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PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE 



OF 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 



PART III. 

LETTERS RELATING TO NEGOCIATIONS FOR 

PEACE, &c. 



To David Hartley, Esq. M.P. 

Dear Sib, Passy,near Pari$, Oct. 14, 1777. 

I received duly your letter of May 2, 77> ii>- 
chiding a copy of one you had sent me the year before, which 
never came to hand, and which it seems has been the case 
with some I. wrote to you from America. Filled though our 
letters have always been with sentiments of good-will to both 
countries, and eaniest desires of preventing their ruin and 
promoting their mutual felicity, I have been apprehensive that 
if it were known a correspondence subsisted between us, it 
might be attended with inconvenience to you. I have there- 
lore been backward in writing, not caring to trust the post, 
and not well knowing who else to trust with my letters. But 
being now assured of a safe conveyance, 1 venture to write 
to you, especially as I think the subject such a one as you 
may receive a letter upon without censure. 

VOL. II A 
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Happy shoold I have.been» if the honest warmngs I gave 
of the fatal separation of interests as well as of affections, that 
must attend tlie measures commenced while I was in England, 
bad been attended to, and the horrid mischief of this aboni- 
nable \var been thereby prevented. I should stiH be happy 
io any successful endeavors for restoring peace, consisient 
with the liberties, the safety, and the honor of j^mcrica. As 
to our submitting to tlie government of Great Britain, it is 
vain to think af it. She has given us by her niittiKerlelfl bar- 
barities (by her malice in bribing slaves to murder their mas- 
ters, and savages to massacre the families of farmers, witii 
her baseness in rewarding the unfailhfulness of servants, and 
debauching the virtue of honest seamen intrusted with. our 
property) in thte prosecution of the war, and in the t'reatmeht 
of tlie prisoners, so deep an iknpression of her depravity, that 
we never again can trust her m tlie management of our affairs 
and interests. It is now impossible to persuade our people, 
as I long endeavored, that, the war^ was merely ministerial, 
and tliat the nation bore still a good-will to us. llie infinite 
number of addresses printed in yoUr gazettes' all approving 
the conduct of your government towards us, and encouraging 
our destruction by every possible ineans, the great majority in 
parliament constantly manifesting the same sentiments, and 
the popular pnbKc rejoicings on occasion of ai^ news of the 
slaughter of an innocent and virtuous people fighting only in 
defence of their just rights ; tlicse, together witli the recom- 
mendations of the same mi|3ures by even your celebrated 
moralists and divines in their writings and sermons, tliat are 
atill approved and applauded in your great national asaemblies, 
all join in convincing us that you are no longer the magnani- 
motis enlightened nation we once esteemed you, and that yx)u 
are unfit and unworthy to govern us, as not bf^ing able to go- 
vern yotir own passions. 



ft 

'Siity'Vi iifaflve said/I'sfaattldbe nevertheless happy id see- 
kig petce rebtored^ For though if my £riends and the friendi 

Af liberty Biwl'virtue^ who iitiU remam in' £qgland, could iie 
AMmki out df it; a continuance of this war to the ruin of lire 
l^a^'vrould give me Jess concern, i cannot/ as that removal it 
kllfioiMiible, but Mridh ibr peace for their sakes, as well ^b Mr 
die safce of humanity and preventing further carnage. 
' Tfais^ish of mine, i#sffective as it may be^ induces metb 
tnenlion to you that between nations long exasperated againM 
MdiAth^rin^var^ aom^ iict of generosity add kindness towards 
fmoitetft pa one side, has-' softened resentmeiit and abattfi 

' ai^^noaity on the'Ctbei*, ^so as to bring on an accommodalidiL '. 
%Di|'in England, ifyott vrnhfor^ace^ have at preseiit'^ 

'^lipjpttrtunity of trying this means, with regard to the prisoners 
naw in. your gaiols. fFhey complain of very severe treatment ; 
ihfijr are far from their friends and families, and winter is 
cotoitig'On, in which ithey must suffer extremely if continued 
sh; their >preaent situation, fed :scantiiy on bad pnyviuons, with- 
totttninprm lodging, clothes, or fire ; and not suffered to ifivite 
^r reoeiitfe visits from their friends, or even £rom the humane 
isnd'charitable 4( their enemies. I can assure you from my 
'03IV& certaia 'knowledge^ thaC your people, prisoners in Ame- 

• moB^ igtare been treated with great kindness : they have been 
Itemed with ^he same rations of wholesome provisions whh 

' xiur own troops; comfortable lodgings >bave been provided 
*iar'tbem, and (hey have been allowed large bounds of villages 

■ aMid]k» besdthy air, to walk and amuse themselves with on Aeir 

-'mtHple.' Where you have thought fit to employ contrat^rs 
JML^upply yowpieople, these contractors have been protected 
;tetd aided in their operations. Some considerable act of kind- 
:^iieKi!totoards pur people would take c^ the reproach' of inhu- 
MQiify in that respect from 4he nation, and leave it where it 
ought with more certainty to lay^ on the condnctors of ybur 
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war in America. This 1 hint to jou, obt of ironie remtitifTig 
good-will to a nation I once loved sincerely. But as diiiigs 
are^ and in mj present temper of mind, ttot being oveiufoad' 
of receiviAg obligations, I shall Gontent myaelf wiA proposif^ 
that your government would allow us to send ofbraptoy-a: 
commissary to take some care of tfactoe'unfortunale'ipeaptel 
Perhaps on your representations this might be iipeedily oIM' 
iained in England, though it was refused most inhnmaaly at 
New York. 

If you could have leisure to visit die gaols in which they 
pne confined, and should be desirons of koo%ving tbetrntli 
dilative to the treatment they receive, I wish you would lake 
lbef> trouble of distributing amMg the mbst necessitous^ • ae« 
cording to their wants, five or six hundrM poumis, for which 
your drafts on me here shall be punctually honored.. You 
could then be able to speak with some 'certainty to die pomt 
in parliament, and this might be attended widi good eiKsctak 

If you cannot obtain for us permission to send a commis- 
sary, possibly you may find a trusty, humane, discreet person 
at Plymouth, and another at Portsoiouth, who would under- 
take to communicate what relief we may be able to afford 
those unfortunate men^ martyrs to the cause of liberty. Your 
king will not reward you for taking this trouble, but jQpd .- 
will. I shall not mention die gratitude of America : you will 
ha^ve what is better, the applause of your own good conscience« . 
Our captaimi have set at liberty above two hundred of .your 
people made prisoners by our armed vessels and brought into^ , 
France, besides a great number dismissed at sea oityouii^.i.. 
coastsi to whom vessels were given to' carry them iiut' But^ 
you have not returned us a man in exchange I .If we bad 
sold your people to the Moore at Sallee^ as you hav^^manj^ 
of ours to the. Afiican and East India companies^ coi Jd y ou 
Jiave compUned i ' 



.4 . t J 



V Ia:rmaiiig whal I have- written, 1 found too much warmtli 
in i^ md wad aboul to strike out some parts. Yet I let tbem:' 
gQi as^ they will afford you this one reflection : ^^ If a minr 
naturally cool, and rendered still cooler by old age, iaso* 
wanted by our treatment of his country, how much muaC^ 
those people in general- be exasperated against us ! and why* 
aiTi' we making itiveterate enemies by our barbarity, not dnlyi 
of. the present inhabitants of a great country, but of their i 
infinitely more numerous posterity ; who will in all future! 
ages detest the naoie of Englishmany as much as the children 
in Holland now do those of Alva and Spaniard f This- 
will certainly happen unless your conduct is speedily changed^, 
and the national resentment falls, where it ought to fall heavily, 
oa your ministry, or perhaps rather on the ' , whose will- 
tfaey»only- execute. < » 

With the greatest esteem and affection, and best wishes for' 
jour pfosperity, I have the honor to be, dear sir. Sic. • 

B. Franklin* • 

To M». Button.* 

' Mv DfeAR OLD Friend, Passy, Feb. 1, 1778. 

You desired that if I had no proposition to make, I 
wtMiM at least give my advice. 

1 think it is Ariosto wlio says, that all things lost on earth 
are to be found in the moon ; on which somebody remarked,' 
thit^there must be a great deal of good advice in the modn. 
If so, there is a good deal of nnne formerly given and lost hi - 
thill tmsmess. I will however at your request give a litHA 
ixk^, but without the least expectation that it will be follow- 
ed $ for' none but God can at the same time give good cbuii-' 
ed;' and Svfsdom to make use of it. 

' See an account of this gentleman, Part i. p. tl^" ' • •/ 
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. Yoa have lost by Ihis mad war, and the barburitjr ^vMi wbkrb 
il'hiia been cmriedon, not only the government and com** 
nerce of Atneriesf, and the publrc revenues and private wealth 
arising from that commerce; but what is niore^ you hate lost 
the- esteem, respect, friendship, Biid affection of all that great 
and growing people, who consider you at present, and wboae 
p6i(tmtj- will consider jou, as the worst and wick^d^et natkni 
upon earth. A peace you may undoubtedly obtain by drop* 
ping all your' pretensions to govern us : and by your superiof 
skill in huckstering negociation,you may possibly make such an 
apparently advantageous bargi^tin as shall he' applauded in your 
p^liament ; but you cannot with the peace recover the affec- 
tions of that people ; it will not be a lasting nor a profitable 
otaie, nor will it afford you any part of that strength which you 
once had by your union with them, and might (if you bad been 
wi^e enough to take advice) h^ve still retained. 

To recover their respect and affection, you must tread back 
the steps you have taken. 

Instead of honoring and rewarding the American advisers 
.and promoters of this war, y6u should disgrace them; with' 
all those who have inflamed the nation against America by 
their malicious writings ; and all the ministers and generals 
who have prosecuted the war wit& such inhumanity. This 
yould show a national change of disposition, and a disappro- 
bation of what had passed. 

In proposing terms, you should not only grant such as the 

• . • . . • • 

necessity of your affairs may evidently oblige you to grant, but 
such additional ones as may show your generosity, and therieby 
demonstrate your good-wil I . For instance, perhaps you might 
by your treaty retain all Canada, Nova Scotia, and the Fiori- 
das. But if you would have a real friendly as well as aole 
iJIy in America, and avoid all occasion of future discord which 
frill otherwise, he contuuially arising on your American fron- 



tieiss'iytw idiQiild ihrow in th€MQ couotnes;- And- you may 
cattitt ifiyoa-pleaae, ofl. indettDificatioft fbr the biuriiiiig of 
their tomns ; which indeniQificatiou yi'Hl otherwise be soma 
time or other demanded. 

I know your people will not see the utility of such men? 
suresy and will never follow them, and even call it insolence 
and impudence in me to mention them. I have, howeveri 
complied with your desire, and am, as ever, your affectionate 
iricod, B.Franklin, 

• _ 

{Enchsing the foregoing.) 

To Mu. HUTTON. 

. I'j -. • • ' 

^ P^AB OLD Frienp, Passy, Feh^\2, 1778. 

I wrote the above some time before I repeivei 

yours, acquainting me with your speedy and safe return, wbick 

gave me pleasure/ I doubted after I had written it whether 

it would be well to send it; for as your proud nation despises 

us expeedingly, and demands and expects absolute, and hum-* 

ble submission^ all talk, of treaty must appear imprudence^ 

avd tend to provoke rather than conciliate. As you still 

press me by your last to say something, I conclude to send 

w|i$it I had written ^ for I think the advice is good, though it 

must be useless ; and I cannot, as some amongst you desire^ 

make propositions, having none committed to me to make^; 

btit we can treat if any are made to us ; which however we 

df\ not expec.^. I abominate with you all murder, and I may 

add that the slaughter of men in an unjust cause is nothing; 

1^8 than murder ; I therefore never think of your present 

ministers and their abettors, but with the image strongl/ 

painted in my view^ of their hands red, wet, and droppiw 

%yi|lh the blood of my countrymen, friends, and relatiqiis. No 

.* Mr. Button bad lately iMtt' in Parb. '^ 
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piMce can be mgaodbj those liaiuk* Peiicd tod frilBiMhU|i^ 
y/tjii ntveiihekM tuknst fer«ver betwees Mr^ Hntloa and' 
iMt^affedlioiiate inend^ * "B^FnAHKLin. '^ 



To J). Hartley, Esq. M.P. ^ 

.^DbarSir, ^ . P««y^ Ai. Ift^ 1778» < 

A thousand dianks for your so readttjcDgagmg* 
A the aoiieaiis of relieving our poor captives^ and the paioe jout 
have takeO| and die advances you have made for Unit purpose* 
I received your kind letter of die Sd UMtant^ and send yott 
enclosed a bill of 100/. I much approve of Mr* Wren's pmn 
dent, as well as benevolent conduct, in the disposition of the 
money, and wish him to continue doing what shall appear to 
him and you to be right, which I am persuaded will appear 
the same to me and my colleagues here* I beg you wiH pre* 
sent him, when you write, my respectful acknowledgmoils. 

Your ^^ earnest caution and r^uest that nothing may ever* 
persuade America io throw diemselves into the arms of Fraaoe ; - 
for that times may mend, and diat an American must always 
be a stranger in France, but that Great Britain may for ages 
to come be their home,'^ marks the goodness of your beart^^* 
your regard for us, and love of your country. But whenj/our • 
nation is hiring all the cut-dnx)ats it caacollect of all countries' 
and colors to destroy us, it is hard to persuade us notto aak 
or accept aid from any power that may be prevailed with to 
grijnt it ; and this only from the hope that thonj^ you now 
thirst for our blood, and pursue us with fire and swotd, yon 
may in some future time treat us kindly. This is too nmch 
patience to be expected of us; indeed I think it is. not in 
human nature. The Americans are received and treated here 
in France with a cordiality, a respect and affeption they never 
experienced in England when they most. deserved it ;^ and 
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triMobii'ilcxmisflv >dl the p«iii& triten tojooupemkei^ike Ettg- 
IMkagMBatl then, and taider ibem odious as mA m<A»f 
Icmp^ble) kss tobe expected there than ever. And I «att«» 
«ot see why we may not, upon an alliance^ hope for i| conti* 
auaoce of it ; at least of as much as the Swiss enjoy^ with 
whom France has maihtained a faithful friendship for two 
hund)ned lyears put, and whose people appear to live here in 
aamipdi esteem as the natives. Aikierica has beenybrced and 
df^nc'm^ the ar ms^of France/ She was a dutiful and rbtto^"^ 
oua daughter. A cruel mother-in-law turned her out of doon^> 
de^Mnad her, and sought her life. All the world knows her 
ioaocenoe and tabes her part ; and her friends hope sootf t(f 
saa:;hei: honorably married. TTbey can never persuade her li^' 
turn and submission to so barbarous an enemy. In her future''' 
priMpefiQ^^ if she £orgets and forgives, it is all that can be rea* 
soaably) expected df her. 1 bslieve Ae will make as good 
and useful a wife as she did a daughter^ that herhusbaUdiNfffl 
los» and honor her, and th«t:the family from which she was ftp 
wicked^ ex|>elled will long regret the loss of her. 

I know not whether a peace with us is desired in Engbnd. 
I father tfaipic it is not at present, unl^s on die old impossi« ' 
bl^\terms tof sulnnission and receiving pardon. Wfaeneter- 
yoUi shall be disposed to make peace upon equal and teasott- ■ 
able 4emis, you wilt find little difficulty if you get first atf * 
hoinst ininbtry. The present have all along acted so deceit^ 
fully and treecherouriy, as well as inhumaAly, towards the .^^ 
AoMiicans, that I imagine the absolute want of all confi- 
dence in them will make a treaty at present between them' ' 
und idle congress impracticable. ^ 

----- •*■ -■ 

■ Hie treaty of commerce and that of eventual alliance «4th France 
had both been mgned six days prior to the date of this letter^ i^ough ' 
the;^ was then kept seccei^ ' . ^ : ^ 
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' TlMitfa60iq)dflafor theipr]8oiiera'wiUJia«e«xc^^ 
wAsroriof JEngbnd «K}y fitt^Bhaiea. /£lie Stotthmdacnghi^ 
tUHiB f^r.-raiskig .tiroops to destvoy ody fehoogbamotmii^g'to 
aittdi greater aUma, wUl. not >do tl)etr:nattoDlmif«o:'mii€k 
gbod. . If yowit hmemkk •pportonky) J wiA yda vould expMtt 
•or roapeoliy ackootdedgments aindliinika:^^ jour boiniiiit^ 
te «iidi contnibatorsy ivhose beaefiKtioMB m^^ imik* o«f poof^ 
imople-. as pcmfoitable as th^r sitaatioii can permit* .Mmh^ 
■qp vkdir frieadk Accept itty thanin for 'tbe exceHmf »papato 
jcm Mcloaeo^ to inei Your endeavevs for peace> though' uil^ 
Buceessfolj. mtil ahraya be .a comfort tot^you f ,$mA i»* tiiM^ 
when this mad war sbaU be uQiv«rsally> eaecfaited, ^iit b&'tt 
solid> aAcUtiott to your repotatioa. I am erer ilith the highoK 
asteem, Su:. - ■ •< -'^ 

. R Si Attbld fracod of mme^' Mt. HiMCon^ a chi^^^f ite: 
Moravians^ who is often at ibe 4uee&'a pdace, andis sOtiMi^ 
tian&^spciken to by the king^ was over here latdyv < fiepr^ 
tended to no commission^ but togdi ^me anuefa*t^ pr^po^* 
aome terms .of peace,' which I avoided. • He baa written to^ 
n$t eibce his retum,- pressing the valine Aingy audi expm^ing 
wilk smne confidence his ophnon that we tnight %iive' ^t«f)r 
Ihiogtshuit of'absohite independence, £cc. Enc}€toed' I aeiid' 
wuf answers^ opei^ fbajtyou may read theniy mdif yoto^plieaa^ 
capy> befoie yop deliver <np forward tiferti/ Th^y'it{Hlserv%i 
to shaw you UYore fialiy my sentiments; though tiey ^err<e'^n6- 
other puvpoee* ' * 

... To DwHARTi;«nr> Esq. M.P.' 

Dear Sik, Passy, Feb. 56, 1778. 

I received yottrs^^f the t8th and £Oth of this 
month, with Lord North's proposed bills. - The more I*see 
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I See the two precedin^lMM^ 
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#£ iimtidem nai^ ptegefAs of yeur iiiiiittl7,«nd their' 
iMpA aebafflM'^f' asdusingandtdivifeUilg^ta^ the fli(ml«cUim 
liij^jgnideRt^.tBaBiT, and magimBimons yoposttiops ctMmmi 
in {voiii»rioteiidied rootton for aa address to the king, r WhflT 
wti^tKnte (tm we have on an aet (espvesskig Htelf to be iMofy. H 
daikratioA of ^he imieniion of |p»iIiai|KBt cdmkTBMig Iks 
^39efy:te(of jthejI^GHT of unposing taxes, itiAoserioa, whenirit 
thtebiU: itfelf^ as welLas in the tilk^ la ngbl is awpposediend 
cbioied ^ich never existed; aad a present imttmrionatiyiB 
46£Uioidinot}tO{Use it, wludbniajr be changed b^^ MoAeract 
IMXt ^inakm, wkb a prea*ible that this iktentioh being feoad 
ipeKpedient^ iCisi.llMmgbt proper to v^al this tttk andlresoae 
lbii;^ft^eise- ot. tike rigid in it^ full extent i If any s6lidi{itow 
niaHeot benefit v^bb intended: by this/ Mrfay is it confined>il(» 
ibf ^dt^eikB cof <Noflth America^ aoid «ot extended; to tl» loyal 
%if a iaitbei ^agair; istaads^ Bm- it is a^w needless to antidai^ 
Bj^ aU4ets that suppose your future goveranient of the cohxiiaa 
4|fMi^be>nO'k>nger signifioaiilk 

, Jbl)ftha nct^fioi; ap^eaau^g .cOBuaisaioBerB, insHead of« ML 

powers Jo agree iqaon terms of peace, and fmndshipy mth it 

jirjomise of latifying siidb treaty as they shall onke in pvmm^ 

m^e ict thcwe po^ets^ k is deehwed, tfajat fbenr agreemcHiiti 

tkfi!^)]mt nalorc^oBor effect^ aor be carried into eseostieHa 

till approved of by pariiaraeot; so ^t every tbiBg. of in^xac^ 

taniH» <wiil bie Uncertain. But tbey are allowed to proclaim a 

cessation of arms, and revoke their proclamation as soon as 

la consequences of it our militia-have been allowed to go home: 

they may Suspend- the opei'ation of acts prohibiting trade, and 

tak/e. off that suspension wlieu our merchants in coosecj^uance 

of it have been induced to send their ships to sea ; in shorty 

they may do every thidg that can have a tendency to <iivide 

and distract us, but nothing that can afford us security. Jin- 

deed; sir, vour ministers ,49. not know m^. We may not be 
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quite 80 cunning as they, but yve have really more sense, as 
wdl as more courage than tbey have ever been vnlling to give 
us credit for; and I am persuaded these acts will rather ob- 
sftnict peace than promote it, and that they will not answer in 
America the mischievous and malevolent ends for which they 
were intended. In England they may indeed amuse the pub- 
lic creditors, give hopes and expectations that shall be of 
Bome present use, and continue the mis-managers a little; 
loiiger in their {^aces, Foili tout ! 

la return for your repeated advice to us not to concluder 
any treaty with the house of Bourbon, permit me to give 
(through you) a little advice to the Whigs in England^ Let 
nothing induce them to join with the Tories in supporting and 
continuing this wicked war agunst the Whigs of America, 
.whose assistance they may hereafter want to secure their owa 
liberties ; or whose country they may be glad to retire to for 
Ih^ enjoyment of them. 

If peace by a treaty with America upon equal terms weie 
really desired, your commissioners need not go there for it, 
supposing, as by the bill they are empowered ^* to treat with 
such person or persons as in their wisdom and discretion tbejr 
shall think meet,'' they should happen to conceive that the 
commissioners of the congress at Paris might be included in 
that description. I am ever, dear sir, &c. 

B. Fbamkun^ 

P. S. Seriously, on fieuther thoughts, I am of opinion, thift - 
if wise and honest men, such as Sir George SaviUe, the bisfai^p 
of St.^As^h,' and yourself, were to come over here imme-t. 
diately with powers to treat, you might not only obtain peace 
with America, but prevent a war with France. 



« Dr. Shipley. 
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To Mil* HUTTON. 



I 1-1 



' - ;•!• 



i V 



■ '' Pdm, March 24, 177?; 
My dear old friend was in the right not ''to caDTm 
question tfie sincerity of my woidsy where I s^f^ February 12^ 
we can treat if any propositions are made to us^ They 
were'^trae'then^ and are so still, if Britain has not discImJ 
war with France; for in that case we shall tmdoubtedly think ' 
oorseWes obliged to continue die war as long as she doia/ 
But methinks 'you should have taken us at our word, and hate 
sent immecEately your propositions in order to prevent such a: 
war, if you did not choose it. Still I conceive it wonid tie 
W^' to' do it, if yoo have not already rashly bq^un^ At war.* 
Assure yotirself nobody more sincerely widies perpetual peace 
ambftt men thaii I da; but there is a prior wish, that thqf 
would be equitable and just, otherwise such peace is not poa- 
flible ; and indeed wicked men have no right to expect it.' 

Adieu! I am ever yours most affectionately, 

i ^^ I 

B. FnilNKLIN* 



' J 



Ni)t6 from William Pultbnet, Esq. M. P. (under thu 

assuoKd name of WiUiavns.) 

Mr. Williams returned this morning to Paris, imd 
will be glad to see Dr. Franklin, whenever it is convenient for. 
die doctor, at the Hi>tel Frasiliere^ Rue Toumon. It is near 
the hotel where he lodged when the doctor saw him a fort- 
night ago* He does not propose to go abroad, and therefore 
the doctor will find him at any hour. He understands thsi 
Mr. Alexander is not yet returned from Dijon, which bt 
grets. Sunday Morning, March 29, 1778* 



.t* 



14 mrfATTB e»R«BSl^aK?llBNC£ I^AKT^fl. 

[TAe following letter io Mr. Puiieney,was not sent, but coth 
tnim what was, Htid tHM conversation Dr. Fratiklinhad 
n^iK^n^inP^ru.},^ ' 






' 'To* William Pulteney, Eso. Si. J>. 

■ ..: i* •• . • ..« ••..... ■ • ■■ ■ , ' • -•■'^fcv 

700, pa i^ W^j^ :9f .j>eiic^> I> nvonMon/ed it ^ m; f^pioK^ 
tba|,|Sf^^prq|KMij^ which llpp^e|lpllr voluntarilj «smii]g 
to ^unfi .fp,f^ ^^p^fsaoe. Qn:3iitaio wm npw. become uh 
popaiUb?»;;%t^.pefiCQ oq oqual terffis ^Inflo^^^^|dJ3r ^ight^n^ 

• • • • 

of jj^<r^,|viA Eilglw^ lyfi h?«l ge^^eriil ipoftrers lo.^iJt^ dm- 
ti^jpf p^aqe, /^npiitgr»:a|^4(Cpnqiferx^^ widi 91; state. io Einropfij 
bj wh^ J ^ugbt.we mig^ bje auth<uri0e4 do treii$ .>i«d| B|^ 
t^n^.^boy if siiice^elyd^pofeii^ to peace, mfgjbf. 1191^ time Ji|jl 
much bloodshed bj Ire9tiiig'|i|irjth us diif»c|}y. , , ' 

I4I90. gave-it as my opinion, that in the treaty to be made^ 
Britain riiould endeavor, by the fairness and generosity of the 
feiM «fae ofTered, ^to re€t>Ter the esteem^ confidence, aiMi 
a£fection of America, without which the peace could Ikdt be 
ser toieficial, :afl it was hbt Jikely to be lasliing. • In this I bad 
thepkaaonsto fiad you of.fliy ^nion.. : . : nr 

But LseevJiy ihe pr4)ipoation8 jxm have commuiiicatel'»ta 
meyithatlhft aaoiisters cannot yet divest themselves of the idea^ 
that the power of parliament over ms is constitutionally abso* 
lute abd unliiailed ; and (bat the limitations tliey may be wind- 
ing now to put to k by treaty, are so many fskvore^ or 9cf many 
benefits for \AAch we are to tiiai&e4:ompen8alion. 

As our opinions in America are totally difFerent, a treaty 
on the terms proposed^ appears to me utterly impracticable 
either here or there. Here we certainly cannot make i^ hav« 



iBg not the . smallest authority to make even the declaration 
q|MMified iti the propoted letter^ without whioh^ if 1 underi 
kood ^ou right, treating with tis cannot be commisAced: * 

I sincerely wish as much for. peace as you do, aiid I4fave 
enough remaining of good-will for England to wish, it for her 
sake as welT a.Vfo)r Ouf own, atid' for the sake of humanity* 
In the f>res^n)t slate of tlmigs, the proper ncteaas erf ohtfcdning 
it^in ja^. o|)|inion, are to acknowledge. the ibdepebdence of die 
lIoiti94 ^Bt^ and. 4iiien filter atouee into a treaty ^wilii iii&r 
,|iijNiapeii«ioii of .arms, with the «iuiil protisionii'.feiaiBiig' 14 
dJBt^cea ; . ai|d anpther for isstliblidiiog peaee, friendahqp^ and 
commeic^ aQch as Franoeihas iiade« lliis might .prcwenlbm 
wwr :b€^wee»yat and that kia^ddm^; which yi lUe present- riia' 
cumstancfsaBdvltempfr a£ Ithe two nations iniabflidbtttiaMijr 
bru^.on evecy'^day, though contrary l^itbsiintereatanff with- 
oat the previous intention of either. Such a treaty we migbt 
probaUy now toaiie with the approbation <>f'Our frieh^s; bat 
if you go to war.wUh them on jH;ooiint«of. their. Mendship for 
VM, we are bound by ties, stronger than can be formed by any 
treaty,'to6ght, against you with them, as long as the war 
against them shall cfontinue. 

: ' May God at last grant that wisdom to your national ebon- 

c3^ which he seems long to Iiave denied them, and which 

only sincere, jiist, and humane, intentions can merit 6r e^ipect! 

.Wilk great personal esteem, I have the honor to be, sir^ &c. 

. ' B. Fbanklin. ' 



• "I .• 



I I 



Wm. Alexaxi^er, £s^ to Dr. Frankliht. 

* • » ■ ■ 

My dear Sir, 

Upcm a night's refliection, it is thought iu^4bat 
-you be po^essed of the enclosed,' to be afterwfU'dfl returqeil 

* doinsa^tpiioposals on the iiart 'Df the Brittsh mmistry, 'eventually 
ih^wv^ofby Dr. JVanklm, and returned. -^ > 
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jivithottl tdldng copy^ in caae no bnsinets be done. Will joo 
let me know by the bearer, if we are to n^ you io town to# 
dajy and when, that I nMiy be at hand ? 
Saturday. rnoming, April 4, 1778. 

To Db. Bancboft/ F. R. S. LoNi>oir. 

m 

Dbab Sib, Passy, April 16, 1778. 

I wish you womkt assure our frieud that Dr. 
f rankfin sever gave any such expectations to Mr. Puiteney; 
On the contrary, he told him that the commissioners couU 
not succeed in their mission, whether they went to recover the 
dependence or to dimde* His opinion is confirmed by the 
enclosed resolves, which perhaps it may not be amiss to pub- 
lish in England. Please to sedd me the newspaper. 

Yours affectionately, B. Fa an bun. 

To His EXCELLBNCY JoSEPH RbED, EsQ. 

Pretideni of the 9taie of Penniylvimia. 

S 1 B, Pat^, March 1 9, 1 780.* 

I have just received the pamphlet you did me the 
luMior to send me by M. G^rd, and have read it with plea^ 
son : not only as the clear state of facts, it does you honor, 
bat as it proves the falsehood of a man,' who also showed no 
regard to truth in what he said of me, ^ that I approved of 
#— .— " I "" III. ■ . I I i> 1 1 

" An American gentleman of great worth and abilities; an intimate 
and mnch respected friend of Dr. Frankha's, to whom the United 
States are greatly indebted for his exertion and assistance in the cause 
of their independence. 

' * This letter is inserted here (out of its place), as elucidating the 
fbiegoin| one. 

' Sir James Johnstone, one of the British commissioners sent to 
America. 
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f ikr pri^f^tiom he carried over J* The truth i4 thia^ hU brq- 
fher, Mr. Pulteney, came here with those propositlQn9 ; . ao4 
sftor Btipulating that if 1 did not approve of thetn^ I shQuld 
not speak of them to any person^ he pQinmunic9tec{ th^ai tp 
mo, I told him frank ly, on bis desiring to know niy sentir 
mentis thal.X j>io not approve tff ihem,, and^hat luas $i0te 
tht^ WOULD MOT be accepted in America, £ut I said tbefe 
are two other comlnisJBioners bqre. 1 wiil, if you please, diow 
ypor propositions to them, and you will hear their opinion*. 
I will also show tliem to the ministry here, without \vho3f 
knowledge and concurrence we can take no step in such affairs. 
Nt>, said he ; as you do not approve of them, it can answer 
no purpose to show them to any body else : the reasons that 
w^^ with you will also weigh with them : therefore, I now 
pray that no mentim may be made of my having been here, 
or ray business. To this I agreed, and therefore nothing 
could be more astonishing to me, thau to see in an iVmerican 
newspaper^ that direct lie-in a letter from Mr. Johnstone, 
joined with tw6 other falsehoods, relating to the time of the 
treaty, and to the opinion of Spain ! 

In proof of the abpve, I enclose a certificate of a friend of 
^{j^Pulteuey's, the only person present at our interview ; and 
I fl|(> it the rather at this time, because I am informed that 
aii^tber calu^lniator (the same who formerly in hjs private 
lattery to. particular members, accused you, with Messrs. Jay, 
Duane, Laugdon, and Harrison^ of betraying the secrets oi 
conjjiiress in a correspondence v^ith the ministry) has made this 
traiiBaotion wi^i Mr. Puiteney, an article of accusation agamst 
roe, as baving approved the same propositions. He proposes^- 
I understand, to settle in your government. I caution you to 
beWttiaof faim; fbr in sowing suspicions and jealousies, in 
creating misunderstandings and quarrels among friends, in 

vot-.tr. B 



is PRIVAVfi CORRESFONftSMnSE FART 1 in 

UMlker ifubtilty, tnd indefatigtble imlostiy^ bt bat^'Ithink^ 
no equal/ J -. : 

I am glad to see that you continue to preside in our lew 
state, as it shows that your public conduct is approved by the 
people. You have had a difficult time, which required 
abundanc;^ of prudence; and you have beeii equal to the oc- 
cusion. The disputes about the constitution seem Uf have 
mibsided. It is much admired here and alt over Europe, and 
irill draw over many fiEunilies of fortune to settle' under it, ks 
toon as there is a peace. The defects that may on seven 
years* trial be found in it, can be amended, when flie tittle 
comes for considering them. With great and smeere Mteim 
and respect, I have the honor to be, &c. B. Frah klin. 

(Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

I do hereby certify whom it may concern, that I was with 
Mr. Pultney and Dr. Franklin at Paris, when in a conversa- 
tion between them on the subject of certain propositions for 
a reconciliation with America, offered by Mr. Pultney, Dr. 
Franklin said he did not approve of them, nor did he think 
they would be approved in America, but that he would com- 
municate them to his colleagues and the French minisfr}'. 
Trhis Mr. Pultney opposed, saying, that it would answer ho 
good end, as he was persuaded that what weighed with Dr. 
Franklin would weigh also with them; and therefore dfesired 
tbat no mention might be made of his having offered siich 
propositions, or even of his having been here oh such busi- 
'ness; but that the whole might be buried in oblivion,' agree- 
able to what had been stipulated by Mr. Piiltney, andf agreed 






'^ ^ 6ut^8ed to i^hide to Dr. Arthur Le«, of Virgiaia. . • 
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tbiby D|^;Fr«lLlinj before tke propositioiis were pro4u^f 
^hich Dr. Franklin accordingly promised. , r 

t*^ Pns, Mtfch 19, i78a 
:^t^! (Signed) William Alss^andeiu > 

To De. Franklin^ Passy. 

I 9end. you adjoined, the certificate youdeajfe^ 
and am perfectly convinced from conversations I have since 
bid. with Mr. PuUney, that nobody was authorized to hol^ 
ibc^Janguage which has been imputed to him on that subjecf:* 
and as 1 have a high opinion of his candor and worth, I knoif 
it mus|t be painful to him to be brought into question in mat- 
ters of fact with persons he esteems. I could wish that this 
matter may receive no farther publicity than what is necessary 
for your justification. I am, 8cc« W« Alexander* 

To Count j^r Vergennes, 

Minister for foreign affairs, Versailles. 

SiR^ Pa5iy, ^pri7 24, 177B. 

Mr* Hartley, member of parliament, an old ac* 
•qnaiiitance of mine, arrived here from London on Sundajf 
last. , He is generally in the opposition, especially on Amer 
Tfcan questions, but has some respect for Lord North. In 
^conversation he expressed the atrongest anxieiy for peace widi 
America, and ap|)eared extremely desirous to know my senti- 
ments of the terms which might probably be acceptable if 
offered; whether America would not, to obtain peace, granit 
4Bome superior advant^es in trade to Britain, and enter ii\t6 
an alliance offensive and defensive ; whether, if war should be 
declared ligaintft France, we had obliged ourselves by treaty 
to join wilh her against England. . . My. answers hnye been. 
That the United States were not fond of war, and with the 
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ndvaoe of their 4n6iK}& would probabl; (le.na^ilj .pneviiiM 
with to make peacq oa equitable terms; but; we had no teroui 
committed to us to propose^ and I did not choose to iQ^Ubon 
any^ That Briteiriv having injured ua heavily by making this 
unjust war upon us, might tliiok herself well off, if on repa* 
rations of those injuries we admitted her to equal advantages 
with other nations in commerce; but certainly she had no 
reason to expect superior. That her known fondness for war, 
and the many iustances of her readiness to engage in wars on 
frivoldUs occasions^ were probably sufficient to cause an imi- 
inediate rejection of every proposition for an offensive 4Ui» 
ance with her. And that if she made war against Franee oa 
bur account^ a peace with us at the same time was impossi^ 
Me ; for that, having met with friendship from that generous 
6&tion when we were cruelly oppressed by England, we weit 
under ti^s stronger than treaties could form, to make .common 
cause, which we should certainly do to the utmost of onr 
power. Here has also been with me a Mr. Chapman, who 
says he is a member of the parliament of Ireland, on his way 
home from Nice, where he had been for the recovery of his 
faeakb. He pretended to call on me only ffdm motives of 
respect for my character, 8ccw But after a few compUmeuts 
he eutered on a similar discourse, urging much to know whflt 
{terms would .satisfy America, and whether on having peaee 
and independence granted to us, we should not be' wilKog to 
submit to the navigation act, or give equivalent privileges in 
trade to Britain. The purport of my answer to him was, in 
abort, tfiat peace was of equ4il value to England as to us, and 
indepemdtnce we were already hi possegsion of: that therefore 
England's offer to grant them to us, could not he coiiaidered 
as proposmg any favor, <jfr as giving her a right to 'oxpect pe^ 
culiar advantagea in commerce. By ius importunity^ 1 £>UQd 
is vint waa not so occauonal as he reprasented it: and from 
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'Some Mpresskms 1 conjectored he mi^t be sent hj iMd 
-SMbarne^ to sound me, and collect somd mfonmrtiott. On 
.tl» iNrboIe, I gather from these conversations^ that the c^po- 
aition^tM well as the ministry^ are perplexed mdi the preaent 
sHa'atton of affiiirs, and know not which way to turn thelti- 
-mlbf^ whether it is best to go backward or forward^ or tthat 
'steps to take to extricate that nation from its present dangeir- 
oua situation. 

I thonght it right to give your excellency an account of 
these interviews^ and to acquaint you widi ny intention of 
avoiding such hereafter^ as I see but little prospect of nftility 
in them, and think they are very liable to hurtfiil misrepre- 
.sentattonB; 

By. advices from London we learn, diat a fleet for Quebec, 
with gt>ods valued at 500,000/. sterling, is to sail about the 
end of this month under convoy only of a single frigate of 
diirty guns, in which is to go governor Haldimand. 

Enclosed 1 setid a paper I have just received from London. 
It is not subscribed by any name, but I know the hand. It 
18 from an old friend of general and great acquaintance, and 
marks strongly the present distress and despair of considerate 
'potnf^ in England. I have the honor to be, with the greater 
tespect, your Excelleacy's, &c. B. FfiANKLti>r« 

• 
P&OM Count de Vergenmss to Dr. Franklin. 

In answer to the foreooino. 

^ A Versailits, Aprii 85, 1776. 

J^ai rendu coropte an Roi, Monsieur, du contenu 
dela iettre que vous m'avez fait Thonneur de m'6crire hiei^ 
^ sa majesf6 me- charge de vous t^moigoer toute sa satislao 
lion de.vortre empreasemaBt i nous inEormer de I'objetde voa 
conferences avec MiAardey. ' Le grand art de FAvgleterre 
fat tuBfo un de ch^rcher i divisor, q'eil nn bon vieyen en 
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^et pdivt s^assttrerrempire;' mafs ce n'est ai aupr^ de fous 
nl aupf^s de vds coU^gae&qa^ pent itre employ^ avec suedto^ 
je porte' avec coiifiance le m^me jugement dee fkals-Ums. 
sAuresteil n'est pas possible, Monsieur, de r6pondre avec 
^U^'de noblesse, de frmnchise et de fermet^qoe vous Tavez 
fak & M. Hartley : il n'a pas lieu d'etre conteotde aamitiAMk 
J-fgnore si ce meaibre du pariemeut en a une pour noua^-^sl 
desire de me voir, et je Tattends dans la matinee. Je ne aerois 
pes surpris qn'il ne se propos&t de semer la dffiance entrt 
liotts en introduisant une double n^gociation; mais je saurai'y 
obvier^ et vous serez instruit de ce qui se passera eotre nous 
pour peu qu*il y ait quelque chose d'int^ressant. 

J'ai Thonneur d'etre, avec une tr^s parfaite consideration, 
MMsieur^'votre tr^s humble et ti^s ob^isaant serviteur* 

De V£Ba£NHl&sw 

i). Hartley, Esg. M. P. to Db. Franklin. 

Dear Sir, Pcrttf April £9y 177S. 

I will take care of all your commissieiit. ; This 
momerit a second packet of infinite value is received, virhich 
I shall cherish as a mark of affection from you. I opened the 
letter by mistake which came with it, and soon saw it was not 
for me. I hope you will excuse it. I choose rather to thrbw 
myself upon your goodness for the excuse, than any thing else. 
I shall not set out till between one and two ; therefore if you 
will be so good as to send me another copy, I will take care 
of it and deliver it safely. 

God bless you, my dear friend. No exertion or endeavor 
on my part shall be wanting, that we may some time or duier 
meet again in peace. .Your powers^ are' infinitely inore in- 
fluential than mine. To those powers 1 trust my last hojf^s. 
I will conclude, blessed are the peacMMkersl 
Your affectmnate Wend, ^y~ *'^/ 



If lempestaous tunes^ihould come, take care of your omfp 
safety 3 events are uDcertaiu^ and men may be capriciouf^^ 
• Youri, 8m:. I>? H^ 

"^ Answer. 

I thank you for your kind caution; but hawing 
ilMriy finialied a long life, I set but little value on what I0r 
Maine of it. . like. a draper, when one chaffers with bini'fcr 
a remnant, I am ready to say, '' As it is only the fag-end^ 
I "Will not differ with you about it, talce it for what you please/' 
Perhaps the best ose such an old fellow can be put to, is to 
mafce a martyr of him. B. F. 

•1 

. Emboesement on the following anonymous Note t 

^ An Wnonymouf letter delivered to me at nine in the etiii' 
ing Mujf 20, 78. — B seems intended to draw me out into 
those^ gardens for some bad purpose; as the person whopre^ 
tended to have such urgent business with fnt has never since 
appedredi tkongh {refusing to go out at that time of night) 
1 Appointed the next day at 1 1 o* clock/' 

B. Fbankun^ • 

Une personne qui auroit quclque chose de tr^s 
int^ressant et pre8s6 a vous communiquer, d^sireroit, Mon- 
sii^ur^ que vous voulussiez bien lui donner un moment pour 
lui procurer Tagr^ment de s*entretenir avec vous sur ce doQt 
il s'aeit. 

Uon salt que vous venez quelquefois ^Mjardin des eaux^ 
et copDime Ton ne veut Stre apper^u d'aucon de vos gens (et 
que Ton a des raisons tris fortes pour rela). Ton s'est trans- 
pprt6 ici tout expris de Paris, dans I'espoir que Ton aura 
Tavaqtage de vous voir et de vous parler d'objet d'autiant plus 
important qu'il conceme des personnes distingu^es. 

' SfM:alM as.coBtaining the spring of tlv j|4ae;;^l^;^tei;9.pfirA5SY, 
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r,' , Answbb to a Letter from Brussels. 
SiBy Passjfj July 1, 1778. 

I received your letter dated at Brussels the 
I6lli|last. 

My vBoity might possibly be flattered by your expressions 
of comptiment to my understandingy if your proposals did 
not more clearly manifest a mean opinion of it. 
' YoCi conjure me, in tbe name of the omniscient and just 
God before whom I must appear, and by my hopes of future 
fame^ to consider if some expedient cannot be found to pat 
a stop to the desolation of America, and prevent the miseries 
of a generat war. As i am ooAscious of having taken every 
step in my power to prevent the breach, and no one to 
wkten it ; 1 can appear cheerfully before that God^ fearing 
n<>tbing from his justice in this particular, though I have 
much occasion for his mercy in many others. As to my 
ftitiire fame 1 am content to rest it on my past and (Hneaent 
conduct, without seeking an addition to it in tbe crooked^ 
dark paths you propose to me, where I should most cer- 
tainly lose it. This your solemn address would therefore 
have been more properly made to your sovereign and his 
Venal parliament. He and they, who wickedly b^an and 
ithadly continue a war for tlie desolation of America, 9f6 
Idone accountable for the consequences. » ** 

You endeavor to impress me with a bad opinion of French 
ftitb ; but the instances of their fliendly endeavors to serve 
% tace of weak princes, who l^y their own imprudence defc 
Itefed everjr bttempt to promote their interest, weigh tel 
Utile \i4th me, when i consider the steady friendship of 
France to the thirteen United States of SwiUserland, Ivhich 
hab now Continued inviolate two fiundred ycAirs% Yov HAX 
noe that^ehe will oeitatnly cheat w, moA tbat s Ih d ai| Ms^ i as 



aSready. I tlo not believe ttiat she wiH cbeit'iie> and I mi 
not cef twn Iha t'iAe 'despi8es'ii»;'inirlsee'<^rl]r'lbet ycm 
are eii^iivorifi^ te> ehebt us by your conciliatory bills V^iat 
fwa aeiualty despised our udderatandings wbefi you flattered 
yoorseltes those, artifices would succeed; and that-ttol Mf 
Mnmif^ but all fioro|W^, yourselves ineliidedi mo^i ceitaMjr 
ted for ever would > despise* us if we were weak eiMHi|^ !# 
accept your insidious propositions. 

i. .Oilr«xf>eciatu»nB of the future grandew^ of Ameriea^^are 
■Qt so magoi&ceni, aad therefore noteo Tain 'or visit>iiaryi at 
yiM represent them to be. The body of our people are net 
BierchaMitSy but bumble husbandaieii> who debght id the cu(^ 
tivaticiu of thmr lands ; which, froni kfaeir fertility> atid the 
variety of our cUnidbeSi are capable of funushing i»il tM 
necessaries and. (conveniences of life without external oMs* 
msrcei And we have tpo much faind to have the least temp* 
tation to extend our . territory by conquest from peaceable 
neif^bprSi-as well as too much justice to think of it. Out 
mflkia, you find by ekperiencci are sirficient tn AsfMsioat 
lands from invasion; and the coosmerce with vs will be 
driended by all the nations who find an advantage in iti 
W^^itherefore, baVe not the occasion you imagine of fleets 
oretfoding armies^ but aiay leave those expensive nachiMi 
to Jbe maintained for the pomp of princes^ and the wealth «f 
andent states. We propoee, if posable, to Jivi( in peace 
wiliik all mankind; and aAer you have been convinced* t6 
yoor cost, that there is nothing to be got by attaddng Us^^wa 
have reason to hope that no other power will judge it pMh 
dsnt to qnanrel with nS| lest tbey divert us from onf owa 
^et indusfar^y and turn us into corsairs preymg upeki theifei 
31#]weight tfaenifore of an independent emrpire, w&ich jow 
iMm ea certain of onr inability to bear^ wiU not be lo freat 
aa|ipu.magiaa» Tifea ixpanso dT «tor>nivil fovenmitnt ^laa 



InM ibiiqr*f'bon>^ mA csa easily bear^ becftuaeJt 10 kmM. 
4G»iraiuto«' aiKi lalmous people nijqr be cheaply. goveniML 
jgHlleraiiiuiigy aa tae^do^ to have no o6ic€aef profit, nor.aiqr 
i|Decufe8:Or uael^sa appokHmentay socotasoioo in ancient and 
fMrupted.aCates^ we cao govero ourselves a year for tbe awn 
ffin pay i».a aii^ : department^ or for ivhatnoB« jofabing 
aatatractoKi by the fevor.of a minister, catichealyoit out of 
ma single article. 

$> You think we flatter ourselves, and are dec^vied into /an 
apinioD diat England must acknowledge ,our indepeiideniqr4 
We, on the other hand, think you flatter yourselves in ioMi^ 
l^fung such an acknowledgment a vast booni which, we 
afrongly desire, and which you may gain some great admn^ 
t^(e by granting or withholding* We have never asked it of 
yoii.; We only tell you, that you can have no trea^ with as but 
aa^an iadepencbnt state ; and you may please ^youroelves: •and' 
yoar ctiikhren with tbe rattle of your right to govern us,*ias 
king as you have done with that of your king's bttii^ hing 
ofiiFrance, without giving us the least concern, if yoAi do 
ttot attempt to exerdae it% That this pretended right is ^in^ 
disputable, as you say, we utterly deny* Your parUament 
never had a light to govern us, and your king has forfeiled 
ild^y his bloody tyranny. But I thank you for bttiog tne 
buowlia little of your mind, that even if the parliament shoiild 
aeknewlf dge our independency, the act would not be binding 
tOfr:|Mterity, and that your nation would resume, and pvcMr 
cuia^ttbe claim as soon w^ they found it conv^iient feom the 
iaAaence of iyour passions, and your present malice agai^sl 
BSvi We suspected before, diat you would not be actually 
baHiid by .your conciliatory acts longer than till tbay-^bad 
^ktwed their purpose of inducing us to disband our foices^ 
tantwe wepo Aot oednin'that you wene knaves by principle, 
aiidlbat^weoimht/OPt; to have the least owfidencaiii four 



offiern, promiie^/or treaties^ thotigk oonfinaed bjr-iwtiitaMitt 
Xftow indeed recollect iin; beiiigjn6mnedJoiif • since, -vhiii 
i».£ngland> that a <:eitain very great personage, then -yotl^ 
atudieel much a certain book entitled Arcana Imiperiui'\ 
had die curiositj to procure the book and read it. TiMn 
jm sensible and good things in it, but some bad ones ; ^Sif^ 
t£ I remember right, a particular king is applauded fov.Jnf 
politically exciting a rebellion among his subjects at a that 
when they had not strength to support it, that be might in 
subduing them take away dieir privileges which were tropin 
blesome to him : and a question is formally stated and dit* 
cussed, ** Whether a prime j who to appear a revoit, malf^ 
promises of indemnity to the revolters, is obliged to fii^ 
those -promises'?* Honest and good men- wouU 'say ajiai 
but this politician says, as you say^ — no* And he gives thif 
pretty reason, that though it was right to make .the promises^ 
because otherwise revolt would not be suppressed; yet^it 
would be wrong to keep them, because revolters oughjt.44 
be punished to deter future revolti. If these are die prior 
ijplee of your nation, no confidence can be placed in j^ou, it 
i» ill vain to treat with you, and the wars can only end in 
M^- reduced^o «n utter inability of continuing th<9m. • 
--^ OiMKjiiain drift of , your letter seems to be to impress m» 

• 

witkiin idea of your own impartiality, by just consume «f 
jpMu? ministers and measures, arid to draw from me prop(K 
iki&Ofi of 'peace/ or approbations of those you have enc l e t i eit 
Hie, which' you hitimate' may, by your m^Euis, be conveyed 4o 
tbe kmg! directly, widiput the intervention of those ministam 
Would you have. me give them to, or drop. them for, ^ 
#Mng^l may ;find' nekt Monday in the church of Notve 
BteUe, to bekhown by a rose in his hat?..: You.yoiifaei^ 
^'dl% ^uiteniiknerwil to me, you have not trusted me widi 
ytm MUiM. ' Our taking ihe least Mpr towai:!^ a treaty wid» 



fii PBIVAtiB COllHfeSP0*l>^tNClB *5^1tV'hf. 

Bnf(lMd ^irMgb jrdu^ lil%ht^ Sf yon are tita dtMiy, bellMrt^ 
Hie '6{ tb' itHli ta trith our uew atid good Aiends. ' I mvf 
M^tedhcfeet ^ough in nnmy thiifkgs ; but ^rttitily if I were 
IfopMHi tb ihake propo^ifions, (which I ^ahnot do, faa>Hhg 
IMie cofiitniHed to 'me to make^) I should n^ver thinld of 
MiiMfring them to tiie Lord knows who^ td be carried to the 
Ejord-^noWB where, to iierve no oms knoirs Sivhat purpo^eft. 
8mng at this time one of fte most remarkable figures in 
PariS) even my appearance in the church of Notre Dame, 
wliere I cannot haV^ any ebnteivable business, and especially 
b^g 9een ti> leate or drop any letter to any person tfaere> 
HMM Ma mattei' idf Mitie speculation, aVid might, from 
)he su^cions it must natUraNy giv^, have ve^ mischieivous 
tMse^Muiies to ont credit here. The Very proposing Of a 
eMfe^[>olktenee so to be managed, in a manner Aot beceft!^ 
Whfl^e fair dealing is intended, gives juSt reason to sup^oto^ 
jM intend the tmtiwry. Besides, a^ your cowt has i^Mtt 
iSMMMisrioliers 16 treat with the congress, Mdtb all the pow«fli 
dM wdtdd be given theiii by die cr6Mm wnder the a^ df 
(Mirliatnent, what godd pnhrpo^ tan be served by privately 
dbtiuning propositiemK frotn us i Befot^ those ebmrniBrion^ 
ers weMK, wi^ might hi^e treated iti virtve of our genend 
p# i i f t'is, <with the knowledge, advice, and appttobatife of 
htxt fAtaAh,) upon any propolitions made to vs. Sut ulider 
Ae pr^ent circdmstatices, for us to make propositions^ nUfe 
i Iraaty is supposed to be actually on foot wiA the tongroMr, 
tvoidd be extremely improper, highly presumptuoua with 
f%|^aM^to our honoraMe con^tuents, and aaswer no good 
ta^whaife^n 

'I ^inrke this letter to ^on nbtwithstttidtiig, (which I Atnk 
I-tatrcOntey in a lessmyateiious manner, aiid fhiok it may 
^Mie^to your hands);' I write it b^cavaei wtoiukt let yM 
kttoMr our sensed your proceduHs^ wUdi ajf^peara m ioa^ 



diou9 a» tt^^ of your conciliatory bills. Your tnie way rlo 
vbtaio peac9, if youf miiUBters desire it> is to propose opedy 
to the congreissi fair and equal terms ; and you nmy possibly 
^piB sooner to a resolution^ when you find diat persefml 
flatt^ies, genera^ cajolings, and panegyrics on our vifiim 
and wisdom, are not likdy to have the effect you aeem.tft 
es^pecti the persuading us to act basely and foolUhly-M 
betraying our country and posterity into the l^nds of . q^ 
most bitter enemies, giving up or selling pf our arms and 
warMke stores, dismissing our ships of war and troops, and 
putting those enemies in possession of our forts and ports* 
This proposition of deliveridg ourselves bound and gaggedy 
ready for hanging, without even a right to complain, and 
without a friend to be found afterwards among all mankind, 
you would have us embrace upon the fiiith of an act of .par* 
liament! QoodGod! an act of your parliament ! ! Tbia 
deqionstrates that you do not yet know us, and that you 
&ncy we do not know you : but it is not merely this flimsy 
faitif that we are to act upon : you offer us,Aope, the hope 
of Pi.ACES^ PENSIONS, and PEERAGES. These, judging 
from yourselves, you think are motives irresistible. Iliif 
offsr to corrupt us, sir, is with me your credential, and con- 
vinces fne tb^t you are not a private volunteer in your appli^ 
C{|ti0i|* It bears the stamp of British court intrigue/ and 
ttie signature of your king. But think for . a mon^ent ill 
wlwt light it must be viewed in America. 9y PliAC^s 
which cannot come among us, for you take care, by a special 
articlej( to .keep them to yourselves. We must then pay th« 
salaries in order to enrich ourselves with these places. But 
ypu will give us pensions; probably to be paid too put 
Qt your expected American revenue \ and which none of 4if 
Qllia.acpept without deserving,, and perhaps obtaining,; aaKi- 
|}CH9904i« {^fifiJ^AOSS:! al^sj sir, our loi^ o^ervation of 
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Ibe vart iemle majority of your peert votiiig- constandy fcr 
tvery measure proposed by a minister, however weak m 
wicked, leaves us small respect for them ; ami we eoostder it 
as a sort of tar-aml-feather honor, or a mixture of fedhwss 
UA folly ; which every man among lis who shoiiU aeeapt 
from yowr king, would be obUged to renounce or exebango 
far that conferred by the mobs of their own country, or wear 
it with everiasting shame. 

I am, nr, your humbia servant, 

B.FRANftl1IVv 

I ... 
iMUr in inuwer to the propomtiom rf fitting iU uHumcM 

with France. 

Supposed to be to David Haetlby, Esq. 

Dear Sie, Pasty, Feb. 3, 1779. 

I have just received your favor of tfie S9d pasf, 
in which you mention, " that the alliance between Praiiee 
and America, is the great stumbIbg*bIock in the Way 6f 
nraknig peace ;** and you go on to observe, that' ^ whatever 
engagements America may have entered into, they may, at 
least by the consent of parties, be relinquished, for die pur- 
pose of removing so material an obstacle to any geberal 
treaty of free and unengaged parties/' Adding that '^ if the 
parties coold meet for the sake of peace upon free and opei 
ground, yon should think that a very fair prop6sition lb bi^ 
offered to the people of England, and an equitable propd- 
tftion in itself.^ The long, steady, and kind regard yon 
have shown for the welfare of America by the whole tenor 
of your conduct in parliament, satisfies me, that Ais propo- 
sition never took its rise vrith you, but has been suggested 
from some other quarter ; and that your excess of humanity, 
yotir love of peace, and your fear for us that the destruction 
we are threatened with, vrill certainly be effSscted, have thrown 



•iftiiiMiMfere j^Mir ^68^ whicb hindered ymi fl^(Hft i^^hig ^ 
mnlignity and nucchief of it. We know that yoai* K. bHiM 
MfhifgB and Prefbjterians ; thdt he thirsts for oar blobd'l^idf 
which he has already drunk large draughts ; that weak ttiHi 
«iqMriiK:i|ded«iiiislx;rs are ready to execute the wick^desitftf 
Us- orders, and his i^enal parliament equally ready- 14 P0(ii 
theflD justk liiot the smallest appearance of a reason eitii %i 
imagined capable of inducing us to think of reiinqaishfailli 
solid alliance widi one of die most amiable as well as most 
powerful princes of Europe, for the expectation of unknown 
terms of peace to be afterwards offered to us by stich a 
governmeni; — a government that has already shamefully 
broken all the compacts it ever made with us. This is worse 
than advising us to drop Ae substance for die shadow. The 
dog, -after he found bis mistake, might possibly have reco- 
vered his motton ; but we could never hope to be trusted 
again by France;, or indeed by any other nation undertheaven. 
Nor does there appear any more necessity for dissolvings an 
allii^uca with France before you can treat with us, than thene 
would of dissolving your alliance with HoUaud, or your 
union with Scotland, before we could treat with you. Oun 
is tibarefore no material obstacle to a treaty, as you suppose 
Uto.be. ^ Had Lord North been the author of such a pro* 
position, all the world would have said it was insidious, am} 
mieaiit only to deceive and divide ^ from our friends, and 
tlicxi to ruin us ; supposing our fears might be strong; engulf 
to procure an acceptance of it. But, thanks to God^ thaf.b 
qot die case ! We have long since settled all the accouqt.^ 
our own minds* We know the worst you can do to us, jjf 
yo)i ba.ve your vrishi is to confiscate our estates and take Q^r 
lives, to rob and murder us ; and this you have seen we jur^ 
ntAj to hazard, rather than come again ui^der your di^tei^lfd 
g^v^nment* 
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' Yo4 qMifft observe; my dear frimid, that (^ip # Ihilf wniin, 
fxcvise me! 'Tis Qver. Only let me counsel you aol t9 
think e( being sent hither on so fruitless sn enttpd as dpnt of 
imUcittg such a proposition. 

- It puts me in mind of the comic farce mtitled God-^imli 
m: the Wreckert. You may have foiigott^q it ; but I wUI 
Mcleavor to amuse you by recollecting a little nf it ' 

Soeiie. Mounf$ Bay. A. ship riding at anchor la^ a 
§reait storm. A lee shpre full of rocksj aii^ lined v^ith p^o- 
fle, furnished, with axes im^ carriagef to cut up- wrecks> 
knock the sailors on the head^ and carry off the plumder ; 
mceistrding to cwtom. 

' 1st Wrecker^ This ship rides it out longer than I expeeied* 
She must have good ground tackle, 

9d Wrtcker. We had better send off a boat to her^ 9ml 
persufKle her to take a pilot, who can afterwards ruA ber 
a-shere, where we can bert come at her. 
; 3d Wrecker. I doubt whether the boat can live in this sea. 
But if there are any brave fellows willing td hazard tbeta- 
selves for the good of the public, and a douUe sdiarei — let 
them say aye. 

Several fVrechers, I, I, I, I. 

The boat goea of, and comes under the ship^s stern. 

Spokesman. So ho, the ship, ahoa ! 
Captain. Hulloa. 
Sp. Would you have a pilot ? 
Capt. No, no ! 

Sp. It blows hard, and you are in danger. 
Capt. I know it. 

Sp. Will you buy a better cable f we have .one in the 
boat here. 

Capt. What do you ask for it ? 
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fft; Gut Aat-yoa have, trad Aeii well trilk^boiit the price' 
of tbis. ' ' ' 

Copt* I shall do no such foolish thing. I have lived io^ 
3K>ttr parish formerly^ and know the heads of ye too well to 
tnutf jne ; keep off from my cable Aere ; I see you have • 
flMd.to cot' it yourselves. If yoa go any nearer to it,* I'lb 
fire into you and sink you. . '-' 

Sp.. It.is a damn'd rotten French cable^ aod^^will-part of 
itself in half an hour. Where will you be then, captain i 
you had better take our offer. 

Cupti You offer nothing, you rogues, but treachery and 
mischief. My cable is good and strong, and \rill hold long 
enough to baulk all your projects. 

Sp. You talk unkindly, captuu, to people who came here' 
only for your good. 

. CapU I know you come for all our goods, but, by God^s 
help, you shall have none of them. You shall not serve us* 
as you did the Indiamen. 

Sp. Come, my lads, let's be gone. This fellow is not so - 
great a fool as-we took him to be. 



To David Hartley, Esq. M.P. 

Dbar Sib, Pa«sy,*l%6. 22, 1779. 

I received your proposition for removing the 
stumbling-block. Your constant desires of peace onght to 
endear you to both sides ; but this proposition^ seems to be 
naturally impracticable. We can never think of quitting a 
mSlid alliance made and ratified, in order to be in a state for 
receiving unknown proposab of peace which may vanish in 
the di s cussion. The truth is, we have no kind of faith in 
your government, which appears to us as insidious and de- 
voir. II. c 
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ceitfuli af it is unjust and cruel. Its character is ^ba( of the 
spider in Thompson^ — 

i, ' • cunning and fierce, . .^ 

Mixture abhorred / ^ , 

.Resides, we cannot see the necessity of. our relinquishii^ 
jOur alliance with France in order to a treaty, any more tbaa 
of your relinquishing yours with Holland, I am, very affec- 
tipnately, yours^ N.A«' 

To David Haetley, Esq. M.P. 

Dear Sir, Passy, March 21, 1779. 

I received duly yours of the 2d instant. I 
am sorry you have had so much trouble in the affair of the 
prisoners. You have been deceived as well as we. No 
cartel ship has yet appeared, and it is now evident that the 
delays have been of design, to give more opportunity of 
seducing the men by promises and hardships tp seek their 
liberty in engaging against their country. For we learn 
from those who have escaped, that there are persons conti- 
nually employed in cajoling and menacing them, representing 
to them that we neglect them, that your government is 
willing to exchange them, and that it is our fault it is not 
done : that all the news from America is bad on dieir side ; 
we shall be conquered and they will be hanged, if they do 
not accept the gracious offer of being pardoned on condition 
of serving the king, &c. A great part of your prisoners 
have been kept these six months on board a ship in Brest 
Koad, ready to be delivered : where I am afraid they were not 
so comfortably accommodated as they might have been in 
the French prisons. They are now ordered on shore. 
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* North America. 



Doctor Bancroft has received your letter here. H^ did lidt 
go to Calais. 

Knowing hoW earnestlr and cdhstanthp you wish for 
peace, I cannot end a letter to you without dropping a word 
.itfH that subject, to mark that my wishes are still in iiiib^ 
with yuurs. After the barbarities your nation has exefcMM 
agMnst us, I am almost ashamed to own (that I feel s<ud/^ 
timea for her misfortunes and her insanities. Your Veinf laMr 
open, and your bes»t blood continually running. You hav^ 
now got a little army into Georgia, and are triumphing in 
that success. Do you expect ever to see that army again i 
1 know not what General Lincoln or General Thompson 
may be able to effect against them ; but if they stay through 
the summer in that climate, there is a certain General Fever 
that I apprehend will give a good account of most of them'* 
Perhaps you comfort yourselves that our loss of blood is as 
great as yours. But, as physicians say, there is a great di& 
ference in the facility of repairing that loss, between an old 
body and a young one. America adds to her numbers 
annually 150,00b souls. She therefore grows faster than 
you can diminish her, and will out-grow all the mischief you 
can do her. Have you the same prospects ? But it is uii- , 
necessary for me to represent to you, or you to me, the mis- 
chiefs each nation is subjected to by the war : we all see 
clear enough the nonsense of continuing it ; the difficulty is 
wliere to find sense enough to put an end to it. Adieu, my 
dear friend, and believe me, 8cc. B. Franklin. 



> It had been intended that Dr. Bancroft should proceed to £ng« 
land with a power' from Dr. Franklin tu negotiate an exchange of 
fHscmers; but some difficulty having arisen, of which Mr. Hartley^! 
letter contained an intimation, that journey did not take place* - 
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David Hartley, Esq. to Dr. Franklin. 

.M,x dear Fbibnd, London, April 0,2, 1779. 

The bearer of this aqd some other papers 
(Hjir. " — -*) i^ ft very sensible and worthy gentleman, with 
vbpm I. had the pleasure of contracting an acquaintance 
since the commencement of the American troubles, origii^klly 
upon the business of the American prisoners. It is a satis- 
faction to me at all times to have found him a friend to the 
restoration of peace between the two countries. It has 
likewise been an additional satisfaction and confirmation to 
me in my own thoughts upon that subject, to find that his 
sentiments, I think upon most, or all of the subjects upon 
which we have conversed^ have coincided with mine. We 
hotix seem possessed of the opipion, that some plan of open- 
ing a negociation, upon preliminaries, which each side might 
find to be a sufficient security to itself^, might be practicable ; 
and then, your sentiment, which you gave me iu,a letter some 
years ^o, might have its free scope and effect, viz. A Utile 
time given for cooling might have excellent effects* 
. The sentiments I have opened to you in my late letters for 
some months past, and which I have reduced in an enclosed 
paper, into a more specific shape, seem to me, upon very 
repeated reflection, to promise the fairest ground of good 
expectation. These propositions originate from myself, as a 
mediator : I have communications with both sides, but no 
authority to make proposals from cither ; and perhaps n<^ther 
^Qf if 1 were to put the propositions separately to each 
(being myself . unauthorised) might give me positive consent. 
Each side separately might say No, from what. is called 
political prudence; and yet each side might secretly wish 
that the offer could be made, with a done first from the other 
party. I Uiiuk the proposition of a truce for five or seven 
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years, leaving all Aings in the present dispute in statu quo^ 
must be advantageous to all parties^ if it were only in con- 
sideration that a general satisfactory peace to all paiti^s 
may come among Ae excellent effects of time given for 
cooling. We can but fight it out at last. War never connb 
too late ; wisdom may step in between. These matters lia^ 
stolen upon us, and have arisen to great and formidable coii- 
m]uences from small and unexpected beginnings ; but hence^ 
forward, we should know by experience what tb expect. If 
the rage of war could but be abated, for a sufficient length 
•f time for reason and reflection to operate, I think it would 
never revive. I cannot pretend to forecast the result of any 
negociation, but I think war would not revive ; which is all 
that I want for my argument. Peace is a bonum in si ; 
whereas the most favorable events of war are but, relatively, 
lesser evils : certamly they are evils r mala in se, not boktt 
inse. 

I hope that a cessation of hostilities would produce a re* 
newa] of reflection : but even to take the argument at the 
worst advantage, die two parties are at a cooling distance of 
three thousand miles asunder. If the flames of war could 
be but once extinguished, does not the Atlantic ocean con*, 
tain cold water enough to prevent their bursting out again f 
I am very strongly of opmion that the two nations of Great 
Britain and North America would accord to the proposition 
of a truce for cooling. I cannot say whether a ' British 
ministry would accord to it, because they won't tell me : nor 
can I say whether an American plenipotentiary would accord 
to it, because probably you will not tell me. I put myself 
into your hands however, when I tell you frankly I am oi^' 
opinion that both would accord to it, if there could be a 
done first on either side, to bind the bargain first. You hay6 
the odds of me in this matter, because you know one half of 
the cpiettioii ; and I cannot give you any proof on the other 
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Aide, biif ^tily my own presumptive judgmest, upon obsesvi^ 
lim)> ai^ upon a course of reasoning in my own thoughts. 
- But for France — my judgment would be, that if the 
jNroposition of the proposed preliminaries should be agree- 
aUe to America, France would do very unhandsomely to 
defeat it by their refusal. I likewise think it the interest of 
France ; because their interest leads them to go to a certain 
point, and no further. There is a disparity in the operation 
of the terms of the alliance on the part of France, and on 
the part of America. The more vigorously France inter- 
poses, the better for America; in proportion to their 
exertions, tliey create, less or more, a diversion of the 
Bk-itish force: this reasoning goes straight forward for 
America ; but it is not so with France. There is a cer- 
tain point to France, beyond which their work would fail 
lind recoil upon themselves; if they were to drive the 
BHtish ministry totally to abandon the American war, it 
would become -totally a French war. The events of a twelve- 
month past seem to bear testimony to this course of reason- 
ing. The disadvantage upon the bargain, to America, is, that 
the efficacy of the French alliance to them pre-supposes their 
continuance in the war. The demur to France is, that the 
liberation of their new ally recoils with double weight of the 
irar upon themselves, without any ulterior points of. advantage 
in view, as dependent upon that alliance. 1 think the. inter- 
est <^ all parties coincides with the proposition of prelimi- 
naries. The proposed preliminaries appear to me to be just 
and equitable to all parties; but the great object with me is 
ito come to some preliminaries ; J could almost add, wh^Uever 
^tbose preliminaries might be, provided a suspension of arms 
for ^ adequate term of years were one, I think it womUL be 
:ltn thousand to one against any future renewal of the war. 
it ifl^ not necessary to enter at large into the rcyisons inrl^cb 
tMuce tm |» thinks that the Br^iib. mi«b^ ii^.^i9dj|ia% die 
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AnHerican pIenSi>otentiary would consent to the terms of 0ie 
proposed preliminaries ; for indeed I do not know diat I «ai 
fomided in that opinion with respect to either, but still I 
believe it of both. But what can a private person do m 
such a case, wishing to be a mediator for peace, having pxj^ 
^sess to both parties, but equally uncertain of the recepttqm 
-♦f his mediation on either side ? I must hesitate to take aflgr 
'public step, as by a proposition in parliament, or by ady 
<rther means to drive the parties to an explanation upon any 
apecific proposals : and yet I am very unwilling to let the 
'session pass without some proposition, upon which the piir«- 
lies may meet, if they should be so inclined, as I suspect 
them to be. 1 have been endeavoring to feel pulses for 
some months, but all is dumb show. I cannot say indeed 
that I meet with any thing discouraging, to my apprehension, 
either as to equitableness or practicability of the propositioil 
for preliminaries, if I could but simply receive sufficient 
encouragement that I should not run any hazard of obstrucl- 
ing any otheV practicable propositions, by obtruding mine, I 
should be very much satisfied to come forward, in that' case, 
with mine, to furnish a beginning at least which- might lead 
to peace. 

There is nothing that I wish so much as to have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and conversing with you, having many things 
to say to you ; but if that cannot yet happen, I have only to 
^y, that whatever communication you may think proper to 
ikikt to me which may lead to peace, you may be assured 
that I shall be most strenuous in applying it to that end. In 
all cases of difficulty in human life, there must be confidence 
abmewhere to enable us to extricate nations from the evils 
attendant upon national disputes,.a8 they arise out of national 
paJisions, interests, jealousies, and points of honor. 1 am 
not ''#ure whether the extreme caution and diffidence ofe-p^r- 
'aooii^ iii I^Utidadl iife> ba fioc the caaae almost as frequently ^ 



40 PBIVATB CORRBS^OMDE^CE PART III. 

the uoneceMary protraction of the miseries of ^ta, as of the 
final production of any superior good to any state. Peace 
now isb better than peace a twelvemonth hence, at least by all 
.the lives that may be lost in the mean while, and by all the 
nccuniulated miseries that may intervene by that delay. 
When I speak of the necessity of confidence, I would not 
have you to think that I trust to all professions, promiscuoiidj, 
with confidence : my thoughts are free respecting all parties ; 
and for myself, if I thought it necessary for the end of at- 
taining any additional confidence in your esteem to enable 
me to co-operate the more effectually towards the restoration 
of peace, there is nothing that I would wish you to be 
assured of but this : that no fallacious offers of insincerity, 
nor any pretexts for covering secret designs, or for obtaining 
unfair advantages, shall ever pass through my hands. Believe 
me truly to be, not only a lover of my country, but a sincere 
friend to peace, and to the rights of mankind ; and ever most 
affectionately yours, .J). Hartley. 

Lord North consented to Mr. Hartley's proposition for 
endeavoring to procure from the American plenipotentiary or 
plenipotentiaries some opening that they would be willing to 
commence a parley, on propositions of peace between Great 
Britain and America, and supposed the terms which Mr. 
Hartley had in view would be something like a tacit cession 
of independence to America, with a truce for a certain term 
of years, to serve as a basis for a general treaty of accommo* 
dation and final settlement. 

This last application (which was made on the 20tb of 
April, 1779,) of Mr. Hartley's to Lord North, after several 
previous conferences on the subject, is the ground of the 
present confidential communication with Dr. Franklin, on 
the part of Mr. Hartley, who states to Dr« Franklio. as he 
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did to Lord North, that an auspicious beginning of a nego- 
dation is dimidium facti. 

Mr. Hartley's ideas of the probable course of themego- 
ciaCion, would be to the following effect. -^ 

Five coiumissioners (or any three of them) to be appointed 
on the part of his Britannic Majesty to treat, consult^ an4 
agree upon the final settlement and pacification of the present 
troubles, upon safe, honorable, and pennanent terms, subject 
to rati6cation by parliament. 

That any one of the aforesaid conunissioners be impowered 
to agree, ^as a preliminary, to a suspension of all hostilities 
by sea and land, for a certain term of five or seven years. 

Hiat any one of the aforesaid commissioners be impowered 
ta agree, as a second preliminary, to suspend the operation 
and effect of any and all acts of parliament respecting 
America, for a certain term of five or seven years. 

That it is expected, as a third preliminary, that America 
should be released ^ee and unengaged fi-om any treaties with 
foreign powers, which may tend to embarrass or defeat the 
present proposed negociation. 

That a general treaty for negociation shall be set on foot 
as soon as may be after the agreement of the foregoing pre- 
littkiaries. 

N. B. A doubt seeming to arise from Lord North relative 
to the probability of any explanatory communication on the 
part of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Hartley expressed he thought it 
poasible, that as a known friend to peace, he might be con^ 
sidered by Dr. Franklin as a depdt of any cominuuicatlons 
which may serve from time to time to facilitate the terms of 
peace : which therefore prevents this communication being 
coostdered as any direct overture from Lord North to'Df^ 
Franklin, or from Dr. Franklin to Lord North, but as it is^ 
merdty % mediatorial proposition of Mr. Hartley as a private 
person, for the purpose of bringing the parties to a parley. 
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To David Hartley, Esq, M. P. 

DftAR Sir, Pa^fyt May 4, 1779. 

I received your several favors, viz. one of April the 
lOth, one of the £Oth, and two of the 22d, all on the same 
diay, but by different conveyances. 

I heed ' not repeat what we have each of us so often it^ 
peated, the wish for peace. I will begin by frankly assuring 
yon, that though I think a direct, nnmediate peace, the best 
mode of present accommodation for Britain as well as for 
America, yet if that is not at this time practicable, and a 
truce ts practicable, I should not be against a truce ; but 
this is merely on motives of general humanity, to obviate the 
evils men devilishly inflict on men in time of war, and to 
lessen as much as possible the similarity of earth and hell. 
For with regard to particular advantages respecting the states 
I am connected with, I am persuaded it is theirs to continue 
the war, till England shall be reduced tcf that perfect impo- 
tence of mischief, which alone can prevail with her to let 
other nations enjoy *' peace, liberty, and safety.** I think, 
however, that a short truce, which must therefore be an 
armed truce, and put all parties to an almost equal expense 
with a continued war, is by no means desirable. 

But this proposition of a truce, if made at all, should be 
made to France at the sahie time it is made to America. 
Hiey have each of them too much honor as well as too mnch 
sense, to listen separately to any propositions which tend to 
separate them from each other. 

I will now give you my thoughts on your ideas of a nego- 
ciation in the order you have placed them. If yoii will 
nnmber them in your copy, you will readily see to which my 
observations refer, and I may therefore be more concise. 

To the first. I do not see the necessi^ or use of five 
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coiQinissioners. A number of talkers lengthen discussions, 
and often embarrass instead of aiding a settlement. Their 
different particular views, private interests and j^alounes of 
i(f^l| other, are likewise so many rubs in the way; and it 
a^etiffies happena that a number cannot agree to what each 
privately thinks reasonable, and would have agreed to, or 
pflirl^s proposed if alone. But this as the parties please. 
, .To the second. The term of 21 years would be better for 
all sides. ^Fhe suspension of hostilities should be expressedt 
to-be between all parties at war. And that the British troopa 
and ships of war now in any of the United States be witb- 
4r^wn. 

To the third. This seems needless, and is a thing that 
may . be done or omitted as you please. America has im^ 
concern about those acts of parliament. 
. To the fourth. The reason of proposing this is not ub« 
derstood, nor the use of it, nor what inducement there caa 
be for us to agree to it. When you come to treat with both 
your enemies, you may negociate away as much of theso 
engagements as you can ; but powers who have made a firm 
solid league, evidently useful to both, can never be prevailed 
with to dissolve it, for the vague expectation of another tn 
nubibus ; nor even on the certainty that another will be pro- 
j^osed, without knowing what are to be its articles. America 
has^no desire of being free from her engagements to France* 
The chief is that of continuing the war in conjunction with* 
her, . and not making a separate peace : and this is an obliga^ 
tion not in the power of America to dissolve, being an obU- 
gation of gratitude and justice towards a nation which is 
engaged in a war on her account, and for her protection, and 
M'ould be for ever binding, whether such an article existed or 
not in the treaty, and though it did not exist, an honqst 
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AmericsD would cot off his right hand rather than sign an 
agreement widi England contrary to the spirit of it. 

To the fifth. As soon as you please. 

If you had mentioned France in your pr<^osed suspennon 
of armsy I should immediately have shown it to the minister, 
and have endeavored to support that idea. As it stands^ I 
am in doubt whether I diall communicate your paper or not, 
though by your writing it so fiur it seems as if you intended 
it. If I do, I shall acquaint you with die result. 

The bill of which you send me a copy, was an excellent 
one at the time, and might have had gr^t and good effects, 
if instead of tellii^ us haughtily that our humble petition 
riiottld reoeiTe no answer, the ministry had received and 
enacted that bill into a law. It might have erected a wall of 
brass round England, if such a measure had been adopted 
when Fryer Bacon's brazen head cried out time is ! But 
the wisdom of it was not seen till after die fatal cry of 
time's past ! I am, my dear friend, 8cc. 

B4 Franklin. 

To David Hartley, Esq. M.P. 

Dear Friend, -Pa«^> Feb. 2, 1780. 

It is some time since I procured the discharge 
of your Captain Stephenson. He did not call here in his 
way home. I hope he arrived safely, and had a happy meet- 
ing with his friends and family. 

I have long postponed answering your letter of the 2Sfdi' 
June. A principal point in it on which you seemed to desire 
my opinion, was, the conduct you thought America ought tb 
hold in case her alHes should, from motives of ambition tM* ' 
resentment of former injuries, desire faer to continue die war 
beyond what should be reasonable and conristent widi her 
particular nttoests. Ab often as I took up your letter in 
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order to answer it^ this suggefttiop displeased oie, and I laid 
it down again. I saw no .occasion for discussing such a 
question at present, nor any good eqd it could serve to dis« 
cuss it before the case should happ^ ; and I saw inconve- 
niences in discussing it. I wish therefore you bad not men^ 
tioned it. For the rest, I am as- much for peace as ever I 
wa^ aiid as heartily desirous of seeing the wimt- ended, as I 
wjBa to prevent its beginning ; of which your ufuoisters kaow. 
I gave a strong proof before. I left Enghind, when, in order 
to. ^ accommodatioiii I offered at my own* risk, without 
ord^s. /or. so doing, and without knowing whether I should 
be Qwijied Jn doing.it, to pay the whole damage of destroying 
the tea ^t Bostpn, provided the acts made against that pro-* 
vince were repealed* This offer W;^ refused* I still think 
it would have been wise to have,accepted it. If thecon^ 
gress have therefore entrusted to others rather than to om^ 
the n^ociations for peace, when such shall be set oa foot, a« 
has been reported; it is perhaps because they may have 
heard of a yerji; singular opinion of mine, that there hardly 
ever existed such a thing as a bad peace, or a good war : and 
that I might therefore easily be induced to make improper 
concessions* But. at the same time they and you may be 
assured, that I should think the destruction of our whoW 
cpuntry, and the extirpation of our whole people, preferable* 
to .the infamy of abandonipg our allies. 

As neither you nor I are at present authorised to ttfeat of 
peaee, it seemi^ to little pnrpose to make or consider propo- 
sitions relating, to it. I have had so many aucb put into mf ^ 
hwds that I <un tired of them. I will however give ^your. 
proposal of a tea years' truce this answer: that though I 
thiuk. a jBoUd peace made at, once, a much better thiog^; yet 
if. the truce is practicable anc| the peace not^ | should be for 
agreeing to it. At least I see. at; present no sufficient reasons 
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for fefunng . ity provided oitf allies approved 4}t it ' But lilil 
ii jDierely a private opinion of mme^ which perhaps may be 
changed by reasons that at present do not offer themselve^^ 
IThisi however, I am clear in, that withdrawing your troofNi 
will be best for you, if you wish a cordial reconciliation^ ^ and 
4iat the truce diould produce a peace. To show thtit It 
was not done by coropubion, being required as a condiddil 
4of the truce, they might be withdrawn before^hand, for va^ 
^Otts good reasons. Bnt all this is idle chat, as I am per> 
■uaded that there is no disposition for peace on your Mtf, 
and (hat this war will yet last many years. I know notfafng 
and bdieve nothing of any terms offered unto Sir Henirjr 
Cliuton, 

. The prisoners taken in the Serapis and Countess of Sclb^ 
borough, being all treated for in Holland, and exehanged 
tfiere) I hope Mr. Brown's son is now safe at home with 
Usfother.- It grieved me that the exchange there, which 
yott may remember I immediadely proposed, was so iotig 
jd^oyed. Much human misery might have been prevented 
by a prompt compliance. And so might a great deal by the 
execution of parole promises taken at sea ; but since I see 
no regard is paid to them in England, I must give orders to 
•ttr armed ships diat cruise in Europe, to secure* their' pri^ 
sdnery as well as they can^ and lodge them ih French or 
Spanish prisons. I have written something on this affair to 
Mr. Hodgson^ and sent to him die second passport for a 
cartel to Morlaix, supposing you to be out of town. The 
number* of prisoners^ wd' now have in Pr^hce "is not easily 
ascertathed. i suppose it eiceeds ICX); but you may be 
assul^that the number wKich tnay be brbii/ght over by Hie 
two cartels, ahall be fuUy exchanged iiy adding to ihoseud^igil 
][>y us, as many as will make up the comjdenient Mf of those 
taken by the French, with whom we have an account since 



ibe exchange in' Holland of whose we carried^ in^ilicM. 'f 
ipah'lherefore you would, as was proposed^ clear jouvpfi- 
sona of the Americans who have been so long confined 
lii^e. The cartels that may arrive at Morlaix^ will not be 
Retained. 

You may have heard that accounts upon oath have beife 
tdaen In America by order of confess, of the British barblh 
lities committed there. It is expected of me to mi^e^% 
ifobool-book of them, and to have thirty-five prints designed 
here by good artists and engraved, each expressing one^ <ir 
flAOre of the different horrid facts^ to be inserted in the bdolr, 
in order to impress the minds of children and posterity witb 
a deep sense of your bloody and insatiable malice and wick- 
edness. Every kindness I, hear of done by an Englishman 
(q-W American prisoner, makes me resolve not to proceed 
in the work; hoping a reconciliation may yet take ptaoe; 
But every fresh instance of your devilism weakens that reso^ 
hition, and mftkes me abominate the thought of a reumqn 
with such a people. You, my friend, have often persuadeil 
Hi|e, and I believed it, that the war was not theirs, nor ap:- 
proyed by them. But their suffering it so long to coBtinae^ 
%nd the wretched rulers to remain vrfio carry it on, makes me 
think you have too good an opinion of them. Adieu, mj 
dear friend, 8cc. B.Franklin. 

■^ David Habtley, Esq. M.P. to Doctor 

Franklin. 

My.deab Fbibno, London, July fif, 1780^v;. 

Enclosed I send you a copy of a conciliatory bill* 
winch was proposed in the house of commons on the 27di 

^;> ^Prmgk^rfapn^^MidhUif^conciSaiiQn with America^ / 
A^biU ix^.ifff f $t the crown wiih wfidfnp pewers to treat, eonsah, and 
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of last month. It was rejected. You and I have had so 
much intercourse upon the subject of restoring peace be* 



finally to agree upon the means of restoring peace with the pro- 
vinces of North America. 

Whereas many unfortunate subjects of contest have of late years 
subsisted between Great Britain and the several provinces of North 
America herein after recited, viz. Nem Hampthire^ MaMtaehutetfs Bey, 
Bhotb Itiandf Connecticui, New Yorkf Nem Jeruy^ Pentuyltania, the 
Thru lower Counties on Delamare, Marylamdf Virginia, North Caroii^ 
no, South Carolina^ and Georgia, which have brought on the calami* 
ties of war between Great Britnn and the aforesaid provinces : to the 
end therefore that the &rtber efiusiou of blood be prevented, and 
that peace may be restored. May it please your Majesty, that it be 
enacted, and be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the lords sinritual and temporal, 
^BA commons ia this present parliament assembled, aod by the au- 
thor^ of the same : that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty 
by letters patent, under the great seal of Great Britain, to authorise 
an4 empower any person or persons, to treat, consult, and finally to 
agree with any person or persons, properly authorised on the part of 
the aforesaid provinces of North America, upon the means of restor*' 
iag'peaee between Greai BHiain and the aforesaid provinces^ utiibtd'^ 
ing to the powers in this act contained. 

And be it further enacted, that in order to facilitate the good |nir- 
posesof thisact, his Majesty may lawfully enable any such person 
or persons, so appointed by his Majesty's letters patent, as aforesaid, 
to order, and proclaim a cessation of hostilities, on the part of his 
Majesty's forces by sea and land, for any time, and under any condi* 
tions or restrictions. 

And be it further enacted, that in inrder to lay a geiDid foundation 
for a cordial reconciliation and lasting peace, between Great BrOmn 
add the aforesaid provinces of Norih Amenea, by restoring .^n'anii- 
cable intercourse between the same, as soon as possible, bis Miyesty 
may lawfully enable any such person or persons, so appointed by 
his Majesty^ letters patent, as aforesaid, to enter into, and to ratify 
fjTom time to time, any article or articles of tnterconiM and padfica- 
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tweea Great Biitauii' and America^ that I think diere h 
MOthing farther left to be said upon the subject. You wffl 



tioHy which article or articles, so entered into and ratified from time 
to time^ shall remain in full force and effect for the certain term of 
ten 3fear9, from the first day of Auguit, one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty. 

ProTided also, and be it further enacted, by the authority afor»i^ 
said, that in order to remove any obstructions which may arise to 
the fiiU and effectual execution of any article or articles of intercourse 
and pacification, as before mentioned ; that it shall and may be law- 
ful for his Majesty, by any instrument under his sign manual, coun- 
tersigned by one or more of his Mtyesty's principal secretaries of state, 
to authorise and empower any such person or persons, so appointed 
by his Majesty's tetters patent, as aforefaid, to suspend for the term 
often years, from the first day of Auguit^ one thousand seven huo- 
dfeed and eighty, the operation and effect of any act or acts of parRa- 
ment, which are now in force, respecting the aforesaid provinces of 
North America^ or any clause or clauses, proviso or provisos, in mnj 
such act or acts of parliament contained ; inasmuch as they, or any 
•f them, may obstruct the full effect and execution of any such arti^ 
cle or articles of intercourse and pacification, which may be entered 
into and ratified as before mentioned, between Great Britain and the 
aforesaid provinces of North America. 

And be it further enacted, that in order to establish perpetual re- 
condlement and peace between Great Britain and the aforesaid pro- 
vinces of Ni^th America^ it is hereby required, and be it enacted, that^ 
all or any article or articles of intercourse and pacification, which 
shall be entered into, and ratified, for the certain term often years 
as before mentioned, shall from time to time be laid before the two 
houses of parliament, for their consideration, as the perpetual basis 
of reconcilement and peace between Great Britain and the aforesaid 
provinces of North America; and that any such article or articles of 
intercourse and pacification as before mentioned, when the same 
shaQ have been confirmed in parliament, shall remain in full fbroe 
and effect for ever. 

And be it further enacted^ that this act shall G(|ptinue to be in 

VOL. n. D 



fenwiftf.by.Aft'gefltral tehgr <rf i^ hiH fbftt itfft'opdMv a 
gfM^ii^.|^ower:Ui! u^nl.. . Itcfa^» oitt:« .iiae of .«dgQiQauni 
in very general terms. I reniftia m^the.^i»eotiliientft;Hl»^'l 
ever have^ and which I believe I ev^r shall entertain, viz. 
those of seeking'peace tipon honorable terms, I shall alwag^s 
be '^^dy<^ci moet' desirous to conspire in any measures 
Mibb'iini^y facifitttte peace. I ata ever, your most affect 

^' '" To HYs fixciti/iNCY J; Adams, Esq. * 

r^ExTUACT.) JP.a«m Aprils, 1781. 




and cautioning ]tjie cbiiimissjk>n^rs^.for pc^ce not tp promi.^ 
iop.mi|ch respejCtingtbe. future (constitutions. They are in- 
qi^ cautiously worded, but easily understood, wh^ eXf 
jj^fdned by two court maxims or assertions, the one of Uoj^ 
pfr.9nville's^ late president^ of thct council, that fhejkjn^js the 
mjaior ofthp colonies ;.,ihi 9t^er of the JprejBient^^cbi^c;^- 
for,' when in the house of commons, that ihe Quebec conUiT 
i^ti9n,was the o/nly proper constUuHon for colom^ QU^ to 
hav£, been given t^ them all whenfint planted^ and what qU 
ought now to he reduced to. We may hence see the danger 
ol^'ll^tentng^ to any^bf their ileeeitfol prcpositidfna; ithough 
piqued by th^ negligence of some of those European powers 
who will be much benefited by our revolution. I hav^ the 
hoUdir to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble ser* 

4i&i; ' ^.TftANKLIN. . 

t^r^^ulitll the^hirty-first day of Dccemher^ one tlibusanff ^en min«i 
dred and eighty->one. ".' . -^i 
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i-miitwiO beifatndad to you by Major Jaokmt^ 
worthy tifficer>iirtbe service of tkt gtatea, whom I beg teili 
lo'iooofiit&end'to your emKtm. . ' cxi 

. : , To Dayid Hartley. Esq. 

..ja . • . ^ . pasty, Juni' SO, 17&l^ 

. ;^iJi; .;i. I received xQiyfikar friei|^> kipd jbtter ef thttllkli 
iii3tp|i^ . fful ,iai«iediateiy- communicated your reque|tsif>A 
passport to M. le Comte de Vergennes. His aoBv^er, vrhieli 
I have but just receiv^d^ expresses an apj^r^bensiqn that tba 
circumstance of bis granting a passport to you^ as you flien* 
tion the purpose of your coming to be the discoursing widi 
me on the subject of peaccj, mighty considerbg your chara^ 
ter, occasion many inconvenient reports and speculi|tibii|[| 
but that he would make no difficulty of giving it, if ybii 



assured me that you were authorised for such purpose 
your ministry, which he (|oes not think at all likely ; otberwuj^ 
he judges it best that I should not encourage your comutt« 
Thus It seems I cannot have at present the pleasure you wm 
30 kind as to propose for me. I can only join with yoU )f 
earnest wishes for peace, a Uessxng which 1 shall hardly Kfi 
to see. 

With ^ greatest esteem and respect^'! am ever^ d^ 

sir. '8cc. B. Fbanklix« 

... 

To HIS ExcBiLBNCT J. Adams, Esq. Amstskbav*' 
' "* (Extract.) ;^' 

SiB, Passy, Oct. 5, mh\ 

I congratulate your Excellency on your recoy^fg^ 

I hope this seasoning will be the means of securing your fift» 

ta^]pealti^ by accommodating your constituUgn to the Wijf^ 

that country. ., . , t..,f, 

Since the letter your Eicellency hoiiorodi;aBt:mii'of 



die 25tli of August^ I have learnt notbing new of tbe media- 
tion. It seems to be at present in a state of atagnatiw,; 
any farther proceedings in it' that may come.to my>iuip\ir<» 
ledge^ shall be immediately communicated to you. This 
court appears attentive not only to the interest of the United 
States, but to th^r honor. England seems not yet tired 
toodgh of thewarto think seriously of an accommodation, 
ind tAl then our new commission vnll hardly afford us muck 
emplbymenty or make it necessslfy for us to appoint n ser 
£retary in its service : I send however enclosed, a cof^ of 
tbe minute of confess relating to that appointment. 1 have 
bot beard of Mr. Dana's arrival at Petersburgh : if fow 
£xcellency has received aay commkinicable advices frooi 
him, I shall be glad to see them, and to know whether he is 
likely to continue there. Enclosed is a letter for him, and 
Another for yourself: they appear to me to have been opened ; 
but they are in the state I received them^ under cover from 

■ 

JMr. Nesbit of L'Orient. 

A letter from America that has been shown tiit, men- 
tions a reidlution of congress to exchange General Bur- 
gbyne for Mr. Laurens ; but 1 have never seen that resolu^ 
tion. Do you know any thing of it ? I have a lettei^ from 
Mr, Burkef'on the subject of that general, which 1 am at a 
loss to answer; I have the honor to be, &c. 

, B. Franklin. 

I 

To HIS EXCKL-LBNCY J. Ad AMS, EsQ. 

Sib; , . . / • Passi/, Oct. 12, }!l,9\. . 

i received tbe letter yonr EsiceLteiicy did me the 
•honor of wmuig to me the 4th instant. , 
. Ihave never known a peace made^ even the n^il^lidwi- 
tageous, that was not censured as inade9iiat^' and the 
makers owdefHwd as injudicious or corrupt. ^ Blessed 



are the peace-makers/' is, I suppose, to be understood in tflft 
othW world, for in this they are frequently cursed. Being itt 
jtt Mber too muth attached to this world, 1 had therefore 
no ambition to be concerned in fabricating this peace, and 
kliownothow I came to be put into the commission. I 
esteem it, however, as an honor to be joined with you in %& 
ilritifp^rtant a business; and if the execution of it sImH 
litppen in my time, which I hardly expect, abaft endeav^ 
to assist in discharging the duty according to the best of vaff 
judgment. 

Immediately on receipt of thie commission of instructions^ 
I communicated them as directed, to this court. The steps 
that have been taken in the mediation, were verbally commu^ 
nicated to me ; but as yet I have had no copies given me of 
fbe papers. I asked if it was not proper to communicate t6 
the ministers of the mediating powers, the commission dif 
ettegress empowering us to accept their mediation ; and wtt 
advised to postpone it a little. I will endeavor on Tuesdi&y 
next to obtain for you a copy of the answer of the British 
cdtirt, which you desire, and will consult on the propriety of 
mentioning our commission in the public papers. 
' I have* heard nothing of Mr. Jefferson. I imagine the 
stoty of^ bis being taken prisoner is not true. From faia 
original unwillingness to leave America when I v^s 9&H 
hither, i think his coming doubtful, unless he had been made 
acquainted with and consented to the appointment. 

I hope your health is fully established. I doubt not but 
you have the advice of skilful physicians, otherwise I should 
ptvsume to offer mine, which would be, though you find 
yourself well, to take a few doses of bark, by way of fbrtify- 
itlig your eonatitution, and preventing a return of your fever. . 

Vfftfa the greatest Hisfnici, I have the honor to be, &c. 

B^FlAHKLrN. 



'^4 Tiii^i^ttttiiitr^jifiizfiVM iPkir^n, 

^ ., . Wm. Albxandbr, Ksq, to Dr» Fiia;«klin» . ,.. 

'•"^'Mt bbar Sir, Pttrit, DM^• ld> JI784. 

I told yoQ lft0t time I bid lb* plfMure of B««fig 
yon il PtMTy that I ftliould make a trip to London, but had 
no notion it would be m> soon. On coining to town last 
evening, I found such pressiitg letters that I propose setting 
off this evening or to-4Borrow at latest. I would l^ave called 
if possible to receive your commands ; but as I un pu^^hed 
in time, must content myself with sending for tliem.' The 
Marer will call for them an hour after receiving this letter. 

I shall probably be interrogated about the dispositions in 
,|his countr}' to peace. My own idea is, that you seek only 
TOur independence, and that this country, were that, secpured, 
vnll be moderate in other matters, as the object of the war 
does not seem to be conquest Let me know if this is 
Moper language. I notice that a courtly argument has bedi 
Viffid in, parliament for continuing the continental war, that 
frimdrawmg would make you insolent and give France ek* 
elusive advantages— were it not proper that tbb were con- 
jkJiMlicted flatly ? Any commissions you may have w31 be 
tUen care of ; and I diall be back, barring accidents^ in 
llur^e weeks. Wishing you every thing that ia good, I re- 
Biain with equal esteem and respect, dear sir, your most 
obedient bumble servant, W. J^hzxA^pzm, 

An s WEB TO Mr. ALsxAunn, 

•^' Bear Sir, Potty, Dee. 15, 1781. 

'"'-^ • I thaiik you for infonmng me of yoiv inleiided 

j^taumey. You know so well the prevailing sentiments bevc, 
'JUA nline in particular, that it is unnecesnary for me to expirees 
'flk^ ;-' wid having nererbMO beHeved on dat skte the wMer, 

U'MrtteliklM miktt. I iriU uy; bmrnti Ost 1 dunk On 



lapguage you mention very proper to be held, as it is the 
truth /tilbti^' tti truth niay^noi ah^y^ be j^rb^er/ '^Vishing 
yoo^irgood voytge^and happy return to yt^ur ehiklrie%;4 am 
,^th.£foal>t8le«m7 d#ar sir, ly ours^ &c. &^^ . > < 
c.«(f )n.- B. Fiuiflti4^«r 

i)flm^.^ -TcrTo^PAyiD HARTUtv^ Esq, M.P. . .^^<j 

^'^" fSeiA by Mr Aleximdfer, with a piimphlet.] ' "^^ 

,3iy DEAR Friend, Passy,Dec. 15, 1781. 

I received your favor of September 26; contaming 
YOiir Very* judicious proposition of securing the spectator3 m 
the opera and play-houses from the danger of fire. . I cbm- 
tnunicated it where I thought it might be useful. You will 
'see by the enclosed that the subject has been under conjsl* 
dera lion here. Your "^concern for the security of life, even 
the.live> of your enemies, does honor to your heart and your 
liumanity. Biit \a hat are tlie lives of a few idle haiinter^'df 
play-Houses compared' with' the many thousands of woitoy 
men and honest industnous families butchered and destroyeil 




most 

affectionately, B. Franklin. 

. eom ^(". ■"*: ' rj'C'j ; . : .. ''.fin 

'*^^AvVb"flARTLEY, Esq. Td DR.FftANk'uN. "^ *^' 

My dear^PriIevDj --" LmiOdnj Jan. 2, 1782. 

;;gr : If hs^ve received the favor of yours of the ^1^^ of 
jj^f^eembor by ,Mr. AlesLaiidar. 1 mos| ^^^rtily join with 
^iQ»il[ii* 4he wish 4if|l( we could find M)a)e uteanrto stQfL^,t|^ 
^Ip^ffM^jiig .flaiOQS 4)f this i^vUish war. ■. i will n^^'t ,d|^mj|» 
']^^CQgimuiiicaliQU3 ..i^hkk be has^ioapaiiie^ to me J^ffffffL 

^^d^K^^^^ mMp^s?{f^^9^ iM^^^^^f 
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tilt mmiftter immediately. We are at a saspense for die pr&* 
Imt uponv a ^ery material preliiniuary. I did not intend 
iMting to you at the present pause^ that we might make our 
ground good as we go on ; but an incident which has hap- 
pened obliges me to do it without delay. For having had 
%inost esstniial question transmitted to me from Lord North 
£(>r explanation, when I would have applied to Mr. Alexan- 
der I could not hear of him; and now i find that he has lefit 
ilt$ hotel these four or five days, and his return uncertain^ I 
Sinst apply to you. I will state to you what has passed, 
i .Upon my first interview with Mr. Alexander, he told me 
that the late events would make no difference in the prospect 
^f peace; that America had no other wbh fiian to see a 
termination of this war; that no events would make them 
imreasonable on that subject, which sentiments likewise your 
lifter expresses; and that no formal recognition of indepen- 
dence would be required. I thought this a very fair opening ; 
hut the next point which he explained to me seemed to be still 
more material towards peace, viz. thiU America was disposed 
iQ enter into a separate treaty with Great Britain, and their 
mUies were disposed to consent to it,* I believe that it has 
been the unfortunate union of common cause between Ame- 
rica and France, which has for the last three years turned 
aside the wish of the people of England for peace. I verily 
believe (so deep is the jealousy between England and France) 
that this country would fight for a straw to the last man, and 
the last shilling, rather than be dictated to by France. I 
therefore consider this as the greatest rub out of the way. 
I have often argued this point with you upon form^ occt- 
siona^ having at all times foreseen that it would be the great-* 
e0t rttb in the road to peace ; and 1 have often stated it to 



win ilm 



' A great miscoficqituiai 
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y^M a9j»uact of justice due to America from her mlliei^ 
tp, 4^ her I through a war of European resentments and 
jeajousies beyond her original views and engagements; '»■# 
ilH>f;^ver I think tbe.separation of the causes in the negockk 
4oi| promises much the shortest road to 9 general peace. < tr 
• ;^]LJponJMr. Alexander's opening thus much to me, I foU 
fai^ik I. woiild apply for the earliest opportunity of laymg thcia 
milttera before the minister. Accordingly^ on Friday mofii- 
i^ig^ (December £1), I applied through the means of tlla 
Earl of Guildford (father to Lord North), a nobleman of H 
flOH^t.refpectable character, advanced in years, and attached 
by tvery possible tie to a son now in a most ardifous sitiia»- 
yoa« I therefore requested the favor through his hands, at 
l^ijPg me the most conciliatory access to the minister^ ti 
%i(hom I was preparing to make an application ioi peaedL 
After the appointment was made with Lord North for Fridftflf 
evfening^ 1 returned to Mr. Alexander to consider the spiel 
cific manner and terms in whi<;h I should make my applicH^ 
tioiU Jt had occurred to me from what Mr. Alexander had 
stalled to me, that the conciliatory bill ' which I had moved 
in die last parliament, on June 91 ^ 1780, would still serve H 
a;jfo^dation to proceed upon. I therefore carried it witll 
9ie« He told me that he and you knew the sense of the bitt 
very well, and that it would be entirely consonant to yo«r 
sentiments, that I should state it to Lord North, as drawng 
W- outline for negociation of peace. However, to avoid all 
errors, Jl.read die bill through to him, and explained tiM 
view of each clause, viz. the style of provinces of NorA 
Afnerica — a general phrase, to avoid any term denoting de* 
pendenc|9 or independence. The truce— 4br an indefinitar 
term. The articles of intercourse for ten years certain-^^tD 

■ See Mr. IUttl65^ letter of July 17, 1780. 



mtfire m an>ic»ble correspondence-T-and to abate fnimovi- 

Jh^»- 'Th^ suspensioQ of cert^io aicts of parliainent— to fivo^d 

,«YOer^ :ppss.iUe quesUoo of.dependepce or iiidf p^ ii(|ence< And 

.|jpt. ^fii^b the. work by a ratification of eaph article uf iQ^fiT* 

.^^ujc^e .as agreed to, thereby to prevent all poasiblei return ,ff 

S^. . I. compared the articles .of intercourse, for a sbpft 

^^rin^ and tb^ir ratification into a permanent peace* to a w^U* 

^iiown mode of proceeding in the laws of England^ by Jf^e 

^jfp^ releaiei from teiaporary tp perpetual /MipitjfaQd.p^ce. 

JJpiui.. these grounds I took my commisiiion from, b|i)x,f9r 

Lord Norlfa, viz. the question of .dependeooe or jpdep^ 

jdaoce 4ii6 si/rnrto — a separate treaty with America, ^an^^ 

4|tajte the conciliatory bill of JaaJL \7S0, asL.tbip.outli^ j^f 

jP|ie|(ociation. I saw Lord North in the evenjip^gi af)j|l stfUejd 

jthe,..f9regoing propositions to him, as I have now stated 

^em to you. After having stated the compromise s«&jr|- 

Jcifiio and the separate^ treaty, I left with Lpn) liprtb d^ 

4^py of the bill of June 1780, together with a pa(^ ii[itttlfd 

Xii^qnciliatory Propositions, as explanatory of that bill ,(hot)i 

l^clo^d with this). The next moaiing (viz« Saturday, Df^ 

afjoob^ 9S), I saw Mr.. Alexander and. reported to him, wbM 
,^,bad. stated to Lord North, and showed him a copy of lfa(p 

p^per intitled Conciliatory Propositions. He told i|i^ that I 

^d executed my commission perfectly to his, intelljgsnce ^q^f 

Jfif^ matter* I should tell you, that at the conclusion oCj^jr 

pqnversation with Lord North, we both setded jointly ^ 

l^plt til us: 'f I recommend t6 your Lordship the4>rQposir 

^ns wbich 1 have had the honor of stating to you, aai^ 

gfnfxal grounds of a proposed negodation Ufiding tq9w4^ 

jjfffff^, Muder liJberal comiructiom" Lord North; said in 

Wf?WF#' 1*' i^ T^ ! understand them." 

.,^{Upoq,dwi.ibating matters jested for some days. . On Sixfkr 

day last (December 30), 1 received amessaipAciPi LordNprth 



^tlirafugh the meaus of Lbfd Guildford, requesting an Id^jplH- 
'^AWon'^on this point, viz. ^ Who is Wthorisied to (re^t od^ 
"^art of Amerfea? whethcif you or" Mr. Adams, orl)othjoibdf ? 
'^liiid whether di<^ profl^bsitions above stated Svould be ^('k/iow;- 
'Tedged as geheiiil grounds of negociation towards ^dci^^^y 
'jne person or ^^sons authorised to treat, Uecadse'it' wai'ijfc- 
^iiiisisty before 'he could lay a mbfter of $6 great imporiUilJe 
^SSSfbre the cabinet council, that he should be entitled toil^'^ 
^^These propositions and general outlines cdme lb nik ftoia 
^rids^nsible and authorised persons r" The moment I- recelWd 

£e retjuest of Lord North I agreed entirely with the necie^ 
i^ty of an explanation on that head/ I had partly expecfett 
'Aiih an inqiiiry, and it gave me satisfaction when it came, in 
^thought it' the first >ep1y tovf ards a parley. If th^ prOfMi* 
tl!tions had not gained some attentiohyit would have been df 

Vef3^Kttie importance ia have inquired whence they catne. 'As 
^to the caution itself, it appears to me not oiHy prudent but 
ijidispen^ble. The fortais of caution in such cases are fliib 



'l?^»elitials of dautioiu 'i had determined oh my own acdditnt 
Be^ri'tbis message to hdve writ to you, that I' might hai% 
¥eijj^ived' your seutiitients directly from yourself withbut 'siAr 
t>¥her iiitefveritioii, tbaf wd might proceed with caution and 
^e^iity iti a maftter of such infinite importance. This m^- 
^§(i hiirf^x>tily ^uickehed my dispatch. The two pdtltfi ik 
^Sj^iihtion requested, I take to be these; whether tbie ou^litMli 
iriA>^ recked are prop^ly stated, adways considering that tKf^- 
1&i|yiyYvo farther than geAertil grounds of nJtgocialibn iowWirA 
peacjfy'iitkltr liberal conHructioM ; and secondly, by Wfift 
mfthbrised piersoii or persons any answer on this siil^bit 
wofttfrf be accepted ; in short, a reqoisition ^ cred^Mi9ls pii^ 
parator^ to a formal answer, ^hich is so ttnich the mOt^ ni^- 
ecssaryon the supposition of a favorable receptiod'Of tlie 
first iiint towards negociatioii. 
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''■Whellrz f last saw Mr. Alexander, about four or ii?e Aiys 
igoy be'iiad met with some desponding impressions sks if the 
nabhtry were indisposed to peace, and that things would tiot 
do, Sec; He did not tell me upon what ground he had fornitd 
sifch apprehensions: however, lest he should have impartid 
angr sueh by letter to you'j I will state that point to you, b^ 
'^mstse ft may have infinite ill consequences to be too touchy 
OK- such suspicions. A premature jealousy may create ^Ifat 
^tfiaryevil it suspects* The ministry in this country are not 
every thing. The sense of the people when really expresaed 
and exerted, would be most prevalent. Suppose then it wens 
approved point that every man in the ministry were in lus 
hesutt adverse to peace. What then? withhold all overtures^ 
By no means. I should advise the very contrary in die 
tfhfongest manner. I- should say, let the overtures be nfade 
so much the more public and explicit, by those who do wish 
for peace. It is the unfortunate state of things which has 
bidierto bound the cause of France to any possible treaty 
with America, and which has thereby thrown a national damp 
upon any actual publici exertions to procmre a negbciadou 
fiir peace with America. I have the strongest opinion that 
if it were publicly known to the people of Englatld thatf iflt 
liegociation might be opened with America upon the terms 
abd^e specified, that all the ministry together, if they wei^ iH 
Ap68ed to a man, would not venture to thwart such a liilCfa* 
idte.' Btit why should it be supposed that the mhiistry ttft 
d^n are in disposed to a peace? Suppose them tobe'faalF 
alid half, and the public wish and voice of the people in fator 
<tf -tiegociatioti, it is evident on which side the balance v^uM 
iittMine. - But why should we seek to throw a damp pretita* 
ttffvly iipotr any chance i Why presume even against atiy in* 
dividual i I grant that it would be a bitter trial of humility to 
be brought to a formal recognition of independence at the 
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haughty comnKUid of France, and I believe eveiy part t>f fhe 
natkn would proceed to every extremity before they wooU 
submit to that. But if that touchy point can be provided fim 
$9»k silentioy and if the proposed treaty with America may .be 
carried on free from control by France, let us give thecauaft. 
<tf peace a fair trial; at the worst we should but be where wtt 
were if we should fail. But why should we expect to hSb 
when the greatest rub is removed by the liberty of enteriii|p 
separately into a treaty ? I think it a most favorable . event 
leading towards peace. Give us a truce with its concomitanta^* 
and a little time so given for cooling will have most excellent 
efiects on both sides. Eternal peace and conciliation may 
then follow. I send this to you by the quickest di.spatdv 
diat we may bring this point to a fair issue before the. meeting 
of parliament. God prosper the blessed work of peace;! 
I am ever yours most, affectionately, D« H» ^tf 

CONCILIATORY BILL. 

Jn the title and preamble of the bill the words provmcn 
of North America are used as general words, neither implyiiq^ 
dependence or independence. 

.^, Clause 1* TMe truce is taken from, the conciliatory act of 
3778, and is indefinite as to the proposed duration of the trucf. 
([nder tbia. clause it might be proposed to negociate Hvff^ 
ftomts^ viz. the removal of the British troops from the tbirteep 
pi:ovuices of North America, and connectedly with this artidl([f 
a., stipulation for the security of ibe friends of the Briti^ gQip 
vemmenL The third article might be a stipulatiuii that ,Uh^ 
respective parties durii^ the continuancjs of the truce sImmqU 
not either directly or indirectly give assislanGe to the enemifla 
of each, other. 
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MidriMse some a^ningeoieiits mighl be tstlled for etliiUUii 
in|f«'ft-aB'iiid''iiMiUialinteffcoiirie, civil aiul ctuiiiMraial^JMM 
iNMn Oreat Britaii* asd the aforeMid provtpses'.krf.- JAoftli 

tfNi^dsfM9tt fce« oommiMiomioii aay be Iript nyrn hifnieMi 
llni.'hM»x:duBtriet| during the A^gooietiaB/or ft^mc, mukmilk 
itimiblii^ agpinnt anji olaite. ot rigbta>mbighmiig|i|;diamr infen 
coDtetl the question of dependence or iudepeiideoce. 

Clmuse 4. The rutjficaiiw by.partifmM^ llie object of 
Alt clause is to Cj^ssdidate peace and conciliation step by 
Step as the ne^odatioo Ittay prooeed; end t6 prevent, as far as 
possibll^ iny jretiim of fiar^ after the first d^lifaiiqpiiQf a 
ikmcMi.*' iBgfv Aet Q^eralion of ibis ciauee.ia iv^porary truce 
iiajrbdCGMverttrd utoa peTpeliial and pennaiieiitjpfiK^fkrf.i 
V Ciaum 5, A iemporary acL 'JThis clause oraalMg.a ton* 
paiaiy act Air a specific piMpoee of ji cg ft cia t ieii ianiii^ ja 

tafcta froai theactof I77S» . ^q -. 

* # .1 

••f* •"•'■■» • • » ■ • .' » i.^v I i'. -f ■ •' I. ' f . '. |i.t ..I 

«i^P.'8. January 6| 17M. *if. .^ij; 

' * Since writing this letter I have- see*. Mr*- Aleia»l 

Mr/and sbdl see- him ffomiitee to tkne4o ciiiniwiiistaianik 
HM. 1 do not snppos^ I shall have an aneker h^m iIjqbI 
Morihlfli thepretimktt^peiMiwe ao* settled as to^enakb 
Mm lb g?ve an anssrer in ferns. ^^MmaMf fMgbl««HlotthifliU|r 
||he rriton negative if they tbAight proper; but I doiM^ead 
peclthat ' YOtt'Miyb^ aisnred tbat Iha^lalMl'sbaU contilHMi 
fdfieiilbree ffHTf a ig sw ne atin th* moatooneiltatbry manarr^ln 
hithice i tfifigdeiation. I am twj sorry for Mr. A.t»oon6iia« 
tWMtM bis^HiHif accMM^ bad on thaftof his .Mnads^^ andJber 
«M#r probab^n ibefatnre state of thb b«sbieii||Ua parsonal 



JBivh^:4«»istfince>ilid fivery;e7(ert|ou of mme wiU^ «tMUil.V«'1i4l 
ii»il)^ iManily idiivcHed to thai causes i have noihi nf^ 4iif th^i^ 
Itf «dd, ddiflr apoo ipy omu reflectionft or from 1113^ »iii^9eqii«||% 
conversations with Mr. A. to what I have stated in (Aitaforq^. 
gjking letteFi if* w« once nndce a good beginnini^ «|kiII Ihe 
ftK» tfatre- ntskteij I should hope tkat such a nesoctidfigi^ 
hunded on avch principles, would promise fair to produQii 
^sRBiy^iitliry and pacific consequence in the evcfit. ..tti . 

' ■ -. » ■ » 

^^ * " lAnsrber to the foregoing.'] 

Tp i>- Hartley^ E§q. M, P, ,. 

<* DfllAa^SIH;' ' Pasiy, Janmry \5, l1lB9i^ '^^ 

} ' » 'i'l^caved * few day* since* your faifor df the 4ftill 
instant^mwhich^OA t^Riney thbt Mt. Alexauderiittd iiifii^meffc 
ydip*' Aetdiieti'^v^m disposed t6 enter into' a separata' treaty 
1Mi|)l^'6reM BfilniAvV' I am'pereitaded^that yobrstrong deaiM; 
for peace has misled you^ and odcaaibnedyoor greatly 'iniH 
understanding Mr. Alexander, as I think it scarce possible be 
should have asserted a thing so uttetty void nf femiialltbn* 
Iir«emfainbef^that'^'you hitve,' as you say; often urged this on 
fictaiarcFoeasionS) and that it always gave me toore dtsgusl' 
inoilngr'lfiiendsbipcfor you 'pemnttied m^ to express. B<lf 
tikbmyoif kaihr. tknv gone so far aa to carry 8«ch a^h>potftidif 
KiSMd'i^thj Bt anting flr6m us^ it b necessary that I shouM 
l^dfiplicit with you^ and tell yon {plainly, that 1 never ivt^ 
sudhan idfaa^-dad'! lieKeve there is not a man kf Am^ci|^i| 
ft^<Bngtis)| Terica^ extepted; that would not apufir At-^iui 
liiodgbt of deseMng'k noble and geiierous Aietid ftir <he^sf||rt 
^rfikilfilcr^mth-kn nrgaat itoi chiel eoeny*-! 'have* figiim revel 
k^'f"j<M^(^t\XM&^fiA\y' wkh the imnfecriiJt. pf op^^ilifCHMi 
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diat accompany it ; and am concerned to find that one cannot 
l^ve vent to a simple wish for peace, a mere sentiment of 
iHimaniiy, without having it interpreted as a disposition to 
flttbuiit to any base conditions that may be offered us rathei* 
dian continue the war ; for, on no other supposition could 
jQU piopose to us a truce of ten years, during which "we aie 
|0 engage not to assist France while you continue the war with 
ker. A truce too wherein nothing is to be mentioned that 
may vi eaken your pretensions to dominion over us, which you 
may therefore resume at the end of the term or at pleasure; 
when we have so covered ourselves with infamy by our 
treachery to our first friend, as that no other nation can ever 
after be disposed to assist us, how cruelly soever you might 
think fit to treat us. Believe me, my dear friend, America 
lias too inuch understanding and is too sensible of the value 
#f the world's good opinion to forfeit it all by such perfidy. 
The congress will never instruct their commissioners to obtain 
A peace on such ignominious terms ; and though there can be 
biit few things in which I should venture to disobey their 
•rders, vet if it viere possible for them to give me such an 
^et as this, I should certainly refuse to act : I should instantly 
lanounce their commission and banish myself for ever from 
to infamous a country. 

We are a little ambitious too of your esteem; and as I think 
we have at quired some i^hare of it, by our manner of making 
irar Mitii you, 1 trust we shall not hazard the loss of it by 
consenting meanly to a dishonorable peace. 

Lord North was wise in demanding of you some authorised 
persons. He justly thought it too improbable to be relied 
W| so as to lay it before the privy council. You can now 
inform him that the whole has been a mistake, and that no 
auch proposition as that of a separate peace has been, is, or 
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18 ever likely to be made by ine, and 1 believe by no otlier 
authorised person whatever in behalf of America. You m^y 
lartber, if you please, inform his lordship^ that Mr. Adauu^ 
Mr. Ijaurens, Mr. Jay and myself, have long since been emr 
powered by a special commission to treat of peace, whenever 
a negociation shall be opened for that purpose : but it must 
always be understood that this is to be in conjunction with 
9Dr allies, conformably to the solemn treaties made witb 
theip. ^ . 

You have, my dear friend, a strong desire to promote peace, 
and it is a most laudable and virtuous desire. Permit m^ 
then to wish that you would, in order to succeed as a mediar 
tor, avoid such invidious expressions as may have an effect in 
preventing your purpose. You tell me that bo stipulatioQ 
for our independence must be in the treaty, because you 
*' verily believe (so deep is the jealousy between £ngland and 
France) that England would fight for a straw to the last nian 
and the lasl shilling, rather than be dictated to by France/* 
And again, that '^ the nation would proceed to every extre;- 
mity rather than be brought to a formal recognition of inde- 
pendence at the haughty command of France.'' My dear 
sir, if every proposition of terms for peace that may be mado 
by one of the parties at war is to be called and considered 
by the other as dictating, and a haughty command, and for 
that reason rejected with a resolution of fighting to the last 
man rather tlian agree to it, you see that in such case no treaty 
of peace is possible. In fact we began the war for indepen- 
dence on your government, which we found tyrannical, and diis 
before France had any thing to do with our affairs : the article 
in our treaty whereby the *^ two parties engage that neither of 
them shall conclude either, truce or peace with Great Britain 
Without the formal coQaent of the other first obtained, and 

VOL. II. % 
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mutually engage not to lay down their^ arms uptil the inde- 
l^deoce of the United States shall have been formally er 
iadily assured by the treaty or treaties that shall terminate 
Ae war/' was an article inserted at our instance, being in our 
fiivor. And you see by the article itself, that your great dif- 
ficulty may be easily got over, as a formal ackoowledgm^t 
of our independence is not made necessary. But we Ik^ 
hy God's help to enjoy it, and I suppose we shall fight for it 
as long as we are able. I do not make any remarks oo the 
Other propositions, because I think that unless they were 
made by authority, the discussion of them is unnecessary 
and may be inconvenient. The supposition of our being dis- 
posed to make a separate peace, I could not be silent upon, 
as it materially affected our reputation and essential interests. 
If 1 have been a little warm on that offensive point, reflect on 
your repeatedly urging it, and endeavor to excuse me. What- 
ever may be the fate of our poor countries, let you and I die, 
as we have lived, in peace with each other. Assuredly I con- 
tinue with great and sincere esteem, my dear friend, yours 
most affectionately, B. Fbanklin. 



D. Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklin. 

My dear Sir, London^ Jan. 24, 17B2. 

1 received yours of the 15th instant, this day. 
I must take the earliest opportunity of setting you right iiKone 
mistake, which runs through your whole letter, and which to 
you, under that mistake, must be a very delicate point. You 
seem to apprehend that America has been stated in the pro- 
.position to Lord North, as^' disposed to ^ter into a separate 
treaty with Great Britain;" but yon^omil the cwditioo, viz. 
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in ith^ words komeiiBtely Mlovrng^ " and tAat their aUkt 
nfth dispoied to consent to it.'* There cannot possibly 1^ 
any supposition of treachery to allies, in any proposition to 
which they may consent. A separate treaty with the confint 
Hi the allies of America, was the proposition communicat#d 
la Ae by Mr. Alexander, and which I laid before the mi^v- 
161*, and which I reported back again to Mr. Alexander,* in 
wtkitig) when I showed him the paper intitled '* Conciliatdry 
Pitopositions,'' which I took care to reduce to writing, wid< a 
view of avoiding mistakes : therefor^ 1 have not misunderitaCid 
Mr. Alexander. I have since seen Mr. A. many times, and 
he has always stated one and the same proposition, viz. that 
America was disposed to enter into a separate treaty because 
their allies were disposed to consent that they should. There- 
fore there cannot exist a suspicion of treachery. It occurred 
to me once whilst I was writing, to bar against that misooii- 
irtTUction : but, having specified the consent of the allies of 
America, in the same sentence, I could not conceive su<^ a 
misGoostruction to have been possible. You have mistaken 
another point greatly. You say, ^* a truce for ten yearsv" 
There is not in the bill any such disposition or thought; on 
the contrary, it is specified in the enclosed paper, that it is 
Vefit indefinite, for the sole purposeof avoiding the suspicion 
vdiich you have suggested. The truce may be for 20, or 50> 
or. 100 years, (in my opinion the longer the better). But in 
any case, what I mean now to state is the indefinite term in 
the biD. The artidles of intercourse are only proposed for 
ten years certain, just to strew the way with inviting and 
conciliatory facilities, in the hope that a little time given for 
tooling wocrid confirm a perpetual peace. If I were per- 
mitted to be the mediatdPi riiould certainly propose the truce 
for £0 yean : but if iHKnore than ten years could be obtained, 
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i would certainly not Refuse such a groond of pacifi^tioo 
*iifid treaty. I refer you to several of my letters two or three 
years ago, for thie justification of my sentiments on that head* 
'j/thother point: look at all my letters since 1778^ and sce^if 
' r have at any time suggested any breach of treaty or of honor: 
otl the contrary, I think a faithless nation, if exterminated^ 
^ould not deserve the pity of mankind. I speak of all that 
I know in the treaty between America and France^ and what 
I think reasonable upoit the case itself. If America is further 
bound than we know of, they must abide by it. I speak ta the 
apparent and public foundation of the treaty, article seeond^ 
with the -provision of tacitly from article dght: and now L 
ifiefer you to my letter to you, as long ago as April 10, 1779: 
^' If beyond this essential and directed end^ and upon grounds 
' totally unconnected with that alliance, not upon motives of 
ihagnanimity for the relief of an innocent people, but from 
distinct and unconnected motives of private European senti- 
'xiients, America should be dragged into the consequence of a 
general European war, she may apply to France die apos- 
trophe of the poet, speaking in the person of Helen to Paris 
^ non hoc palUcitus tua.* ^ You see therefore that our senti- 
ibents have been uniform, and as I think reasonable, became 
I still remain in those sentiments. Suppose, for instance, 
(and you call it the case of a straw if you please) that Great 
Britain and France should continue the war for ten years, on 
the point of a commissary at Dunkirk, aye or no:-*rwoQldit 
be reasonable or a casus fxderis, that America diould be pie* 
duded from a separate treaty for ten years, and thereforeia* 
volved in the consequential war, after the essential and direet 
ends of the treaty of February 6, 177S, were aeooD|disbBd.? 
'As far as my judgment goes, updtf &e knowledge of each 
f|u:ts as are pubUc, I Aould think iilfras neitber^fWioitai/e 
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odr n-catusfotdtrt$. This is the breviate of the argument; ip 
iffaicb there is no thought or suggestion of any breach of faith 
or-faonor. I did conclude that France was disposed to gi?|0 
thieir consent, because Mr. Alexander informed me so, a^d 
btCBuse i thought it reasonable that France should consenf^ 
smA reasonable that America should enjoy the benefit of tl}a|; . 
emiseni. I transmitted it to Lord North as a proposition ten)* 
perate and pacific oq the ^part of America, and consented to 
bfitheir. allies, and on no other ground did I transmit or pry^ 
pose it. All that your letter tells me is, ^' that America w31 
not break it with her allies, and that her commissioners wUl 
not entertain such a thought;" but give me leave to add, that 
they, as honest men, cannot disdain such a thought, more than 
I do; every honest man ought to disdain the office, or tha 
bought of proposing a breach of faiith to them. I have oft^ 
told you, that such an office or such a thought shall never be 
mine. .. But you have uoC told me that France would not be 
disposed to consent to a separate treaty of peace, for that allj 
whose peace was the original declared object of the alliance. In 
the case supposed, viz. of certain supposed or real punctilios 
between two proud and belligerent nations^ which might pos- 
sihly. involve America, for years, in a war totally unconnected 
with the objects of the alliance. Besides, if any rubs should 
oeour in the road to a general peace, France is too proud a 
nation to. say, that beyond ihe policy of contributing to the 
sanation oi America from Great Britain in any contest of 
rivabhip, they cannot meet their rivals in war, without the ai- 
siftofice of America* I cannot conceive that the minister of a 
great belligerent nation could entertain such a thought, as 
affisciodg their own sense of honor, or be so unreasonable to 
tfaair allies,a8 to withhold^nsent to their peace, when theessin^ 
Poland direct eiub.ofitlie aUiance were satisfied. Observ.e, 
I do not contend against a general peace : on the contrary, I 
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niean to recommend the most prudent means for producing it. 
But; as an anxious lover of peace, I feel terrors which distaiay 
nie; and I consider the dangers which may obstruct a general 
peace, arising from the pride and prejudices of nations, which 
are not to be controlled in their heat by arguments of reasea 
ot philosophy. Can any man in reason and philosophy toUr 
lAe, why any two nations in the world are called natural ene^ 
mies; as if it were the ordinance of Ood and nature ? 1 fear 
iris too deeply engraved in the paswoMB of man, and for tfaai: 
rekson I would elude and evade the contest with such passions; 
I would strew the road to peace with fldwers, and not wilk 
thorns. Haughty, and dictatiiigf and c^mnutndsy are no wonb: 
of mine ; 1 abhor fhem, and I fear them. 1 would elude* 
their force by gentle means, and step by step. fa> article 
dgfctj there are the following words : ** By the treaty or trea- 
ties that shall terminate the war/' Lei us have one treaty 
begun, and I think the rest would follow. I fear when ^cod* 
tending passions are raised lest we should lose all by grasping 
at too much. < 

January 25. I have just seen Mr» Alexander, and heive^ 
talked the matter over with him. I s^nd you n copy of his^ 
sentiments upon it, which, for the sake of avoiding ^artfaer 
mistakes, he committed to paper, and which, I think; justify 
me in saying that I understood from him that Frauoe was 
disposed to give their consent, as he explained it to iMe> and 
as I explained it to the minister. He didnol- say> nor did I 
understand him to say, that he was authorised by the Frenck 
ministry, or by any one else, to declare that France had bound 
herself to consent, or that any such requisition had been 
made to her ; but that it was his opinion that France would 
ccmsent, and that 1 might proceed upbn that presumption, so 
fer as to recommend overtures of negociation. AMdltlingly 
the phrase of my letter to you is, that he expk^med to me^ 
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that their alHes were disposed to consent. You see \v'hat hi 
opioion IB OQ this day ; add as you have not told me that 
Fkw^ M^ill Dot consent, the reasonable probability which 
stiU remains with me, for the hopes of opening an amicable 
treaty, remains as it did. I could not delay saying thus, by 
the..veiy first mail, upon a point equally delicate to me, ai 
well as to yourself. My dear friend, 1 beg of you not to 
think, either that you can be considered as capable of enter- 
taining, or that I should be capable of suggesting, any un- 
worthy or dishonorable propositions. If there has been anj 
miaunder^t^nding, it is now cleared up; and the ground for 
negociation remains open as before. I therefore still enter- 
tain my hopes. I am ever your affectionate, D. H* 

Explanatory Letter of Mr. Alexander to Mr. HXHTLBt', 

referred to in the preceding. 
* 
Dbak Sib, 

As I had not the opportunity of seeing your 
conrespondtnce at the time, I was unable to prevent the mis- 
understanding that seems to have arisen. There is no pro- 
position of which I am more convinced, than that ** Nothing 
can be done without the concurrence of allies." But, as the 
chief obstruction towards an accommodation seeuied to me 
to lie in the personal character of some who have great weight 
m this matter, and a» the object of tlie war (the independence 
of. America) seems, in the opinion of all men, to be secured, 
my oiHrU' opinion was and still is, that there was so much 
wisdom and moderation where prejudice prevents us from 
seeing it, that; provided the ends of the war are ucconiplibhed 
to the satisfaction of all parties, they w ill be very reauy to let 
us out o^ it, in the most gentle manner, by consenting equally 
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that the business shaU go on in one, two, or three separate 
deeds, as shall be most palatable here : and to doubt that our 
friends are desirous of finishing the contest, with the appro- 
bation of their allies, is to doubt their understanding* I am, 
miiih the greatest esteem, yours, &€• 

W. Albxan^biu > 
't London, Jan. £5, 17d8. 
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David Haktley, Esq. M.P. to Dr* Franklin. 



.My bxar FrienDj London, JFM. 1, 17M. '^ 

1 write to yon oite line by this mail only toteli 
]fou that I have seen the minister since I last wrote to joup 
and that he never did entertain the idea one moment otway 
propositions being thrown out on your part ia the least degree 
inconsistent with the strictest honor and faith to th& alUei* 
I bad no occasion to guard against or to explain any such 
thought, having at all times conveyed the contrary to him in 
the most explicit terms. ]^ transmit this to you for your full 
aatisfactioii. We have had much conversation ooitheaulgeGt 
^ peace, which you may be snte I have iBOst seUously ea^ 
deHvored to enforce. / skotdd not do himjusiic9 if- 1 did 
wd add that I believe his wishes are for peace, and that he 
gives the most serious attention to every argument, and to the 
■question of every practicable means on that subject. I have 
alBted many things for his consideration, and for coosultatioii 
wiUi others, after which 1 shaU see him again. 1 heartily 
wA the result may be favorable to the prospect of peaces 
I am ever, yoor affectionate 
s D. Hartley* 
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To David Hartley^ Esj). M,P. . . 

Deab.Siv Paltry JTeA. 16, l78fi«:^J 

I received your favor of the 24di past Y<NI 
have taken pains to rectify a mistake of miDe relating todw 
aim of your ktters* I accept kindly your replidation^ and I 
hope you will excuse my error, when you reflect that I knew 
<tf no consent^ given by France to our treating aeparatiBlyi of 
peace, and that there has been mixed in some of your convei^ 
aations and letters various reasonings, to show thataf Frnioe 
akouki require something of us lliat was unreasonable we 
then should not. be obliged by our treaty to joii^ with herav 
ceiitiiiuiag,.the war. As there never had beeasuch requiaii - 
tieiii what could I think of such discourses i .,1 thought miIi 
siqipose !an honest woman would think, if a gaUantshonUf 
entertain her with suppositions of cases, in which infidelitjurla 
her 'husband .would be justifiable. Would not she aafeurdljp 
imagine, seeing no .other foundation or motif e : for. such .coon 
versation, that if he could olice get her to admit the geaenl 
principle,! his intended next step would be to persuade bit 
that such a case actually existed i Thus knowing your idkff 
like of France, and your strong desire of recovering Amerke 
to England, I was impressed with the idea that such aninfif^. 
daUty on our part would not be disagreeable to you ; and • 
that you were therefore aiming to lessen in my mmd the hoe* 
ror.I cmiceived at the idea of it. But we will finish here^bp 
mutually. agreeing that neither you were captUeof pnqpoaiB|f ^ 
nor I of acting on such principles. ,: • . •:, j 

I cannot. hovrever forbear endeavoring to give a little pos* 
sible utility to this letter, by saying something on your case 
of Dunkirk. You do Yiot see why two nations should bo 
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deemed natiind eoemies to each odier. Nor do I^ unleM one 
or both of them are naturally mischievous and insolent But 
I can see how' enmities long contiuued, even during a peace^ 
tend to shorten, that |;eace» and to rekindle a. war. That is 
when either |>art}r, having an advaatage*ia war^ shall exact 
eoiBklitioiis in the treaty of peace^ that are goading and coo^ 
atdally aKMB^ing to the other. I take this to be the casaof 
TOUT ^ commisaioner at Dunkirk.^ What wouM be jmm 
heUpg^ if France should take and hold poaaesaion of PotiM^ 
mouthy Of: Spain of Plynouthy after a peace, as ]K*t fonnerikf 
heldCyai«i and now hold Gibraltar ? or, oa lesloring jour 
ports, should insist on btving an insolent commisaioner atis 
tmied thcre^ Ui. fbrbid jour placing one sleoe upon another 
bgr vfMj 4fi foitifr^tion i You wiould probabl^'noi be ?ev; 
easy under- iuch n stipulatioR.- If dierefove yea desire a peace 
ftat dn^ bejdrm tnd dinrahle, thiak no more of such extram- 
gint dehianda.' It is not necesaary to give my opinion farther 
on that foibt ; yet I may add fnmkly, as this ia mere privitd 
coofeaantio*. between you and me^ that I do think a faithful 
aUgry^eapeCieDy m hen. under obligations fbrsuob great and 
gaderoua assistance as we have received, should %bt as long 
aa he^ia ^Ue^ to> prevent (as far as his continuing to fight asaf 
ptemntty hiaiiiends being compelled again to suffer suoh an 
insulu^- .... . t . 

My* dear friend, the true pains you aretakir^; to rertore 
peacoi whatever anay be the success, entitle yon to the esteeipi 
o4 all^giooci tiien. If your ministers really desire peace, ne» 
thinkst tfa^y weedd do well to eatpoairr some pereon to make 
propositions for that purpose. One or other of the partiee 
at* war- must take the first step* To do this belongs properly 
to the miafi«L America, being a notice in such sSmif has no 
pretence to that character, and indeed#lber the aaqyNr given 
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hj Lord .Stohnont (when we proposed to him sometbiiq; 
refartive to the mutual treatment of prisoners with humaniljr)^ 
that the kin^s ministers recei'oed no applications from rebeh^* 
tmiess when they came to implore hH majesty's clemeney^ fl^ 
dmnot be expected that we should hkzard the exposing duA. 
seH«s again t6 such insolence. All I can saj farther at pM 
sent is, that in m^r opinion your enemies do not aim at: ydtii 
destruction, and chat if you propose a treaty yon will $aA 
them reasonable in their demands/ provided that on yoiirisfllii^ 
they> meet with the same good 'dispositions. But Ao mo& 
dream of dividing uf:: you will certainly never be abfete 
effect it. •■• " ' '■ •' -y-- 

With great regard and aflEection^ 1 2tm ewar, dear sir, yimfi^ 
most obedimt and most hoMMe servant, ' (ft 

■''•■■■• Bf F«anklin1--<-': 

. ..J 

David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklin, 

Mt DEAR Feiend, jFeA, 28, 178«. 

I have not as yet any ^ing to commnnicate to 
you* I have upon many occasions recommended the road 
to peace in the most earnest way. I am not without hopes. 
I think I may venture to say that the arguments which I have 
stated have made an impression. I have not expected to 
receive the final answer from Lord North till after the par- 
liamentary arrangements of the year are settled. I am jost 
for three or four days in the country upon a little business^' 
but upon a furlough, as I may say, with the knowledge of 
Lord North, wfao^ during the budget week, cannot possibly 
want to see me. I have dierefore taken that week for a little 
private business in the comitry; and* if Lord N. should hfap* 
pen to wish to see nto^ my broths keeps vratch, and is tor 
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Mild express for me. PubKc report W3I tell yon that on 
Ffiday last there was a division in the house on an American 
qitestion, of 194 to 193. I cannot anmer for the disp^ni' 
ihn$^ ministers; hui in point of justice I ought to say^ tJket 
^iihinkf and msfar as I can judge from the conferencH tMck 
t'kofoe hadf that I hone found good dispositiom towards^peace^ 
I. do not {dredge myself^ because 1 may be deceived; howw 
•ver, that is my opinion ; and I say thus miich lest my isilence 
should appear suspicious, and createali^nation io other paiw 
Ilea; • I think I have seen good dispositiona fvem the first 
Mmmencement of my conferences on. peaccv My brother 
iitids me word diat Mr. Alexander is to return by the nex| 
IMl; I therefore wrile*Aist to send either by him^ or at least 
in the same packet. I have had much conversation with Unv 
and be will tell you that I have done my utmost to serve the 
eanse of peace. I will conclude this with a quotation which I 
Inn^ applied to another person in argument respecting peace : • 

': * * • . ■ ' ■ "* 

Consulere patriae, parcere afflictis, fer^ caede abstinere, 
frs tempus dare, orbi quieteniy seculo pactm suo, * 
-: ' • Hfto summa virtus^hftc ccelum petitur vift. '■ 

God bless you and prosper our pacific endeavors. I shall 
probably write again to you soon. Your affectionate 

D. Habtl£Y. 



« • 



Mr. Hartley's brother, Col. Hartley, M. P.' 

'* ' . . . • . 

TO Dr. Franklin. 

.; Drab Sir, Soho Square, Feb. 28, i78tiL . 

~ ' As I know how anxious my bro&er.'ia to 

tabrace «very opportunity of expressing those sentimenta of 
peace and universd philanthropy, M4iich do yott lx>tb so 
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•nuicb hoDor^ and of testify ii^ his fe*egard for youTielf^ I 
Bony he i» not returned to town before Mr. Alexander'^dil^ 
.jparture. His abaence from town baa. been occaaioned bjM^i 
bting obliged to go into Gloucestershire for so'oie papain 
felating to family concerns ; and as 1 am sure nothing oati^ 
part will be neglected (owacds forwarding the great obfMI 
of peace, I repet his absence the less, because itraffo^^jB# 
4MI opportttittty di saying how entirely I -agree witbrhim-ii 
<^iniott^ and particularly in the respect and esteem I beur>tiii 
« person who has ao ardently wished to. prevent die effusMQ 
of blood aod the dreadful effects of tliis fatal and destructin^ 
firar; a person who was, who would have been^ permit >ma^ 
denr sir, to add, perhaps who is, (would the conduct of thia 
owMry permit him with justice to be so) the res^, the sinceio 
£riendofit. .>. 

:• That delusion, founded in falsehood^ first made this con?* 
try forget itself, its honor, and its justice, and pursue tfaia 
accursed and destructive war is certain ; happy will it be if 
the dereliction of it at last shall show that its continuance 
has not already extinguished in the breast of America every 
former degree of frieudship and affection ! That reason la 
beginning to return, and this country to see its errors, I hope, 
from a majority of the house of commons having y ester di^ 
agreed to a resolution against the American war, and I be^ 
lieve almost all the people of England are against the war. 
I hope this will lay the foundation of peace between the two 
c<E>untries, and that the horrors of war may be succeeded by 
lasting and general tranquility. The event is in the. hand of 
Providence alone ; but the endeavor to contribute to'viich 
blessed purposes is not only in the power of men, but the 
attempt carries with it its own reward. Should success •iKit. 
be the consequence^ the consciousness of having exerted xiMi^v 
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. self in such a cmise, will afford the motft fJeasiug reflectiotfS; 

.flUd make a man repose in peace upon his pillow, whatever 

- nay be the cBstraction and confusion around him. You, sir, 

Ael this in the greatest degree, and may those sentiments of 

Jaatice, of freedom and liberality, which have marked year 

icharacter, receive the reward they so justly merit, and by the 

happy return of a general peace, may such sentiments re^e 

in each British and American breast to the mutual advantage 

oaf both countries 1 When I join my name to my brother's in 

rinich a wish, and in every expression of regard, esteem, atfd 

friendship towards yourself, permit me to add, though fir 

.inferior in the power of contributing to that happy event to 

..which his abilities, industry, and attention to public conceras 

make him sb equal, I cannot yield even to so near and dear 

a relation the palm of sincerity in, and anxiety for, promoting 

much a desirdi>le purpose. I am, with the greatest respect, 

.dear sir, yours most sincerely, 

W. H. Hartlbt. 



Edmund Burke, Esq. M.P. to Dr. Franklin. 

In answer to one requesting him to negociatefor the exchange 
of Mr. Laurens for General Burgoyne, 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obliging letter demanded an early 
answer. It has not received the acknowledgment which was 
so justly due to it. But Providence has well supplied ray 
deficiencies ; and the delay of the answer has made it much 
more satisfactory than at the time of my receipt of your letter 
I dared to promise myself it could be. I congratulate you, 
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m thefriend of America; I trusty as not the enemy of England; 
I am sure, as the friend of mankind, on the resolution of the 
house .of commons J carried by a majority of nineteen at two 
o'clock this momtf^j in a very full house. It was the decla^ 
Sfntion of two hundred and thirtyfour ; I tUnhit was Mhe 
opinion of the whole. I trust it will lead to a speedy^ fMOe 
between the two braaches of the English nation, perhaps to a 
general peace ; and that our happiness may be aa intr^^M- 
tion to that of the world at large. I most sincerely congraltt* 
late you on the event. I wish I could say, that I had accom^ 
{dished my commission. Difficulties remain. But hs Mr. 
JLaurens is released from his confinement, and has recovered 
his health tolerably, he may wait, I hope, without a greirt 
deal of inconvenience, for the final adjustment cf his trovblis- 
some business. He is an exceedingly agreeable and iibnora- 
ble man. I am much obliged to you for the honor of Ids 
acquaintance. He speaks of you as I do ; and is perf€0% 
sensible of your warm and friendly interposition in his favor. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest possible esteem and 
regard, dear sir, your most faithful and obedient humble ses* 
vant, 

Edmund Bvrke. 

London, Charles Street, Feb.2S, 1782. 

General Burgoyne presents his best compliments to you, 
with his thanks for your obliging attentions towards him. 
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To Rob. R. Livingston, Esq. 

Sir, • Passy, Murch 4, 17B^ 

v Since I wrote die two short letters ct wlach 

t herewith send you copies, I have been honored with ybdrs) 
No* 5, dated tiie 1 6th December. 

Enclosed I send copies of two letters from M. le Coml^ 
de Vefgennes, relating to certain complaints from Ostend 
Md Copenhagen against our cruisers. I formerly forwarded 
• similar complaint from Portugal, to which 1 have yet re- 
ceived no answer. The ambassador of that kingdom fins* 
qnendy asks me for it. I hope now, that by your means, 
dMse kind of affairs will be more immediately attended to; 
ill blood and mischief may be thereby sometimes prevented. 

The Marquis de la Fayette was, at his return hidier, r6- 
deitred by all ranks with all possible distinction. He daily 
fpins in the general esteem and affection, and promises to 
be a great man here. He is warmly attached to our cause ; 
we are on die most friendly and confidential footing with 
each other, and he is really very serviceable to me in my 
applications for additional assistance. 

I have done what I could in recommending Messiears 
Duportail and Gouvion, as you desired. I did it with plea- 
sure, as I have much esteem for them. 

I will endeavor to procure a sketch of an emblem for the 
purpose you mention. This puts me in mind of a medal I 
have had a mind to strike since the late great event you ^ve 
me an account of, representing the United Slates 4>y the 
figure of an in&nt Hercules ioi his cradle, stranglii^ the two 
serpents ; and France, by that of Minerva, sitting by as bis 
nurse, vrith her spear and helmet, and her robe speckled 
with t few jBeur-de-lis, The extmguishing two entire armies 
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in one war, is what has rarely if ever happened, and it gives 
a presage of the future force of our growing empire.' 

1 -thank you. much for the newspapers you have been so 
kind as to send me. I send also to you, by every oppor- 
tunity, packets of the French, Dutch, and English papert; 
Enclosed is the last Courier of Europe, wherein you will 
find a late curious debate on continuing the war with Anw^ 
rica, which the minister carried in the affirmative only bj 
his owii vote ! It seems the nation is sick of it : but tha 
king is obstinate. There is a change made of the American 
secretary, and another talked of in the room of Lord Sand- 
wich : but I suppose we have no reason to desire sudr 
changes. If the king will have a war widi us, his old ser- 
vants are as well for us as any he is likely to put in their 
places. 'The ministry, you will see, declare that their war in 
America is for the future to be only defensive. I hope wv 
shall be too prtident to have the least dependence on thit 
declaratiou ; it is only thrown out to lull us. For, depend 
vpon it, the king hates us cordially, and will be cotUent with 
nothing short of our extirpation. 

■ I shall be glad to receive the account you are preparing 
of the wanton damages done our possessions. I wish you 
could also furnish me with one of the barbaiities committed 
OD our people. They may both be uf excellent use on 
ceitidn occasions. 

The friendly disposition of this court towards us, conti* 

* This Dr. Franklin subsequently had executed, with some varia*' 
tion in the device; to which was added the dates of the two 'victories, 
(17 Oct. 1777, and 19 Oct. 1781,) and the motto, <« Nov sive Diu 
AKjiac^us Ikfans.*'— On the reverse of the medal was a be^tifui 
head of Liberty : on the eiergue, " Libertas Americana," and the 
date of American independence, '^ 4 July, 1776.'' 
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wat94 We.bKve sometimesi pretted a litde too iiard,. ««peot- 
iog and deuaodingf^rfaaps more (hao w^ ought, aadJi^ve 
jiied improper argumenta, which ooay haver^occaaioQeil a 
lillle disfatiflfactioQ^ but it hais not been lasting. In.mgr <QfNr 
Qion, tlie surest way to obtain liberal aid from othei^ is 
llilgorottsly ta hdp ourselves. People fear assisting the orgli- 
pmt, the indolent* and the careless j. lest the aids they i^ford 
j^Kiutd be lo6t« I know we have done a great d^al; .but.»it 
iftisaid we are apt to be supine after a little success, and toe 
backward iHi famishing our contingents. This is really.. 91 
generQU^ imtionf fond of glory, and particularly that of pr^- 
lepling the oppressed. Trade is not the admiration eC;ihi» 
noblesse, n^ko always govern here. Telling tbe^ their eQ^i- 
merfie will be advantaged by our success, and that it i^ their 
ifl^erest to help us> seems as much as to say, help us, and 
9re shall npt be obliged to you. Su^h indiscreet and impro- 
pfsr language has been sometimes held here by some of our 
people, and produced no good effects. 

1h» constant harmony subsisting between the aroMes of 
ifae two nations in America, is a circumstance that has af- 
fcmied me infinite pleasure. It should be carefully culti- 
vated: I hope nothing will happen to disturb if. The 
Pifench officers who have returned to France this wjloter, 
•peak of our people in die handaomest and fondest manner, 
and there is a strong desire in many of the young nobility .to 
go over to fight for us : there is no restraining some of them ; 
.fod several changes among the officers of their am^ h^ve 
lately taken place in consequence. 

J..I Generals Corawallis and Arnold are both arrived in Eng- 
land. It ia reported that the former, in all his conversations^ 
discourages the prosecution of the war in America : if so, 
he will of course he out of flavor. We hear much of 



aiidic^ei -^ven ' to ibe latter^ and of his being present ^«t 
couiicibi Hesee^s to mix as natarally with- diat polluted 
court as pitich wilh tar } there is no being in nature too hmt 
Mib^ta to associate Mttb, provided he may be thought capa^ 
blebf' serving their purposes. ^' 

''¥bu deiare fo^ know whether anj intercepted letters 4fif 
]lfT«''*I>eahe 4iafe been puUisbed in Europe ? I have sMI 
but^one in the English papers, that tir> Mr^ Wadsworth; aMi 
noh€i' in diiy of the French ^nd Dutch papers ; but soiM 
rnkf have been printed that have not fallen in my wiqr* 
There is no doubt of their' being ail genuine. His conver* 
satii^s sitict; his return front America have, as I have been 
informed, gone gradually rtiore and more into that style, aiitl 
alieii^ (^atne ib an open vindication of Arnold's Conduct ; 
and within these few days he has setit me a letter of twenty 
full pages, recapitulating those letters, and threatening to 
wrifte itad'ptiblish an account of the treatment he lias re- 
ceived .from congress, &c. He resides at Ghent, is di»- 
tress^d both in mind and in circumstances, raves and writes 
^bdadance, and I imagine it Aiiill end in his going over ^o 
joib' his friend Arnold in England. I had an exceeding good 
opinion of him when he acted with me, and [ believe he was 
then sincere and hearty in onr cause. But he is changed, 
and his character ruined in his own country and in this; so 
that I see no other but England to which he can now retire. 
He says we owe him about 12,000/. sterling; and his great 
complaint is, that we do not settle his accounts and pay biai. 
Mr. Johnson having declined the service, I proposed en- 
gaging Mr. ISesirie to tmdertake it ; but Mr. Deane objected 
to him as being his enemy. In my opinion he was, for that 
reason^ even fitter for the service of Mr. Deane, since ac- 
cotmls are of a mathematicai nature, and ctnnot be* changed 



84 PRIVATJB .C0^R9$J^P^QSN/:e :^A;KT..J II. 

by aa enemy, while that enemy's testimot^y^ that he had 
{dunii them ^ell supported by authentic vouchers, would have 
fy^ighed more than the same testimony from a friend. j , 
„, With regard to negociatious for a peace^ I see but littj|e 
probability of their being entered upon seriously this year, 
iinless the English minister had failed in raising his funds, 
vbich it is said he has secured; so that we must provide for 
filpther campaign, in which I hope God will continue to 
&vor us, and humble our cruel and haughty ^nemies j; a cir^ 
cumstance which, whatever Mr. Deane may say to the con* 
tnury, will give pleasure to all Europe. 

This year opens well by the reduction of Port Mahon, 
the garrison prisoners of war, and we are not without hop^s 
that Gibraltar may soon follow. A few more signal sue- 
c^ses in America will do much towards reducing our ene- 
ipies to reason. 

. , ,Your expressions of good opinion with regard to me, and 
wishes of my continuance in this employment, are very oblig- 
ing. As long as the congress think I can be useful to our 
affairs, it is my duty to obey their orders : but I should be 
happy to see them better executed by another, and myself 
at liberty ; enjoying, before I quit the stage of life, some 
small degree of leisure and tranquillity. 

With great esteem, 8cc. 

B.Franklin^ 



.William Alexander, Esq. to De. Franklin. 
Ostend, Sunday, 9 at night, March 3, 178^. 
My dear Sir, 

Although I expect to see yoa in a day or 
two after this comes to hand, I cannot let slip die oppor- 



f unity of Mr. Moore, formerly with Mr. Williams^ to inform 
you' that the address, in conse^juence of the question carrii^ 
on Wednesday, was carried to the king by the whole oppo- 
sition on Friday ; that the answer, after the common-plaiGe 
phrases'^ and the repetition of the substance of the addresRS^ 
was declaring his disposition to comply with it ; and that of 
pushing the war with vigor against the ancient enemies cMT 
the kingdom, until a safe and honorable peace could bis 
obtiuned, which was his most earnest wish. This is Hsb 
sense as delivered to me Friday evening by a member 
present. I have several letters for you, which I will deliver 
on my arrival, and can give you a good deal of the sentiments 
of parties in England. I left London yesterday. You wilT ' 
have all our public news up to lliursday. I'he first payment, 
15 per cent, was made on the new loan Friday, and stock 
was got up at 2 per cent, thereafter. Mr. Moore goes away 
jUst now ; so have only time to subscribe myself^ with the 
most sincere esteem, dear sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, W. Alexander. 



To R, R. Livingston, Esq. 

Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 

Sir, Passy, March 9, 1782. 

I have just received the honor of yours, dated 
January the 7th. Your communication of the sentiments 
of congress, with respect to many points that may come 
under consideration in a treaty of peace, gives me great 
pleasure, and the more as they agree so perfectly with Qiy 
own opinions, and furnish me with additional arguments in 
their support. I shall be more particular on this subject in 
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inynext; forhavifig notice from captain Barry last night, 
that he will iKit go to Brest, as I expected, to take in ^ome 
iit our ^zMiid , but will sail immediately on the return of the 
j^st, wlii(!h !srt8 out to-day, I am obliged to be shoit. You 
'ViU see in thi' enclosed newspapers the fuU detiate in the 
liouse of commons, on the subject of derlining the war 
'mth !North America. By private advices I learn, that the 
^ole opposition, now become the majority, uent up in' a 
iR>dy with the address to the king, who answered, that he 
would pay a due regard to the advice of his faithful com- 
mohs, and employ his forces with more vigor '<i gainst the 
Ancient enemies of the nation, or to that purposed; and that 
Orders were immediately given for taking up a great number 
of large transports, among which are many old Iixha ships, 
Hvhence it is conjectured that they intend some great effort 
in the West Indies, and perhaps mean to cnrry ati their 
'ti'oops and stores from New York and Charleston. I, hope 
however, that we shall not, in eji^pectation of this, relax in 
our preparations for the approaching campaign. 

I will procure the books jou write for, and send them as 
soon as possible. 

Present my duty to the congress, and believe me to be, 
with sincere esteem, 8cc. B. Fbanklin* 



David Hartley, Esq. M.P. to Dr. Franklin. 

My dear Friend, London, March 11, 1782. 

Mr. Digges, who will deliver this to you, 
infonns me, that having been applied to for the purpose of 
communicating with Mr. Adams on the subject of his com- 
mission for treating of peace, he is now setting out for 



Amsterdam, and that he intends afterwards to go to Paris to 
wait upon you. I understand the occusion to have ariscia 
bjf flonie iiientioii having been made in puriiament^ by Gei^ 
ral CohwaVy of persons not far off having authority to trent 
of peace, which was supposed to allude to Mr. Adatns> dod 
•ome friends of his in London. Ministry were, therefoTf^ 
iilduced to make some inquiries themselves. This is wbit 
I am informed of the matter. When the proposal WBB 
made to Mr. Digges^ he consulted me, I believe fron 
motives of caution, that he might know what ground he haul 
to stand upon, but not in the least apprised that 1 bad been 
in an> dt^gree in course of corresponding with you on the 
subject oi negociation. As 1 had informed the ministiy 
firoym >ou, that other persons besides yourself were invested 
with pov^ers of treating, 1 have n-jthing to say against their 
consuituig the several respective parties. Thaf is their own 
concern. 1 shall at all times content myself with observing 
the duties of my own conduct, attending to all circumslEUDMSes 
with circumspection, and then leaving the conduct of others 
io their own reasons. I presume that ministry have only 
done \%hat others would have done in their situation, to pro* 
cure the most ample information that the case will admit. 
1 rest contented to act in my own sphere, and if my ezer* 
tions can be applied to any public good, I shall always be 
ready to take my part with sincerity and 2eal. I am, my 
dear friend, jotuc ever affectionate 

D. HaRTL£T«k 
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David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklin. 

My dear Friend, London, March 12, 1782. 

Enclosed with this I transmit to ^ou the pub- 
lic parliamentary proceedings respecting the American war. 
If you will compare these proceedings with some others io 
several of the counties of this kingdom about two years agOj 
you N^.ll at once see the reason why many persons, who from 
principles of general and enlarged philanthropy do most cer- 
tainty wish universal peace to mankind, yet seem restrained 
io their mode of endeavoring to obtain that object. We 
must accommodate our endeavors to practicabilities, in the 
gtronj; hope that if the work of peace was once begun, it 
would soon become general. Parliament having declared 
their lentiments by their public proceedings, a general bill 
will soou pass to enable administration to treat with America, 
and to conclude. As to the sincerity of ministry, that will 
be judged of by their conduct in any treaty. The first ob- 
ject is to procure a meeting of qualified and authorised per* 
sons. You have told me that four peisons are empowered 
by a special commission to treat of peace. Are we to un- 
derstand that each stparately has power to conclude, or in 
what manner? The four persons whom you have mentioned 
are in f«>ui liifferent parts of the world, viz. three of them in 
hostile stales, ;ind the fourth under circumstances very pecu- 
liar tor a negociator. When I told Mr. Laurens that his 
lumie was ui tlie coniniission, I found hini entirely ignorant 
of tixcry circuin>iance relating to it. 1 understand that the 
ministry will be ready to proceed towards opening a nego- 
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ciation as soon as the bill shall pass, and therefore it is ne* 
cessary to consult of time, and place, and manner, and persons 
on each side. Ilie negociation itself will speak the rest..^X 
have been informed that some gentlemen in this country (not in 
administration) have lately entered into a correspondence, with* 
Mr. Adams relating to his commission of treating for peace^ 
and that their previous inquiries having been spoken of in 
public, the ministry have been induced to make some inquii^ 
themselves from Mr. Adams on that subject. In whatever' 
way a fair treaty may be opened, by whomsoever or with' 
whomsoever, I shall heartily wish good success to it for ibt 
common good and peace of mankind. I know these to be 
your sentiments, and I am confident that they will ever re* 
main so, and hope that you will believe the same of me. I 
am ever, your most affectionate 

D. Habtley. 



Capy from the printed Votes of the Commons, 917 th of 

Feb. 1782. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this house, that the 
farther prosecution of offensive war on the continent of 
North America, for the purpose of reducing the revolted 
colonies to obedience by force, will be the means of weak- 
ening the efforts of this country against her European ene* 
mies, tends, under the present circumstances, dangerously to 
increase the mutual enmity so fatal to the interests both of 
Great Britain and America, and, by preventing a happy re- 
conciliation with Uiat country, to frustrate the earnest desire 
graciously expressed by his majesty to restore the blessings 
of public tranquillity. 
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•« Resolved, That an humble address be presented to bis 
majesty^ that the fiirther prosecution of offensive war on tbe 
tontinent of North America tends, &c. 8cc» 

March 4. Mr. Speaker reported to the house^ that the 
house atiended his majesty on Friday last wtdi dieir address ; 
to v^hich his majesty was pleased to give his most gracious 
answer: 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
There are no objects nearer my heart than the ease, h«p^ 
inness, and prosperity of my people. 

•*^ You may be assured diat, in pursuance of your advice, I 
dmll take such measures as shall appear to me most eondu- 
cive to the restoration of harmony between Great Britain 
and the revolted colonies, so essential to the prosperity of 
both ; and that my efforts shall be directed in the most effec- 
tual manner against our European enemies, until such a peace 
can be obtained as shall consist with the interests and perma- 
nent welfare of my kingdoms* v 

Resolved, nemine contradicente, 

That an humble address be presented to his majesty, to 
return his majesty the thanks of this house for his most gra- 
cious answer to their address presented to his majesty on Fri- 
day last, and for the assurances his majesty has most graciously 
been pleased to give them of his intention, in pursuance of 
the advice of this house, to take such measures as shall ap- 
pear most conducive to the restoration of harmony between 
Crfeat Britain and the revoked colonies ; and that his efforts 
ehall be directed in the most effectual manner against our 
European enemies, until such a peace can be obtained as 
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ihaU consist with the permanent welfare and prosperity of 
bis kingdoms : ibis house being convinced that nothing ca% 
in the present circumstances of this country, so essentiaUr 
promote those great objects of his majesty's paternal care for 
•bb people, as the measures which his faithful commons htnt 
mostiiumbly recommended to his majesty. 

Ordered, that the said address be presented, &c« 

Resolved, That, after the solemn declaration of the 
opinion of this house, in their humble address presented t^ 
his majesty on Friday last, and bis majesty's assurance of iiig 
•graoious intention in pursuance of their advice, to take anch 
measures as shall appear to his majesty to be most cqndocife 
lo the restoration of harmony between Great Britain and 
the revolted colonies, so essential to the prosperity of boA, 
this house will consider as enemies to his majesty and this 
country, all those who shall endeavor to frustrate his majes^'s 
paternal care for the ease and happiness of his people, by 
advising^ or by any means attempting, the farther prosecutioB 
of offensive war on the continent of North America, for the 
purpose of reducing the revolted colonies to obedience by 
force. 



David Hartley, Esq. to Db. Franklin. 

My dear Friend, London^ March 21, 1782,. 

You will have heard before this43Mi 
reach you, that Lord JNorth declared yesterday in the house 
of commons, that his majesty intended to ebaogehis miais- 
ters. The house is adjourned for a few days to give time for 
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th^ foriQ&tioD of a new ministry. Upon this occasion there^ 
io^re I must apply to you to know whether you would wish 
VfU^ to transfer the late negociation to the successors of the 
hte niinisiry ; in tht^se terms ; (vide yours to me of January 
15j • .*H'ii) viz. " that you are empowered by a special com- 
mission to treat of peace whenever a negociation for that 
purpose shall be opened. That it must always be under- 
stood that it 18 to be in conjunction with your allieiSy con- 
fprmable to the solemn treaties made with them. That the 
formal ai knowledgment of the independence of America is 
not made nece^isary." Aud may I add, that upon these terms 
jou are disposed to enter into a negociation i It is not knovm 
who Mill succeed the late ministry; but from the circumstances 
which preceded its dissolution^ we are to hope that they will 
be disposed to enter into a negociation of peace upon fahr 
and honorable terms. 1 have no doubt that there were some 
persons in the late ministry of that disposition. 

1 told you in my last letters to you of the 11 th and 12tb 
instant, i«>at L had received information whilst I was in the 
CQurse of correspondence witli the ministry myself on the 
subject of peace, that some part of the ministry were trans- 
mitting some communications or inquiries upon that subject 
witli Mr. Adams, unknown to me. 1 had informed the 
ministr} from you the names of the four persons empowered to 
treat. 1 saw the minister upon the occasion (I should now 
call him the late minister). I took the liberty of giving him 
my opinion tipon the matter itself. So far as it related per- 
sonally to me, 1 expressed myself fully to him that there was 
no occasion that such a step should have been taken unknown 
to me ; foi that 1 was very free to confess that if they thought 
my partiality towards peace was so strong that they could 
drive a better bargain through another chaimel, I could not 
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have any right of exclusion upon them. I relate this to ycrif 
because I would wish to have you make » correMpondiri^ 
application to your own case. If you shouhi think that mlj^ 
strong desire for peace, although most laudable and virtaoui 
in itself y should mislead me, and that my being s>o as you mif 
suppose misled^ may be of any prejudice to the cause roitii^ 
mitted to your trust, I desire by no means to embarrass yodif* 
fre^ conduct^ by any considerations of private or persoatl^ 
regard to myself. Having said thus much, I will now adiP 
that I axn not unambitious of the office of a peace-maker^ 
that I flatter myself the very page which i now am writitt^^ 
will bear full testimony from both sides of the impartiality oF 
my conduct. And I will add once more what I have ofteiX' 
sfiidsuid. repeated to each side^ viz. that no fallacy or decep^ 
tipDy knowing or suspecting it to be such, shall ever patfv- 
tbrough my hands. '*'^ 

Believe me I sympathise most cordially and sincerely wiAr^ 
you in every anxiety of yours for peace. I hope things are 
tendi^gy although not without rubs^ yet in the main to tba# 
end. Soon ! as soon as the course of human life may b^ 
expected to operate on the great scale and course of natiom^"^^ 
events, or father in the creation and establishment of a new 
world. I am sometimes tempted to think myself in patienf 
expectation the elder sage of the two. I say the elder, nolf-" 
the better. 

Yours, 8cc. D. Hartley. 

/ 'ftr: 

0. : 
■ ■• r^ 
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Mr. T. Digges to Dr. Franklin. 



Sir, Amsterdam^ March 22, 1782. 



.t 



f I left England a few days baek, and until mj con- 

venation and some consultations with Mr. Adams on a naat- 
lef which will be mentioned to you by him, and more pvf" 
ticiiiarly explained in this letter, my determination was t0 
have seen you, as well on that busmess as on a matter of 
anich consequence to my private reputation. I feel the dis- 
ailvantages under which I labor when writing to you on H 
matter which cannot be explained or cleared up but by per* 
sonal conversation, t do not give up my intended purpose 
of personally speaking to you ; but it being found better 
and more convenient to my ptnpose to return immediately 
bence to Engtand, and thence to Paris, in preference of 
going first to Paris, it must be unavoidably delayed for soffit 
days. 

It would take up more than the length of a letter to ex- 
plain the whole opening and progression of a matter I am 
here upon, which wfts and is meant to be jointly communi- 
cated to you with Mr. Adams : I will therefore take the 
liberty to give you an abbreviation of it in as few words as I 
can. 

About a fortnight ago a direct requisition from ministry, 
through Lord Beauchamp, was made to Mr. R. Penn to 
know if he could ascertain that any person or persons in 
Europe were commissioned by congress to treat for peace, 
whether they were now willing to avail themselves of such 
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commission, and of the present sincere dispositibn irt ministry 
to treat, and whether they wotdd receive an appointed com» 
missioner to speak for a truce, and mention a place for the 
meeting, 8^c. 

Mr. Perm's referring Lord Beauchamp to me, «8 knowiiql 
the nature of Mr. Adams's former commission, was tbe 9<^ 
cause of my being privy to^ or a party in, the matter; T hail 
various meetings with Lord Beauchamp in eompa^ with - 
Mr. Penn on tbe subject ; the particular memoranduHis^^ 
which, and Lord B.'s statement of what the ministry wanted 
to obtain^ together with every other circumstance relative to 
the matter, 1 regularly consulted Mr. l^urens and Mr. D. 
Hartley upon; and the result was my taking the j«mnMj 
hither, ^nd to Paris, in order to put the questions (as ihtf 
su*e before stated from Lord B. to Mr. Penn) and ^ bring 
an answer thereto. I am well convinced by Lord Beae^ 
champ's pledge of his personal honor, as well as irom Mri 
Hartley's telling me he knew the matter to come directly fro(il 
Lord North, (for he visited him more than once to ascertutt 
the fact) that it is a serious and sincere requisition froa^ 
ministry, and that they will immediately take some stepato 
•pen a treaty, provided I go back with assurances that tlierc 
is a power vested in Americans in Europe to treat and -cant- 
elude, and that they are willing to avail themselves of sink 
power when properly applied to. 

I have stated the whole transaction to Mr. Adams, rctfi 
every memorandum I had made, informed him of every cm 
cumstance I knew ; and when I put the questions (as tbey 
are before stated from Lord B. to Mr. Penn) he.r^plifNl^ 
'' that there were certainly commissioners in Kurope» • of 
which body he was one, who had powers to treat aAid c<NK 
elude upon peace i that he believed them .willing to enter 



iiwfM^ 



96 ..#M'^JAik CORRESPONDENCE PABTIII. 






into sucifr^^ Maty, provided a proper offer was made; but 
that H^ qiueatkiBs now or to be made in future could be 
aas M K W i by hhn without previously consulting his colleagues^ 
ai|l afterwards acquainting the ministers of the belligerent 
jpMPers thereof/' Mr. Adams recommeaded that any future 
.'^^fUestions might be made directly to you ; for that the present, 
^r at well afoiny subsequent propositions, would be immediately 
^gponnunicated to you and Mons. de Vergennes. 
\. JBiis answers to my questions were nearly what I foretold 
and expected, and is substantially what Lord Beauchamp 
seemed so anxious to procure. When I relate this answer 
to his lordship, my business will be finished in that quarter. 1 
will here explain to you my only motive for being a mes- 
senger from him whom I had never known or been in com- 
pany with before. It will enable me to say, I l^ve done 
one favor for you; and I claim of you another, viz. to obtain, 
a restoration of my papers from Lord Hillsborough's office,, 
which were in a most illegal and unjustifiable manner seized 
from me near a twelvemonth ago, and are yet withheld not- 
withstanding the personal applications for them from Lord 
Coventry, Lord Nugent, and Mr. Jackson, each of whom 
iMve explained the injury and very extraordinary mischief the 
want of my papers for so long a time has and is now doing 

On my first conversation with Mr. Adams I had concluded 
to go to you, partly by bis advice to do so ; b\it as the ex- 
pense of two joumies where one may serve is of some im- 
port to me, and from supposing your answer would be sub« 
atantially the same as that from Mr. Adams, I have thought 
it better to go back immediately to London, and then set out 
for Paris with the probability of being able to bear my 
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I will take the liberty to trouble you with another letter if 
any thing occurs on my arrival in London, I am to leave 
this with Mr. Adams for forwardance ; and for the present* I 
faave'only to beg a line acknowledging the receipt of it. 'If 
your letter is put under a cover to Mr. Stockdahj Booksellefy 
JP^iccadillffy laondoji^ it will the more readily get to hand. I 
9JXXy with great respect, Sir, your very obedient servant, '^ 

T. DiGGEs/' 

Ostendy 26th MarcHi 
On my last visit to Mr. Adams, Friday evenirtg, 
to explain to him the substance of the foregoing letter, aiid 
ask his forwardance of it to you, we had some further conver- 
sation on the matter, the ultimate conclusion of which was, 
that it was thought better I did not send the annexed letter to 
you, or Ihention my business with him until my ^ing in 
person from England. Mr. Adams's reasons were these. 
That if I made the communication then he should be neces- 
sitated to state the matter in a long letter to you and others 
of his colleagues ; that the matter as it then stood was not of 
such importance but he could save himself the trouble of the 
explanation; and that as he recommended any future ques« 
tious or applications to be made directly to you, your situation 
making it more convenient sooner to inform the French 
court thereof, he thought my letter had better be postponed, 
and the substance of it given in person as soon as I could 
possibly get from London to Paris. I acquiesced, though 
reluctantly, and having thought much on the matter on my 
journey hither, I have at length determined to forward the 
foregoing letter with this postscript, and at the same time to 
inform Mr. Adams of my exact feelings on the matter, 
viz. that my wishes and intentions when I left England were 
to see, and make known the matter to you; that throtigh 
Mr. Hartley or some other channel you must hear that I had 
VOL. II. a 
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1^eei> at Amsterdano^ and my seqBuigly turning my back upon* 
}^u might be thought oddjy of; , and, finally that J could 
not answer for carrying the enclosure from Mr. Hartley 
l^^qk to Englan^,, not knowing die consequence it might be, 
(^f. I hope and think I have done right in this matter* The. 
purpose for my moving iu the business I went to Mr. A« upoB^ 
has, I 0WR9 been witb a double view of serving my sdf in a . 
n^atter of much consequence to me^ for after delivering the 
^Xjplanatipns I carry^ I can with some degree of right and a 
vej^ grea^ probability of success, claim as a gratuity for the 
troid>k and e&pence I have been at, the restoration of my 
papers ^ the situation of which I have already explained to, 
!l^ord Beauchamp, in order to get him to be a mover for. 
theni; and I jiave very little doubt that a few days will restore, 
thexn to nie, and give me an opportunity to speedily ;9]}eak to., 
you oil a, matter which gives me much uneasiness, vexation,, 
aiid pain. Excuse the hurry in which I write, for I am very 
i}ear tlie period of embarkation. Paul Wentworth embarked 
tjfjis day. for Iijigland: I trod on his heels chief of the wny. 
firpm the Hague, which he left suddenly. G enteral Faucit is 
on his road hence to Hanover. 



[» ' 



to 

Prom His Excellency J. Adams, Esg* 
; TO X>R. Franklin. 

, . S I R^ The Haguey March 26^. 1 782. 

One day last week, I receiyed at Amsterdam a^ 
c^rd from Digges, inclosing two letters to me, from Mr. 
David Hartley. The card desired to see me, upon business 
qf in^portanc^ ^ and the letters from Mr. Hartley contained 
'4f^ gissurai^ce, tb^t to his knowledge, the bearer came frpnv 
the Iiig^est authority. I answered the card, that in the pre* 
^t situation, of affairs here and elsewhere, it was impos^sible 
for me to see any one from England without witness ; but i£ 
%:^^*^?^^^1'¥« }9, ,fe^ ni« > presence of ,Mjr, T|}^jiJei^^> 
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Secretary, and that I should communicate whatever he should 
say to me to Dr. Franklin^ and the Comte <le Vergennes, I 
would wait for him at home at ten o'clpck; but that I bad 
rather he should go to Paris without seeing me^ and comrnu* 
nicate what«he had to say to Dr. Franklin, whose situation 
enabled him to consult the Court without loss of time. At 
ten however he came^ and told me a long story about con* 
sultations with Mr. Penn, Mr. Hartley^ Lord Beauchamp^ 
and at last Lord North, by whom he was finally sent, to 
enquire of me, if I or any other had authority to treat with 
Great Britain of a truce. I answered, that ^* I came to 
Europe with full powers to make peace, that those powers 
had been announced to the public upon my arrival, and 
continued in force until last summer, when Congress sent a 
new commission, containing the same powers, to four persons^ 
whom I named : that if the King of England were my father, 
and I the heir apparent to his throne, I could not advise 
him ever to think of a truce, because it would be but a real 
witr, under a simulated appearance of tranquillity, and would 
end in another open and bloody war, without doing any real 
good to any of the parties." 

He said that ^^ the ministry would send some person of 
consequence over, perhaps General Conway, but they were 
apprehensive, that he would be ill-treated or exposed.'' I 
said, '^ that if they resolved upon such a measure, I had rather 
tliey would send immediately to Dr. Franklin because of his 
situation near the French court. But there was no doubt, 
if they sent any respectable personage properly authorized, 
who should come to treat honorably, he would be treated 
with great respect. But that if he came to me, I could give 
him no opinion upon any thing without consulting my col- 
leagues, and should reserve a right of communicating every 
thing to them, and to our allies.'' * 

He then said that *< his mission was finished. That the 



100 PlilVATR GOR^BSPOrDISNCE FABt Itr* 

fact to be ascertained was- simply, that there was a com- 
mbsion iir Europe to treat and conclude : but that there was 
net one persoa in Great Britain who could affirm or ^rove' 
that there^was / such a commission, although it had beerr 
announced in "the gazettes."^ 

I desired him, and he promised me, not to mention Mr. 
I^urens to the ministry without his consent, (and without 
i^^ming him that it was impossible he should say any thin^ 
in the business, because he knew nothing of our instructions,) 
because, althongfa it was possible that his being in such a 
commission might induce tliem to release him, yet it wils 
ilso possible it might render them more difficult concerning 
his exchange. 

The. picture he gives of the sittiation of things in England 
16 gloomy enough for them. The distresses of the pebple, 
and the'distractions in administration and parliament, are such 
as may produce any effect almost that can be imagined. 

The only use of all this I think n to stHke decisive strokes 
at New York and Charlestown. There is no position so 
advantageous for negociation, as wlien we have all an enemy'^ 
army prisoners. I must beg the favour of you. Sir, to send- 
tefe, by one of theComte de Vergenne^'s couriers to the Due 
de la Vauguion, a copy in letters of your peace instructions. 
\ have not bcten able to decypher one quarter part of mine. 
Some mistake ha^ certainly been made. 

Ten or eleven cities of Holland have declared themselves 
in favour of American independence, and it is expected that 
to-day or to-morroSv this province will take the decisive reso- 
lution of admitting me to my audience. Perhaps some of, 
the other provinces may delay it for three or four weeks. 
But the Prince has declared, that he has no hopes of re- 
sisting the torrent, and therefore that he shall not attempt it. 
The Due de la Vauguion has acted a very friendly and 
honorable pfart in this bosiness^ witliout, however, doing 



t 

aQy^ministeri^ 9Ct in iu With great respect, I have Uki 
lipnor to )^, Sir, ypur j»ost obedient a)id luost humbW 

J. AOAMS. . 



Secretary Jor loreign Aj[fairs. 

r ,.SiR, Passu, March SO, 1782, 

ii.o,;. XhQ.,newspa^pers which I send yqu by.tJbk 

conveyances wj]! a^^quaint yoU| with what has since nsy lasl 
|^«^^ in parliament. . Yjou will there see a copy of the Bil) 
bro^gb^ in by the Attorney- General, for empowering the King 
iQiinakQ peace with the. Colonies. Tiiey still seem to flatten 
thenis^vep with the iciea of dividing us; add rather thsM^ 
name the CongresSf they empower him generally to treat 
M'ith anjii body or bodies ofmcn^ or any person or persons, S^c. 
They are here likewise endeavouring to get us to treat sepa* 
rately from France, at the same time they are tempting 
France to treat separately from us, equally without the least 
chance of success. I have been drawn into a correspondence 
on this subject, which yoii shall have with my next. I send 
you a letter of Mr. Adams's just received, which shows also 
that they are weary of the war, and would g6t ont of it if 
they knew how. They bad not then received certain news 
of the loss of St. Christopher's, which will probably render 
tbem still more disposed to peace. I see that a bill is allfii 
passing tbrdugh the House of Commons for the exchange 
of American prisoners, the purport of which I do not y^ 
know. 

In my last I promised to be more particular with respect 
10 the pointiij you mentioned as proper to be insisted on io 
the treaty of peace. My ideas on those points, I assure yoo, 
are full as strong as yours. I did intend to have giveu you 
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my reasons for some addition, and if the treaty M'ere to be 
held on your side the water, I would do it : otherwise it 
seems on second thoughts to be unnecessary^ and if my 
letter should be intercepted may be inconvenient. Be as- 
sured I shall not willingly give up any important right or 
interest of our country, and unless this campaign should 
afford our enemies some considerable advantage, I hope 
more may be obtained than is yet expected. 

Our affairs generally go on well in Europe. Holland 
has been slow, Spain slower, but time will I hope smootU 
away all difficulties. Let us keep up not only oqr courage 
but our vigilance, and not be laid asleep by the pretended, 
half peace the English make with us without asking our 
consent. We cannot be safe while they keep armies in our 
country. With great esteem, I have the honor to be. Sir, 
y6ur m6st obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



To J. Adams, Esq. 

Sir, Passj/f March 31, 1788. 

I received yours of the lOth instant, and ani 
of opinion with you, that the English will evacuate New 
York and Chailestowp, as the troops there aftei: the late 
resolutions of parliament must be useless, and are necessary 
to defend their remaining islands, where they have not «t 
present more than 3000 men. I'he prudence of this opera- 
tion is so obvious, that I think they can hardly miss it; 
otherwise I own, that considering their conduct for several 
years pa^t, it is not reasoning consequentially to conclude 
they will do a thing, because the doing it is required by 
common sense. 
Yours of the 26th is just come to band. I tbauk ymt for 
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the oommunication of Dtgges's message*.^ ^ He ha9 also «efQ 
f)ie a long letter, ^itli two fronr Mr. Hartley. I shull see 
•M* de Vergennes to-morrow, and will acquaint you with 

- , ■• • •■• . ••..?. 

1 riie following was 3/?-. Digges^s Account of what passed betwceu 
him and A¥f. Adams, as comriiuuicated by him to liOrd ShelbiiruV^ 
March &0, 1782, anfl oommiinicafed to Dr. Frankllni by Mr. OswaM. 

Mr. Adams, Dr. TVankHn, Mr. Jay, Mr. Laurens 'aird Mr.JefiersoQ 
4iro tbe^Commisaiiindrs in liupope to treat far peaoe^. 

/i'beir powers ar^ to tcjeat and conclude witb;4be. Ambassadors^ 
Picixipotcutiari^s^ or Commissioners of the States witli^hoin it may 
concern. Each of them are vested with equal powers relative iijf 
the estabfishment of Peace ; and a majority of them, or anyvJne (iht 
other* not'boin^ able to attend) can treat and conclmle. 

Mr. Adams cannot speak to any proposition of a direct tendent^ 
to truc^ or peace iiom England, without consulting^ iiis ooUeaguesiy 
and from thein it must be expected to go to the French minister-; 
the^ther Belligerent Powers having as yet no right to expect infor- 
mation about any proposition for peace. 

There may, however, <pieslions be ai(ked Mr. Adams and his 
colleagues, that tliey way not think essentially necessmry to ^com- 
municate to the French 'Oonrt; and any proper nxissenger sent to 
ask sacb questions will be answered with confidential secresy. 

Mr. Diggcs rend over Mr. Adams\s commission; it is^ dated the 
Jl6th uf Juue» 1781, and his powers (which are exactly the same as 
the other four) arc as full as possible, and go tpco.n elude as well as 
treat for peace. 

Mr. Arfa'iiis's Tlrsl c6inmis^on appointed liim to the Court of 
Ot^at Britain, and this wad in force until about the beginning tfT 
September, 1781, when the above commission, jointly with tlie othtir 
four, was received in !|^urope ; and it was so altered by Congress f(>r 
no other reasfiu than some ill treatment of the Americans by tb^ 
British army in South Carolina, and from the unfavorable treat- 
ment shewn Mr. Laurens in ithe Tower. 

Mr. Diggcs has Mr. Adams's assurance that any qncstions put to 

'.Wm as to farther CooHnltin^ ntion the mode uf opening a parley c)r 

entering into a treaty, shall be confidentially and seoiwtly answered; 

^uad.ai^b^ju^lf his (Mr, Ad9roa!s).»anie>^ap(U!tl»t40^«cqfiqinj!sfiieu^ 
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• 

#Very tluog material that pasMs on the subject. Bttt the 

nuoUtry by whom Diggeif pretends to be sent being changed, 
me shall by waiting a little see what tone will be taken by 
their successors. You shall have a copy of the instructions 
by the next courier. I congratulate you cordially on the 
progress you have made among those slow people.' ■ Slow 
however as they are,. Mr. Jay finds his^ much slower. By 
an American, who goes in about ten days to Holland, I shall 
send you a packet or correspondence with Mr. Hartley, 
though it amounts to little. With great esteem, I have the 
honor to be your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



To David Hartley, Esq. M.P. 

Dear Sir, Passy^ March 31, 1782. 

I have just received your favors of March 
11 and \ty forwarded to me by Mr. Digges, and another of 
the 21st per post. I congratulate you on the returning 
good disposition of your nation towards America, which 
appears in the resolutions of parliament, that you have sent 
die : and I hope the change of your ministry will be attended 
with salutary eifects. 1 continue in the same sentiments ex- 
pressed in uiy former letters ; but as I am but one of five ii) the 
commission, aqd have no knowledge of the sentiments of the 



any direct propotitioas made to Do6tor Franklin will be equally 
attended to. 

Mr. Dirges Iravcs these memorandoms with Lord Shelbome for 
llie purpose of lib Lordsbip commanicating them to any others of 
itkc present adminittratkm Whom Mr. D. has not the honor to 
knanr. 
^^ The Spaaiarda, 



• I 
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Others, what ha^ passed between us is to be considered merelj 
as private conversation. The five persons are Messrs. AdamSi 
Jay, Laurens, JeiTerson, and myself; and in case of the 
death or absence of any, the remainder have power to act 
and concUide. I have not written to Mr. Lamens, baviiig 
constantly expected him here, but shall write to him next 
post; when I shall also 'write more fully to you, having ao^ 
only time to add, thaf I am ever, with great esteem and affec* 
tiou, dear Sir, your most obedient and most bumble servant^ 

B. Franklin. 



To David Hartley, Esq. M. P. * 

My Dear Friend, Passy, April 5, 17?2, 

I wrote a few lines to you tlie 3-1 st past, and 
promised to write more fully. On perusing again your letters 
of the 1 1th, 12th, and 21st, I do not find any notice taken of 
one from me dated February 16. I therefore now send you 
^ copy made from it in the press. The uncertainty of free 
traiismission jdiscourages a free communication of sentiments 
qn.. these important affairs; but the inutility of discussion 
between persons, one of whom is not authorized, but iB 
conjunction with others, and the other not authorized at all, 
aa well as the obvious inconveniences that may attend such 

• 

previous handling of points, that are to be considered when 
we come to treat regularly^ are with me a still more effectual 
discouragement, and determine rae to waive that part of the 
correspondence. As to Digges, I have no confidence in 
him, nor in any thing he says or may say of his being sent by 
ministers. Nor will I have any communication with him> 
except in receiving and considering the justification of himself 
which he pretends he shall be able and intends to make, for 
his excessive drafts on me on account of the relief I ordered 
to the prisoners^ and his embezzlement of the money. Yon 



5tfStR'(i6'sen'«' ih yoiirs of the IGth, that the fii-st objecj is to 
|iroctire a " meeting of qualified and authorized persons,** 
•a!id*that you " understand ministry will be ready to proceed 
tbx^^rds opiiiiing a negociation as soon as the bill shall pass, 
Irtid therefore it is necessary to consult of time and place, and 
tnantier bnd persons on each side.*' This you wrote while the 
>oM ministry existed. If the new have the same intentions^ 
4nid desire a general peace, they may easily discharge 
Mf . X.abic^n^ from those engagements \vliicli make his acting 
in the t^ommission. improper, and except Mr. Jefferson who 
remains in America and is not expected here, we the Com- 
missicmers of CJongrew can be easily got together ready to 
tiieet jours at such place as shall be agreed to by all the 
jpowers at war, in order to form the treaty. God grant that 
there may be \visdotn enougii assembled to make^ if possible, 
b'pea(&e that shall be perpetual, and that the idea of ant 
hations lieing tiatural enemies to each other may be abolislied 
for the honor of human nature. 

With regard to thbs^ who may be commissioned from your 
gbvefnitient, whatever personal preferences I may conceive 
in my 6\vn mind, it cannot b^ome me to express them. 
1 only wish for wise and honest men. With such, a peace 
may be speedfly concluded. With contentious \vranglcrs the 
negociation may be drawn into length and finally frustrated. 

I am pleased to see in tlie votes and parliamentary 
speeches, and in your public papers, tliat in mentioning 
America the word rechnciliation is often used. It certainly 
means more than a mere' peace. • It is a sw^et expression. 
HeVolveiii your mind, my dear friend, the means of bringing 
about this reconciliation. When you consider the injustice 
Hf yonr ^arif ilh us, and the barbarous manner in which it 
fls^ beeti carried on, the many mifiering families among us 
fmtii your burning of towns, scalping by savages, &c. 8pc, 
^lifit Ml appteai- to jrbti/tbat th^ogli' a cesaatM^of tbe (srar 
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may be a peace, it may not be a reconciliation ? Will not 
some voluntary acts of justice and even of kindness on your 
part have excellent effects towards producing such a recon-^ 
ciliation'^ Can you not find means of repairing in some 
degree those injuries? You have in £ngland and Irelaod 
twelve hundred of our people prisoners, who have for years 
bravely suffered all the hardships of that confinement rathier 
than enter into your service to fight against their countrj* 
Methinks you ought to glory in descendants of such virtue. 
What if you were to begin your measures of reconciliation hj 
setting them at liberty ? I know it would procure for you 
the liberty of an equal number of your people, even without 
a previous stipulation ; and the confidence in our equity, with 
the apparent good will in the action, would give very good 
impressions of your change of disposition towards us. Petv 
];iaps you have no knowledge of the opinions lately conceived 
of your king and country in America ; the enclosed copy of 
a letter will make you a little acquainted with tbem, and 
convince you hmv impossible must be every project of 
bringing us again under the dominion of such a sovereign. 
With great esteem, I am^ dear Sir^ your most obedient and 
most humble servant^ 

B. Franklin^ 



To THE Hon. Robert R. Livingston, Esq. 

SiR^ Passy, April 8, 1782* 

Since my last an extraordinary revolution baa 
taken place in the court of England. All the old minister! 
are out, and the chiefs of the opposition are in their places. 
The newspapers that I send will give you the names at 
correctly as we yet know them. Our last advices mentiod 
their kissing hands ; but they had yet done nothing in their 
fespeoliv« offices, hy whkh o^e might judge of their pro*- 
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je^ed measur-es ; as whether they will ask a peace of which 
ijney have great need^ th^ natiou having of late s^uffered man)! 
loseeS) men grown extremely scarce, and Lord North's new 
t^VKe3. proposed as funds for the loan, meeting with gres^t 
^{iiposition ; or whether they will strive to find new resource^}, 
fH^ obtain allies . to enable them to ploaso the king and 
oation by some vigorous exertions against France, Spaing 
^d Ij[olIand. With^ regard to America,, having while iu 
opposition carried the vote for making no longer an. offensive^ 
war with us, they seem to hav^ tied their own bands , from 
feting againsvt us. Their predecessors had been tampering 
i|vith this court, for a separate peace. This king's answsr 
gave .m^ and will giv^ you great pleasure. It will be seal 
loM.de la Luzerne, and by him be communicated to cont 
^^8fi. . iio^G of their attempts to divide us met with the 
least encouragement : and I imagine the present s6t will try 
other measures. 

With great, esteem, I have the honor to be, ^c. 

B. Franklin* 

To THE Hon. Robert R. Livingston, Esq. 

Sir, Passt/, Jpril 12, 1782. 

Being at court on Tuesday, I learnt from the 
Dutch minister, that the new English ministry have offered, 
through the minister of Russia, a cessation of arms to Hol- 
land, and a renewal of the treaty of 1674. M. de Berkenroode 
|eemed to be of opinion that the offer was intended to gain 
time, to obstruct the concert of operations . with France fof 
the ensuing campaignj and to prevent the conclusion of n 
|rcaty with America: it is apprehended that it may have 
fome effect in strengthening the hands of the English party 
in that country, and xetfird affairs a ]ittle„ but it is hoped that 
l^e proposal will not be iinally agreed to. It would indeed 
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render the Dutch ridiculous. A. having a cane in hia haiM 
meets his neighbour B. who happens to ha vencme, takes ditf 
advantage, and gives him a sound drubbing t- 'Bi h'aVii^ 
fouiid a stick, and coming to return &e Mows he receiveB^ 
A. says, mj old friend, why should we quarrel ? Wib iflW 
ae^hboiirs, let us be good ones, and Kve peaceably bjr ejrtlf 
other as we used to do. If B. is so easily satisfied, and'Myif 
aside his stick, the rest of the neighbours as well as' A. ^1 
kugh at him. This is the light m which I stated it. E#>* 
elosed I send you a copy of the proposition. '^ 

I see by the newspapers that die Spaniards htHvittg takeii n! 
little post called St. Joseph, pretend to have made a conque^ 
of the Ilinois country. In what light does this proceeding 
appear to congress ? While they decline our offered friend- 
ship, are they to be suffered to encroach on our bounds, ami 
shut us up within the Apalachian mountains ? I begin t6« 
fear they have some such project. 

With great esteem, I have the honor to be, Sir, you© 
most obadient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin^ 



To THE Hon. Henry Laurens, Esq. 
Sir, Pa55y, April 12, 1782. 

" I should sooner have paid my respects to yOi> 
by letter, if I had not till lately expected you here, as I under- 
^ood it to be your intention. Your enlargement gave mr 
great pleasure ; and I hope that the terms exacted by the 
late ministry, Mill now be relaxed ; especially when they aro 
informed that you are one of the commissioners appointed t<> 
treat of peace. Herewith I send you a copy of the commit 
tion; the purport of which you can communicate to the 
thiriiatetd, if you find it proper. If they are disposed to 
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make peace with us and our allies at the same time^ I ^yi on 

notice from you send to Mr. Jay, to prepare for meeting at 

such fime and place as shall be agreed on. As to our treating 

separately and quitting our present alliance^ which the late 

ngunistry seemed to desire^ it is impossible* Our treaties, and 

Ofix instructions, as well as the honor ^nd interest of our 

country, forbid it. I will communicate those instructions to 

you as soon as I have the pleasure of seeing you. If you 

have occasion for money^ please to acquaint roe with the 

sum you desire, and I will endeavour to suj)ply you. With 

very great esteem and respect, I have the honor to be^ 

Sir, &c* 

B. Franklin. 



COMMISSION to Messrs. AdamSy Franklin^ Jsiy, LaurenSy and 

Jefferson, 

The United States of America in Congress 
assembled ; To all to whom these presents shall 
come, send greeting. 

Whereas these United States from a sincere desire of putting an 
end to the hostilities between his most Chrhstian Majesty and these 
United States on the one part, and his Britannic Majesty on the 
other, and of terminating the same by a peace founded on such solid 
and equitable principles as reasonably to promise a permanency of 
the blessings of tranquillity, did heretofore appoint the Hon. John 
Adams, late a commissioner of the United States of America at the 
Court of Versailles, late delegate in Congress from the state of 
Massachnsctts, and chief justice of the said state, tlieir minister 
plenipotentiary, with full powers, general and special, to act in that 
qnality, to confer, treat, agree and conclude with the ambassadors 
or plenipotentiaries of his most Christian Migesty, ahd ot'bis Britan- 
liie Majesty, and those of any other princes or states whom it might 
concern, relating to the re-establishment of peace and friendship. 
And whereas, the flames of war have since that time been extended. 
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and other nations and stales are involved tliereln: Noir kaow .fUfi 
that we still continuing earnestly desirpqs as tar as depends ugw^i 
us, to put a stop to the efTusionof blood, and to convince the [lowers 
oflEurope that we wish fbr nothing more ardently than to terminate 
the war by a safe and honorable peace, have thought proper to* 
renew the powers formerly given to the said John Adams, and i(y' 
join four other persons in commission with him, and having CM^ 
confidence in the integrity, prudence, and ability of the Hon. Benyai^ 
min Franklin, our minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles; 
and the Hon. John Jay, late president of Congress, and chief justice 
of the state of New- York, and our minister plenipotentiary at the 
Court of Madrid; and the Hon. Henry Laurens, formerly president 
of Congress, and commissionatcd and sent as our agent to the 
United Provinces of the Low Countries; and the Hon. Thomas 
JelTcrson, governor of the commonwealth of Virginia ; have nomi' 
n.itcd, constituted, and appointed the said Benjamin Franklin, John 
Jay, HeniT Laurens, and Tlionias Jefferson, in addition to the said 
John Adams, giving and granting id them the said John Adants^ 
Bt'Tijamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, and Thomas Jeffer- 
son, or the majority of them, or of such of them as may assemble, or 
in case of the death, absence, indisposition, or other impediment* of 
the others, to any one of them, full power and authority, general and 
special commission to repair to such place as may be fixed upon for 
opening the negociations for peace, and there for us, and in oAr 
name, to confer, treat, agree, and conclude, with the ambassadoni' 
commissioners, and pleuFpotentiaries of the princes and states whont' 
it may concern, vested M'ith equal powers, relating to tlie establish'^i 
luent of peace ; and whatsoever shall he agreed and concluded fofj 
us and in our name, to sign, and thereupon make a treaty: or : 
tr^eaties, and. to transact every thing that may he necessary^ Jbr 
comj>leting, securing, and strengthening the great work of pacifica- 
tion, in as ample form and with tbe same effect a^ if we were perW 
sonally present and acted therein; hereby promising in good faith; - 
that we will accept, ratify, fulfil and execute, whatever sftall' be • 
agreed, concluded, and signed by our said ministers pleuipotentimyy 
o^ a majority of them, or of such of them as may assemble^ as in^ 
case of the death, absence; indisposition,, or otlier impediment of tbi|'. 
others, by any one of them ; and that we will never act, nor suffice 
any person to act contrary to the saoie, in whole or in any part. 
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In witness whereof we have cansed these presents to be signed by 
onr president, and sealed with his seal. 

^ Done at Philadelphia the fifteenth day of Junc^ 

in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-one, and in the fifth year 
of our independence, by the United states in 
>' Congress assembled. 

(Signed,) Samuel Huntington, 

(L. S.) President 

Attest (Signed,) Charles Thomson, 

Secretary. 



Communication from the Court of France to Dr. Frank- 

LIN9 on the overtures for a separate Treaty. 

A Versailles^ fe 12 Avril^ 1782. 

J'ai mis sous yeux de M. le Comte de V^er- 
rennes, Monsieur, les differentes lettres que M. Hartley 
vous a ^crites ainsi que votre projet de r^ponse ; ce ministere 
a donn6 une enti^re approbation k la mani^re dont vous 
vous exprimez. Je joins ici un post-scriptum concernant M . 
Forth ; M. le Comte de Vergennes, qui en a pris lecture, 
ti'ouve que vous pouvez sans inconvenient le transmettre a 
votre correspondant. 

J'ai Thonneur d'etre avec un tr^s sincere attachement, 

*. • 

^lUbnsieur^ votre tr^s humble et tr^s obeissant serviteur, • 

.» ■ ^ 

, (sign^) De Rayneval. 

P. S. Depuis ma lettre ^crite. Monsieur, j'ai pes6 de 
nouveau les differentes ouvertures qu^elle renferme. Selon 
vous I'ancien ministere Anglois d^siroit sincerement une 
reconciliation avec nous, et il nous proposoit dans cette vue 
une paix separ6e. Tandis que vous me transmettiez ce vceu 
du Lord North, cet ex-ministre avoit ici un ^missaire cbarg^ 



V •»■ 



de sonder le miirist^re Frangois sur ses dispositions pacifiques^ 
et de lui faire des propositions Tort avantageuses* ^Vous 
pouvez juger par-li, Monsieur, de Topinion que je dois avoir 
des ioifeotions du iLotd North et de ses collogues. Pour 
voii^^<|Avaincre de la verity de la notion que je vous transmets, 
je vous confierai que r^intssaire 6toit un M. Forth, et qu'on Fa 
eharg^ ici ie r^pondre aux Biinistres Anglois, que le Roi 
de France dJ^siroit la paix autant que le Roi d'Angleterre ; 
qu'il s'y preteroit dis qu*il le pourroit avec dignit6 et suret6 ; 
mai^ quM importoit avant tout i S. M. T. C. de savoir si la 
cour de Loudr es ^toit dispos6e i, trailer 6galement avec les 
Allies de la France. M. Forth est parti avec cette r^ponse 
pour Londres; mais il y a apparence qu^il ne sera arriv< 
qu'apr^s la r6traite des ministres qui Tavoient envoy6. Vous 
pourreZ; Monsieur, sans aucun inconvenient faire usage de 
ces details, si vous le jugez i. propos : ils feront connoltre aa 
minist^re actuel les principes de la cour de France, et its la 
eonvaincroRt, j'espdre, que le projet de nous d6sanir seroft 
aussi ilhisoire qu'il nous seroit injurieux. Quant au problima 
" remis k M. iForth, je ne saurois pr^voir (si les nouveaux 
ministres en sont instruits) de quelle nuini^re ils croiroi^ 
devoir le r^soudre; s'ils aiment la paix, comme ils rent 
persuade k la nation AngToise et k toute I'Europe, ils no 
doivent pas toe embarrasses : la France leur a ouvert una 
voie qu'iis peuvent, selon moi, suivre sans blesser la dignity 4a 
leur maitre ; 8*ils ne la sitivent pas, ils se flattent sans doota 
que le sort ^s armes procnrera k TAngleterre des succ^l 
qu*il leur a refus^ jusqu'i present; ce sera k la Providence A 
aourofmer au k frastrer kors espinmcest 
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To David Hartley, Esq. M. P. , , . , 
l^EAR Sir, Passi/y Jpril 13, ms^, ,. 

; SiDce mine of the 5th I have thought lartbefr 

ef the subject of our late letters. You were cf opAomiK 
that the late minister desired sincerely a reeonciliation with 
America, and with that view a separate peace with us was- 
proposed. it happened that at the same time Lord Nortb 
bad an enrissary here to sound the French Banisters witb 
regard to peace, and to make them very advantageous pro* 
positions in case they would abandoii America. You may 
hj^ce judge, my dear friend, what opinion I must hav#' 
formed of the intentions of your ministers* Te .conviuca* 
you of the truth of this, I may acquaint you that the emissary^ 
YHfiia a Mr. Forth; and that the answer given him to. carry 
^ck to tho English ministers was, que He roi de France 
^iroii la paix auiaut que le roi d'Jingkterre; qu^il s'j^ 
pr/^eroii dis q,uU le pourrok avec digmti et surele^ mats qu^il 
imparioit avant tout a S. AL T. C\ de savoir st laeaur dea 
Lmdres itoit.disposie a traiter igalefnent ax>ec les allies de la 
France. Mr. Forth went off with this answer for Londott^ 
but probably did not arrive till after the dismission of .tbe 
inioisters that sent him; You may make any uso of this 
iofarmation as you judge proper. The new ministry may see 
pf it the principles that govern this court ; aud it will con* 
y'wce them, I bope, that tlie project of dividing us is as vaiHi 
«& it would be to us injurious. I .cannot judge what they 
will think or do- in consequence of the answer sent fa^ Mr«. 
Forth (if they have seen it.) If they love peace, aa.they 
bave persuaded the English nation and all Europe to believe^ 
tliey can be under no difficulty. France has opened a patb 
which in my opinion they may use, without hurting the • 
dignity of their master, or the honor of the nation. If they 
do not ^009^. iiy tl^ej doubtlesa flatter themselves that waF 
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may still produce successes in favor of England that have 
hitherto been withheld. The crowning or frustrating . such 
hopes belongs to Divine Providence : may God send lis all 
more wisdom I I am ever; my dear friend, yours most 
afiectianately, ': 

B. Franklik»' 
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To HIS ExcELLEi^cy John Adams, Esq. 

Sir, . . . Passj/y April 13^ 1782i 

EdcIo^ with this I send to your Excellency^ 
the packet of correspondence between Mr. Hartley and me, 
\vhich 1 promised in my last. You will see that we hdd 
nearly the same language, which gives me pleasure. ^ . 

While Mr. Hartley was making propositions to me, with ^ 
the approbation or privity of Lord ^orth to treat separateljr 
from France, that minister had an emissary here, a Mr» 
Forth, formei'ly a secretary of Lord Stormont^s^ makings 
proposals to induce this court to treat without us. I under* 
stand that several sacrifices were offered to be made, and 
among the rest Canada to be given up to France. The^ 
substance of the answer appears in my last letter to Mr»- 
Hartley. But there is a sentence omitted in that letter 
which I much liked, viz. '^ that whenever the two crowns 
should come to treat, his Most Christian Majesty would 
show how much the engagements he might enter into, were 
to be relied oo, by his exact observance of those he already 
had with his present allies." 

If you have received any thing in consequence of your 
answer by Digges, you will oblige me by communicating it. 
The ministers here were much pleased with the account 
given them of your interview by the ambassador. 

With great respect, I am, Sir, your Excellency's, Scc^ 

» B. Frankuk. ^ 
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Fbom T>^yiD Hartley, Esq. M. ?• to Dr. 

* My Dear FaiENi>,. London^ May ^y 17M. 

I have received a packet from you eontainiiig 
several letters ot various dates. As I shall probably have a safe 
opportunity of conveyance to you when Mr. Laurens leaves 
this country, I am now sitting down t(K write to you au 
omnium kind of letter of varioiM matters as they occur* 
The late ministry being departed^ I may now speak of things 
more freeiy. I will take a se&tenee iu oae of your lettera 
'for my text. Vide yours of April 13, 178S, in which* yon 
•ay : yoti was of opimon thai the late ministry derirtd 
6iNCEREi:.Y a uconcUiatioH with AmerkeyBnd with that 
i^ew a separate peace with us was prop<osedL I must qualify 
this sentence much, before I can adopt it us my opiaion. 
As to reconciliation^ I never gave much credk to- ihem fov 
jibat wisb. It is a szceet expression. It certainly me€MS 
MORE than peace^ The utmost I ever gave tke lat€ mioistrj 
credit for, was « wish for peace. And 1 still believe thai 
tbe wisest among< thetn grew from day to day more dbposed 
to peace or an abatement of th^ war, in proportiofi as they 
became more alarmed foir their own situations and tbeir 
lespoDsibility. Had the war been more aucc^ssAil, I sbouldf 
not have expected much relenting towards peace or recon- 
ciliation. That this has always beea. the measure of my 
#punoxi of them, I refef you to some words in a letter fsom 
me to you, dated January o, 17B0, for proof^^' but for tb« 
point of sincerity ; why as to that I have not dmi^ tp say ; 
I have at least expected some hold opoa their prudence* 
My argument suns tbu8< It is a iarga/it for jroii (ministers) 
lo be sincere now. Common prudence laay hiat tO; yon ta 
look to yourselves^ It has amazed me bejond tteafure^ tliat 
this principle of itommon selfish prudence^ kns not ha^lhe 
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effect wbii'h *I expected." I have not been disposed to be 
ileceivt;(l by any conciliatory professions which 1 c6Rsidered 
only as arising from prudence, and I hope that I have not* 
led yOu into any decepcioi^ having so fully explained myself 
i0 vou on that liead/ Had the American Mar been mov^: 
prosperous- dn the part o^ the^ late ministry, I do not belieyt^ 
(be late resignation woiii^ bave taken place. But it if 
#^ideHt from tl>e proposiiionr to the couit of France whicfa 
you have eonaliuiicated' t9 ^le, (and nvhich I have commu« 
tlicated to the preseiU ministry vytth your letter ,) that even t^ 
th^ last hoin , ^oMe part of . tHe late ministry >vere still set 
4ippn the- American war to the last* extremity; and probably 
aiiother mfffe f rudest part of ; the miuisti^ uofdd proceed na^ 
iacther ;'. whicli;^ if it be so, may reasonably be imputed as U^i 
<»Use of ttre^ dissolution ot'^thetate ministry, ,The^ havo 
been the argon>entfl ^iiicfi I* have always driven and 
insisted upon witii the greatest .f xpectattoit of success^ viz; 
prudent iai arguments from the total impracticability of tb^ 
war; responsibility, S;c I have been astonisiied beyond 
measure, that' these- arguments have -Dot sooner ha<l their 
efiiect. If I could give you ^n idea of raa^iy conferences 
>vhict» I have had upon tlie subject^ I should tell you> that 
HiaMy tiiM^s JPtf//> Ji^ ti'€mbi(4L Wlieu induced by tlie terror 
of responsibility either to renounce the Anierican war, or to 
reliitquisfar their places, they have chorcn the latter ; which i$ 
tfujost wretched and contemptible retribution either to their 
country.or to inankiiid, for the desolation in whicli they have 
involved every nation that they have ever beci\ connect^ 
with. Peace they would not leave behind them, I'heir 
legacy to their country, and to mankind has beeor; lei dark- 
nets be the hurier of the dead! 

As to the- proposal of a separate peace arisii^ from «« 

desire of reconciliatioUj it certaiuly was so on the part of the 

4»eople of -England, but on the part of the late ministry, it 

probably arose from the hopes of suggesting to France ideas 
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of some infidelity on the part of America towards them. If 
you should ask me, why I have seemed to conspire with thi«, 
my answer is very plain. In the first place, if I could have 
prevailed with the late ministry to have actually made an 
irrevocable offer, &n their dfwn parts, of a separate peace to 
America, that very offer would in the same instant have 
Become on their part also a consent to a general peace ; 
because thei/ never had any vrish to a separate fcontest witli 
Plrance, and Aiticrica being out of the question,- f*ey Would 
have thought of nothing after that but a general pea«e. I 
never could bring them'*even to' this.' They wished that 
America should make the offer of a separate treaty (for 
obvious views.) My proposal was, that they should offer 
irrevocable terms of peace to America, ff they had meant 
ivhat they pretended, and what the people of England did 
really desire, they would have adopted that proploaition. 
Then the question would have tome forward upon the fair 
iind honorable -construction of a treaty between Fratice aiid 
America, the esseyitial and direct end of which was fully 
fcctomplished. When I speak of Great Britain offering 
irrevocable terms! of peace to America, I mean such termi 
as would have effectually satisfied the provision oTtbe treaty, 
viz. tacit independence. 1 send you a paper intitled a 
Breviate,^ which I laid before the late ministry, md their not 
having acted upon it, was a proof to me that the disposition 
of their heart to America was not altered, but that all their 
relenting arose from the impracticability of that war, mnd 
their want of success in it. Bat desponding as they were at 
last, it was not inconsistent with my expectations of their 
conduct, that they should mike great oilers to France to 
abandon America. It was the only weapon left in their 
hands. In course of negociating with the late ministry I 
perceived thrir' couhige drooping ftbth time to time, for the 

1 Tide tBo same following^ this letter. 
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lo'st three or four years, and it was upon diat ground I gav^ 
thetn credit for an increasing disposition* towards peace* 
Some dropped off; others. supk under the load of folly ; and 
nthist'they all failed. My argument net AomtVies to the lat« 
ministry^ night he stated thus, if you donU kill them, th^ 
fOUl kM you. fiut the war is impracticable on your partr} 
6rgo, the best thing, you .can do for your own salce is to mak# 
jleoca This was reasoning to men, and thro^gh men t^ 
diings.. But there is 4;io measure of -rage in pcide and disapr 
j^ointment, 

*,,' . Sficuh vitca relimquiaU 

^ Infixa.veniSf animasque in vuinere ponunU 

So nuich for the arguinent of the Breviaie as far as it re*> 
«pected the late ministry. It was a test which proved that 
they were not sincere to their professions. If they had been 
io «arnest to have given4he war a turn towards the house of 
BourJvon, and to have dropped the American war, a plain 
road lay before them. The sentiment of the people of £ng» 
knd was conformable to the argument of that breviate; or 
lalhtr I should say ^wliat is. the -red truth, that the argument 
of the breviate was dictated by the notoriety of that senti- 
ment in the people of Ei^land. My object and wish always 
has been t^ strike at the root of the evil, the American war. 
If the Bulish nation have jealousies and resentments against' 
tfaehouseofliourboni yet still the £rst step in every case would 
be to«eBcaid*tfae Auiericas war, and »ot4o4eep it lurking, in 
the reftr, to become hereafter, in «case of certain events^ a 
reversionary war Avith America -for unconditioqal terfi^. 
This reversionary -war wa3 never the object of the people pf 
England : thereiqore the argument of the breviate 'was caloif 
leted bona fide to accomplish their views, i^nd to discriminate 
• tbe fallacious pretences of the late adoHiiistration from the 
feal wishes of the country, at expressed in tbe circular reao«> 
.ll^Q of many counties ia the year J 780^ first moved art 
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York on March £8^ 1 780. Erery other principle and every 
QMxIe of coDduct only imply 9 as you very justly express .it> ft 
4eeret hope (hat war may stilL produce success^ and Cbeu— '• 
The designs which Jhave beea lurking under this prefcent 
l^ould not mean any thing else tlian ihi^. Who knows but tbnte 
fre may still lalk to America at last* ' The only test of clear 
intentions would haveii«en this, to havfcui up the American* 
vrar and all possible return to it for any cause, or iinder any 
pretext. I am confident that the seutiment of the people o£ 
England is and always has been to procure peace and recon^ 
ciliation M-ith America, and to vhidicate the national honor 
in the contest with the bouse of Bourbon. If this intention 
h;id been pursued in a simple and direct manner, I am confix* 
dent that the honor and safety of die British nation wouUt 
long ago have been established in a geueral peace with, all 
the belligerent powers. These are the sentiments toMtbich; 
]( have always acted in thoae n^ociationa which I have bad 
upon the subject of peace with the. late ministry. ReooB«i 
ciUation with America, and peace with all the world uport 
terms consistent with the honor and safety of my tiwiii 
countiy. 

Peace must be sought in such ways as promise the greatest 
4egrce of practicability. The sentiments of individuals as 
p^ilantliropists may be overborne by Ibe power of ancient 
prejudices which too frequently prevail in the aggr^;ates of 
nations. In such case the philaothropist who wishes the 
good of jiiis own coiuitry, and of mankind^ muat be the bidki 
rush bending to the storm, and not the sturdy oak unavailinf^ 
tfsisting. National prejudices, are^ I hope^ generally upoM' 
tl^, d^^cliqe. Iteason and humanity gain ground every d^i 
ag^iii^t their natural enemies, folly and injustice; I'he^ideaii 
qf-paliQUs being natural enemies to. eaoh other are generdiy 
repr/i^batod. . Bat mll.jealoasieM and ancient rivalships tok 
4^n/,v|))i(^ ^Mdictitiift roadrto .fietw mmog. mua^ rM 
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one bdliferetot naMoB will entertain a aUnding force of tintt 
or four hundred thousand fighting men, other nationa m^H 
have defended frontiera and barrier towna, and thc| barritff 
of a neighbouring feland whose conafitutioo doea not aljolr^fi 
atanditig military force,' tnuat coii«ilst,iii''t au^riorilj^jjat afMir 
II is neoeaaary for herowri defence. IS all natiotflis l^y .ffwiitiwt 
ooitneiit will reduce tbeirf i^ensiv^ po^rersy which: .tbejM^nl^ 
Qi&tm Hnder the prtHat of nece$aary defence, and Mng 
forward the reign of the^Mitleaimn; fh^n away witk yoam 
froBliers and barriera^ and your G^ibraltara, and the key of^^ai 
BaUic, and all tbe hostile array of nationa. : *. ' 

. • Asperaeofnpotiti4imte»ean»$tKulaBelH4, i 

These must be the sentiments of every philantiiropist kif 
lii» interior thoaght!iGl» But if we are not ta seek pe|<oe*lff 
some' pintslicabie Method accommodated to Oie tenaaning^ 
^igttdic^s'Of the mtihinid#^ we shsfll nol in our ttnfo^l i^( 
ae^ that happy day. If tireat Britain and France tere^acacieol 
riTala;i tlusn, unHil tbe reign of the MiUenium shall approacb} 
amaige that vivaliship' »poii eqiritabio' teim^y aar th^ hrof 
badiii^ aations of Europe^ set theaa'ia bolanee tOeat;h otber<^ 
the one by land^ the other by sea* .Give. to Frarure her eM 
vated rank among the nations of Europe. Give to Gieat 
Britain' the bictncH^ of her flag, and the security of her isiahd^ 
by her wooden walls^ and there would be no obstruction tdf 
general and perpetual peace. The. prejudices of dis'respitet 
between nations prevail' only among the inferior ranks. Be^* 
lieve me, for one at ieast^ I have^ the ' Highest aentinienta o£ 
reapeot for the natioD of FriUite. Ifaave so other sentimenta' 
ofboetiiity but: what are honorable foMiarda them, and whiofar 
ao a member olf a rivalistate at war with ihem,: consists in tkaf 
duty of vigilance which I owe towanb the hon6r and'iiHr 
terests of my own country. J am nol ccmecioas df a Word 
ora thouf^ whi<th««oiir ^ foJa# of^kenor 1 would wish to* 
kikve gooaeaiedifcMQ:#ftpaadli ariinkinrj>' tothe loode vdttdbr 
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I have proposed of unravelling the present snljects of jea* 
fousj and contest, J would make my proposals openly to 
Fiance herself Liet-Ameriea be free, and enjoy happiness 
itad p^ace for ever. If France and Great Britain have 
jtelouries or rivalshi^ betM^een tfaemseivef as European 
AitioMI, 'f then s;iy to France; let us settle these points 
^twe^ ourselves^ if unfoitunately we shall not be able 
Ijrf ^i^nbrable negociatiott to compromiset the indispensable 
J^oints^'Of national honor and safety. This would be my 
language to Friuice, open and undisguised. In the mean 
while I desire you to observe that it would not be with 
Reluctance tliat I should offer eternal freedom, happiness 
jMid peace to America. You know my thoughts too well 
Do suspect ihat. I speak only as iu a state of war desinoua 
10 arrange^ the complicated interests and to secure the 
fespe(iti|Pe'' honor of natiofis. My wishes are and always 
kave been for the peace^ liberty and safety of mankind* In. 
Ibe pnrsuit of those hlessed objects not only this country 
mai America, but France herself and the house of Bourbon, 
may jusrrty claim the conspiring exertions of evay free and 
Ittieral mind, eveta among their temporary enemies and 
rivals^ I am, &c.' 

i|»f'. • . .• D.'HAftTLBT. . 

ill ' I ' ' ' 1 1' ' ' 

, [Enclosed in tlie Letter of David Habtlev, Esg. of' 

May 1, 1782.] 

;„ , , r firewii/e, -Fe*. 7, 1783. 

It is stated that America is disposed to ontar 
itmrn' a inegociauon of'ijjkeane with Great Britain without 
H^^tring'any foi^mst recognitino ^ Independence; always 
siKdentood that they are to act in conjunction with their allies^ 
(Miforaiable to treaties^ . ^ 

^fitlt is therefore recommended to give .for re|dy that the 
Wttmertfiof XSiMtffirilBninrn likawiaeidiap 



a Tiegocration for peace^ citid tbtt they are ready io^ opeo • 
general treaty for tkat purpose. »,. , .r-*- 

^ if the British inioisters should see any objectioD to a geoflf 
ral treaty^ but should stSl bedtsposiBd taeater into a aepaiMbi 
treaty mth Amerioa^ it-isthen recomoieiKled.to. thein:>((p 
offer such terms to America -as shall induce her to apply t|^ 
her allies for their consent: thatahe should be permitled tt 
enter into a separate ti-eaty with Great Britain* The cofli^ 
dition of which being the consent «f allies^ no^ propositioyi gf 
any breach of feith can be understood to be required ki 
them by the requisition of a aeparate treaty. 

The British ministers are free to make any propositionsr \^ 
America ni'hich they may think proper, provided they.be not 
dishonorable in themselves, U^hich in the present case 'ii 
barred by the supposition of consent being pbtaiJiyed*: {p 
tbi9 cas^ therefore if they ^ould 'be inclined to oS&HM^fft 
rate treaty it is tecommended to them to offer such. itenii9til# 
Atiierica> as should induce her to be desirous of closimg- wifb 
the proposal of a separate treaty os die grounds .of >fiiitioi|fil 
aecurity and interests, and likewiso sucb!aa.may oonstil^^lf^ 
to them a case of reason and justice upon which they muf 
make requisition to their allies for their copsea^. It'll 
suggested that the offer to America of a truce of sufficient 
length, together with the removal of the British troops, would 
be equivalent to that case which is provided for in the treaty 
of February 6, 1778, between America and France, viz. 
l^rctV independence ; and the declanid ends of that alliance 
4>ei])g a<ieoiiiipli9heidit would not beveasonaiiile that America 
i^uld be draped on by their alliaf in a war^ tbe^ eiMitinuaMra 
vif which beHreeti Frando an4<Ote»t; Britain could 'lanly^bip 
caused j by- separate European^ ^jeal^usiea : ami fesentnamiit 
(if unfortunately for the public peace any such dhoiiid ariiMi) 
Mt^i^^een ihemseitea, indapendMrtr'and'^nQoaneeted withjtha 
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0ot m point of honor to thtir allies refuse tbeir (consent so 
requested, as any rivalship or punctilios betv^een her and 
€^at Briuio^as Enropean nations, (principles which loo 
fipieqaently disturly the {>e8ce' of mankind,) could nott)e con* 
aidered as casus fxderis of tho.American aUiadce ; «)d theup 
pride as a belligerent pdwel* would not permit them to claim 
the assistance of Aitierica aa> necessary to their support^ 
tberfeby proclaiming their natioa unequal to the contest in 
case of the continuance *of a war with Great Britain after 
Ae settlement and pacification with America. Their con* 
sent therefore is to be presimied. But if they should demur 
on this point, if Great Britain should be dispose to concede 
tadt independence to JVmeriea by a long truce and the 
removal of the troops, and if the obstruction should evidently 
Mcur on die part of France^ under any equiiroeal or Captiouel 
oonstmction of ^defensive trtiity of alliance between AinericH 
and France, Great Britain would firom ttieneeforwaid stand 
upon advantage grouiid^ . either mi any iiegbciation with 
America, or in the contioiiance of a war incl(idit)g Americ^i 
lnut not arising: fpom any fertber resentments of -Gi-eat Britain 
Howards America, but- impoaed reluctantly npon botiv parties 
by the conduct of the Court 0f -France. 

These thoughts are not suggekted with any view of giving 
any preference iii £avor= of a separate treaty above a general 
treaty, M* above any plans of separate but concomitant 
Craatiesy^like ike treaties of Mmister and Osnaburgh^ but 
only to draiw out the lind 0I. negotiating a separate treaty 
Id case the* British miaistry should think It neoessary to 
adhere to that anode. • SqUkiQi^fill cases it $bould seem indis- 
pensaUato express some <filptMitioa 00 the. part of Great 
JBritain to- adopt either one mode or the other. An* absolute 
refusal to Ureat at all ntust.neoeasarily drive America' into the 
i^sest conneiion wilh Frano^ and all other foreign. hostile 
fmnuBf . whd.wgulfeAriwvllia^'^akavt^ga -fof^imiliiD^' eveiy 
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passible 8tip«ktidn Uy the foliire disadvaiitoge of Brkii 
interefts, and^bove aU things would probaUy ittpiflato • ibat 
America should never make peace with Great Britain wiibcrtrt 
the most formal and expbck reoognilieft of tfa<eir iodep^iH 
dencci absolute and unlimited* 
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Private Journal of Paoceeoings, 9s kept bj V^ 
Franklin^ relative to the Negociations for Peac^ 
between Great Britain and tbe United States of Am^^ 
rica^ in the period between the 21st of March aud U# 

Istof July, 1783. 

••• • • ■ 

Passy^ May9i 1782* 
Ab aince the change of ministry in EogfaMid^' 
•ome ^nous professions have been made of their dispositta* 
to peace, and of their readiness to enter into a general treatj^ 
for that purpose; and as the concerns and claims of five 
nations are to be discussed in that treaty, which must there* 
fore be inteieating to the present age and to posterity, f ani 
inclined to J^eep a journal of ihe proceedings as far as they 
come to my knowledge^ and (0 nmke it More complete witt 
jfirst endeavour to recollect what has already paet. 

Great affairs aometimes take their rise from aroall circum- 
Mantes. My good friend and neighbofir Madame Briiloii 
being at Mice litt last winter for ber health, with hei; 
Mai^le* family, wrote |o me that she bad ttiet Mth 
En^^isb geMry- there whose ac^aintance proved agreeabldf 
aaooag them she named Lord Cbolmondeiey, who shti«aid( 
bad pronifitd to call in hie retunvto fingkndi'^and itiiiM 
tea with us «t P^ssy. He left ^ice saoaer ithaBishoi^eiip^ 
posed^ and'^came to Paris long before iMi - Qui lh#*^l«|idt 
Marcb I received the following note. >• ■ : ' • < I' isi^ 

^'Lord Cholm wd al e yV coflipUmeBlr<^tOii>r;>Fnisklal^ 
hei#ii^.tulii(M<*^Lotdon 4)tHmoiwo«i«ve&i]ig/ asd abonhi^^Mi 
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l^ad to see him for five mioutes before be went« Lord C. 
'Will call upon him at any time in the morning be shall please 
to appoint. 
^* Thursday Evemng, Hotel de Cbartres.'' 

I wrote for answer that I should be at home all the next 
Biomiog) and glad to see his Lordship, if he did me the 
honor of calling upon me. He came accordingly. I had 
before no personal knowledge of this nobleman. We talked 
of our friends whom he left at Nice, then of affairs in Eng- 
land, and the late resolutions of the Commons on Mr. Con- 
way^s motion. He told me that he knew Lord Shelbume 
had a great regard for me^ and he was sure his Lordship 
would b^ pleased to hear from me, and that if I would write . 
a line he sliould have a pleasure in- carrying it. On which I 
wrot^ the following* 

• 

To Lord Shelburne. 

Passy, March £2, 1 782. 
Lord Cholmondeley having kindly offered to 
take a letter from me to your Lordship, I embrace the r 
opportunity of assuring the continuance of my ancient respect 
for your talents and virtues, and of congratulating you on the 
returning good disposition of your country in favor of 
America, which appears in the late resolutions of the Com- 
mons. I am persuaded it will have good effects. I hope it 
will tend to produce h genet^d peaccj which I am sure your 
Lordship with all good men desires, which I wish to see 
before I die, and to which I shall with infinite pleasure con* 
tribute every thing in my power. Your friends the Abb6 
Morellety and Madame Helvetius are weU. With great and 
sincere esteem, I have the honor to be, my Lord, your 
Lordship's moat obedient and most humble servant. 



. Socm after thift we beai'd from England that a tdtal-ctiaiig^, 
bad taken {dace ip the miniati^, and that Loiid Shelburne y/m>' 
come in as Secretary of State. But I thought na more io#^ 
my letter till an old fmnd and near neighbour of imney'i^ailjr 
years in London/ appeared at Passy, and introduced a 
Mr« Oswald, who he said bad a great desire to see me; and 
Mr. Oswald after some litde conversation gave me tbart 
fblkrwing letters irom Lord Shdlbume, itnd IMQr. l^nH^hs. ^ 

r 

t • I • - ■ . ' » I t - ."I 

f ... • ♦ • • , ^^ 

J)sAB Sir, London^ Jpril 6i 17 SQ. 

I have been favored In^h your lieOer, and ant - 
much obliged by your remerabranteJ I find my'self returned^ 
nearly to the same situation, which you remember me to 
have occupied nineteen years agO) and shoidd be very glad - 
totalktoy^u as Idid then, and afterwards in 1767, upM 
the means of promoting the happiness of mankind ;' a subjeel^' 
much more agreeable to my nature, than the best concerted 
plans for spreading misery and devastation, I have had a 
high opinion of the compass of your mind, and of your fore* 
tight I have often been beholden to both, and shall be glad 
to be so again, so far as is compatible ^kh your sitnatioM'' 
Your letter disicovering the same disposition has made mm 
send to you Mr. Oswald. I have had a longer acquaintance ' 
with him, than even I have had the pleasure to have with yoil« • 
I believe him an honest man, and after consulting someofour^ 
common friends, I have thought him the fittest- for the p«^ '» 
pose. He is a practical man, and conversant in (hose nego** ■• 
ciationsi which are most interesting to mankind. This hae^^ 
made me prefer him to any of our speculative frientf% or W -< 
any person of higher rank. He is fiilly apprised ot my mind| ■- 
and you may give full credit to every thing he assures you of^^^i 
At the same time if anv|[>ther channel occurs to you, iBm^'- 

»'• ■ ^ 1 ■ ■ • '*r . ■ " ■» . M '' ■■ ■■■ I. . / ■» . ■ , ■« njn ^ t|i !; r ? 






1 Caleb Whiteford, Esq. 



ti^Af if> Hfihrur^. k. I frirfi to retain the astme simpfirrtr wnA 
food fuhh, nvbich nuhmteA beCweieti m in tr a nsact i o n s of fe9» 
knportanee* I have die honor to be, wMi great and ainccre 
ffteem, dear Sir^ jonk faithfid and moat obedient aerranC, 

SneLBUilXE. ' 



From Hknby LAV%t,n$, Em. to Da. Feavku^. 

Dkak Sir, London^ JprUj, 178^. 

Ridiard Oswald, Esq. who will do Bie'(b^ 
hMor of dcliiKering this, is a gentleman of the strictest 
ean^lor and intpgrity. I dare gite such assurance from an 
•xiH^ricnce little short of thirty years ; and to Add, you will be 
perfectly safe in conversing freely with him on the business 
'>irhi<rli lie will introduce; a business in whicfti Mr/Oswald 
haa difttntrrestediy engaged from motives of benevolence i 
And (mm the choice of the man a persuasion folfowstbat 
fhe electors mean to be in earnestr Some j^ple in this 
'conntty, w*ho have too long indulged themselves iti abusing 
•very tfiing American, have been pleased to circulate aA 
opinion tlint Dr. Franklin is a very cunning man ; in answer 
lo which I have remarked to Mr. Oswald,' ^' Dr. FranUih 
•knows very Meli how to manage a cunning man, but wheM 
llio doctor converses or treats with a man of candor, there is 
no man more candid thon himself.*' I do not know whether 
ymi \^ill ultimiitely agree in political sketches, but I ani 
suits at gentlemen, you will port very well pleased with eacM 
dlher. 

SlK)nM'you, Sir, think it proper to communicate to me 
ytHir tentiinvnti and advice on our afiairs, the more ample 
the more acct ptable, and probably the more ser\'iceable. 
Mr. Oswald will take charge of y^nr dispatches, and afford 
a aecure means of conve^-ance; to this gentleman I refer 
you for gtneril iuforwakm of a jouraej which I am imsM« 



* * 
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diately to make partly in his compan j ; at .O^teod to file off 
for the HaguCi J £pel a. wUlii^gneiiS .infiriDas I am, to 
attempt doisg ^ much good ^a can^jbe e2f.pected.^m such 
a pii«oaer on. parole. A» Ueneial JBftt^oy^e is ceiuiiiiy 
excbangedy (a circumstance by the bye which possibly might 
have embarrassed us had your late proposition been accepted,)' 
may I presume at ray return to offer another Lieutenant 
Gei^er^rtVcA^ih Eiiglahd vPpmohif d^np-Mte; TA cx'cfratige; 
or, what shall I- i^er ki/Eiigland for myself^ :a. thiamin my 
own .estimation of no great value ? : I have die honor to be, 
with great respect, and permit me ti> add^ gre^ re^^ufie,* 
Sir, your faithful fellow labourer and obedient servant, -. 

HBifRY Laurens* 



I entered into conversation with Mr. Oswidd. He wat 
represented in the letter as fully apprized ofJ^Td Shelbunne's 
mind, and I was desirous of knowing it. All I could l?ai;p 
was, th^t the new ministry sincerely wished for peace; tbi^ 
they considered the object of the war to France and Apo^rica 
as obtained. That if the Independence of the Uoitod States 
was agreed to^ there was no other point in dispute, and there* 
fore nothing left to hinder a pacification. That they were 
ready to treat of peacsy but intimated that if Fiance should 
insist upon terms too humiliating to England, they could stiU 
continue the war, having yet great strength apd. iQany 
resources left. I let him know that America would not 
treat but in concert with France, and that my colleagues not 
being here, I could do nothing of importance in tlie affair; 
but that if he pleased I would present him to M. de Ver* 
geunt:s, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. He con- 
senting, I wrote and sent the following letten 
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To M. LE CoiCTE BE VeBGENNES, 

Miinsierfor Foreign Affairs^ Sec. Versailles, 

Sm, Passi/j Jpil 15, 1762, 

• • • I 

^ Ad English nobleman^ Lord Cbolraondelev, 

lately returning from Italy called upon me Iiere^ at the time 
'ivhen we received the news of tlie first resolutions of the 
House of Commons relating to America. In conversation 
he said, that he knew his friend Lord Shelburne had a great 
jregard for me, that it wpul/i be pleading to him to b^ar of 
my welfare, and to receive a line from me; of wliicji he. Lord 
Cholmondeley, sboulfl like to be the bearer ; adding, that if 
there should be a change of ministry he believed Lord Shel* 
^ur^e. would. be employed.. I tiiereupon wrote a few lines 
of which I enclose a copy J This day I received au answer 
wi^ch I also enclose,'' together with another le^tier Ironi 
J^t. I^urens.^ l^'^^J both, as your £)(cellency wil{ ae^t 
jj^otpmend, (he bearep. Mr. Qswsdd, as a very honest sc^i^iihle 
man. I have had a little conversation with him.. He telle 
me, that there has beqna desire of making a separate peace 
with America, and of continuing the war with France and 
Spain, but tliat now all wise people give up that idea as 
impracticable, and it is his private opinion that the ministry 
do smcereily desire ^ general peace, and that they will readily 
^teme into it, provided France does iK>tinsist upon conditions 
toobumiliating for -England ; in which case she will make 
great and violent efforts rather than submit to them, and tliat. 
much is still In her power, Sec. I told the gentleman that I 
xu>uld not enter into particulars with bim, but in concert wit]i 
the ministers of this Court, and I proposed introducing him 
16 your Excellency after connnunicatinp: to you the letters he 
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' See P«ge 426. t.Page m. . » p«g« ia«^ 



had^ brought me- in case you shotiM tfaitil: fit to see hhif ; wiffi 
Which he aprpeiiirM Ito be )>iea3^. ' I iht^hd waiting on jfoii 
to^moitow, v^hen* y(>ti will t>l^a^ ta ^qfAiibt? titt With yMT 
intentions and favor me with your edtittseh; Wi btd^' Aeiird 
nothing of Forth's missipn and imagined the old ministry bad 
not acquainted the ne^' with that transaction. Mr* Xiaiii^eiis 
eaitie over il^ith-' him in the same vea^l, and went from 
Ostend' to Holkittd; I hive th^ bt>nor to be, &c. *t 

The next day being at Court with the foreign ministers, iil^ 
usual on Tuesdays, I saw M. de YergenneSywho acquain^d 
me that he had caused the letters to be translated, had fioif 
ndefed die contents, and should like to aee Mr. O&walfL 
We agreed that the interview should be on Wednesday iit 
10 o'clock. 

Immediately on my return home, I wrote to Mr. Qswal^ 
acquainting him with what had passed at Versailles, and pro^ 
posing that he should be with me at half-past eight the nest 
ihoming in Order to proceed thither. 

I received from him the following answer. 

Sir, 

I have the honor of youra by tUf betrer, an4 

shall be sure to wait oq you to-morrow at half-p«8t ^ifj^ 

I am with much respect. Sir, your most obe£ent humhll 

servant, Richarp OiiWAU). 

Pflm, i6th April 

' . . . ' 

He cafne accordingly, and we arrived at Venailljes pubc* 

tually. M. de Vergennes received us with much civili^* 

Hr. O^waM not being i;eady in speaking French^ M. di 

Rayneval * interpreted. The, conversation . continued Hoar 

'' - i tfnder StcMaijf liur ftnigii iMriL^ 
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m hour* Mr. 0«wsrid ,at first thought of seadiog an expms 
with, an account of it^ and was ofiered a passport, but finally 
conclttfkKl to go himaelf ; and I wrote th^ next day ta Lord 
Sbelbume the letter following. 

My Loan, Pttssy, April 18, 1782. 

I have received the letter your X^ordship did 
me the honor of writing to me the 6th insta^it. I congratulate 
you on your new appointment to the honorable and im* 
portant office you formerly filled so worthily ; an office which 
must be so fair pleasing to you as it affords you more 
opportunities of doing good and of serving your country 
esaentiaHy in its great concerns. J have conversed a good 
rfetl with Mr. Oswald, and am much pleased with him. He 
•iqiears to me a wise and honest man. I acquainted him, 
that I was commissioned with otiiers to treat of and conclude 
u peace. That full powers were given us for that purpose, 
and that the Congress promised in good faith to ratify, coii- 
fttn, and cause to be faithfully observed, the treaty we 
should make : but that we would not treat separately from 
France, and I proposed introducing fafan to M. le Comte de 
Vei^ennes, to whom I communicated your Lordship's letter 
containing . Mr. Oswald's character, as a foundation for the 
ipfterview. He will acquaint you that tlie assurance he gave 
of his Britannic Majesty's good dispositions towards peace, 
was well received, and. assurances returned of the same dis- 
positions in his most Christian Majesty. With regard to 
circumstances relative to a treaty, M.de Vergennes observed, 
that the King's engagements were, such as that he could not 
treat without the concurrence of his allies; that- the treaty 
^should therefore be for a general not a partial peace; tjhatif 
the parties were disposed to finish the \i'ar speedy by thcm- 
seives^ it would perhaps be best to treat at^ Paris> as an 
atAbassador fr(ni^^j»f^p^^s aire<il«j^>^ , 



stonei^' fjrbtii ' Ameiica Vnight earilyand soon be assemblecl 
there. Ot- if th^y thosis to finakeiise of the proposed medb* 
tion, ihey might treat at Vienrta r bat that the King was so 
truly willing to put a speedy end t(i>'the war^ that he wbidd 
agree to any place the King of England should think proper. 
I leave the rest of the conversation to be related to your 
Lordship by Mr. Oswald, and that he might do it more 
Easily and foHy tMtnlie couM by letter, Iwas of cypitiion with 
him that it would'^be best to reittro ^mnediately/aml d<Hk 
tkA voce. Beitig myself but one of 'the four'pe^sons nov 
ih 'Europe cofiitiiissioned by the Congress to treat of pieaeo, 
T^n make no proposition of such impOrtan(^e without theur; 
1' bato only express my viish, that if Mn Oswald retsroa 
hidier, he may bring with 'him the agreement of your court !• 
ti'^t 'for a'genefal peaoe, and the proposal of place airf 
fime, that I may imnfediately Write to Messrs. -Adaoiii^ 
Laurens, and Jay. I 'suppose that in'diis ca^ your LordsMp 
will think it pro|kr to have Mr. Laurens dbcharged t\pom 
the engagements be entered into -when he was adrnkWd 
to bail. I desire rto other channel of communication bt- 
tween us than Mr. Oswald, viiiidh f think your Lord8hi|> 
has chosen with mfuch judgment. He will be witness ^f 
my acting with all the simplicity and good faith which you 
do me the honor to expect from me; and if he is enabled 
when be returns hither to communicate more fully your 
Lbrdaihip*s miiidxm the "principal points <o be settled, I diiidc 
it m^y contribute mach to the blessed work our hearts are 
engaged in. 

B^*the act of parliament relative to Aikierican prisoners^ 
I see the king is empowered to exchange them. I hope 
those you have in England and Ireland may be sent home soon 
to their country in flags of tmce^ and exchanged for an equal 
number of your people ; permit me to add that I diink it 
would be well if some khidiiess were miaed in die transactioDj 



Ijdtb regard to tJbi^ cppfortable accc^niodal^o oo j^p 
IVHurd: &« tbcwfB poor uofocUioate people have boen .^i^g 
|d>iant from their .fi^milJBs iind friends^ ^nfl cather jbarcf^g 
U)iatcd. With ^eat ap^ sinccnre respect^ J. have a^jbyp^f 
f^ be, my Lord, your LprdflbipV) ^. Si^c 

. To the acooufU c^yntaioed in ikj» Jettfer of yi^t .p&^<4 jio 
)he coBversajUqn wUh the rJJDi^i«tar,.4 ^j^oujfl ^d^ bis /i^aaj^ 
declaration, that as the fouDdation of a gpo4 ^"4 4^^^!^ 
Iieaco fltiotild be >l^d io justke, urb^^er fi tff^y. w^ i^ptn^^ 
4i|loi|^ be had fiev6ial,<)ei]iaflyd9 to make of ju^tijCe.frqai £^» 
Jasd. Of tbi8> said be, I give you preyipu^ iiptke. Yf^df. 
Jtbq|edemaod9 ivere^ be did uot particular^ say , au/epfcx^nff^ 
!• ine, via* r^piupatioi^ for.. t)ie iojury done in taking a qumber 
)rf French 4)i]^ by surprise before tlie declaration of tbe 
{Receding :>i'ar, cpnti^ to. the law of nation^. Mr. O^i^vald 
Mtnpcd to .wish , obtaini;^ ^eme propositions to carry bfijcilc 
pitb bimi but M« de vVjeFgeniQea said to him ver) properly; 
5'j(here are four jof^^ons engaged in the n;ar agaipst you, vvhp 
^MUinot till they have consented and know each otber^s uiind% 
lie ready lomajbe ^propositions. Yo^r .^ourt being withqiit 
jUka and alon(», knonpii^ itapwn mind, can. express it immp* 
^ijiltely. It 16 therefore more natural to expect the .fir^t 
propositions ^rom you.|' 

■ I On our returafrom yersaiUes,.Mr. Oswald took occasion 
IP impress «ae with idea^, ithat the^pre^ient vieakness of .tbe 
l^veruinent in England with regard to continning the war, 
•iifaai(Owing x^hiefly to the division of sentiments abpujt it. 
^flSHfttip ca^ Fonce should m^ke demands ^o humiliating 
i4SMn Engb^ to aubnpat Uf, the spirit of the nation would bo 
CMSedi ujMftnunity would prevail^ and resource^ would not be 
vaiitiog4 irHe aaid there, was np^ant of money ^di&n^l^QP,; 
liuittbA.thiaf diffionll)^ Jay ia tbe fiidi«c<)#t wWiibq^.t^ 



nuse it; apd- perhips thjui difficulty might be >v9QX€led by 
shutting lup the fis^cb^quer^ stopping tl^p jiaya^ent of 4l)d 
interest of the public fuuds, and, applyiiq; that nione;y.to-4(ie 
Support of rtfae wsir. .1 made no peply to ^is, for I did.tt^t 
desire to, discourage 4lieir stopping paymcutiivluqh.I q^Q^* 
d^red :as^ttttjiig the throat of their public credit, s^ud a lu^s 
.of adding fresh exasperation against theni witii die neigh- 
bouring'pations : such menaces were besides ^Q>^ncpi^j*gf- 
ment with me, remembering ;the adage, -tliat they f^fio 

threaten are afraid* -f 

The next ir)0fji)ng, whenjl h^d written the, aim ve letter Ip 
I^ord ^tiedhume^I went .with it to A|(r.:Osvvald's lodgiogp, 
and.gave it' him. to re^id ;lief€ire<I ft^Ufiit, tha^ in caseai^r 
thing might ;be in.it viith w4iiq|i Jie ,\ia» yhH satisfied, it migbt 
be corrected; bMt he e;^ pressed. hirarse(f aiMch pl^s^. ,it^ 
going to hip, I had also in view .tlie.^nl^iiii^g UBto aicofiyiii* 
sunion, which ^fnight.dr^w out soqlfthivg pf the. mind pf:!^^ 
<;Mrt on the subject of, Cs^fiada md Niova ^Qptia. hhfif^ 
thrown out some loose ihoi^hts .^ p^pj^fvwhich ),.inten4ffl 
.to serve asriuemorandums far n^y di9Q0urse^.T)>ut ^(itbout |ft 
'£xed intention :^f showiiig them, to him. ,On liis .s^yjing 
that he ims obliged to me f^r the gooi).p|Mifion I had e|f- 
;pre^8ed of hiiu.to J;.ord Shelburnein m; l€)tt^r, and osa^og 
ihAt he hftd : entertained the .same of me;.i phs^rvcrf,,that^ 
pqrceivcd: I^ord S. placed gcti^t ^p^fidence ii| him, aqd4)f9 
we had. happily the same iu each other, we i^ight ppfsibl^b^ 
a free comniunicntion of senthnents, and a previous settling 
of our own my^ds;, on ts^n^e of the impoilant pohits, be t^ 
means of great good, by impressing our sentiments on -the 
:i)unds.pf those \vidi >vfaoin,(thfiy. might have influence, and 
where th^irihcing receivediQlight be of iinportai^e«^- Xdifip 
lEetnaik^d that .his uatioir^.aepfticd tp desiie ^ reconciliation 
with America ; that I;he(M'4ily l^dhsd tlie .«ai^ie tluug;. tbat;a 
«At»v.Iifafie ,,wt/wW /Wt.^HVf^*c^:iaif«^ta,«4^«l^ not 
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fttettded'witb'a macerer risconcilratioii ;-'tlimt to'obt^in dib the 
furty whkrh;htd been the s^esaorS; and hadcilieily treated 
tkeiolberw shtihld jboirsoms marks of ocmccm for what was 
ptfftp^Td'Some dtspotkion to tnakc reparation: that perhaps 
there were.-tbif^whidi 'America m'^ht demand bj waj of 
reparation, and which England might yields but that th« 
fiffwt would be vastly' gfeater 'if they appeared -to i>e vohm- 
tar^/ and fcv «pr9n|i^ from retiiming good- will; that I there- 
fore M'ished^EJigland would 'think of offering something to 
reliere them v ho had sufR^red by its scalpit^ and burning 
parhes; lives iudeed«(iuld not be restored nbrcompensated, 
but the villager tmi- houses wlintdnly destroyed might be 
lebuilt, &c. I then touched tipon the afiair of Canada^ dnd 
M in » Conner conversatioii 'he bad maintained )hs opinion^ 
Aat the giving op of that country to the English at the last 
peade'liad liteen •• politic actiu France, for that* it had weak* 
e^ed^rfie ties'Uetweeii< £nf(lBnd ami her cotbmes, and that 
hehimself had. prcdieted from it the late revoludon^*! spoitt 
of the occasions of future qusnrrels ibat might <be- prodofced 
by her continuing to^ bold' it; hinting at the same time^ but 
iloi expressing it too plainly^ that such a sitostioiK to us so 
dangerous^ wndld necessarily oblige u8-t« cultivate^ and 
ijtrengtb^n *onr^iinioit with France. : He lipp^afed mack 
itrtick'with 'iiiy discourse; and as i frequently lookedt tt vy 
pBperr he desired to see iu After some little deia^i I 
attoWed him to read it. Thefi^Uowiiig is an exact topj. *> ' 

NOTES OF CONVERSATION.' ' 

^'*y* . ♦ <^ .• .-■ 1 - » .-• * " i ».''».••"•■''*. 

^. ,. . . V ^ To make a^ peace dttrable^^ipttat 'may gite 
OB^auofi for future wws, should^'if practicably be ttauo^eda. 

v^eteirilory of tbe United States and that of Comdi^ by 
long extended frontwrs toich cecb other. • . .. ^; ' :<> • 

'^VMi^gM^.mif'fkit^'t^^ QJ^Arn Amiikiii ||jguiiittiii 



aKe gdierolly the mbst dkts^leiifvfiihevpeopU; ^Uc^HbaMg 
fiarrehidMI iifiml ^ti» ey6»>>aadhcoiNrol^0f ^tli^ir ff^9pe0tiill| 
govetwben^ art^amre'boldi'iii e on i mittfl ig • btifeite€»^ig«Mrft 
n^ighbours/i and orer for^iever .^oceMifNibigi colDfri«nfa( 
imd^fibmibHing imitltet for freahi differeocat.iiclween tlid# 

By tte ^ht^^'debatea tin pariitmest, Mid |Mibltcr«mtiii|li| 
k appears'lfaat Britain desires a #iero##rc/ia^ioft. with itfaeAmii^ 
fkraus; 'It^tf a iiwtbt UHird. It:^niean8^«iiiii6b'iiiore(4iiaiicil 
raefv* |f^ce^ audit is licartily to^be wtthedfon ' iNatidai 
iitttke-« fieace whenever they aie both weary o^ making www 
'Biit'if 0fte'of'<lh6ni ha8inuMle\vav<«pott tbe'-otber uiiJQstly^ 
And has wanicmly'dhd 'ClBn€ees8afily''done>'h great ii^uri#% 
and- vefoseft preparation V tboAghUhereHnBytfor ihe |Nteaenti be 
pc«Sce^Uba res^iiesf ^of those it^uiiei willrennif^'aiiA wiB 
break out again io vengeance; whfenl oodmiaiia(«ftfcit» 'in'boasi 
<5eca^do<ti 'will i^ wat(;Ued: fm.by dne ^aide^i feared 'iiy! the 
ocfcer^ hndi thie'peacr «iU* never be ' wott^inj^t^^tmiklii;^ 
■ eoriiMttysstil^t between theoi. > M-:;;' r» to ;>- j:".':^ ><» '.<i> 'io 
: Many hottses and vilhiget have be^A'btmnt ii»>Aflierica| byl 
the English -and their allies the Indians^ J do not know thalt 
the Amerieans will in8i9l<^oa reparatkm. t Pdrhaps Ateyi mnyb 
But would it not be better ioT'Enghnd l» differ it ? Nothing;^ 
iveald have.a g|«atoflctideD€)r'to conoilialeb^ 'And:inudifOlK 
the ftitwie .(tamneroe ami Returning uil0rcoiirae<1>el#ee«'<iM{ 
two cewelries may, dopfd^ontto reconciliatioB^^ /Wbhidw4h' 
the advantage - of reconciliation by such means b^ greater 
thaki the eipe^ca^ ■> •; ■ *^ »^ >vr 

If thett a vray can be proposed which may tend to efface 
the ipemory ojf-^pjhiriea^^at the sanM time lh«t ii takes away 
the occisMHNiof firesb i|tiarrele and raiachiel9^]lritfiiotBlB: 
wai>tb t^oadtidering'y espeetaUgr' if it< ^as ^ be* done i iiot>4>fiIy 
without expenoe, but Jbd^e akoefertis^el'seviBg^n > r>Mi rw <*« \moI 
' BrthhaaimiissesPriiisibii i lliiallirflnliMilMii fiiMniflTif 



;|Mto8C98ioo coumlf utt^hen iradt fur peltry. Her expences in 
t^^ipeniiftg9iictd<sfei|Ebiig that setUement m^slt^ cc^uiderable. 
iti.mjgklibQ'ImintlwtHig toiler toi give it up qq the demand of 
.Aneviea. Peihaps :^erica ynll not demand it. Some of 
her political mkrafmaj consider die fear of such a neighbour 
as a means of keeping the thirteen States more united .among 
.tbemselvea, snd imore attentive rto military discipline. But in 
4he mindiof'tUe .people iu :.general, would it not have an 
ieKceHent«0eet.if (BriUiin should ivoluntarily offer to give up 
>4hat province ; though dn these conditions, ihat ^he sbould 
.in aU time €<»[ning*ha.ve and ei\)oy the right of free trade 
.ibither •uniuoumttered wiib any duties wbnisocver.; that |o 
.liiuch of the waste .kuKkitbarie ^all be •oqld laswill taife 
a^flcmi sufiicient to pmyior the JMUses burnt b^r the J^liti^h 
.koQps'nnd;ibeir8ndiatta» ^nd->alsO to indemnify ihelBtOyalists 
#»r* the coiUiscaAioii of >tbeir «statc0. 

^' Tilis is ftt^ eottversatioB niiiAtcr betwie^n.Mr. O. and 
'Mrw'F/as tbe:fof>mer is not emfpowered lo m^e proposilioiis, 
and tlie latter cannot make any without tlie concurrence of 
hifci ooHcaguea.*^ , ? 
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Helhen told me that nothing iA bis judgment could ba 
jslearer, more jsatif&ctory^abd convinting * tlian itbe veaaOki- 
iings in that paper; that ho. would do bis itimost 4o! inipiiess 
•Lord Shelburne with; ibcsDt;' that as his memory <i»ight nlot 
•do them Justice, and it vouM be inapoaaible for hiiir Jto expnais 
'them so well, cristate them so iclearly .as il .bad writUsn 
them, he begged I would let him take the paper witti(UilB) 
ttisurifig me that he would, return it safely mto flay hands. 
i at length complied with this request .al^»' ^XVio partisd 
mceediilg good- friends, and he set oat fo^ London*' 
-' "^By the first opportunity afb^arda, I wrote ^Ih^jfiDllb wing 
•letter to Mr. Adama^and 9ent>tfcc paperir <liemi)4»entidiiod. 
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aa^hiipi.(^]y,. ii^\e 99^Ji^M noffi^ for (mmrMt¥>» mi^^Mi^f 
tb^:. J«»'4f8 for Jhfir.)fQ|-C(tit«4 €4ta^; aod .^ Wf^a.tt iMj^ 

^HV^i^U^cUpn^fwikU^ I jl^nt by Uj^-courkr ir^m /V^^ld^ 

cow^^v^^ siiM^f J aivf9)^ ito yiQu op ,4^ j^th Jp gp iv 
i^J^willey. Sjqft^If^ .<U4 WJ l€«^ve yafM.#P flop^.W i 

iNPP^t^i; bujt^QM 9MjIil,haye iijbyi^is^^e. .With i^milf 

send a fresh correspondence ^hicb I have ji^HfD.4'«^wMAi4$% 

mf *•: A letiQic J jent to Lprd SMyiMNr9«./haif(H^ jt^ iivas 

fmiiMr*, '^'Mi9 ^mw^t .by Mt. Qm^H ainfiQ .b» >!(# 
minbter. S^. Aif^tXex^n^m Mr* l40Air««U(« 4. My letl|etr.,t» 
M^ de yjeigfones. 5. My answer to Lord Sheihurue; 
6. My answer to Mr. Laurens. 7- Copy of Digges's 
f£porX* Xbeise ^pfipfiia ewill 'mf<Hm yoii .pretty iH'eil^f.iMrfiat 
passed betwieea .ine.ai^. Mr. O^waldi except tbat »in ^a coiir 
v^sation at parting I meuUoned to him, that I observed thqy 
spoi^i^ much in Etigknd of obtaining ^a reconciliation wit)i 
th^jcotppie^j tbAt'.fhis was more than a mere p^floxi tbft 
tfafi Latter, might possibly ^^ha oblvioedtsvitbaut the former; 
tb^t tbie cri^eLinjuhai wantonly dope .ub by .bvcoing. ow 
towns, &c. .bad. made .deep ;impCBsaipna :of naseuaucnt .tbal 
fjVOuldloBg rei^in*; ih^oniicb of^lbe aiivaatage tptlue com* 
fiiaroe of England hotf^ a paacc^.w^iidflL.ikpeud.oaB axfof^ 
siiifUion; jfaat.tbe (paMte mtkout A*ire€pncilialio» \yM 
forobablyjiotcbejibiia^lertbU afl«r« 9iiajp^);bet¥i9ei^.fnaa4% 
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flggrefi90f of reparation for injuries done by hlni' in his p^^^ 
nkHi* And' I hiftled if England eliduld ^mato ue a VoIunGiky 
•ffi^df Gartada exfr^sslj for that purpode, it might hav^a 
gdod effeet ' Mr* Oswald liked much th« id^ ^id th^y 
^0tre tdottilidb stnitfened for tnoney to-mtak^ usp^eonitit^ 
f<[|paration/ but he' should' endeavour to pelMiade tfa^u* doing 
it* in this way. He is furnished with a passport to goaAd 
riMam by Calais, and I expect him back in ten or- twelve 
d$rf%4 k I wish you and Mr. Laurens could be here when he 
ilrriyes: A>r I shall much want your advice^ and cannot act 
without yo^r conourrence. If the- present crisis of your 
iffairs prevents ycMir coming,' I hope ^t least Mr. iJaurMft 
wili'be herej^ad we must commwiicate with you by expresisea^ 
for Hfour letters to me per post are generally opened*' I shall 
write per next post requesting Mr. Jay to beiiere' al^so ai 
•et^nas' possible; ^ ^ - > 

I'i received your toiler advising of a draft on me for a qnaiv 
t9r?8 salary, which will'be duly honored. With great esteemy 
hlmm the honor to'be yoer Excellency's, &c* Sic. 

.'■ji' ■ • -* . " B^ Franklin. 



••>■ 



'- Supposing Mr. Laurens to be in Holland wiHi Mr. Adams^ 
I«t the same time wrote the following letter ^«-• 



.?■. 



To (Ienry Laurbns^ Esq. &c. 

^.rt Sir, Pa$nfy April ^n&2jii< 

. .J >i -. I received by Mr* Oswald the letter you dki 

me tliO' honor of writing to me the 7th instant; he beougbt 
meiaW a letter from: Lord ShellHimei which gave him the 
aane jgood character that you doy adding^ ^ he is iiiUy 
apprised of my mind, and yon may give foil crecfit to every 
tbiog he assures you of.*^' Mr. Oswald, however, could give 
suBimo other partioolars of his LordshipVmnd, but that be 
naff^ipnocrely -dis p o oti i to peace^. -^ikatbe m'tsiafct 
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therefore mthm' intended to procure or reoeiyeiproiMeUiaipb 
tjiaQ to make any,, I txAd Mr. Qiwald that I »couk) mmhpi 
none but in.coDcurjrenae.wuh mj'c^Utagwffl m.the commitl^ 
sion, and tbat if we were together ive^^bouldtnot tr«at; b)|t^ 
conjunction with France, and I propoMdtin^o^fHiiig bimrftfiF 
lL.de VergenneB, which he acceptedi* . Qe made. tQ.itJi|il| 
minister the same declaration of Jkbetdispoattioa.of Englwdlt 
to peace, who replied that France iiad already the aaiMgppA 
dispositions ; that a treaty might be immediately begun, but 
it must be for a general, not particular peace. That as t«t 
the place, he thought Paris might be most conveuieuty, at* 
Spain had here already an ambassador., and the Amerioitii 
commissioners could easily be assembled here : this upon a- 
supposition of the parties treating directly with each othei^ 
without the interveajiori of mediators. But if the mediatipob 
was to be used^ it might be at Vienna. The King his* masm 
ter. however waS: so truly disposed to pea€e>.Ui8l:;he;.wo4Jil 
^gree^ to any place the King of England aboidd cl^nae^ andb 
would at the treaty give proof of the confidence ithal ssigbt 
be placed in tny engagements he should enter into, by iha 
fidelity and exactitude with which he should observe thoa0 
he . already had with bit present alliaat* Mt^i Oaw^ld*! is 
returned with these general answers, by the way j«f Colati^ 
and expects to be here again in a few days. I wish it mighte 
be convenient for ^n and- Mr. Adams- to be here at thci 
same time: but if .the present critical situation pffiffairft 
there, make his being in Holbmd neoeaaaryjust now, I hope 
you may nevertheless be here, bringing with you Jbisibpinioi* 
and advice. I have proposed to Lord Shelhurne tOttAhm 
charge you from the obligations yon entered -into atlhe tUna^ 
of your enlargement, that yo»* may apt more ufroelyj in itfiff 
treaty he desires. . I had dokie ilVyself the honor of ^writingMf 
you a few days before,the/anrival.of M&.Oawald^ My JeHei^ 
•irtn^ibf ^llv^Youpg/ ysmr sficwrtyy#>fi#4 jMpliise^ jfcico|iyrj^^ 



Mv-'cMMIffiBMlBy wich'ilirolilKr' VI iniMMf^iPTOu inn dccuMu 
Ibf any. Ho{ii^ tfaaf jrm irilF wit nfti^ it^ Et^femcTtieflMr 
j^MI'nlh^ BCvit wt ritnij I fdrBear ^fnafg^nl^' on ' Inb iMstte or 
wttmwnts ntrtf^^Md. ifrDpain* IS- di^ t ergciiiMi' toVf oii; fac 
MtNUo M'V^ty i^M* M'^sk^ ^ov ii^^.' r rodilcr XK' OVuwtf 
«• tm^f^^ pIMi^y tb^ dHtfackr ydd ^atti tlti*' of (in^;^ 
wilt IMtedi'|ii€itsM^n(B'rato. I fcatii' tfii^ lioflot iti hc^'wXa 

B.lP'iANK.LIN. 

Just after t' ^ad dispatctied tfiese tetlers, I receiTea toe 
following from Mr. Adams. 



' '1 



I SiE, Amstfdamf Afril 16. 1 782. . 

• > Yesterdajr booh^ Mi^ WiUiadl Vairghaif of 

London, came to mj bouse wiih Mr. LanveDt) -a von of tM 
Vkmdeiit^ and brought me a line irenitfae<tatttry andtoM m6 
ita^ike Pteudent-was at Haerlenv and.deftirtd 'to 'tea mei 
I went out to Hacrleai^ and fovnd my- cid 4i\t»A at^tbd 
€k>Men Lion. ' •• i< 

He lold me ke wat colne fNirtlj for tiis health) atfiii thi^ 

fieatufe of aeeing me^aod partly to coovcrte atfch' iH^'Wil 

aee if be bad at pretenl jutt ideas and tie^saaf thingr;iill9 

least to see if we agreed in sentsment, and kavingribeeai -de* 

, aured by seteral of the new mtniatiy to do so; ^ -• . ' q- • 

I asked bim if be was at liberty? He said, No, that iMf 
^ras still under parole, but at bberty id say iriiat b^ filaaied 
tt^ine. 

I told him that I' could not eonnnunicate to hiaii^teifit v 
Uriioaer^ even hia own instrocfiotisy nor enter ilrte any eow-^ 
irflations with bini' as one of oor oollaagaea in* thwIrofeiiMsv. 
SIM for peace : that ail I eholild taf t6'bk» woaM tok^-eM 



luch oc^aHioilft IvflhoBld reserve a right t6 iloiita«tliottl# 
ifvimtever sboiu^d paba l!a our o<rfleagiies* aadiaNifM^ . oi 

He sSii^ilM Lord ShelbutM aOd'OtkeKl'of Ui^ ne)^^^^ 
ters were anxious, to kupw whether thcire wi(# amy atflkeilHy' 
to Ueat df-a'aeparaM^ peace^ and i^^tiic^ Afa^ €^d b^*^^ 
afccMhWodaetSotr ifpfon any teh^ &lM^t (rfindep^feMeafpi^; tiH#^ 
be Iriti t>Mr Amvttrtd th^* Aiit MlhMg dhbft'tlf ad cixptiMil' 
or tkdt afckno\efedgiiient of oii^ind^nde^o^ in Ida i^^t^j^ 
wbiiM ever b^ aecepted,' artd thtit-^M treaty ^v^i^. irould'^' 
po^df b6 ihadtf fleparaT^' froiw Fmhtk He aa^ed me if 
hh answers Had been right l I Cold hkn, I ^HMf Of titaf 
opini6h.'' 

He said, that the iieMr mifiistefs hdd temv^d Digges^^ 
rep6rt, btit his character wa^ such diat tbteydidAdl chuse-to 
die(>efid iipAn itf'tbaft- a perso>i by Ae naiM 6f 0»\*a*d, t 
thiVik/scft ofTfer Pari^ tor see you, abdutfhe* ssrtne time tha^ 
hecafiieawaytoseenie; ' " "^ 

I desired hitn^ lyelireen hifHaird me, to ednMd«^*^hiM)l^ 
saying anjr thing of it to tho ministry, whcfthef 'ttv tAuliiP^Nii^' 
have a real peace with Canada and Nova Scotia- itit the -hiMAl' 
of the English i And whether we ouglit not to iil)A^ atleAsI 
upon a stipiilatito, that diey should keep no stdttdiri^'alHt^^f 
regular troops, nor erect any fortificatipns on the frontiers o( 
either ? That at present 1 saw tio motrre ttiat we< ItaA tb-b^^^ 
anxious for a. peace, and it' the nation was not ripe for-ttf^ 
upon proper teriliSy we might wait patiently till they should^ . 
besOk 

I found the old gentleman perfectly^ sound in^Ms ^j-isteitf 9f 
polities^ He has a very poor opinion both of th6 itit^rit^ 
and abitities of the new mtiiatty;' to wdl asi th«» 6}&. He 
thinks Xh%f know not what* they are about; that they iMf 
spoUed by the. same iosincerity, duplicity/ -(MMhodd^'^M 
co^mptioa, wiA; the foi^iter.r Bdfd^ ShelbhT'tire 'sAH ftetterl^ 
gir Ubig jMiftr idttW of a^MiiialUtt "jmiirmipMnXB^'pkttiff^^cti^ 
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Yfit die Mfiop fi|id Ibe beat jneQ ifi it are. for JVO. ui^venal 
peace, and an .eipreas acknowledgment of. Ameiican infde-r 
|Hpd«J9ce» and quuiy of tbe beat, are for. giving, np. Ci^Ms^ia 
and Nova Scotia. ....../ 

.His. design memfid to be solely to know how iiK.PiUKP'* 
r^KMTt lyas tn^, After am bonr or two of ciginversaliWs: t 
r^lum^ to Amat^rdan, and If^ Mm to letum.to jLoudon. ..,, 

; T^tm^ are all but artiftoes to .raise ithe stooka, and if you 
think of, any method to |Hit a atop ta.tbenif . i. wiUxheerfuliy 
opncur with ypu. They now know suffickitflji, tl^at ic^ir. 
cooiiasissioB is In treatofiageyieral peaq^ and wit)i peMoni 
Tested with equal powers : and if you agree to it, I will never, 
see another messenger, that is 9/9$, a plenipqtentiary • 

Jtis e9tpe(i;ted;tbat the seveiyfh prpvince« Guelderland, will 
4is da^ acknowledga American independence. I think we 
wfp in such a situation, now ,that we ,ought not upon any 
consideration to think of a truce, or any thing short of an 
et^reu acknowledgment of the sovereignty of the United 
States. . I shoidd be gladi howeveri to know your, sentiments 
upon this point. 

. I have the honor to be, Sir^ your most obedient and most 
humble servant, Joun Adams. 

To the above, I immediately wrote the fbUawlqg answer. 

Sir, Pasuf, April 20, \7B2. 

I have just received the honor of yours 
dated the l6di instant, jicqiuiinuQg me with the interview 
between yopr £aceUency and Mr. Lai^c^s. I am gifd to 
learn that bis political sentiments coincide with oMfs, and 
dmt then is a dispoaitipn in £ngland to give us up Canada 
ancL NiOfa Scotia. 

;. I like your idea of seeii^ pq more ^nesyengeni that are not 
Bl en ip9t pn tia n esi but I caD«ot,ffftfuie,seati|g;Mf« PfV^ 
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again, &s the minkter here considered the letter to me froa^ 
Lord Shelburne as a kind of auUiorily givem that messengeiV 
and expects lib retuFn with some explicit propositions. : I 
shall keep you advised of what passes. 

The late att of parliament for exchanging American pri* 
soners as p H sbn e rs of war, aocordidii^ to*tbe law of nirtiolis; 
any thing in their commitments nottcitkstanding^ seemed a 
remihciatioh of thear preteiftlons totry our people as ^ofijeets 
giiilty «f 'high treasoti, and to M a kiad of tadit acknowledg- 
ment *6f odr independence. Hating taken this stepj it' will 
bel^ difficult for them* to aeknowl'^ge ft expressly. The/ 
drenow pripnimg traitsp6rts to send the ]ffrisoners bodie. I 
yesterday sent the passports desired of die* 

Sir Oebrge'GraQd showed me a letter flx>m Mr« Fizeatn^ 
in '^hteh- he said, that if advantage is taken of the prescnif 
enthusiasm in favour of America^ a loan might hb obtained ili^ 
Hollmd of five or six milllotis of fibrins for America; and if 
their lioosb is impbwered to open it, he has no doubt of 
siicctosa ; but that no time is to be lost. I earnestly recom^ 
mend this matter to yon, as extremely necessary to the operas 
tion9''of our financier Mr. Mbrtis, who not khowing that the 
greatest part of the last five millions had been cons&med tyjF 
purchase of goods, Sec. in Europe, writes me advice of large 
drafts that^ shall Be* obliged to make upon me' this sum* 
men' This court has granted us. six millions of livres for the 
curn^tyekr; lyut'it^wiliiUl vastly short of our ofccaisionsi 
there lieing-Iirfge orders ttf fulfil, tlhd rfcai'two milbons and a 
half to pay M; Beainbiarclunsi'bMdes the tnrterest of bills, &!d. 
The house of Fizetfcht and Craikl- i^ ndw apfiointed bankclr 
for France^ by a special commiision from' the king, and i^lA 
m tiiat as well ds othei^ aeeouAts,4>isin my opinion the 'fittest' 
for tbb operation. Your Excellency being on the spoi, cftH 
better judge of the tertns, &e. Hndf mrnia^' with that ho^st 
ite wMe bunwfi, io wUdi iiAMd* Ve gl^ to h$tm n^ 

YOL. II, K 
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Other concern, than that of receiving. assistance from it whea 
pressed by the dreaded drafts. 
• With great respect, I am, your Excellency ^s, &c.. . 

B. FaanklIn. i! 

• . ... '».if «-.* i'« 

f In reply to tfab Mr* Adams wrote to ine asfollaaves^ . . 

Sir, Amsterdam^ M<iy 2, 178;2. 

I am honored with yoMr favor jof tbt 20tb., 
^pril, and Mr. Laurens's son. proposes ta carry the letter, to 
his father forthwith. The instructions by the oomier frDUt 
Versailles came safe, as also other dispatches by that chasnel 
no doubt will do. . The correspoudenpe. with Mr^.H^itley) I 
xeceived by Captain Sniedley, and will. take the. firsi good 
opportunity by a private hand .to return it, as well, at ''thai 
jwith the Earl of Shelbume. > -.i .. , .^. j., 

.. IVIr. Laurens and. Mr. Jay will I hope be .able to meetvJl 
BanSi but when it will be. in xny power .to go I know i^ 
Your present negociation about peace falls in very; w^ll^to 
aid a proposition which I am instructed to make, as soon .at 
the court of Versailles shall judge. proper^ of a triple or 
quadruple alliance. This mattefi the treaty, of conunerct 
which is now under deliberation^ and the loaa^ will reader. k 
improper for me to quit this statjbn unless in case of neces^ 
aity. If there is a real disposifiioa to permit Canada, to 
accede to the American association,. I should ^tbink there 
could be no great difficulty, in adjtitting all things between 
JSngland and America^ provided our allies are contented too. 
In a former letter I liinted that I diought an express acknow- 
ledgment of our independence might now be insisted. on: 
Imt.I did not mean that we shouU insist upon such ao^ 
reticle in the treaty* If they make a treaty of peace with tbo 
United States of America, this is acknowledgment enougjb 
for me. The affair of a loan gives- me much anxiety, and 
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fiitigue. If is true X majt>petr a loaii forfive' iftinioni/^btit 
I confess I have no hopes of obtaining * so mabb. Tbit 
money is not to be litkd. . Cash k not infinite iri this coiiiitry. 
Their profits by trade have been ruined for two or three 
years ; and there are loans open for France, Spain, England^ 
Russia, Sweden, Denmark, and several other powei^ as 
well as their own national, provincial and collegiate loans.* 
The undertakers are already loaded with burthens greater 
than they can 'be^r, and alF^the brokers in the republic are so 
engaged, that there is scarcely a ducat to be lent but what 
lis proiCnisM. 

•This h the tt-ue cause why we shall ;not^ucbeed; yet th^ 
wiil'sebk ant hundred other pnetemces. It is considered such 
an honor and such an introduction to American trade to be 
the Hpuse; that the eagerness to obtain the title of American 
banker is. prodigious. Various houses have pretentions whidi 
they set up very high, and let me chuse which I "mil, I am 
sure of: a cry and a clamour. I have taken some measures tt» 
endeavour to calm the heat and give general -satisfaction^ biit 
liave'as yet.smali hopes of success.- I ^euld' strike with nttf 
house diat would insnrethe mon^y, but none will undertaft^ 
it now it is offeredi aldiough several were vetytemdj to affirm 
that diey coukl wheti it began to be talked «of^ ^ Upon en* 
quiry they do not find> the money easy to obtain, which- i 
could have UAd ikem before* It is to me personally pef* 
fectljr indiflferent which* ia -^ bouse, and <the only questioti 
is, wUcbtiwUl be)a1>ie to do beflA for the interest of the 
United' fitittes. This question, however simplie) ia-aot easy tb 
answer. But I think it clear, after very painftd and laborious 
enquiriM fOr a year and a half/ that no house vfhatever i^iN 
be able (e do much. Enthusiasm at sotne times and in some 
eountries may dp a great deal, but there has as yet been*ne 
enthuaiaim in^ this eomlti^, for Avieriei^ strong, enough to 
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dntie maiiy purser. Another year^ if the war ahbuld c6a«; 
tinue, perhaps we may do better. 

I' hare the honor tb ht,- Sir, yourmoat obedient end. moatr 
hunible serfant) : J. Aaamb. .' 



, 'i; 



Daring Mr. Oswald's abscncis I recfived ihe {oUownig 
ffooi'Mr; Laurens. ;. .• . 



• ' »■ : - i)\: ..■..»..,• I i' 



* Sir, V : ' i Ij^dmt;^ April SO^'lUB^. 

I ^Tvit to you on. '.the :7th instaiit .by .Mr. 
Oswald, since which, that is to say on the Q3iby>l-^ waft 
honored; wi^hthe receipt of your letter of the i2th^ enclosing 
a' copy of the* comniission 6m* treating for peace, :by the 
hands of Mr.' Young. : ' .. . .ou ■. i: 

."'The recognlzdnee' exacted from: me by the late minislry 
bhs been Tacaledmid done away by the present. These 
have beien plefl($«d to enlarge nie .without formal condidom; 
bot ai I wmdd not cotiseilt diat. the United States ottAva^ 
fid should be outdone hi gencfosity, however late the narks 
srppeatied on tiiisf oide^ I took' u'fien mc^ to assurer -Loni 
Shetbui<fte in a^letttr'o^ acknowledgmenti ibr the part wbicli; 
bis Lordsbtp'hafd taken for obtaining my release^ thut ^SK 
gtess'wodld 4tot fail to make a jnst 4md dde^itate mMnfy^ 
ttie orrty tettihi tA my> view is >Lie«tendnt( Gtnesalf iibsd 
CofntcialKs*; Goifgness were-pleaci^l^ idSev tonlo'ihiie 
a Briffsh' Lieutetiant 'Omeiil'fot my rtiisom, and' as Xi. 
infbrrAed the' special' e^dhange: of 'L<»rd Cobmailis^isT'tbe 
srime subj^t wafs.lately in coiltdmplati<my«it'woidd'aibid^ii^ 
««ry great satisftelvon ti» knbw thai you^ will join«aiie jd «ai»' 
cf^Uing the d^bt t)f boildr ^h]clfW>ebiifv0 impliedly mmin^ 
by di^^barging<ib$^ - lliOrdfcbip^ firom the obliga^iit 'jo(' hi^ 
f^rd^i for my own part, 'though not' a bold ^tldvelltlsrel^' I 
think I shall not commit myself to'^tlM' nsfiii 0t CMnm. by 
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acting €)Oii}iinclly U'ithyou in sueb a burg^in. I mtre^t >qv^ 
-Sir, at iQast to reflect on this oiattQr : I |!»baH tak^ tbe liberty 
of req nesting your deternunatioa wbed X reaqb the coDtirijeQ^ 
which wiH probably happen in a few days. Xtord :C^Mlr 
Mallis, in a late conversation with, me, put the following 
cascw Suppose^ rfuiiil hit Lck^dship, it aiiaU have 'been agreed 
in America that Lord Corn wal lis should be ofifercd in es^ 
change fur Mr. Laurent), do not you think, although you are 
-now discharged) I ought to reap the intended benefit ^ A.replj 
from the feelings of my heart, as X lave fair pUy? was prompt. 
Undaubtftdly, my Lord, you ought to be, and shall be in 
such case discharged, and I will venture to take the buj then 
upon myself. Certain legal forms X apprehend rendered the 
discharge of me without conditions unavoidable, but I bad 
previously refused to accept of myself for nothing, and what 
I now aim at was understood as an adequate return ; .*tii 
not to be doubled, his Lordship*$ question wa» built on 
this ground. 

I iliad unift>nnIy\aQd explicitly declared to tb^ .peQ{d# 
heref, people iti the first, laok- of importaoce, 4bat nothing 
short of independence in terms of our alliances could induce 
Ameri)Qftlo tsetXforu tmcc lOC a \peace, af^d jKhiiino treaty 
could Jbe fcid wttbouti&e oottseut of our ally iir^t obtained; 
iniaiwfird^tfi[«Da meaD <tQFbtye/'& peace )K>minust se^k fom 
generii'peace;^ "Hie doctiine <wa9 ill .relialwd, especially X>j 
tbose, ivhose povuerioni^ e<»ild;8et AhQ> machine tiiv molio% 
but iuvhig;:sinee niyirotum from iHa^rlem* asser,led in-vjery 
4M>siti^ tflomsfithat'dLiiKM confirmed in lay former opinions;^ 
the late.^obdHracy. haa beenitnore Jtbaa a buje softened^ as.yoM 
wiU soon leac&:£nom. the worthy friend by wtltom X ^ddrcsse^ 
you on the 7th, who two days ago set out ou his return J;^ 
Paas^r and Versailles Jvwith ^a»' X ^bebeve) more pcrmaneut 
ooaiiMssioDtha»2lhef(armer.i , . : ,. .?. 

Accept my thiinks, Sir^ forlhe kiud offer of a supply of 
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money. I know too well how much you have been harassed 
for that article, and too well, how low our American finances 
ht Europe are: therefore, if I can possiUy avoid it, I will 
not further trouble you, nor impovmsh them, or not till the 
last extremity: hitherto I have supported myself without 
iMnrowing from any body^ and I am determined to continue 
living upon my own stock while it lasts. Tb^ stock is indeed 
vmall: my expetlses have been and shall be in a suitably 
modest stile. I pray God to bless you : I have the honor 
to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Hbnrt Laurens. 

P. S. I judged it proper not only to show the peace com- 
anission to Lord Shelbume, but to give his Lordship a copy 
«^ it, from an opinion that it would work no evil being 
shown elsewhere. 



On the 4th of May Mr. Oswald returned and brought tne 

the following letter from Lord Sbelbume. 

' ■ ■ . . ■ . . ■ » " 

' BfeAft Sir, Shdbume House, April 98| 1782* ' 

I have received much satbfoction in being 
tssured by you, that the qualifications of wisdom and in* 
tegrity, which induced me to make choice of Mr. Oswald, 
as the fittest instrument for the renewal of our friendly 
intercourse, have also recommended him so effectually to 
your approbation and esteem. I most heartily wish that the 
influence of this first communication of our mutual senti- 
ments may be extended to a happy conclusiOB of all bnr 
ptMic differences. 

• The candor widi which M. le Comte de Vergennes ex- 
pvesses his most Christian Majesty's sentiments and wishes 
on 'thd •subject' (of is «peedy pacifietliMi is \k 'phMSbgimnet^ df 
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its accomplisliiaeat. His/Majeafy is not less decided in the 
same senUmentS' and wisbe^ and it confirms bis Majesty's 
ministers iav^eir intention, to act in> like manner^ as mps^ 
conaona^t ta.tbe true dignity, of a, great nation. 
' Itt coBBecjuenceof tliese reciprocal advances Mr* Oswald 
is-^aent back to > Pkris^ fof tbe pmrppse of arranging aa^ 
settling v/itb you tiie preliminaries of time and place : and, {{ 
have the pleasure totell. yoU). that Mr. I^urens is almuigr 
-disclwrgod from those engagements, ^bich |ie entered into^ 
when he was admitted to bail* . ■, \ t 

It' 16 also; determined that Mr. Fox, from whose depart^ 
ment that communication is necessarily to proceed, shall 
.send a proper person, who may confer and settle imme- 
diately with M« deVergennes the further measures and pro^ 
cee^ngs which may be judged proper to adopt towanda 
advancing the prosecution of this important business^ In 
the mean time Mr. Oswald is instructed to communicate 
to you my thoughts upon the principal objects to be 
6ettled.i . • . . ' ■ 

Transports are actually preparing for the purpose of con- 
veying your prisoners to America, to be there exchanged, and 
we trusV that you will learn, that due attention has not been 
wanting to their accommodadon and good treatment. 

I have the .honor ta be, with very sincere respecti de^ 
3ir, your faithful and' obedient servant, 

SHELlMJRN£.t 



tt 



Having read the letter, I m^Atiwed to Mr« Oswald the 
part which refers me to him for his Lordship's sentiments. 
He acquainted me that tbey^vere very ^iaqerely disposed to 
peace ; that the whole ministry concurred in the same di^o- 
Mtiona; that a good deal of .ton^dence was placed in my 
4ihar^ter foropen honest dealing ^ that it was also generally 
b^li^y^ I^i^ji^tillfemaiqiiif sqimetpw^ of toy ancient affect 
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tipa 4i.nd r^ard for Old Euglaad^ aad it .was hoped it might 
appear on this occasion. He then showed me aa extract 
from the mintites of council^ but.did Act leave the paper 
with ine. As. well as I remember it was to this purpose* 

At a Cabinet Council held April 27> 1782^ present' — 
Lord Rockingham, Lord Chancellor, Lord President, Lord 
Camden, &€. &c. (to the number of iifteeo or twenty, being 
i|U ministers and great officers of fitate.) . 
. /^ It wm proposed to repreaent to bis Majesty, that it 
^ould be well for Mr. Oswald to return to Dr. Franidin and 
afsquaint him, that it isiigreed to .treat for a general peace, 
and at Palis ; and that the principal points in contemplatioa 
are, the allowing of American iodepeadence, on condition 
that England be put into the same situation that ^be was 
ilft in by the peace of 1 763.*' 

i.iMr. Oswald also informed me, that he bad conversed 
ivith J^rd Sheiburne ou the subject of my paper of notes 
fdating to reconciliation. . Tliat he had shown him the 
paper, and had been prevailed on to leave it with him a 
night, but itiWas.on his Lordship^s solemn promise of re- 
turning it, which had been complied with, and he now 
returned it to me. That it seemed to have made an im« 
pression, and he had' reason to believe that matter might 
be settled to our satisfaction towards the end of the treaty ; 
but in his mind he wished it might not be mentioned at the 
beginning. That his Lordship indeed said, he had not 
imagined reparation would be expected ; and he wondered 
I: ^should ik>t know whether it was intended to demand it. 
Finally Mr. Oswald acquainted me, that as the bosiDess, now 
likely to be brought forward, more partictrtarly appertained 
to the department of the other secretary, Mr.'Fois, b^ waa 
directed to announce another agent coming from that de- 
partment, who might be expected every day, viz. the 
Honorable Jdir. <liaiiivll%ilH»iterM»f i>^ 
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of the famous Mr. Geoif^. Grenviile, formerly ChsiooeUor 
of the Exchequer^ • / 

I immediately ^CFOte tbe following note to M. le Coo)te4#- 
Vergennes^ • ■ ■ • ■ • '■ ''--^^ 

Sir,. ... J^a$sy,MajfA,l2d&. i 

I have the honbr to acquaint^. your Exdd*^ 
lency that Mr. Oswald 16 just returned from Londbft^'^nll 
now with me. He has delivered m^ a letter Arom'jLbrd 
Shelbume, which I enclose for- .your perusal^ together with W 
copy of my letter to which it is^an answer. =He ^ells me, that 
it has been agreed in council to trelit at Paris, and to treat 
of a general peace; and that as it is more particutarly in tbe 
department of Mr. Fox, to regulate the circumstantials, a 
gentleman, (Mr. Grenville,) to be sent by him for tbflt 
purpose, may be daily expected here. Mr. Oswald will 
"wait on your Excellency whenever you shall think -fit t6 
receive liim. I am with respect, your Excellency^a moat 
obedient and most^ Sec. &c. - z 

B. FaANK^m« - 



And tbe next day I received the following answer. 

* 

I a ■ « 

' J'ai re^tt, Monsieur, la Mtre que vo!M» mVvec 
fait rhoimeur de m!6orire -le .4 de ce mok, aioai que iO^Uflp 
qui y6toieot joints. Je vous verrai avec platsir i^vec yoXst 
ami demaia matin k onze heurea. ; 

J'ai Thonneur d'etre aitH^^remenity Monsieur, .votre \xkM 
humble et tr^s ob^igaant aerviteuTy j . 

De Vergennbs. . 

A«cordiiigly on Monday «»oiiiuigiJWMit;wid»>b 
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io Versailles, aod we saw the miDister. Mr. Oswald ac- 
quainted him with the disposition of his court to treat for a 
general peace and at Pans; and he announced Mr. Gren- 
ville^ who he said was to set out about the same time with 
him, but as he would probably come by way of Ostend^ 
might be a few days longer on the road. Some general 
conversation passed, agreeable enough, but not of importance. 
In onr return Mr. Oswald repeated to me his opinion, that 
the affair of Canada would be settled to our satisfaction, and 
liiK wish that it might not be mentioned till towards tlie end 
tif the treaty. He inumated too^ Aat it was apprehended the 
greatest obstructions in the treaty might come from the part 
0{ Spain;' but said if she wtis unreasonable^ there were 
means to bring her to reason ; that Russia w as 9 friend to 
'England, had lately made gceat discoveries pp the back of 
^Noilfa America, could make establishments there, and might 
Easily transport an army from Kamschatfia to ^e Coast of 
iMeirico, and conquer all thosfs countries. This appeared to 
tne a Kttle. visionary at present, but I did not dispute itc On 
'the whole I was able to draw so little from Mr. O. of the 
kentimeuts of Lord S. who had mentioned him as entrusted 
with the communication of them, that I could not but wonder 
%tliis b^hig tent again to me, especially* a? Mr. Grenville was 
$6 soon fo follow. 

- On- Tuesday I wfi^ at court as usual on that day, M« de 
Vergennes asked me if Mr.Oswald had not opened himself 
farther to me. I acquainted him witb the sight I had bad of 
the tnimitfT df'council) and of the loose expressions contained 
in it of what was in contemplation. He seemed to think it 
todd thlit b^had brought nothing more e^licit* • I suppoaed 
Mcp Greaville might b^ better furnished* 
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s 

The next morning I wrote the follpwing letter to Mr^t., 

Adams, , ^^ 

Sir, Passy, Mfly B, 1782^,^ 

Mr. Oswald) whom I mentioned in ^ fpfj^Aff 
letter which I find you have received, is returnedt,fj{jji 
brought, me another letter. from Lord Shelburoe,af wbffj^ 
the above is a copy. Xt says, Mr.. Oswald is. instructed^^ 
communicate, to me bis Xiordsbip's thoughts. He is howev^ 
very sparing of such cpmmunicatioa. All; I have got frc}^ 
him is4hat the ministry have in contemplation the ^^ allowi^ 
Independence to America on condition of Britain being (^^t 
again into the state she was left in by the peace of 176^* 
ivhich I suppose means being put again in possession oifiijp 
islands franco has taken from her. This seems to pa^^f- 
proposition of selling to us a thing that is already Qur 0)|9|y 
and making France pay the price they are pleased to asj^^ 
it. Mr. Greoville, who is sent by Mr. FoXj.is expecte4^hf;^ 
daily. Mn^Oswald telL? me tha( Mr. J^fuirens will sQon,|^ 
here also. Yours of the 2d instant is just come to hand. . ^f, 
shall write to you on this affair hereafter by the Court ^iff 
riers^ for I am certain your letters to me are opened at Offi 
post office either here or in Holland. I suppose mine ^ 
you are treated in. the same manner. I encloscf the cov^qr of 
your last that you m^y see the. seal. With great respe9i( / 
am, Sir, your Excellency's, 8lcv2ic. . ^^l 

B. FRAK;B:UNt,;| 

I had but just sent away this lett^, t^en Mr. OswtM 
came in, bringing with him Mr. Gretitille, M^ho was recent^ 
arrived. He gave me the following letter from Mr. Secre* 
tary Fox. 
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Sir, St.James'sj May 1, 178CJ. 

i! Though Mr. Oswald will no doubt have 

infomied you of the nature of Mr. Greaviiles coniinisHioii, 
y%t I cannot refrain from making use of the opportunity his 
goii^' offers mey td ussure you of the esteem and -respect 
ifbich I bavebome to ydur character^* aiid to beg you to 
believe, that no change in my situation has made afty&o those 
vrdent wishes for reconciliation which I -hate inrvaiiabiy felt 
%om the very beginning of tliiis unhappy contest* 
•' Mr«*GrenviUe is fully acquainted 'With tny sentiments •upon 
^his Bobjecty and with the saiiguine-hopi^s which I ha^e con* 
^ved that those whh' whom we are contending are toe 
^vessonable to -contidue a contest, wliiehhas no longer any 
object eidier real or even imaginary. ' * . ' , 

si know your UberaUty of mind too well !to he afraid lest 
any prejudices against Mr. Grenville's name may prevent you 



'from esteeming those excellent qualities of heart and bead 
wluch belong to him, or from giving the fullest cjredittO' the 
sincerity of his 'wishes for peace, in which no mau in- either 
ebootry goes beyond htm. I am, with great truth end 
regard,' Sir, your most obedient humble servant^ 

f • • .;;••■' C. J. Fox% ' 



•t 



• ; 



♦ . t, . , - • ; « 



^•/{.imagined the gentlemen had been at Versailles, as I 
itipposcd Mr. G. would first have waited on M. de Vet- 
|[€9itte6y before 'he called- on- me. But finding in converse 
tioQ thai he had not« and^dmt he expected aae to introdnee 
him, I immediately wrote to that minister, acquainting him 
that Mr. G. was arrived, and desired to know when his £x^ 

* 

cfillency would thii^ fit to receive him : and I sent an 
4fj|^ess with my letter. I then entered into convel^atiou 
vitli hinl on the subject of his mission, Mr. Fox having 
referred me to him as being fully acquaintedwith his^sentp- 
ments. He said that^ peace "WH^^ re«dly msbetf^foT by every 
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body, if it could be obtained on reiisonable terras ; an^'at 
the idea of subjugating America was giteo up, and botti 
France and America bad thereby obtained \?bQt they had-^i^t 
Tiew originalfy, it was hoped that there now remained Hoy 
obstacle' to a pacification. That Englatid was willing !«, 
treat of a ^neral peace with oU the ppweiis! at . war. agi^M^ 
bee, and that the treaty ^ should be al Pma* . I did not*prliii 
biiD mndh.ior fartbbr partkula'rs, supposing dtieynrisia'iffii! 
served fort OBr intenriew widi M. de'< VergMine^* :TlA 
genthemi^ did ine the honor of jstaying.idilinef wHbip^lQ% 
die supfiosiiion whicfa I ui^ed thkitinj" exppesa might bebaidfc 
before>we pairted^ This gafve me«aD:opp€irt<Myty of a^ godii 
deal : of general connrersatiiofi f.wilh 2dsJ: Oreoville, . iti^ 
appeared to me: a sensible^ judieioua, iatelliggnty' goo d tp pi tu 
pered) and welMnstrooted ^oung itias^tQifeweringf w«I) iM^ 
(^hcfraitter Mr. Tax bod given me .of/biti. Tb(9y left ItM 
ImwtVer about -SIX o^clock^ andmy.iaease^^ec.did nol^r^tiinl 
till ni^rnine. *^He brought me the.ahswer of M)» )e'G<mlt 
de^ VergenuMy that he.^ios giad:,t<>:kear.fnf Mr^ €i^»mlki^*i| 
armai, and wbuld be ready to; rcoeite usi fQhiri6rro!# at hfd#i 
past I'd or 11 o'^ock. :l immediately cttclosed. hie, noH^;^ 
on<5t^ Mr. Orcnville, requesting bim to be with me atPasqfi 
ll^y ^ight> that we might have time to breakfast, before it^e sefi 
iittti I have ^res^rv^ m copy of theserthror last mentuAM 
ifOt^s,'^ t shonid hiitie insetitedthdm^sa 1 4hink <hat tboigkr 
they ^«em of* atnKyst to^ tfiflitig. af ^natoray ^tfiey - sei^ oseAdJ^ 
sothetitto^s tb Mtledatei,^autHentioate fWcta^ andshpi«;stMiiil 
tiling of tbe^ tarn and nrann^r of thiakini^ oi^. the. writers^ -'M 
particular occasions* -The answer i^reddvedi waa is iotfeiWic 
■ • i'- * ^ ' 1 i f.. ^-' •. V !.i/ 

_ • _ « 

" Mr. Grenville pres^Qls iiu cotnpliiptf q.t8;t<^ Mf> Franj(|j)|^ 
abd will certibdly 49.)u<l>9eU' tho bonqfof wjitinf 9gvn, jk^f^ 
FnMklia W-roowoif morniiH,«tAa!?l«cK^ , : , , , .,, r jtj. 
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< ' We ^et out accordingl J th<i next morning in my coach from 
Passj, and arrived punctually at M. de Vergennes's^ who 
Mceived Mr. Gh-enville in the most cordial manner, on ac« 
tbnhi of the acquaintance and friendship ' that had formerly 
Mbsisted between his uncle and M. de Vergennes when they 
ik^ere ambassadors together at Constantinople. After some 
Hide agreeable conversation, Mr. Grenville presented his 
N^nr from Mr. Secretary Fox, and I think froih the Duke 
6t Richmond; When these were read the subject of peace 
Wflfs entered On. What my miemory retains of the discourse 
Anounts to little more than this, that after mutual declarations 
it the good -dispositiod of the two Courts, Mr. Orenviller 
havltig intimated that in carse England gave America inde- 
petodeiree, France, it was expecjted, would restore the conquests 
4ie had' made of British Islands, receiving back those of 
Mlquelon and St. Pierre. And the original object of thfe 
#ar being obtained^ it was supposed that France would be 
Contented with that. The minister seemed to smile at thd 
proposed exchange. America, said he, does not ask it of.ybu ; 
there is Mr. Franklin, he will answer you as to that point. 
To be sure, I said, we do not consider ourselTes as under any. 
necesiBity of bargaining for a thing that is our own, which we 
have bought at the expence of much blood and treasure, aud 
which we are in possession of. As to our being satisii^ 
with the original object of the war, continued he, look back 
to the conduct of your nation in former wars. In the last war^ 
fbr example, what was the object ? It was the disputed 
r^ht to some waste lands on the Ohio, and the frontier 
of Nova Scotia ; did you content ybUrselves tvith the reco- 
very of those lands ? No, you retained at the peace all 
Canada, all Louisiana, all Florida, Grenada, and other West 
India islands, the greatest part of Northern Fisheries ; with 
all your conquests iii Africa and the East Indies. Something 
mentioned of iU( not beiAg retomaUeflhat i( tMon, 
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after making an unprovoked aud unsuccessful war upon it» 
neighboursi should expect to sit dpwn whole, and have every, 
thing restored which she had lost in such a war, I think Mr* 
GrenviUe remarJked that the war Jbad, bjeen provoked by the ean. 
qouragement given by France to the .Americans to reyqlt^ Q|i 
which M. de Veigennes grew a little warm, and declare^- 
^mly, that , the breach, was. made and our independenca 
declared long before^ we. received the least encouragemeat 
ffom France ; and he defied the world $o give the smallest; 
proof o£ the contaltrj*. There aits, said he, Mr* franklMi^ 
who knows tlie fact and can contradict me, if I da not 
^peak the truth. . He repeated to Mr. GrenviUe, whal 
be had before said to Mr. Oswald, respecting the King's? 
intention of treating fairly, and keeping faithfully the conv^a^. 
Vons he should ei^ter. into ; of which disposition he shoul4, 
give at the jtreaty convincing proofs by the fidelity and exa^^. 
tudQ with whiqh he jphould observe his engagements with hif^ 
present allies ; and addpd that the points which thjB £ing b^ 
chiefly in view Vtere justice ^nd digj4^jf ; these be CQuld Wh 
depart from* He acquainted Mr, GrenviJle that lie sho^Ifl• 
immediately write to Spain^^apd Holland, communicate iKt 
tJiQse Courts what had pa^d, and report .thcir^^nswer^;; thjiti 
in the meaa time he hoped Mr. (^renville would fiqd means Alft 
^owttsing himself; agreeably^ to ^yhich he; should, be ^lad; te^ 
contribute, that he w^u^d copimumcate what had pAS«|M .(9^ 
the King, and he invited him. U^ come. again the next dayi^ »^ 
On our return Mr. G. expressed himself aa no^ .quitui 
sfitisfied with some part of M.,de Vergenn^s's discpurse, an4i 
vi^as thoughtful. He told me.tbs^ be .had brought two atatf^. 
messengers with him, and peiliaps after he, had had anotb^ 
interview with the minister, he might dispatch one of themfig^ 
London : I then r^quei^ted leave to answer by that oppqiH 
tunity the letters I had received from Lord Sh^bunie jnc^ 
i^r. |?Qx;9 and .be .]di}d)y p^oopsi^ to^K^^lUf^f^tlf^lr^ttie tif^ 
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<)f the messenger's departure. He did not ask me to go witlf 
liim the next day to Yersailles, and I did not offer it* 

The coming and going of these gentlemen was observedf/ 
and made mach talk at Paris ; and the Marquis de la Fayett^^* 
having learned something of their business from the miQistenr;> 
discoursed with me about it. Agreeable to the resolutions 
df Cov^ess directing me to confer with him^ and take his 
assistance in our afiiairs, I communictrted to liitii what had 
passed. He told me that, during the treaty at Paris for the 
last peade,- the Duke de .Niverhois had. been sent to-residei 
in London, that this Court might through him state what wa# 
from time to time transacted in die light th^y thought best^ 
to prevent misrepresentations and misuhderstnndiDgs. That' 
such an^ employ would he extretnely agreeable to him 6n 
matiy accdutits ; that as he was now an American citizen^' 
spoke footb languages, and was wdl acquainted with' our 
interests', he believed he might be useful in it ; and that as 
peace was likely from appearances to take place^ his retorqi 
to America, was perhaps not so immediately necessary. He 
Aen wished I would make him acquainted with Messrs.' 
Oswald and Grenville/and for diat end promised meeting 
tfiem at breakfast with me^ which I proposed to contrive if I 
couid, aiid endeavour to engage them for Saturday. 

Friday morning the 10th of May, I went to Paris tati 
tisited Mr. Oswald. I found him in the same friendly db« 
positions, and very desirous of doing good, and of seeing an 
Md put to diis ruinous war. But I got no farther light ais to 
the sentiments of Lord S. respecting the terms. I told hiitt 
Ae Marqub de la Fayette would breakfast with me to-mor* 
row, and a^ he, Mr. Oswald, might have some curiosity to see 
i )>erson, who had in thb war rendered himself so reouu^L- 
able, I proposed his doing me the same honor. Ha 
agreed to it cheerfully. I came home intending to write to 
Mr. Grenvillei whom I soppoaed m^t atay ind dine^il 
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Versailles, and therefore did not call on him. Bat he was 
returned, and I found the following note from him. 

.: . i ; . Parisy Mc^ 10. 

^ if.' ^ti< . i << Mr; Grenville presents faii compliments to 
Mr.* ErankbD : he propose^, sending* ai courier to England, ai 
10 o'dock lhis> night, Bnd wiU give him in charge any letle#t 
Mfi Rrankbn mary wisfe to^aeod by him*-'' ' 



*' I satiidowtt imniediately and wrote the two short letters 
feUoikping>i to: the Secisetaries of State.* 



» f ■ • 



To THE Right Hon. C. J. Fox, Esq. 

Secretary of State. 

, Siu^ ,, • ,;, , Passy, May^ 10, 1782. 

' '- . ; ' ^I received the letter you did me the honor of 
Writiilg to me by Mr. Gremille, whom I find to be a very, 
a^ieible, judicious, and' amiable gentleman. The name, I 
assure you, does not with nie lessen the regard that his excel* 
lent qualities inspire. I introduced him as soon as possible 
to M.;de Vergennes; he will himself give you an account' 
of his reception. I b<q>e his comii^ may forward the blessed 
work of pacification, in which for the sake of humanity no 
time should be lost>; no reasonable cause, as you observe^- 
enstiog'at present, fcor-the continuance^ of this abominable^ 
war. Be assured of my endeavours to put an end to it. (* 
am much flattered by the. good opinion of a person whom I 
have long highly esteemed, and I hope it Will not be lessened 
by< my conduct in the affairs that have giv^ rise to our cor- 
respondence. With great respect, I have the honor to be; 
Sir, &c.,&c. B. Franklin. 



TOL. II. 
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To Lord Shelburnr. 

. My Lojio, Passy^ May lOi \7S2. 

.1 luve re^ivpd ^iiaopr -of your liqxdnhif^f 
ht;^ d^iei the 9&dx pattvby Mr. Qwnfaldi iBforg^iHg aife 
tbat he is sent back to settlfi iidth.jne.tli^ pfeluninamf .0f 
time and place. Paiis^ias the fi»ce, aeedped to oEMyertenday 
tfi be agreed on between Mr. Grenville and M».de^Verg«iDe9) 
1^4 U i3 fierfectlj agreeable to in^« . Ulie ;tim«. .canobt well 
hiSt settlect till this court has. received anawera, fton^ -MadiitI 
and the Hague, and until my colleagues are arrived. I 
expect daily Messrs. Jay and LaiireRs,: i^r. Adfuna doubti 
ni'hether he can be here* but that will not hinder our 
proceeding. 

It gave me great . pleasure to hear that Mr. Lanrenr is 
discharged entirely from the obligations he had entered into. 
J^iup mucb obliged by the r^icusaa witk viffaich your Lord- 
^p b^s conferred ^at favon. PJease to accepUnjf ^tbsnkftil 
Hpjtno wUidgmjJuta . 

I am happy too ia understanding from your lettar, tbat 
tjR&psparts are actually preparing to coavey :oi|f jviaoiMra to 
.^ericai and. .that attention will ba paid to .thaift accommo* 
^g^on and. good y treatment. Those people on.4h|Bir.jr0tttai 
will be. dispersed, through every part of Am^rksi anditba 
accounts they will have to give of any marka lof ..kiMdaeaa 
received by diem unfler the present mioiatiy^ will lessen much 
the rjesenUu^n^ of tbtsirfrienda againtt the.jialbu.for tba 
hardUbips they auffeij^d und^r the |>ait»; 

Mr. Oswald rests here awhile by my advice^aal Ai(dc \^ 
|^^5eDQa.{ikely tO'be iis^fiful. With gri^t and sinceo^/reapfct^ 
I |iave the honor lo be^ my Lord, your Lordship^ SicSffim 
, . . 1 , B. Franilun. 



I. w ' 



Ant I sent them to Mr. QvenTille with die following 
note. - , 

'^ Mr. FranUin presents hii eompliments to 
M^. (SrenviUe, with thanks for thc^tHforRfotibn of his couriei^i 
departure, and his kind oflfer of forwarding Mr. F.'s letters; 
who accepts the fator, mni esw:loses two. '^■ 

*^ The Mar^is de la Fayette and Mr. Oswald will Wi 
Mr. Phhoidin dt^ fatmor t>f break^ting with hun to-morroW 
kictweeii 9 and 10 o^elock. Mr. FVankSn will be happy to 
IftnttHdie ^eompanj^idso of Mr. GrenvSte; if agt^ble to himi 
He rfM^Idtbate w«Hed on Mr. GrenviUet^^^ at Paiis^JM 
he'imiigiiiisll'^Mr. 6. was at Verstailles. 

« FHiwy;' RMay eveilfag, May K).'^ 

To Mft&ilk Mr. G. sentmethis^iinswer. 



• ; I. i • ■• 



• •• • jt . 



^^ Mr. Greidvflle presents his eomplimenCtf Is 
Mn FfMildfafi, and will widi great plesiure do himself dt# 
honor of breakfasting with Mr. Franklin to-morrow betweed 
9 and 10 o*clock. 

<< Mr. Ghsenvile was at Versailles to-day, and should have 
been sorry that Mr. Franklin should have given 'himself the 
tDOuUe of adling at Paris this momii^. The courier shall 
osKtanly takr partictdar case of Mra FnmUia^ loiters. 

*^ i^tfis, )Friday etenin^^* 

The gendeneii flfl oM 9ecordb^;ly^ hadU a^ g^todt deal of 

con versatioa at and after break£ut^ staid tiM itfter one o'dock; 

and parted muck jdeased widi each other. 

Tbs Monday fdlowing I called to visit Mr. <3f. foA fooikl 

witii Mr. OiwaU^ who told me he wis just about ifM 

bg to London. I was a littte sttrpriaiii at tte auddaqf^ 

vof Htm feesiuimi Jm kni tOmpM h^ naJMiNiif to 
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set out tlie next morning earlj. I conceived the. gentlemen 
were engaged in business^ so I withdrew, and went to write 
a few letters, among which was the following to Lord Shel- 
borne, being reaily concerp^d lit ^thb thbtight of losing so 
gt>od aman da Mr.OsiVald* ,•'.'•' 

..." ' »*!• ■ ■ . • "i 



. . I 



To Lord SiiELBtRNE. 






M Y Lo R D,. Passy, May . 1 6 j. 1 782. \ f 

c ; ;'I did 'myself the honor of writing io.yoaf 

Iiordship a few daya sirice by Mr. Grenville^s courieiv adknow-^ 
ledging the receipt of yours 6f the SSth past by Mr* OsWald. 
I then hoped that gentleman would have jemaiiied here -some 
time, but his affairs it scem^ recal bim Sooner tban -he 
imagined. I hope he will return again, as I esteem him 
more, the more I am acquainted* with hiin> land! lieUeve his 
moderation, prudent counsels, and sound judgment may 
contribute much? liot only to the speedy conclusion of a 
peace, but to the framing such a peacie as may be firm and 
long-lasting. With great respect, I am, your Lordship's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FrankLin. 



■■ / 






I went in the evening to Mr. Oswald's lodging with my 
letters ; when he informed me his intention was to return 
immediately hither from England; and to make the more 
dispatch in going and returning, he should leave his car- 
riage at Calais, a& the embarking and debarking of carriages 
in the packet-boats often occasioned a.lide's delay. I did 
not enquire the reason of this mbvement.* We had but 
bttle convei^ation, for Mr. Qreuville coming in, I soon after 
wished bim a good journey and Retired, that I might not 
interrupt their consultations. - . 
. r^iaee hi* departure Mr. GreHvUk has made ide a visit; 



I 

aod. earring into a conversation with me, exactly of the same* 
tanor with tlie letters 1 formerly received from'Mr. Hartley^' 
stating suppositions that France might insist on points totally 
different from what had been the object of our aUfance, and 
that in such case he should imagine we -were not at a^ 
bound to continue the war to obtain such points for her^ Scb^ 
I. thought I could not give him a better answer to this kind* 
of discourse than what J had given in two letters to Mr.' 
Hartley^ ^nd therefore calling for those letters I read them Uf 
I^m. He smiled, and would ihave turned the conversations 
butil giivfi a little more of my sentimenti on the genewA 
subject; of hraiafits^ phligation^ aiid> gratitude. I said t 
thought peqfde^bad often imperfect notions of their duty od 
those points, and that a state. o{ obligation was to many aa! 
uneasy a state, that they became ingenious in finding out 
reasons and arguments to prove they had been laid under no 
obligation at all^ or that they had discharged it : and they to<^' 
easily satisfied themselves with such arguments. To expkttof 
clearly my ideas on the subject, I stated a case. A^^-s 
stranger to B. sees him about to be imprisoned for debt by 
a merciless creditor. He lends him the sum necessary to 
preserve his liberty. B. then becomes the debtor of A. ancP 
after some time repays the money. Has he then discharged 
the obligation ? No. He has discharged the money debt) 
but the obligation remainsi and he is debtor for the kindness 
of A. in Jending the same so seasonably. If B. should after** 
wards finds A. in the same circumstances, that he, B., bad 
been in when A« lent him the money, he may then discharge 
this obligation or debt of kindness in part by lending him an^ 
equal sum. Jn purif I said, and not wholly, because when A^ 
lent B. the money, ther^ had been no prior benefit received 
to induce him to it. And therefore if A. should a second 
time need the same assistance, I thought B., if iu his power^ 
was iu duty bound to affprd it to bim.. Mr. GrenviUe con^ 
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ceived that I was carrying gratitude very far, to apply this 
doctrine to our situation in respect to France; who was 
really the party served and obliged by our separation from 
England, as it lessened the power of her rival and increased 
hpr own. I told him I was so strongly impressed with the 
l(ind assistance afforded us by France in our distress, and llie 
generous and noble manner in which it was granted without 
exacting or stipulating for a single privilege or particular 
^vantage to herself in our commerce or otherwise ; that I 
oould never suffer myself to think of such reasonings for 
Ifissening the'obligation, and I hoped, and indeed did not 
cloubt, but my countrymen were all of the same sentiments. 
"[Thus he gained nothing of the point he came to push ; we 
pfuted however in good humour. His conversation is always 
polite and his manner pleasing. 

As he expressed a strong desire to discourse with me on 
t}ke means of a reconciliation with America, I promised to 
consider the subject, and appointed Saturday the Ist of 
June, fof our conversation, when he proposed to call 
on me. 

The same day I received another letter from my old 
friend Mr. Hartley* Our former correspondence on the 
subject of peace since the beginning of this year, I have 
Icept by itself, as it preceded this, was in the time of the old 
ministry, and consisted wholly of letters unmixed with per- 
sonal conversation. This being the first letter from him 
imder the new ministry, and as it may be followed by others 
which may relate to the negociadon, I insert k here, widi 
my answer, and diall continue to insert the future letters I 
may receive from him rehtive to the same subject 
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To De# Franklin. 
Sfy- htxR FiiiEKD, ' London, May S, l^^> 

■ •.».- .... . ^cr 

I write to you only one line, just to infontf 



you that a general order is issued, ty our government, fo; 
the release of all the American prisoners every where, ' r 
have had this from Lord Shelburne, who informed me thd? 
t)ie order was not partial or conditional, but general ana 
absolute. I heartily congratulate you upon this first ste]^ 
towards sweet reconciliation, I hope other things will follows 
I have had a long conversation with Lord Shelburne^ relatiin|( 
to America, in which he expressed himself in most favordUe 
terms. I shall have the honor of seeing and conversmg wioi 
him again. But at present, as you know, certain matters ori 
depending from your side of the water. Mr. Laurens isyenlirdj 
at liberty. I see him very frequently, and when you see him 
he will tell you many things from me, which have occurred 
to me in the course of my poor endeavours to promote thil 
cause of peace. Da pacem, Doniine, in diebus nosiris* 
Your affectionate, &c. D. Hartlby. 



To David Hartley, Esq. M. P. 

My. dear Friejn d^ Passyy May 13, 17S2. 

I have juflt received yotir iiivor of the 3ni 
instsant. I thuiik yoil mdch for the good news you give mcv 
that '< an order is itscled by your gov^nment f6r the release- of 
all the American piisdneril ttery wl^ere, an order not partial 
or conditionaif but general tod abscJute." I rejoice with 
you in this step not onfy on aeeount of the unhappy captives^ 
#ho by it wilt be set at liberty, and f^siored to their friends 
and famrites, l^t as I thmk k wiH fend greatly towards » 
#^6fictfliffti6ii| oft v^Idck at6ite iKe liot»e of t dcnraUte peactf 
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can be founded. I am much indebted to your good brother, 
for a very kind and obliging letter, -which was mislaid when 
k should have been answered. I beg you would present to 
him my thankful acknowledgments, and my very sincere 
respects. I join with you most heartily in the prayer that 
ends your letter, Da paceniy Domine, in diebus nostris! I 
am ever, my friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 

Our business standing still at present till the return of Mr.' 
Oswald, gives me a void that I may fill up with two or three' 
circumstances, not at present connected with this intendied 
treaty, but which serve to show something of the disposition 

» f 

of courts, who have, or may have, a concern in it. 
; Mr. Jay had written to me from time to time of the unac- 
countable delays he had met with since his residence at the 
<^urt of Spain, and that he was now no nearer in the business 
he bad been charged with than when he first arrived. Upon thd 
first coming of Mr. Oswald, and tlie apparent prospect of 
a treaty, I wrote to press his coming hither, and being a 
little out of humour with that court, I said, they have taken 
four years to consider whether they should treat with us, give 
tfiem forty, and let us mind our own busuiess ; and I sent 
the letter under cover to a person at Madrid, who I hoped 
v^ould open and read it. It seems to me that we have in 
most instances hurt our credit and importance, by sending all 
over Europe begging alliances, and Soliciting declarations of 
our independence. The nations, perhaps, thence seem to 
diink, that our independence is something they have to sell, 
and that we do not offer enough for it. Mr. Adams has 
succeeded in Holland, owing to their war with England, and 
a good deal to Ihe late votes in the Commons towards a 
reconciliation ; but the ministers of the other powers refused, 
%s I heaTi ta<retani his tisitb^ becaosb'^Qr independence wM 
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not yet acknowledged by iheir courts. I Had heard here by good 
luck, that the same resolutiou was taken by several of them 
not to return the visits I should make them (as they sup^* 
posed) when I was first received here as Minister Plenipoi*' 
tentiary, and I disappointed their project by visititig none q6 
them. In my private opinion die first civility is due bom thk 
old resident to the stranger and new comer. My.opioioiik 
indeed is good for nothing against custom, which I should 
have obeyed, but for the circumstances, that rendered it* 
more prudent to avoid disputes and affronts, though at the 
hazard of being thought rude or singular* While I muv 
writing, something ridiculous enough on this htod has kap*^ 
pened to me. The Comte du Nord, who is son to tbe 
Empress of Russia, arriving at Paris, ordered, it seems^ 
cards: of visit to be sent to all the foreign ministers. One of 
thj^m, on which was written Lb Comte on Nord et mm* 
PniHoi^ Bariatinski, was brought to me. It w^as om* 
Monday evening Ifist. Being at court the next day I eiht 
quired of an old minister, my friend, what was tlie etiquett^' 
and. whether the Comtei received visits. The aniswerwas^' 
Non. On se fait icrire. Voiloi tout. This is dpne here 
by passing tbe door^ and ordering your name to be writtea 
in the porter's book. Accordingly, on Wednesday I passed 
the house of Prince Bariatinski, ambassador of Russia, where* 
the Comte lodged^ and left my name on the list of each. . I 
thought no more of the matter. But this day. May £V 
comes the servant who brought the card, and ii^ a great 
affliction^ saying he was like to be ruined by his mistake ia 
bringing the card here^ and wishing to obtain from me 
some paper of I know not what kind, for I did not see hion.^ 
Jn the afternoon came my friend^ Mr. Le Roy, who b also a 
friend of the Prince's, telling me how. much he, the Princey 
was concerned at the accident; that both himself and the* 
Comte had great permtfd rq^d for mihMA my cbaracteri 
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but that our independence not yet being acknowledged by 
the court of Russia, k was impossible for him tp permit 
himself to make me a visit as minister. I told Mr. Le iloy 
it was not my custom to seek such honors, though J was> 
very sensible of them when conferred upon me; that I 
should not have voluntarily intruded a visit; and that in this 
case I had only done what I was informed the etiquette 
Inquired of me. But if it would be attended with any 
inconvenience to Prince Bariatinski, whom I much esteemed 
and respected^ I thought the remedy was easy ; he had only 
to raze my name out of his book of visits received^ and I 
would burn their cArd. 

All the northern princes are not ashamed of a little civility 
committed towards an American. The King of Denmark 
travelling in England under an assumed name, sent me a 
card expressing in strong terms his esteem for me| and in- 
viting me to dinner with him at St. James's. And the 
ambassi^dor from the King of Sweden lately asked me 
whether I had powers to make a treaty of conunerce with 
their kingdom^ for he said his master was desirous of such a 
treaty with the United States, had directed him to ask me the 
question^ und had charged him to tell me^ that it would flatter 
l)im greatly to make it with a person whose character he bo 
much esteemed, 8cc. Such compliiilents might probably 
make me a little proud, if We Americans were not naturally 
as much so already as the porter^ who being told he had with 
his burthen jostled the great Czar Peter, (then in London^ 
walking the street,) poh ! said he, tre art all Czars here. 

I did not write by Mr. Oswald to Mr. LanrenS) becaus^ 
from some expressions in his last to me, I expected him 
here, and I desired Mr. Oswald, if he found him still in 
London, or met him oit the road| to give him thait reason. I 
am disappointed in my expectation^ for I havd Mw received 
(^f ay ^) the follpvnng letter frotii him^ 
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Sir, Osttndy May 17> I7dfi. 

I had the honor of addressing you under tbe' 
dOth ultimo by post, a duplicate of which will accom^anjr' 
this in order to guard against the effect of a mis(niiiViage ib 
the first instance, and I beg leave to refer to the contents. 

On the 10th current, and no sooner, yont very obTigilig 
favor of the 20tfa preceding reached me in London. Beihg 
then on the point of leaving that place, I deferred a rei>ly 
utitil my arrival on this side; thi^ happened yesterday too 
late to catch the post of the day, except ly a single letter, 
put into my hands, I believe, by Doctor Price', which I sent 
forward. I sincerely and heartily thatik yoti. Sir, for (h6f 
cordial contents of your last Tetter, but from the most matnina 
reflection, and taking in consideration m^ present very infirtti' 
state of health, I have resolved to decline accepting llta' 
honor intended me by congress in the commission tUt' 
treating with Great Britain, and I find the kss difficulty' nf 
Coming to this determination from a persuasioi^ ih my owitf 
mind that my assistance is not essential, and that it was'iiot 
ih'e view or expectation of our constituents that eVery <)ne 
i^amed in the commission should act. I purpose to repair 
to, or near to, Mr. Adams, and enquire of him whether jF 
may yet be sierviceable under the commission to which I fiatf 
been first appointed, that for borrowing money for the us^ df 
the United States ; if he speaks in the affirmative, I shdll^ 
though much against my own gram, as is well known iit otir 
fittle court, proceed in the mission with diligence and fidelity J 
otherwise I shall take a convenient opportunity of returning 
to give an account there, of having in the course of tw<y 
years and upwards done nothing, excepting only the m^kinj; 
a great number of rebels in the enemy^s country, and recon* 
dling thousands to the doctrine of absolute and unlimited 
mdependence— a doctrine tfhieb I aaivrted dndl midfitdbed 
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ivith as much freedom in the Tower of London^ as ever I 
had done in the State House at Philadelphia^ and having 
contentedly submitted to the loss of my estate, and being 
ready to lay down my life in support of it, 1 had the satisfic* 
tion of perceiving the coming in of converts every day. I 
must not however conclude this head without assuring you, 
that should you think proper to ask questions respecting 
American commerce, or the interest of any particular state,' 
I will answer with candor, and the best judgment I am 
possessed of, but of that judgment I sincerely protest I have 
the utmost diffidence. God prosper your proceedings in the 
great work ; you shall be called blessed by all the grateful of 
the present generation, and your name will be celebrated by 
posterity. I feel myself happy^n reflecting that in the great 
outlines for treaty our opinions exactly coincide, that we. 
•hall not want the countenance and assistance of our great 
and good ally, and that you have so hone'st a man as Mr. 
Oswald to deal with for preliminaries : I know him to be 
superior to all chicanery, and am sure he will not defile 
his mind by attempting any dirty thing. 

I intreat you, Sir, to present my hiimble respects to 
M. de Vergennes, and thank his Excellency for his polite 
eucpr^sions respecting me, and be so good as to say all that 
shall appear necessary in excuse for my non-appearance at 
his court. 

Lord Cornwallis called on me the day before I left 
London, and was, as you may suppose, very anxious to know 
when he might probably hear from me on the subject of his 
release : let me therefore request your opinion in answer to 
what I had the honor of writing in my last concerning that 
affair. I wish it may prove satisfactory to his lordship, by 
enabling me, with your consent and concurrence, to cancel a 
debt which does not sit easy upon, and which cannot, with 
honor to our country, remain unpaid, ml think we shall 
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not, ^ds impossible we should, incilr displeasure^ by doiiiff 
an act of common justice^ and our « authority may be fairly 
impliedk .i. . .i 

• His lordship tldclai^s^ he bas no intention of tretnraing td 
America, but desires 'to be reinstated in hia legislalife and 
military charaoteis'in hisown opniitry, and Iiamaof^opinioii 
that in the former sfation he will'be-radier fri«Mily. to .«i 
than otherwise*: for my own-part^^if the war :co«tint]es9;J 
should not be I uneasy if hib lordship- w^re>t# go^to Chesa^ 
peke agaii^. '-'•' • • '*» y-^ j* -m^ jT .». 

I have a thousand* compliments and good* wishes to pre* 
irent to yon ftom friends 'in £nglandy where males and 
females I am sure you have M least so many, your own 
remembrance- witt lead yoil to individuals of your' old 
aequaintande^ . To-tnorrow I intend to proceed fopiBmsseh^ 
4nd thence probably to the Hague and Amstctoriam;' My 
movements must unavoidably be as slow as water tanriage* 
My weak under-limbs cannot bear 'continual thumping! on. ditf 
pavement in the rough machines of i this country, and: Ibi 
feebleness of my pocket will not admit the indulgenca of a 
more convenient vehicle. I beg, Sir, you will vrritetome 
at the hobse of Mr. Edmund Jennings, or under the protect 
tion of any other friend in that citj, who will be :at the 
tvonble of finding out a voyagenr who is at all timea and ia 
all places, with the highest esteem and respect, Sir, yonr 
cibedient and 4nost humble servant, 

i. ' t HbnRY LAI3&&K8. :*i 

To the above I wrote thefoUpvring answer. 

' < ■ ^ ■ • ' ■ - ■ • ■',■■■ i i *f 

• To President Henry Laurens, Esq. 

.. Sir,; ^ ^ . Passtf, May 25, ^7§8,„, 

I : L am now honored' with yours of the ITthwi il 

hadbefbreimceivckl-OBeofjthfii.lttl^ whkk. jremainied 



pwnfid, b$amae ficom >this wonk id U^ ^ whttt I jreacii die 
^mUiMK^wkkk will proJbahljf hap|M« is a few dajs/M 
flattered myself with the pleasure of seeing you here* Thai 
WpiR is. idiaappMited.kijr ywur biatf m whioh you Idl «ie you 
!■» dglrwuiiiwd aollQ ai^ ui ihe edmiinsion fortroaciag of 
fMMOi wvilki Britaifti; I intgiek your takingtlbiir iftalutioB s 
pnauipiiUiiviiecauiB .L ana pesMiadail. your aesintanra sumI 
if^ym kmm ••f.gBeal aemripa lo jMiir eoimtry. • Birt< I bane 
hasides aoma ftfiiala. or pasticiiiar leaaaoa ithat aahite to 
myselfi To encourage me in the arduous task^yoo Irindly 
laU me JL aUl to cdM ikmid, ift. I kam a&m graft 
Iwavmi of'ii yMC0 miid0» Uuil did ant oGGaiioa.acieatdMl««l 
ptpokr di g <# m c n>» . dMloar and: oensurt; on both aidesi 
mhis ia.perhnps»ftwiiig;U> the usual mtMgcBMnt.of the wiaisi 
tawitml JmdqrS:Of thti contendiag.nauonsy tfho^ lo keep «p 
ibatpiiitSiof Ibeir paoplanfor continidng the war^ genaraUjr 
mpnwiwl Ito.ilala afitheir oum affairs in a better lights aud 
Ihnt of.lhiLjenamy in a wono^.tban is consistent vritb tbt 
Inith: hevcalbo popwlaca am .caab sideeapeat. better ti&nm 
than really can be obtuned ; and areapttto ascribe their dia* 
appointment to treadiery. Thus the peace of Utrecht^ and 
that of Ats la Chapelle^ were said in England to baae been 
iafluffiirad «by French gold^ and in Fmatb byi Engiisb 
guineas. Even the last peaac^ the mosl»adaa«lsgeonB and 
glosious-foK England thai ever die made,.was^ yoo may 
remember, violently decncd, and the nwlraii as taoleiitlf 
abused. So that the. blessing promised to peace-makers^ I 
fimcy, relates to the next world, for in this diey seem to have 
a greater chance of being enssed. And as anodiar text 
obser?es that " in the muUUude of counseitors there i$ Mf/tiy^*^ 
which I think may mean safety to the counsellors as well aa 
fa the* counselled) because if they conunit a fiudftincoun* 
NUufc>tiia bkma^oea oei idl. on jaa» cbl e frwy hot ia 
diridnd mwsi msna aiJiheeham ef MfiiTis eeL^sMMh ik^ 
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lighter, or peiliaps because when a number pf honeat men 
are concerned, the suspiQion of their being Uasaed » weak^ 
M being mpre improbable ; or beoawse drfendit mimerus;^^ 
all tbeae reasons, but especially for -the support your e^Ui^ 
bli^hed'Cfaamcter of integrity would afford me i^«nslr:t|i9 
attateks of ny eniemies ; if this treaty takes places and X aa^ 
to not in it, I wish for your presence, and for the pres^^at^oi 
as many of the comnussioners ^s possible, and I hope^ ytffi 
will re-consider and change your, resolution, -In-*tha naeipi 
^ne, as you have had opportunities: of: convm-sing with.- thf 
new ministers) and other leading people w^ EnghuH^, and ^ 
Earning, dieir sentiments relating to* t^ra^ of pi^c,e, Sci^f i 
request you^ would inform me by lett^ of wha$ you tl^il^ 
important* Letterg ftom yon will conije safer by the confif: 
coijLrier than: by the post; and- 1 desire you would^ if you' 
should d^tenmne not to act, con^nuni/i^ate to npe your ideas 
of' the ter 193 to beinsbtedon, and th^^Mij^s to hfi attemk^ 
to^ respectiiq( commerce, fi,9heri<», boundaries,* &c^:, eyenf 
other material circumstance, that may be, of i^iportance to-'alf 
or any of ttie United States. 

liord Shelburne having written to. n^e on the subject of 
the wislvMlrfor peace, I acquaim^ him- in my answer sent 
by our £iep4 Mr* Oswald, that you were, one of the cone* 
missioners .^pointed by Congress to -treat with Britain, and 
t]||it I ' in^agin^ )m Lordship wo|Lid4 jtb^refi^e think it propelt 
to discharge you entirely ftxNn the obligations you enienNT 
into when yoe were admitted to bai}, th^t you loiight be tif 
liberty to act freely in the commissipn.^ He wrote to m^ 
in-xeply .that joii were accordingly discharged' immodipitely* 
His. Lordship mentioned 'nplfiiii^ of any exchange being 
Qibpected4for y4^a*; ineverthelesf I honor your sensibility mff 
the pointy and yoifr concent for the. credit of America, dutf* 
she should not be onldode i^ gen^vosity byUritoiii) and wiM 
cheerftdly job.ent)i.^ou in.itf9^ealr4l|f^ fttek pfgpM' 
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to discharge in return for the parole of Lord CornwalHs, as 
fieir as in our power may lie; but as we have no express 
liuthority for that purpose^ and the Congress may possibly 
in the mean time have made some other arrangement relative 
to his exchange, I conceive that our act should contain a 
clause reserving to Congress the final approbation or disal« 
lowance of the proceeding. And I have some doubt whether 
Lord Cornwaliis will think himself well freed from his en- 
gagement and at liberty to exercise his military employments^ 
by virtue of any concessions in his favor, made by persons 
who are not vested with authority for that purpose. So that 
On- the whole perhaps 'the best and surest way will be our 
writing immediately to Congress, and strongly reconmiending 
the measure. However, I will do what you shall think best. 

I heartily wish you success in any endeavours you may use 
in^ Holland for raising a loan of money. We have pressed 
rather hard on this court, and we still want more than they 
can conveniently spare us. But I am sorry that too scru« 
pulous a regard to our wants and difficulties should induce 
you, under the present infinnity of your lower limbs, to deny 
yourself the necessary comfort of an easy carriage, rather than 
make any use of the public assistance, when the public 
must be in your debt. I beg you would get over that diffi- 
culty and take of me what you may have occasion for. 

The letter you for%varded to me, was from America's con- 
stant friend the good Bishop of St. Asaph. He speaks of 
you in terms of the highest esteem and respect. 

Mr. Oswald is gone back to London, but intended to 
return immediately. Mr. Grenville remains here, and has 
received power to treat, but no farther steps can be taken 
till Spain and Holland have impowered mimsters for the 
same purpose. I shall inform you and Mr. Adams (if he 
does not come) of the proceedings from time to time^ and 
leqvest yotir cottnteb iti case of an^ difficuhy. ' ' 
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I hope you will not think of hazarding a return to Amerieff, 
before a peace, if we find any hopes of its being soon ob^ 
tained. And that if you do not find you can be useful ia 
the manner you wish in Holland, you will make me happy 
by your ccHnpany and counsels here» ^ 

With great and sincere esteem, I have the honor to b0| 
Sir, &c* &c« B. Franklin* • ( 

May 26, 1 received the following from Mr. Hartley* 7 

From David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklii^, 

Mr Dear Friend, Londm^ May 13, 1782. 

I writ to you a long letter dated May 1, 1782| 
by Mr. Laurens, who left London on Saturday last, but i 
will add a few lines now by a conveyance which wilt I 
believe overtake him, just to tell you two or three thoiga 
which I believe I omitted in my last. Perhaps they ingpjr 
not be of any consequence, but as they relate to my oM(n 
conduct I would wish to have you understand them. Aftei^ 
several conferences with the late ministry I gave in the paper 
called the Breviate on the 7th of February : but I nevef 
received any answer from them. They resigned on the 20tb 
of March. Upon the accession of the new ministry I heard 
nothing from them upon the subject; nor did I apply Uk 
them. I did not know whether that paper would not come 
into their hands by succession, and I doubted whether it 
might not be more proper for me to wait till I heard froo^ 
tliem. While I remained doubtful about this, I received 
your letters which determined me to go to Lord Shelbume. 
(This was about the . beginning of the present month.) I 
communicated to him some extracts, such as those about tbo 
prisoners, &c., and likewise the whole of your letter of ,'tbe 
ISth of April, containing the offer of the late ministry, tbc^ 
King of France's answer^ together with jrour r^flectipofi J0^ 

TOL. II. H 
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the conclusion respecting peace. As you had given nie a 
general permission I left with him a copy of the whole 
letter. Upon the occasion of this interview Lord Shelbume 
told nie that he hud made much enquiry in the offices for the 
correspondences and papers which had passed between the 
late ministry and me, but that he could not meet with them. 
lie expressed a regret that he had not conversed with ine at an 
earlier day ; with many civilities of that kind. In short I had 
been backward to intrude myself, and he expressed regret 
that he had not sent to me. Upon this opening on his part, 
I stated to him the substance of what had passed between the 
late ministry and myself, and I left a copy of the Breviaie 
with him. He gave me a very attentive audience, and I took 
that opportunity of stating my senthnents to him, as far as I 
could^ upon every view of the question. Upon his expressing 
regret that he had not seen me sooner, I told him that I 
always had been, and always should be, most ready to give 
any assistance in my power towards the work of peace. I 
say the same to you. I do not believe that there is any difTe* 
rence in sentiment between yon and me personally, in our 
own minds upon independence, &c. &c. But we belong to 
different communities, and the right of judgment or of con- 
sent and dissent is vested in the community. Divide inde- 
pendence hito six millions of shares, and you should have 
been heartily welcome to mt/ share from the very beginning 
of the war. Divide Canada into six millions of shares, I 
could find a better method of disposing of my share, than by 
offering it to France to abandon America. Divide the rock 
of Gibraltar hito six millions of pieces, I can only answer 
for one portion. Let reason and equity decide in any such 
case, as universal umpires between contending parties, and 
those .who wish well to the permanent peace of mankind, will 
not refuse to give and to receive equal justice. 

I agre^ with you, tliat the equitable and pliilosophi|caI 
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principles of politics can alone form a solid foundatioti of 
pennanent peace^ and that the contraries to them, though 
highly patronized by nations themselves, and their ministerSi 
are no better than vulgar errors. But nations are slow to 
conviction from the personal arguments of individuals. They 
are '^jealous in honor^ seeking that bubble reputation even ia 
the cannon's mouth/' But until a confirmed Millennium 
founded upon wiser principles shall be generally established^ 
the reputation of nations is not merely a bubble. It forms 
their real security. To apply this all in one word, let all 
nations agree with one accord to beat their swords into 
plough-shares, and their spears into pruning hooks — or-^ 
give me wooden wails to Great Britain. I have nothing 
farther to add. My reason for writing this was just to com- 
nmuicate to you, in what position I had delivered over my 
conference and arguments with the late ministry into the 
hands of the present. And I will conclude with your own 
words : may God send us all more wisdom. I am ever most 
affectionately yours, 

D. Habtlet. 

'* P. S. May 17, 1782. Since writing the above, I have 
likewise left a copy of the enclosed preliminaries with Lord 
Shelburne.'' 

Mat/y 1782. 
PRELIMINARIES. 

1. '^ That the British troops shall be withdrawn from the 
thirteen provinces of Nordi America, and a truce made be« 
tween Great Britain and the said provinces, for 

years. (Suppose ten or twenty years.) 

2. ^^ That a negociation for peace shall bon& fide be 
opened between Great Britain and the allies of Am^rv^a* 

S. ^ If die proposed n^^ociatioo between Gnd|UBtitain 
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and the allies of America^ should not succeed so far as to 
proSuce peace, but that war should continue between the 
said parties, that America should act and be treated as a 
neutral nation. 

4. " lliat whenever peace shall take place between Great 
Britain and the allies of America, the truce between Great 
Britain and America shall be converted into a perpetual 
peace. The independence of America shall be admitted and 
guaranteed by Great Britain, and a commercial treaty settled 
between them. 

5. *' That these propositions shall be made to the court of 
France for communication to the American commissioners, 
mod for an answer to the court of Great Britain.'* 

Tiie same day Mr. Grenville visited me. He acquainted 
me that his courier was returned^ and had brought him full 
powers to treat for a peace rvith France and her allies. That 
he had been to Versailles and had shown his power to M. do 
Vergeunes, and left a copy with him. That he had also a 
letter of credence which he was not to deliver till France 
should think fit to send a minister of the same kind to 
London ; that M. de Vergennes had told him he would lay 
it before the king^ and had desired to see him again on Wed- 
nesday. That Mr. Oswald had arrived in London about an hour 
before the courier came away. That Mr. Fox in his letter 
had charged him to thank me for that which I had written, 
and to tell me he hoped I would never forget that he and I 
were of the same countiy. I answered that I should always 
esteem it an honor to be owned as a countryman by Mr. Fox. 
He had requested at our last interview that if I saw no im- 
propriety in doing it, I would favor him with a sight of the 
tfeaty of alliance between France and America. I acquainted 
him that it was primed, Vut if he could not readily meet with 
a topy, I would have one written for htm. And ai. he had 
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not been able to find one, I this day gave it to him. He 
lent me a London Gazette, containing Admiral Rodney's 
account of his victory over M. de Grasse, and the accounts 
of other successes in the East Indies, assuring me however 
that those events made not the least change in the sincere 
desire of his court to treat for peac^. 

In the afternoon the Marquis de la Fayette called upon 
me. I acquainted him with what Mr. Grenville had told me 
respecting his confidential letter, and the expectation that a 
person on the part of this court would be sent to London 
with a commission similar to his. The Marquis told me 
that be was on his way to Versailles, and should see M. de 
Vergennes. We concluded tliat it would now be proper for 
him to make the proposition we had before talked of, thM 
he should be tlie person employed in that service* 

On Monday the 27th I received a letter from Mr. ^ay 
dated the 8tb, acquainting me, that he had received mine of 
the 21st and £2d past, and had concluded to set out for P^rif 
about the 19th, so that he may be expected in a few days. 

I dined this day with Count d'Estaing, ai|d a number of 
brave marine officers that he had invited. We were all a little 
dejected and chagrined with the news. I mentioned by way 
of encouragement the observation of the Turkish Bashaw 
who was taken with his fleet at Lepanto by the Venetians. 
^' Ships," says he, ^^ are Uke my master's beard, you may cut 
it, but it will grow again. He has cut off from your govern- 
ment all the Morea, which is like a limb that you will nevQr 
recover." And his words proved true. 

On Tuesday I dined at Versailles with some friends, so 
was not at home when the JSlarquis de la Fayette called to 
acquaint me, that M. de V.ii^formed him that the full powigr 
received by ^Ir. Grenyil^e from London, related to Fraiioe 
only. The Marqub l^ft for me this iufo|*matipn, which I 
could not uyderstaud. ... 
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On Wednesday I was at court and saw the copy of the 
power. It appeared full with regard to treating with France, 
but mentioned not a word of her allies. And as M. de Ver- 
gennes had explicitly and constantly from the beginning 
declared to the several messengers, Mr. Forth, Mr. Oswald, 
and Mr. Grenville, that France could only treat in concert 
nvith her allies, and it had in consequence been declared on 
the part of the British ministry^ that they consented to treat 
for a general peace, and at Paris^ the sending this partial 
power appeared to be invidious, and a mere invention to oc- 
casion delay, the late disaster to the French fleet having pro* 
bably given the court of England fresh courage, and other 
Tiews. M. de Vergennes said he should see Mr. Grenville 
on Thursday, and would speak bis mind to him on the subject 
very plainly. '* They want," says he, " to treat with us for 
yon ; but this the King will not agree to. He thinks it not 
iconsistent with the dignity of your state. Yon will treat for 
yourselves : and every one of the powers at war with England 
ynl\ make its own treaty. All that is necessary to be ob- 
served for our common security is, that the treaties go hand 
in hand, and are signed all on the same day." 

Prince Bariatinski, the Russian ambassador, was particu- 
larly civil to me this day at court ; apologized for what had 
passed relating to the visit, expressed himself extremely 
sensible of my friendship in covenng the afl^air, which might 
have occasioned to him very disagreeable consequences, &c* 
The Comte du Nord came to M. de Vergennes's while we 
were taking coffee after dinner. He appears lively and 
motive. There was an opera at night for his entertainment. 
The house being richly finished with abundance of carving 
tnd gilding, well illuminated with wax tapers, and the com- 
jpany all superbly dressed, many of the men in cloth of tissue, 
tnd the ladies sparkling with diamonds, formed altogether 
the most splendid spectacle my eyes ever beheld. 
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I hud some little conference to-day with M. M. Berken- 
rode, Vanderpierre, and Boeris, the ambassadors of Ilollnnd, 
and tiie agents of the Dutch East India Company. They 
informed me tiiat the second letter of Mr. Fox to the, 
mediating minister of Russia, proposing a separate peace' 
with Holland, made no more impression than the first, and- 
no peace would be made but in concurrence with France, 

The Swedish minister told me, he expected orders from' 
his court relative to a treaty, &c. 

I had at our last interview given Mr. Grenville a ren**-. 
dezvous for Saturday morning, and having some other- 
engagements for Thursday and Friday, though I wished tpi 
speak with him on the subject of his power, I did not go Uh 
him, but waited his coming to me on Saturday. On Friday^ 
May 31, Mr. Oswald called on me, being just returned, and 
brought me the following letter from D. Hartley, Esq. and. 
two letters from Lord Shelburne, the first of which had beetj^ 
written before Mr. O.'s arrival in London. ,, 

From David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklin. 

My dear Friend, London^ May 25, 178£, 

Yours of the 13th instant I received by Mr. 
Oswald. I did not doubt but that the news of a general aiid^ 
absolute release of the American prisoners which Lord. 
Shelbnrne was so good to communicate to me, in answer to- 
that part of your letter of the 5th of April, in which yoa 
speak so pathetically of sweet reconciliation^ would give yoir 
much sincere and heartfelt pleasm'e. God send that it may 
be the happy omen of final reconciliation and durable peace*' 
I should be very happy to hear that good news from youj^ 
and in any way to contribute to it. Having on that subject 
communicated tlie preliminaries dated May 1782,^ to Lorct 

^■■^— ' I ■ I I 11 ■ mmmmmmmmmmm 
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^ See P. S. to D. Hartley's Letter of May 17, 1782. . . 
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Shelburne, you may be assured that I have no reservations 
upon that head respecting America^ in any circumstances or 
condition whatever. You know all my thoughts upon that 
subject, and tlie principles upon which they are founded^ and 
therefore that they are not changeable. 

It would give me the greatest pleasure if I could hope for 
any opportunity of seeing you. I could say many things 
which are otherwise incommunicable, and which perhaps 
would contribute to facihtate the road to peace. I think I 
^ee^ in many parts^ much matter to work with, out of which 
a peace, honorable to all parties, and upon durable prin^ 
ciples. m'lght be establisilicd. — No degrading or mortifying 
conditions^ to shorten peace^ and rekindle war. Perhaps I 
might not say too much if I were to add that simply the 
adoption of reason among nations^ and the mere rectification 
of obsolete and gotiiic absurdities, which carry no gratifi- 
cation, would aftbrd a fund of remuneration to all parties for 
renouncing those objects of mutual contention, which, in the 
eye of reason^ are no better than creatures of passion, jea- 
lousy and false pride. Until the principles of reason and 
equity ohall be adopted in uational transactions, peace will 
not be durable amongst men. 

These are reflections general to all nations. As to the 
mutual concerns between G. B. and N. A.,^ reconciliation is 
the . tourh-stone to prove those hearts which are without 
alloy. If I can be of any assistance to you in any com- 
munications or explanations conducive to peace, you may 
command iny utmost ficrviccs. Even if a French minister 
were to overbear such an offer, let him not takq it in 
jealous part. Zealously and afiectionately attached to my 
own country and to America, I am nevertheless most per- 



1 Initials for Great Britain and North America, and sometimes 
used as signatures l^ Mr. Hartley and Br. Franklin in their corres- 
pondence. ■*' 
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fectly of accord willi you, that justice and honor should b0 
observed towards all nations. Mr. Oswald will do me the 
favor to convey this to you. I heartily wish him success ia 
bis pacific embassy. Yours ever most affectionately, 

G. B. 

From Lord Suelburne to B. Franklin, Esq. 
Sir, Whitehall, May 21, 1782. 

I am honored with your letter of the 11th 
instant, and am very glad to find, that the couduct which 
the king has im powered me to observe towards Mr. Laurens 
and the American prisoners, has given you pleasure. 

I have signified to Mr. Oswald his Majesty's pleasure, 
that he shall continue at Paris- till he receives orders from 
|ience to return. 

In die present state of this business there is nothing left 
for me to add but my sincere wishes for a happy issue, and 
to repeat my assurances, that nothing shall be wanting on my 
part, which can contribute to it. 

I have the honor to be, with very great regard, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, Shelburne. 

From Lord Shelburne to B. Franklin, Esq. 

Sir, Whitehallj May 26, 1782. 

I have the honor to receive yom^bttec of th0 
13tfa of May by Mr. Oswald. 

It gives me great pleasure to find my opinion of the mo« 
deration, prudence, and judgment of that gentlemfetn, con- 
firmed by your concurrence. For I am glad to assure you^ 
that we likeiivise concur in hoping that those qualities may 
enable him to contribute to the speedy condusioD of a peace, 
and such a peace as may be firm and long-lasting. In that 
hope he has the king^s orders to ratum immediately to f^aris. 
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and you %vill find liiin, I trust, properly instructed to co- 
operate to so desirable an object. 

I have the honor to be, with very sincere respect and 
esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

.Shrlburne. 

I had not then time to converse with Mr. Oswald, and he 
promised to come and breakfast with me on Monday. 

Saturday, June Ist, ^Ir. Grenviile came according to 
appointment. Our conversation began by my acquainting 
him that I had seen M. de Vergennes, and bad perused the 
copy left with him of the power to treat. That after what 
Mr. Grenviile had told me, of its being to treat with France and 
her allies, I was a little surprized to find in it no mention of 
the allies, and that it was only to treat with the king of. 
France and his ministers : that at Versailles there was some 
suspicion of its being intended to occasion delay, the pro- 
fessed desire of speedy peace being perhaps abated in the 
British court since its late successes ; but that I imagined- 
the words relating to the allies might have been accidentally 
omitted in transcribing, or that perhaps he had a special, 
power to treat with us distinct from the other. He an- 
swered, that the copy was right, and that he had no such 
special power in form, but that his instructions were full to 
that purpose, and that he was sure the ministers had no 
desire of delay, nor any of excluding us from the treaty, since 
the greatest part of those instructions related to treating 
with me. That to convince me of the sincerity of his court 
respecting us, he would acqtiaiut me with one of his iDStnic* 
tions, though perhaps the doing it now was premature^ 
and therefore a little inconsistent with the character of a poli-' 
tician, but he had that confidence in me, that he should not 
hesitate to inform me, (though he wished that at present it 
should go no farther,) he was instructed to acknowledge t|ie 
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independence of America, previous to the commencement of 
the treaty. And he said, he could only account for the 
omission of America in the power, by supposing that it was 
an old official form copied from that given to Mr. Stanley 
when he came over hither before the last peace. Mr. Gren- 
ville added, that he had, immediately after his interview with 
M. de Vergennes, dispatched a courier to London, and 
hoped that with his return the difficulty would be removed. 
That he was perfectly assured their late success had made 
no change in the disposition of his court to peace ; and that 
he had more reason than M. de Vergennes to complain of 
delay, since five days were spent before he coold obtain a 
passport for his courier, and then it was not to go and return 
by way of Calais, but to go by Ostend, which would occasicui 
a delay of five days longer. Mr. Grenville then spoke much 
of the high opinion the present ministry had of mo^ 9nd their 
great esteem for me ; their desire of a perfect reconciliation, 
between the two countries, and the firm and general belief i|i 
England, that no roan was so capable as myself of prpppsing 
the proper means of bringing about such a reconciliation $ 
adding, that if the old ministers had formerly been too little 
attentive to my counsels^ the present were very differently 
disposed, and he hoped that in treating with them I would 
totally forget their predecessors. The time has been when 
such flattering language from great men, might have made 
me vainer, and had more effect on my conduct than it can at 
present, when I find myself so near the end of life, ps to 
(esteem lightly all personal interests and concerns, except that 
of maintaining to the last, and leaving behind me, the tolerablj^ 
good character I have hitherto supported. 

Mr. G. then discoursed of our resolution not to treat 
mthout our allies. This, says he, can properly only relate to 
France, with whom you have a treaty of alliance, bat yoa 
Imve none with Spain> you have none with Holland. If 
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Spain and Holland^ and even if France should insist on 
unreasonable terms of advantage to themselves, after you 
Lave obtained all you want, and are satisfied, can it be right 
tliat America should be dragged on in a vvar of their inte* 
rests only? He stated this matter in various lights, and 
pressed it earnestly. I resolved from various reasons to 
evade the discussion, therefore answered, that the intended 
treaty not being yet begun, it appeared unnecessary to enter 
at present into considerations of that kind. The preliminaries 
being once settled and the treaty commenced, if any of the 
other powers should make extravagant demands on England^ 
and insist on our continuing the war till those were complied 
mth, it would then be time enough for us to consider what 
our obligations were, and how far they extended. The first 
Aing necessary was for him to procure the full powers, the 
next for uu to assemble the plenipotentiaries of all the 
belligerent parties, and then propositions might be mutually 
made, received^ considered, answered, or agreed to. In the 
mean time I would just mention to him, that though we were 
yet under no obligations to Spain by treaty, we were under 
obligations of gratitude for the assistance she had afforded 
Qs; and as Mr. Adams had some weeks since commenced a 
treaty in Holland, the terms of which I was not yet acquainted 
with, I knew not but that we might have already some 
alliance and obligations contracted there. And perhaps we 
ought however to have some consideration for Holland on 
this account ; that it was in vengeance fur the friendly dispo* 
iitiou shown by some of her people to make a treaty of 
commerce with us, that England had declared the war 
against her. He said, it would be hard upon England, if 
having given reasonable satisfaction to one or two of her four 
enemies, she could not have peace witli those till she had 
complied with whatever the others might demand, bowever 
unreasonable 9 for so she might be obliged to-paji-fiw efiBigf 
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article four-fold. I observed that when shae made her pr9* 
positions, the more advantageous they were to each, the itoore 
it would be the interest of each to prevail with the others til 
accept those offered to them. We then spoke of the recoup 
ciliation, but his full power not being yet come, I chose to 
defer entering upon that subject at present* I told him I 
had thoughts of putting down in writing the particahu'S thil 
I judged would conduce to that end, and of adding m^ 
reasons; that this required a little time, and I had been 
hindered by accidents, which was true, for I had begun to 
write, but had postponed it on account of his defective 
power to treat. But I promised to finish it as soon as pofrL 
aible. He pressed me earnestly to do it, saving, an exprea* 
sion of mine in a former conversation, that ^^ there slUk 
remained roots of good will in America towards England^ 
which if properly taken care of might produce a reconcilia^ 
tion,^' had made a great impression on his mind, and giveii 
bim infinite pleasure, and he hoped I would not neglect 
furnishing him with the information of what would be neces- 
sary to nourish those roots, and conld assure me, that my 
advice would be greatly regarded. 

Mr. Grenville had shown me at our last interview a letter 
from the Duke of Richmond to him, requesting him to pre* 
vail with me, to disengage a Captain Macleod of the 
artillery from his parole« the Duke^s brother, Lord George 
Lenox, being appointed to the command of Portsmouth) 
and desiring to have him as his aide-de-camp. I had 
promised to consider of it, and this morning I sent him the 
following letter. 

Sib, Passy^ May SI, 1782. 

I do not find that I have any express authority 
to absolve a parole given by «& English officer in J^^cjfhi 
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But desirous of complying witli a request of the Duke of 
Richmond as far as in my power, and being confident that 
tlie Congress will be pleased with whatever may oblige it 
personage they so much respect, I do hereby consent that 
Captain- Macleod serve in his military capacity, in England 
only, till the pleasure of the Congress is known, to whom I 
will wyte immediately, and who I make no doubt will dis* 
charge him entirely. I have the honor to be, 8cc. &c« 

B. Franklin. 

America had been constantly befriended in parliament by 
the Duke of Richmond, and I believed the Congress would 
not be displeased that this opportunity was taken of obliging 
him, and that they would by their approbation supply the 
deficiency of my power. Besides, I could not well refuse 
it after what had passed between Mr. Laurens and me, and 
what I had promised to do for the satisfaction of tliat 
gentleman. 

Sunday, June 2. The Marquis de la Fayette called and 
dined with me. He is uneasy about the delay, as he cannot 
resolve concerning his voyage to America, till some certainty 
appears of there being a treaty, or no treaty. 
. 'riiis day I wrote the following letter to Mr. Adama. 



Sir, Passy^ June 2, 1782. 

Since mine of May 8, I have not had any 
thing material to communicate to your Excellency. Mr. 
Grenville indeed arrived just after I had dispatched that 
letter, and I introduced him to M. de Vergennes ; but as his 
mission seemed only a repetition of that by Mr. Oswald, the 
same declarations of the King of England's sincere desire of 
peace, and willingness to treat of a general pacification with 
til the fowera at war, mid to treat at Paiis^ wUck w«i« 
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answered by the same declarations of the good dispositions 
of this court ; and that it could not treat Mvithout th€ con* 
currence of its allies, I omitted writing till something should 
be produced from a kind of agreement, that M. de Vergennes 
would acquaint Spain and Holland of the overture, and that 
Mr. Grenville would write for full powers to treat and mako 
propositions, See. nothing of importance being in th^meani 
time to be transacted. 

Mr. Grenville accordingly dispatched a messenger for 
Loudon, who returned in about twelve days. Mr. Q. called 
on me after having been at Versailles, and acquainted me, 
that he had received the power, and had left a copy of it witb 
M. de Vergennes, and that he was thereby authoriz^ed to 
treat with France and her allies. The next time I went to 
V ersailles I desired to see that copy, and was surprized 16 
find in it no mention of the allies of France or any one of 
tjiem ; and on speaking with M. de Vergennes about it, T 
found he began to look upon the whole as a piece of artifico 
to amuse us, and gaiu time, since he had uniformly declared 
to every agent who had appeared here, viz. to Forth, Oswald, 
and Grenville, that the King would not treat without the 
concurrence of his allies, and yet England had given a power 
to treat with France only, which showed that she did. not 
intend to treat at all, but meant to continue the war. I had 
not till yesterday an opportunity of talking with Mr. Gren- 
ville on tlie subject, and expressing iny wonder, after what 
he told me, that there should be no mention made of our 
states in his commission ; he could n,ot explain this to my 
satisfaction, but said he believed the omission was occasioned 
by their copying an old commission given to Mr. Stanley at 
the last treaty of peace, for that he was sure the intention 
was, that he should treat with us, his instructions being fully 
to that purpose. I acquainted him that I thought a special 
commitsiou was necessar]r> without wbicbwv could l|ottiell^ 
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ivith him* I imagine that there is a reluctance in their 
King to take this first step, as the giving such a commission 
would itself be a kind of acknowledgment of our indepeiK 
dence; their late success against Comte de Grrasse may 
also have given them hopes that by delay^ and more suc^ 
cesses, they may make that acknowledgment and a peace 
less necessary. 

Mr. Grenville has written to his court for farther instruct 
tions. We shall see what the return of. his couniers will 
produce, if full power to treat with each of the powers at 
war against England does not appear^ I imagine the negocia* 
tion will be broken ofil 

Mr. G. in his conversations with me, insists much on our 
being under no engagements not to make peace without 
Holland. I have answered that I know not but you may 
bave entered into some, and that if there should be none, a 
general pacification made at the same time, would be best 
Ibr U8 all ; and that I believe neither Holland nor We could 
be prevailed on to abandon our friends. What happens 
farther shall be immediately communicated. Be pleased to 
present my respects to Mr. Laurens, to whom I wrote some 
days since. Mr. Jay I suppose is on his way hitheii 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, Sir, your Excel* 
ledcy's, 8cc. &c. B. Franklin. - 

On Monday the 3rd, Mr. Oswald came according to ap* 
pointment. He told me he had seen and had conversatioM 
with Lord Shelbume, Lord Rockingham, and Mr. Fox* 
That their desire of peace continued uniformly the same^ 
though he thought some of them were a little too much 
dated with the late victory in the West Indies ; and when 
observing his coolness they asked him, if he did not think if 
a very good thing ; yes, says he, if you do not rate it too 
liigli* He went on with the utmost frankness to tell- me^ 
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that the peace was absolutely necessary for them. That the 
nation had been foolishly involved in four wars^ and would 
no longer raise money to carry them on^ so that if they con- 
ttttued it would be absolutely necessary to stop payment of 
the interest money on the funds, which would ruin their 
future credit. He spoke of stopping on all sums above 
1000/. and continuing to pay on those below ; because the 
great sums beloi^ed to the rich, who could better bear the 
delay of their interest; and the smaller sums to poorer 
persons, who would be more hurt, and make more clamour ; 
and that the rich might be quieted by promising, them into* 
rest upon their interest. All this looked as if the matter had 
been seriously thought on : Mr. Oswald has lua air of great 
simplicity and honesty, yet I could hardly take this to be 
merely a weak confession of their deplorable state; and 
thought it might be intended as a kind of intimidation, by 
showing us that they had still that resource in their power^ 
which he said would furnish five millions a year. But he 
added^ our enemies may now do what they please with us> 
they have the ball at their foot^ was his expression, and we 
hope they will show their moderation, and their magnanimity. 
He then repeatedly mentioned the great esteem the ministers 
had for me, that they with all the considerate people of Eng- 
land looked to and depended on me for the means of extri* 
eating the nation from its present desperate situation, and 
that perhaps no single man had ever in his hands an oppor- 
tunity of doing so much good, as I had at this present, with 
much more to that purpose : he then showed me a letter to 
him from Lord Shelburne, partly I suppose that I might see 
his Lordship's opinion of me, which, as it has some relation 
to the negociation, is here inserted. He left, it with me, 
requesting that I would communicate it to Mr. Walpole. . 



VOL. II. N 



194 PRIVATE CORRESPONDKNCB PART III.*' 

■ 

SiH, Whitehall^ 3 fay 21, 1782.^ .. 

It ha« fcQched me that Mr. Walpoleeateenw: 
himself much injured by youv going to Paris, and iimt Jw 
conceives it was a measure of mincy intended to take the pre- 
sent negociation \rith the court of France out of his hmndt, 
Mrhich he conceives to have been previously commenced 
through his channel by Mr. Fox. I must desire that yoawitt 
have the goodness to call upon Mr. Waipolc, and explain tO' 
him distinctly, how very little foundation there is for so unjust 
a suspicion, as I know of no such inteicourse. Mr. Fox 
declaresi he considered what had passed between him and 
Mr. Walpole of a mere private nature^ not sufficiently mate* 
rial to mention to the King or the cabinei, and wilt write to 
Mr. Walpole to* explain this distinctly to him.' But if joa 
find the least suspicion of this kind has reached Dr. Franklin, 
«r M. le Comte de Vergennes, I desire that this matter may 
h^ clearly explained to both. I have too much friendship for 
Dr. Franklin, and too much respect for the character of M* 
le Comte de Vergennes, with which I am perfectly acquainted, 
to be so indifferent to the good opinion of either, as to sufiep 
them to believe me capable of an intrigue, where I have bodi 
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1 Since the pablicatton of the first edition of thin work, a vevy 
intimate friend of Mr. Wa1pole*ii has snprgested to the editor, iiM4 
Lord Sbclburue munt have been niisinformed ia regard to Mr. W.'^ 
thiukiug himself aggrieved by Mr. Os>\ aid's mission. But that Mr. 
W. hiui been authorized by a letter from Mr. Fox to negociate rc- 
^spectiug a claim made by the French government in behalf of the 
inhabitants of St. Enstatin, for a compensation for the merobandse, 
8lc. of which they had been phmdored by Admiral, afterwards Lord 
Rodney. That in Mr. Fox's lotier (which this friend aetually aav) 
there was a general iutimaliun of a wisli for peacs, but that Mr. W. 
did not consider himself as authorized to tuke any step towards ob- 
iainiug it ; knd that he is confident he did not expect to be employed 
for the purpose which occasioned Mr. Oswald's misiioB. 
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professed and observed a direct opposite conduct. In truth 
I hold it in such perfect contempt, that however proud 1 
may be to serve the King in my present station or in any 
other, and however anxious I ntay be to serve my coutitry, 1 
should not hesitate a mroment about retiring ftotn any ^itthii^ 
tion which required such services. But I liiust do the liing 
the justice to say;- that his Majesty abhors them, and I nSki, 
liot teH'you^ that it is niy fixed principle that no country in 
iny* moment cart be advantaged by them. I am with grettf 
truth and te^ard, Sir, your riiost obedient btimble aervant, 
' ' Sheibuhnb. 

Ridiard Oswald, Esq. 

In speaking farther of the ministry's opinion of the grettt 
service it might be in my power to render, Mr. Oswald said 
he had told them in one of his conversations, thalt Vrothing tvM 
to be expected of me but consistence, nothing (hi^uitable'td 
Iny diaracter, or inconsistent with my duty to my coihilry; 
I did not ask him the particular occasion of hia saying thki^ 
but thought it looked a little as if something iticofisistHii 
with my duty had been' talked of or propoised: *'' 

Mr. Oswald also gave me a copy of a paper of MEMd** 

• • • • 

ttANDUMS written by Lord Shclbume, vizr- 

1. That I am ready to correspond more particularly wiA 

f 

Dr. Franklin if wished. 

2. That the enabling act is passing with -the insertion 61 
commissioners recommended by Mr. Oswald, and on o^f 
part commissioners will be named, of any character given tm 
Mr. Oswald, which Dr. Franklin and he may judge cbndii'^ 
cive to a final settlement of things between Great Britain and 
America. Which Dr. Franklin very property says require* 
to be treated in a very different manner from the peaci^ 
between Great Britain and France, who have been always at 
enmity with each odier. 



« / 
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. jS» Tiut «n establish ment for the loyalists must always be 
Vpon Mr. Oswald's mind, as it is uppermost in Liord Sbd- 
fume's, besides other steps in their fevor, to influence the 
feveral States to agree to a fair restoration or compensatioa 
for whatever confiscations have taken place. 

' 4* To give Lord Sbelbume's letter about Mr. Walpole to 
Pr« Franklin. 

. On perusing this paper, I recollected that a bill bad beeir 
•ppie time since proposed in parliament to enable ki$ Ma- 
J€$ty t(^ coiu^ude a peace or truce with the revolted Cohmitt 
in America^ whiqh I supposed to be the enabling biM men* 
lioned ; that had hitherto slept, and not having been passed 
was perhaps the true reason why the colonies were not men* 
lioned in Mr. Grenville's commission. Mr. Oswald thought 
it likely, and said that the words " insertion of commissioiiers 
recommended by Mr. Oswald/' related to his advising an 
express mention in the bill of the commissioneis appcnnted 
hf congress to treat of peace, instead of the vague denomina^ 
tioils pf any person or persons j 8cc. in, the first draft of jdbe 
bilL As to the loyalists, I repeated what I said to him when 
first here, that their estates had been confiscated by the laws 
snade in the particular States where the delinquents bad 
resided, ai|d not by any law of Congress, \vho indeed bad oil 
power either to make such laws,, or to repeal them, or to disf* 
pense with them, and therefore could give no power to their 
^mmissioners to treat of a restoration for those people : 
tlMt it was an affair appertaining to each State. That if 
tfiera were justice 19 compensating them, it must be due 
firom England rather than from America ;. but in my opinioiv 
Bogland waa .not under any yeiy great obligations to them, 
^pwe it was by their .n^srepresentations and bad counsels that 
ih» had been -drawn into this miserable war. And that if an 
ancdiiiatT.vjis. to be bi^ug^ against lu for their .losses^ vra 
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they had committed all along thie c6a«ii" ofAiherfca. 
Mr. Oswald agreed to the reasonableness bf'iaU thw,-iiM 
said he had^ before he came away^ told the mibiSters, thA'hi 
thouglht no recompence to those people vhii to b^ exjie^M 
from us; that he had also'^ in eonse<j[tience 'of our fbftif§^ 
conversation on that subject, giveii it a^ his o)>iiii6Ji iRiat 
Canada should be given up to the United States; ti$ it ii'oflfll 
prevent the occasions' of future difFercncfe/hrid as tbegdvehi- 
meht of siich a country was worth nothing, .jmi^ of no ittrt 
poffance if they could have there a free (^CHhmerce'; tfiXt Ibtf* 
Marquis of Rockingham and Lord Shelburne, though they 
sp^ke-'re/sertedly, did not seem very averse to it : but ihaf 
Mh Fox seemed startled at the proposition. He ^S; b6<IN^ 
cv^, not without hopes that it would be agreed to. '^ 

' We nov^ came to another article of the notii, vit. '^^ On oi* 
part cdmmissioners will be named, or an>' character gli^tt'W 
Mr. Oswiald which Dr. Franklin and he may judge cf6ndtfclv# 
to ii final settlement of things between Great Brkain alltf 
America^^ This he said was left entir^y to tih, for be4li# 
nd will in the aifair ; he did not desire to be flirther cMi 
cifrhed than to see it en train ; he bad no personal vi«wi 
either of honor or profit. He had now se^ and converwft 
vnth Mr. Grenville/ thought him a very sensible young'' js^cm' 
tleman, and very capable of the business ; he did not ^enff 
fore see any farther occasion there wils for himself; but if^^ 
thought otherwise, and conceived he mi|;ht be Author UMfid^ 
he was content to give his time and tervice in any ehttnielib 
or manner I should think proper. I said hit knof«itdgB '^ 
America, where he had lived, an4 with ^tnyjmtt of winoli 
and of its commerce and circunjislBncet )i» "Wm w«& 
acquaintedrnva^ie ™6 think that in persmnKng tb« mmtittjr 
to things reasonable relating to thtt countfy,' be could «pc«k 
or write with more we^t than Mr. Orenvflle; and thcuefo ffi 
I iMHid lum to comiiiiie b- ^ tiitMi: mat' I MtiiiiliiBi 
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• .* 

whether he would like to be jokied in a general commissiou 
for treating with all the powers at war with England, or to 
have a special commission to himself for treating with 
America only ; he said he did not chuse to be concerned in 
treating with the foreign powers, for he was not sufficiently a 
master of their affairs, or of the French language, which 
probably would be used in treating ; if therefore be accepted 
of any commission it should be that of treating with America. 
I told him I woidd 'write to Lord Shelburne on' the subjecti 
^tfftjL .^. Grcnville having some time since dispatched a 
courier (partly on account of the commission,) who was not 
yet returned, 1 thought it well to wait a few days till we 
could see what answer he would bring, or what measures 
were taken ; this he approved of. The truth is, he appears 
80 good and so reasonable a man, that though I have no 
pbjection to Mr. Grenville, I should be loth to lose Mr. Os- 
wald. He seems to have nothing at heart but the good of 
mankind, and putting a stop to mischief; the other, a young 
s^tesman, may be supposed to have naturally a little ambition 
of recommending himself as an able negociator. 

In the afternoon Mr. Boeris of Holland, called on me and 
acquainted me that the answer had not yet been given to the 
last memorial from Russia, relating to die mediation ; but it 
was thought it would be in respectful terms to thank her 
imperial Majesty for her kind offers, and to represent the 
propriety of their connection with France in endeavours to 
obtain a general peace, and that thej conceived it would be 
still more glorious for her Majesty to employ her influence in 
procuring a general, than a partial pacification. JMr. Boeris 
fiu-ther informed me, that they were not well satisfied in Hol- 
land with the conduct of the Russian court, and suspected 
^ws of continuing the war for particular purposes. 

Tuesfllay, June 4. I received another packet from Mr. 
Hartlej* . Jfat fa«|usl^.oiMii{i)i««t«s ^ t^,f<2pmle|l||pii^ 
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papers already inserted, and contained nothing new but tbn 
following letter from Colonel Hartley, bis brother, viz. 

Dear Sir, SoIiq Square, Mat/ 9,^^ 11^9.^ 

It is with the greatest pleasure I take up mjr 
pen to acknowledge your remembrance of uie in yours to mj 
brother, and to thajik you for those expressions of regard^ 
which I can assure you are mutual. My brother has desirfl4^ 
mie to copy some letters and papers by way of sending yOU 
duplicates. I am particulaily happy at the empIoymeifV 
because the greatest object of my parliamentary life has beeiK 
to co-operate with him in his endeavours to pot a period (^ 
this destructive war, and forward the blessed work of peaceu 
I hope to see him again in that siluation where he can Hf 
well serve his country with credit to himself, and while I« 
have the honor of being in parliament, my attention will be 
continued to promote tlie effects, which will naturally flow 
from those principles of freedom and universal pfailautbft>(q^ 
you have both so much supported. While I copy his wordSf 
my own feelings and judgment are truly in unison, and I 
have but to add the most ardent wish that peace and h^ppi^ 
ness may crown the honest endeavours towards so desir-abfe 
an end. I am, dear Sir^ with the greatest respect and esteenii 
yours sincerely, W- H- Ua&tl£Y.<. 

Dn Franklin. 



<t 



Wednesday, June 5« Mr. Oswald called again to 
acquaint me that Lord Cornwallit being very anxious to bf 
discharged from hit parole as soon as possibly has sent UK 
a Major Ross bitber to nolicit it, supposing Mr.- Laurent 
might be here with me. Mr. Oswald told me, what I bad 
not before heard, that Mr. L&urens while prisoner in lb# 
Tower, had proposed obtaining the diacb^rga of Lord Com* 
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his Utmost endeavours to that purpose, in case he was sej 
at liberty, not doubting the success. I communicated to 
Mr. Oswald what had already passed between Mr. Laurent 
and me respecting Lord Cornwallis ; which appears in the 
preceding letters^ and told him, I should have made less 
difficulty about the discharge of his parole, if Mr. Laurens 
had informed me of his being set at liberty in consequence of 
such an offer and promise ; and I wished him to state this in 
a letter to me, that it might appear for my justification in 
what I might with Mr. Laurens do in the afiair; and that 
be would procure for me from Major Ross a copy of die 
parole, that I might be better acquainted ndth the nature of 
it. He accordingly in the afternoon sent me the foUowiiq^ 
letter. 

Sir, Paru, June 5, 1783, 

While Mr. Laurens was under confinement 
in England, he promised, that on condition of his being 
liberated upon his parole, he would apply to you for tn 
exchange in favor of my Lord Cornwallis, by a discharge of 
bis Lordship's, granted upon the surrender of his garrison^at 
the village of York in Virjginia : and, in case of your being 
under any difficulty in making such exchange, he undertook 
to write to the Congress, and to request it of that Assembly ; 
making no doubt of obtaining a favoraUe anBrirei' witbout 
loss of time. 

This proposal, signed by Mr. Laurens's hand, F carried 
^nd delivered, 1 think, in the month of December last, to his 
Majest;y's then Secretaries of State, which was duljp attended 
Ip; and in consequence thereof, Mr. Laurens was soon after 
yet at full liberty. And though not a prisoner under pliro)^, 
yet it i»:|o be hoped a variation in the mode of di8cbaige^.«iU 
not be suppose^ of ^ny essential difference. . 
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consider himself as ^ much- interested in the success of diit^ 
application as if his own dbcbargd had been obtained under 
the form as proposed by the representation which I delirereif 
to the Secietaries of State;' and I make no doubt will Bm*\ 
cerely join my Lord Cornwallis im an acknowiedgmentufi 
your iavbr and good offices in granting his Lordship a Atf 
discharge of his parole abovementioned. I have the homnr 
to be, with much respect, Sir^ your most obedient^ humfale*^ 
servant^ ...,.;. j * 

: Richard Oswald. *' 

' ' • \ ' '' 

^P. S. Msjor Ross has got no copy of Lord Comwallis'«* 
parole. He says it was in the common form, as in like 
cases. '-^^ 

Since writing the above, I recollect I was under a mis* 
take, as if the proposal of exchange came first from Mr* 
Laurens ; whereas it was made by Ms Maje^y's Secretaries 
of State to me, that Mr. Laurens should endeavour to pro*, 
cure the exchange of Lord Cornwallis, so as to be disfc' 
charged himself. Which proposal I carried to Mr. Laurens^ 
and had from him the obligation abovementioned, upe» 
which the mode of his discharge was settled. R« O.^ <' 



Tio the foregoing I wrote tbia answer. 

.1 
SiR^ Paw/, June 6y I76i2i» 

I rec^ved the letter you did me the honor of 
wiitiog to me, respecting the ))anrfe of Lord Comwalliv^ 
Yon are acquainted with what I Wrote some time since td^ 
Mr. Laurens. To-morrow is post day firom Holland, wheil 
poesibly I may receive an answer, with a paper drawn up lijr 
bim for the purpose of dbchal^ng that parde^ to 'be di|[iliKl 
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the Amerioan Cofistitutions publi Aed by order of Congrew. 
As such imperfect accounts of our conversations find their 
wsy into the English papers, I must speuk to ^is gentleum 
6f its impropriety. 

' Sunday, June 9* Dr. Bancroft being intimately acquainted 
with Mr. Walpoie, I this day gave liim Lord Shelbume'» 
letter to Mr. Oswald, requesting he would communicate 
it to that gentleman. Dr. Bancroft said it was believed, 
both Russia and ttie Emperor wish the continuance of the 
wtr, and aimed at procuring for England a peace witb 
Holland, that England might be better able to continue it 
egainet France and Spain. 

The Marquis de la Fayette having proposed to call on me 
te»day, I kept back the discharge of Lord Cornwallis, which 
ins written and ready, desiring to have his approbation to it; 
ei he had id a former cpnversation advised it. He did not 
^Ome, but late in the evening sent me e note acquainting 
106) that he bad been prevented, by accompanying the 
Orand Dnke^ tp the review, but would breakfast widi mp 
tiMnorrow npoming. 

•' This day I received a letter from Mr. Dana, dated at 
St. Petersburgh, April Q,g, in which is the following passage. 
^ We yesterday received the news that the States General 
Itad on the 19th of this month (N. S.) acknowledged the in* 
dependence of the United States. This event gave a shock 
here, and is not well received, as they at least profess to 
have lettered themselves that the mediation would have 
prevented it, and otherwise brought on a partial peace be* 
tween Britain and Holland. Thb resentment will not be 
pfoductive of any ill consequences to the Dutch republic.'* 
It is true diat while the war continues Russia feels a greater 



t The Grand Duke of Russia then at Paris» VBder the title of tlif 
CSwnls|fti ^afdL Allaiaraidli tb& SiHfarar Attd. 
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require ; therefore the grantiug America all that she ^sks.pf 
Eoglandy is breaking the bond by which tlie circumstance 
^lay bind America to France. ,, 

*' The second article says, the meaning and direct end pf Uift 
aUiance is^ to ensure the freedom and independence of Awe* 
rica. Surely, then, when freedom and indepeodence wf^ 
allowed by Britain, America may or may not| as she chu949fl^ 
put an end to the present war between England and America^ 
and leave France to war on llirough all her mad proje»ct$ ^ 
];educiug the power and greatness of l^nglanc^ while America 
feels herself possessed of what she wishes* ., 

^' By the eighth article of the treaty neither Ffancf? ,g| 
America can conclude peace without the assent of the Qt^er ; 
^nd they engage not to lay down their arqas, until t^e in4^*; 
p^ndence of America is acknowledged ; but this article Hoaf 
not exclude America from entering into a separate treatj 
for peace with England, and evinces more strongly tbaa.|b^ 
former article, that America may enter into a separate trea^ 
with England, wh^a she is convinced th^t England bajs 09% 
sured to her, all that she can reasonably ask.'' . ; 

I conjecture that this must be an extract frpm a lettef of 
Mr. Grenville's. But it carries an appearance as if he 1^94 
I had agreed in fheae imaginary discourses of Am£riQa'# 
being at liberty to make peace without France, Sec. Wh^ra«f 
9iy whole discQiirae in the strongest terms declared our detem 
loinatioDS to the contrary, and the impossibility of o]ur acti^ 
not only contrary to the treaty, but tbe duties pf grititii|4f 
and honor, of which aothing is fnentipned. This yoking a«kt 
gQciator seems to value hi^oaelf pn haviag ol^ained ffoin am 
a copy of the treaty. I gave it him freely? at bis requ^t.;. .^ 
^ing ngt so much a secret as he imagined, having b^Qi| 
printed, first in all the American papers, soon after it wftf 
P144b; then at I^ondon iq AJiQpii's Remembrancer, which I 
wonder he did not iMW^j^jW^^ ^ ^ W W ^ ^ 9^ 
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the American Constitutions publislied by order of Congrem. 
As such imperfect accounts of our comrersations find their 
way into the English papers^ I must speak to this gentlemaB 
of its impropriety. 

Sunday, June Q. Dr. Bancroft being intimately acquainted 
with Mr. Walpole, I this day gave liim Lord Shelbume's 
letter to Mr. Oswald, requesting he would commnnicata* 
it to that gentleman. Dr. Bancroft said it was believed, 
both Russia and ttie Emperor wish the continuance of the' 
war, and aimed at procuring for England a peace wkh^ 
Holland, that England might be better able to continue h 
againat France and Spain. 

The Marquis de la Fayette having proposed to call on me 
tD-day, I kept back the discharge of Lord Cornwallis, which 
was written and ready, desiring to have his approbation to it," 
•s he had in a former conversation advised it. He did not 
come, but late in the evening sent me 9 note acquainling- 
Bie, that he bad been prevented, by accompanying thtf 
Grand Duke^ tp the review, Uit would breakfast widi nt^ 
tp-4norrow n^orning. 

This day I received a letter from Mr. Dana, dated at 
St. Petersburgh, April Qg, in which is the following passage. 
<« We yesterday received the news that the States General 
bad on the 19th of this month (N. S.) acknowledged the in*' 
dependence of the United States. This event gave a shock 
bere, and is not well received, as they at least profess to 
bave iattered themselves that the mediation would have 
prevented it, and otherwise brought on a partial peace be* 
Iween Britain and Holland. This resentment will not be 
productive of any ill consequences to the Dutch republic.'* 
It is true that while the war continues Russia feels a greater 

•.^— —— ^— i*^^.^— — — ^M— i,^— ■—— ^— — — ^— — ^— ^M ■■^■—1 ^l^ 

1 The Oraad Dole, of Rnstia then at Paris, mder the Utto of t|iff 
CtartviAi NtfA ■ lIlMimii tte ]hv««r PWL '"- - ' '' ''''''' 



P4ltT IIX^ OF BBK^4mK .PJBIAVKUN« . 9Q( 

demand for the naval stores^ and perhaps at a highfor pt^c§i( 
but is it possible that for such petty, iptereits inankind catt 
wish to see their neighbours destroy each other i Or, \^ 
the project lately talked of, some foundation, that Russia and 
the Emperor intend driving the Turks out of Europe ; and 
do they therefore wish to see Frfmce and En|^nd so weakp 
ened as to be unable to assist those people i 

Monday, June 10. The Marquis de Ta Fayette did aotr 
come till between 1 1 and 12. He brought with him MafOfC 
Ross. After breakfast he told me (Major Ross being goB# 
into another room) that be had seen. Mr. Grenville lateljji 
who asked him when he should go to America* That hi 
had answered, '^ I hafe stayed here longer than I shoiild 
otherwise have done, that I might see whether we were. to 
have peace or war, but as I see that the expectation igf 
peace is a joke, and that you only amuse us without any re^ 
intention of treating; I think to stay no longer, but set ou^ 
ill a £ew days." On which Mr. Grenville assnred him, il 
was no joke, that they were very sincere in their proposal at 
treating, and that four or five days would convince tbt^ 
Marquis of it. The Marquis then spoke to me about* • 
request of Major Ross's in behalf of himself, Lord Chewtoa^ 
a lieutenantrcolonel, and Lieutenant Haldane, who wiarr^' 
aids-de«canip to Lord Cornwallis, ibat they too might be a^ 
at liberty with him. I told the Marquis that he was. bet^tf; 
acquainted with the custom in such cases than I, and beiini 
himself one of the Generals to whom their paroles. ha4 hnmi 
given, he h^d more right to discharge them than I had, ^andnthi^ 
if he judged it a thing proper to be done, I wished him tp do it^ii 
He went to the bureau, saying, be would write something^} 
which he. accordingly did*. But it was .not as I r^xpectedal 
a discharge that he wfis to sign^it was for me to sig n. An^ 
the Major not liking that which,! had. drawn for Lord Com-r 
wallis, because tfaer^jEy^$|M|(^ ItrAVfiSWS lP«Vl<WpS»?. 



fte approbation or disallowance of my iact, went away with- 
out taking if!. Upon which I the next morning wrote thie 

» 

following to Mr. Oswald* 

SiK, Paay^ Sane 1 1, 1782. 

t did intend to have waited on you this morning 
to enquire after your health, and deliver the enclosed paper 
relating to the parole of Lord Cornwallis, but being obliged 
fo go to Versailles, I must postpone my visit till to-morrow. 
I do not conceive that I have any authority in virtue of ihy 
office here to absolve that parole in any degree: I have 
theriefore endeavoured to found it^'^well as I could on the 
express power given me by Congress to exchange General 
Burgoyne for Mr. Laurens. A reservation is made, of c6n« 
fimiation or disapprobation by Congress, not from any 
desire in me to restrain the entire liberty of that General ; 
but because I think it decent and my duty to make sucll 
reservation, and that I might otherwise be blamed as assuming 
a power not given me, if I undertook to discharge absolutely 
a parole given to Congress, without any authority from them 
for so doing. With great esteem and respect, I have the 
honor to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

B. Franklin^ 
I have received no answer from Mr. Laurens. 

The following is the paper mentioned in the above letter. ■ 

'^The Congress having, by a resolution of the 14th o^ 
June last, impowered me to offer an exchange of General 
Burgoyne for the honorable Mr. Laurens, then a prisoner in 
the Tower of London, and whose liberty they much desirea 
to obtain ; which exchange^ though proposed by me accord- 
ing to the said resolution, had not been accepted or execut^d^ 
trhen advice was received that General Burgoyne was' ex- 
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cbanged in virtue *of another agreement; and Mri.Laureaa 
having thereupon proposed another Lieutenant-General, viz* 
Lord Cornwallis, as an exchange for himself^ pronrismg that 
if set at liberty he would do his utmost to obtain a tronfirma- 
tion of that propos&l : and Mr. Laurens being soon after 
discharged, dnd having since nfged me earnestly in several 
letters, to join with him in absolving the parole of &at' 
General, which appears to be a thing just and eqiiitiable i)ir 

■ ' ' ' ^ 

itself, and for the honor therefore of our country;' 1 m 
hereby as far as in my power lies, in virtue of the above^ 
xn^htioned resolution* or otherwise, absolve and discharge 
tiie parole of Lord Comwallis given by him in Virgima;^ 
setting hhn at entire iroerty to act in his civil and inilitary* 
capacity until tlie pleasure of Congress shall be known, to^ 
wfaoni is reserved the confirmation or disapprobation of this 
discharge, in case they have madej or shall intend to maie 
a different disposition. Given at Passy, this Qth day of 
June, 1782. 

(Signed) B. Franklin, 

Minister Plenipotentiary fr»m the United States 
of Ameriea, at the Court of France.*^ 

■ . . • 

I did not weH comprehend the Major's conduct in refusing 
this paper. He was come express iVom London to solicit tf 
discharge of Lord C.'s parole. He had said that his Lordship 
was very anximis to obtain that discharge, being unhappy 
in his present situation. One of his objections to it was; 
that his Lordship with such a Hmited discharge of his pardW 
could not enter into foreign service. He decfared it was not 
his Lqrdship's intention to return to America. He would 
not accept the paper, unless the reservation was omitted. I 
did not chuse to make the alteration ; and so he left it, itoi 
well pleased with me. 

This dqr> Tueaday, June 11^ 1 wA at Versaffles and IMt 
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n good deal of conversation with M. de Rayneral, Secratai; 
to the Council. I sbowed him the letters I bad received by 
Mr. Osvi'ald from Lord Shelburne, and related all the con- 
aequent conversation I had with Mr. Oswald. I related to 
him also the conversation I had had with Mr. Grenville. 
We concluded that the reason of bis courier not being re* 
turned might be the formalities occasioning delay in pasting 
the enabling bill. I went down with him to the cabinet of 
M. de Vergennesy where all was repeated and explaiaed^ 
That minister seemed now to be almost persuaded that (&• 
English Court was sincere in its declarations of being desirous 
of peace. We spoke of all its attempts to separate us^ aqd 
of the prudence of our holding together, and treating iq 
concert. I made one remark, that as they had shown so 
atroi^ a desire of disuniting us, by large offers to each par* 
ticular power, plainly in the view of dealing more advaota* 
geously with the rest ; and had reluctantly agreed to make a 
general treaty, it was possible that after making a peace with 
all, they might pick out one of us to nuike war with separately. 
Against which project, I thought it would not be amiss if, 
before the treaties of peace were signed, we who were at war 
against England, should enter into another treaty, engaging 
ourselves diat in such case we should again make it a com- 
mon cause, and renew die general war ; which he seemed 
to approve of. He read Lord Shelbume'a letter relating to 
Mr. Walpole, said that gentleman had attempted to open 
a negociation through the Marquis de Castries, who bad 
told him he was come to the wrong house, and should go to 
M. de Vergennes ; but he never had appeared. That he 
was an intriguer, knew many people about the Court, and 
was accustomed to manage his affairs by hidden round-about 
ways ; '^ but," said he, '< when people have any thing to 
propose that relates to my employment, I think ihey should 
c«flic directly to me, my cabinet ia the place where such 
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aiiairs are to' be treated." On the whole, he seemed rather 
pleased that Mr. Walpole had not come to him, appearing 
not to lik'e him. I learnt that Mr. Jay had taken leave on 
the 7th past of the Spanish minister in order to come hither, 
ao'that he may be daily expected. But I hear nothing q( 
Mr/'Laiirens or Mr. Adams. 

?r''W(4dnesday Jun6 12. I visited Mr. Oswald this morning. 
Re .said he had received the paper I sent him relating lo 
the ' parole of Lord Cbrnwallis, and had by conversing with 
Mdjor Ross convirfced him of his error in refusing it. Tliat 
he 'saw F had done every thing that could be fairly desired 
of me, and smd every thing in the paper, that could give 
weight to the temporary discharge, and tend to prevail with' 
the Congfess to confirm arid complete it. Major Ross coming 
in ittade an apology for not having accepted it at first, declared' 
h\i perfect satisfectiun with it^ and said he was sure Lord 
> Cornwallis would be very sensible of the favor. He then 
mentioned the custom among military people, that in dis« 
charing the parole of a General, that of his Aid^s was 
discharged at the same time. I answered that I was a 
stranger to the customs of the army ; that J had made the 
most of the authority I had for exchanging General Burgoyne 
by extending it as a foundation for the exchange of Lord 
Cornwallis ; but that I had no shadow of authority for going* 
farther : that the Marquis de la Fayette having been present, 
when the parole was given, and one of the Generals who 
received it, was I thought more competent to the dischai^e 
of it than myself, and I could do nothing in it. He weiiC 
then to the Marquis, who in the afternoon sent me the draft 
of a limited discharge which he should sign, but requested 
my approbation of it, of which I made no difficulty ; though 
I observed he had put into it that it was by my advice. He 
appears very pnidently cautious of doing any" thing that may 
seem aasuming a power that he is not vettM with. ^ * ' 

TOL. II. o 
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Friday tbe 14th Mr. Boeris called again, wi&hing to know 
if Mr. GrenvUle^s courier was returned, and whether the 
U'eaty was likely to go on. I could give biin no information. 
He told me that it was intended in Holland in answer to die 
last Russian memorial to say, that they could not now enter 
into a particular treaty with England, that they thought it 
more glorious for her Imperial Majesty to be the mediatrix 
in a general treaty, and wished her to name the place. I 
said to him, '* as you tell me their H. M. are not well satisfied 
with Russia, and had rather avoid her mediation, would it 
not be better to omit the proposition at least of her naming 
the place, especially as France, and England, and America 
have already agreed to treat at Paris?*' He replied, ''it 
might be better, but," suid he, ^^ we have no politicians 
among us." I advised him then to write, and get that 
omitted, as I understood it would be a week, before the 
answer was concluded on. He did not seem to think hia 
writing would be of much importance. I have observed 
that his colleague M. Vanderpierre has a greater opinion bj 
fiir of his own influence and consequence. 

Saturday 15th June. Mr. Oswald came to breakfast 
with me. We afterw ards look a walk in the garden, when he 
told me Mr. Grenville's courier returned last night : that he 
bad received by him a letter from Mrs. Oswald, but not a 
line from the ministry, nor had he heard a word from them 
since his arrival ; nor had he heard of any news brought bj 
the courier. That he should have gone to see Mr. Gren- 
ville this morning, but had omitted it, that gentlemaa being 
subject to morning head-aches, which prevented his rising so 
early. I said I supposed he would go to Versailles, and call 
on me in his return. We had but little farther discourse 
having no new subject. 

Mr. Oswald left me about noon, and soon after Mr. Gren* 
ville camei and acquainted me with the retnro.of hit €ouiiir» 
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anddiat ho had braogjhyt the fuH p<mer». That iNf^Mr. 13,4 
hmi hcaprt ytriaiUeg, Mid left • copy wkh M, de Y^ifigfMUU 
Tbalf the iostrameot ^'m in iht iame tafms wiAi 4cui.(ptmtn 
except that after the power to treat with the king of FrawcH 
^ hk miniitsre, there was. an addittoo of wards impartiqif 
a power to treat widi the jnioitterf of any olbcar rpmaeafMr 
itata> wham^k aught oanoem. Thai M. da V^ifaaatirhnA 
it finlohjattalt to thaae geaand wiaidiiaanaC Imog jMulhi 
ctikr eaoughy bat said ha would hj it hafiwre theiKaogy anA 
ooaiiniinicale it to tba muuetcrs of the bdhgeiaat pawaiNii 
and thai Mr* GrenviUe sbaoid hear from him aa.MondajFlt 
Mn Gieavilla added^ thitf h# bad farther informed M» de VaN 
gennea ofihis bring now instructed to make a propoailion, an^ 
a haeif 4v the intended ti^^ity^ta wit, the paai» of 17^9^ 
That the proposition mieaded to be- made under his finti' 
powers^ not bmg dien veceivadi Has now lAaagdd, a^A: 
instead of proposing to allow die iadepeadeaoe of AmericacNh 
eon£tioa of England's being put into the ntuation she wfHk 
in at the peace qf 1768> he was now aathoriaad to dechnit 
the independence of Ameriea pravioas to. tba Maty as.H 
Tcduntary act, and to propose separately as a basis the traatju 
of 1763. This also M, de Vei|;enaes undertook' to. Uf 
before the King, and oemaMiniaato to ma> BIr. ^SrenigiMfr 
than said tomci be hoped aU difficulties wsara now removedd 
and that we^might proceed in the good work. I asked bisiji 
i£ the aanbling bUl waa passed* He said, No. It bp4r 
passed the Ooawainnn aad bad baeaonca maAin the HoufAfr 
of liovda, bat was not yet oompletedi I remarked^ that tbir 
usosl time approached far Ae^psorsfatioii of parliameaV/ 
and possibly Ibis business riught be omittad. Ha said tben^ 
was no dioipw of that, the parliameiMt womU oat rise thai« 
year till the middle of Jttfy. Itie India aSurs had put baabi 
other baaine8%wbMbasasl b^ daos^asrf wouU re^uira % 
jMlM8aim«f *r stMaii>4iB«iiiliiM > .i tbwiAiiwiiil 
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to him, that though we Americans considered ourselves as a 
distinct independent power or state, yet as the British govern- 
ment had always hitherto affected to consider us only as 
rebellious subjects, and as the enabling act was not yet 
passed^ I did not think it could be fairly supposed that his 
court intended by the general words anif other prince or stai€ 
to include a people whom they did not allow to be a state ; 
and that therefore I doubted the sufficiency of his power as 
to treating with America, though it might be good as to Spain 
and Holland. He replied, that he himself had no doubt of 
the sufficiency of his power, and was willhig to act upon it. 
I then desved to have a copy of the power, M'hich he accord- 
ingly promised me. He would have entered into conversa- 
tion on the topic of reconciliation, but I chose still to wave 
it, till I should find the ncgociation more certainly com- 
menced ; and I showed him the London paper containing the 
article above transcribed P. that he might see how our con- 
versations were misrepresented, and how hazardous it must 
be for me to make any propositions of the kind at present. 
He seemed to treat the newspaper lightly as of no conse- 
quence ; but I observed that before he had finished the 
reading of the article, he turned to the beginning of the paper 
to see the date, which made me suspect that he doubted 
whether it might not have taken its rise from some of his 
letters. 

When he left me I went to dine with M. de Chaumont, 
who had invited me to meet there Mr, Walpole at his request. 
We shook hands, and he observed that it was near two 
years since we had seen each other. Tlien stepping aside, 
he thanked me for having communicated to him Lord Shel- 
bumc's letter to Mr. Oswald; thought it odd that Mr. 
Oswald himself had not spoken to liim about it ; said he had 
received a letter from Mr. Fox upon the affair of St. Eustatia^ 
in which there were some general words expressiDg a desire. 
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of peace ; that he had mentioned this to M. de Castries, who 
had referred him to M. de Vergennes, but he did not think it 
a suffiijient authority to go to that minister. It was known 
that he had business with the minister of the marine on the 
other affair, and therefore his going to him was not takeq 
notice of; but if he had gone to M. de Vergennes, ministej 
of foreign affairs, it would have occasioned speculation and 
much discourse; that he had therefore avoided it till fad 
should be authorized, and had written accordingly to Mr. 
Fox, but that in the mean time Mr. Oswald had been chosen 
upon the supposition that he (Mr. Walpole) and I were at 
variance. He spoke of Mr. Oswald as an odd kind of man, 
but that indeed his nation were generally odd people, &c. 
We dined pleasantly together with the family, and parted 
agreeably without entering into any particulars of the business. 
Count d'Estaing was at this dinner, add I met him again ia 
the evening at Madame Brillon's. There is at present 
among the people much censure of Count de Grasse's conp- 
duct, and a general wish that Count d^Estaing had the 
command in America. I avoid meddling, or even speaking 
on the subject, as improper for me, though I much esteem 
that commander. 

Sunday l6th I heard nothing from Versailles. I received 
a letter from Mr. Adams acquainting me be had drawn upon 
me for a quarter's salary, which he hoped would be the last, 
as he now found himself in a way of getting some money 
there, though not much ; I have not a line from Mr. LaurcDs 
which I wonder at. I received also a letter from Mr. Car- 
michael dated June oth at Madrid. He speaks of Mr. Jay 
being on his journey, and supposes he would be with me 
before that letter, so that I may expect him daily. We have 
taken lodgings for him at Paris. 

onday 17th I received a letter from Mr. Hodgson 9c- 
quaintiug me that the American. prisoners sit Portsmouth, to 
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the number of 330, were all embarked on board the trans- 
ports; that each had received twenty shillings worth of 
necessaries at the expence of government, and went on board 
in good humour. That contrary winds had prevented the 
transports arriving in time at Plymouth, but that the whole 
number now there of our people, amounting to 700 with 
those arrived from Ireland, would be soon on their way 
home. 

In the evening the Marquis de la Fayette came to see me, 
and said he had seen M. de Yergennes who was satisfied 
"with Mr. Grenville's powers. He aked me what I thought 
of theni, and I told him what I had said to Mr. Grenville of 
their imperfection with respect to us. He agreed in opinion 
wth me. I let him know that I proposed writing to M. de Vcr- 
gennes to-morrow. He said he had signed the paper relating 
'to Major Ross's parole, and hoped Congress would not 
take it amiss; and added, that in conversation with the 
Major, he had asked him, why England was so backward to 
make propositions ? We are afraid, said the Major, of 
offering you more than you expect or desire. 

I find myself in some perplexity, with regard to these two 
ncgociators. Mr. Oswald appears to have been the choice 
of Lord Shelbume : Mr. Grenville that of Mr. Secretary 
Fox. Lord Shelburne is said to have lately acquired much 
of the King's confidence : Mr. Fox calls himself the minister 
of the people, and it is certain his popularity is lately much 
increased. Lord S. seems to wish to have the management 
of the treaty ; Mr. Fox seems to think it in his department. 
I hear that the understanding between those ministers is not 
quite perfect. Mr. Grenville is clever, and seems to feel 
reason as readily as Mr. Oswald, though not so ready to own 
it. Mr. Oswald appears quite plain and sincere. I some« 
times a little doubt Mr. Grenville. Mr. Oswald, as an old 
man, seems to have now no desire bnt that! of being wefiil in 



doing good. Mr. Grenville, a ywnig man, naturally desiroui iff 
acquiring reputation, seems to aim at that of being an am 
niegociator. OsVvald does not solicit to have any share in tm 
bu6iQe3S, but submitting the matter to Lord S. and me tip* 
presses only his willingness to serve, if we think he may hit 
iiseful> and is eqaalljr. willing to be excused if we judge theff j|s 
no occasion for himv GreitviUe seems to think the whole ntfll* 
ciatton committed to him, and to have no idea of Oswahfii 
being concerned in it; and is therefore wiUiug to estend«lhi 
expressions in his commission, so as to make thenl conspw* 
bend America, and this beyond what I think they will bei|f • 
I imagine we might however go on very well wijth either of 
them, though I should prefer Oswald; but I apprehend 
difficulties if they are both employed, especially if there ji 
may misundek^tandii^ between their principals. I must hon^ 
ever write to Lord S. proposing something in cortsequeHi^ 
of his oStr of vesting Mr. Oswald with any commission Aft 
gentleman and I should think proper. ^ 

Tuesday 18tb. I found myself much indisposed with i 
sodden and violent Cold, attended widi a feverisbness waA 
bead'-aehe. I imagined it to be an effect of the influenxa^ A 
disorder now reigning in various parts of Europe. Tl|b 
prevented my going to Versailles. 

Thursday 120th. Weather excessively hot, and my disor- 
der continuei, but is lessened, the head*aohe having left tfii» 
I am however not yet able to go to VerSeilleSi 

Friday dist I receved ttie following note from the Mims 
quia de la Fayette^ 

I 

Fenaittet, Ihundmy Motmng^ June 90, 1764. 
MrDibABSin, 

Agitable to your detire I binre waited npoH 
Count de Vergennes, and said to him what I bad in tottuMoA 

fra«t.)*iifSxMtt«itiy. HeiMWltl«kiAgilieSi^ 
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this morning, and expects he will he able to propose Mr. 
Grcnville a uieeting for to-morrow, where he will have time 
to explain himself respecting France and her allies, that he 
may make an oflicial connnunication both to the King and 
the allied ministers. What Count de Vergennes can make 
out of this conversation will be communicated by him to your 
Excellency in case you are not able to come, — in the other 
case I shall wait upon you to-morrow evening with every 
information I can collect. I have the honor to be very 
respectfully, my dear Sir, your obedient servant, and affec- 
tionate friend, 

La Fayette. 

In the evening the Marquis called upon me, and acquainted 
me that Mr. Grenville had been with Count de Vergennes, 
but could not inform me what had passed. 

Saturday 22d. Mr. Oswald and Mr. Whiteford his secre- 
tary came and breakfasted with me. Mr. O. had received 
no letter or instructions. I told him I would write to Lord 
Shelburne respecting him, and call on him on Monday morn- 
ing to breakfast, and show him what I proposed to write, 
that it might receive such alterations as he should judge 
proper. 

Sunday 23d. In the afternoon Mr. Jay arrived, to my 
great satisfaction. I proposed going with him the next 
morning to Versailles, and presenting him to M. de Vergennes. 
He informed me, that the Spanish ministers had been 
much struck with the news from England respecting the reso- 
lutions of parliament to discontinue the war in America, &c., 
and that they had since been extremely civil to him, and 
he understood intended to send instructions to the ambas- 
sador at this court) to make the long talked of treaty with 
him here. 

Monday 24th. Wrote a note of excuse to Mr. Oswald 
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promising to see him on Wednesday, and went with Mr. Jay 
to Versailles. M. de Vergennes acquainted us, that he hadi 
given to Mr. Grenville the answer to his propositions, who 
had immediately dispatched it to his court. He read it to u% 
and I shall endeavour to obtain a copy of it. M. de Vergennes 
informing us that a frigate was about to be dispatched for 
America/ by which we might write, and that the courier who 
was to carry down the dispatches would set oflf on W^edncip- 
day morning, we concluded to omit going to court on Tuesdaj, 
in order to prepare our letters. M. de Vergennes appeared 
to have some doubts about the sincerity of the British court, * 
and the bonne foi of Mr. Grenville; but said the return of 
Mr. G.'s courier might give light. 

I received the following letter from Mr. Adams, dated tb^ 
Hague, June 13, 178^, 

* 

From his Excellency John Adams, Esq. to Db. 

Franklin. 

Sir, The Hague, June 13, 1782. 

I had yesterday at Amsterdam, the honor of 
receiving your Excellency's letter of June 2nd. 

The discovery that Mr. Grenville's power was only to 
treat with France does not surprize me at all. The British 
ministry are too divided among themselves, and have too ' 
formidable an opposition against them, in the King and the 
old ministers, and are possessed of too little of the confi- 
dence of the nation, to have courage to make concessions of 
any sort, especially since the news of their successes in the 
East and West Indies. What their vanity will end in God 
only knows : for my own part, I cannot see a probability 
that they will ever make peace, until their finances are mined, 
and such distresses brought upon them^ as will work up their 
parties into a civil war. 
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I wish tlieir enemies could by any means be persuaded to 
carry on the war against them in places, where they might 
be sure of triumphs, instead of insisting upon pursuing it^ 
where they are sure of defeat. But we must take patience, 
and wait for time to do, what wisdom might easily and 
soon do. 

I have not as yet taken any engagements with the Dutch 
not to make peace without them ; but I will take such en- 
gagements in a moment, if the Dutch will take them, and 
I believe they would very cheerfully. I shall not propose 
it however till I have the concurreuce of the Duke de la 
Vauguyon, who will do nothing without the instructions €^ 
his court. I would not delay it a moment from any expecta- 
tion that the English will acknowledge our independence 
and make peace with us, because I have no such expecta- 
tions. The permanent friendship of the Dutch may be 
easily obtained by tlie United States. That of England 
never: it is gone with the days before the flood. If we 
ever enjoy the smallest degree of sincere friendship again from 
England, I am totally incapable of seeing the character of a 
nation or the connections of kings ; which however may be 
the case for what I know. They have brought themselves 
into such a situation ! Spain, Holland, America, the armed 
neutrality have all such pretensions and demands upon them^ 
that where is the English minister, or member of parliament 
that dares to vote for the concession to them ? The preteil* 
sions of France I believe would be so moderate, that possiblj 
diey might be acceded to. But it is much to be feared thut 
Spain, who deserves the least, will demand the most: in 
short, the work of peace appears so impracticable and 
chimerical, that I am happy in being restrained to tbis 
country, by my duty, and bv this means excused from 
troubling my head much about it. I have m letter from 
America that informed me, that Mr. Jty had rsfused to 



#ik4ttin; OF B^xaAifiir fbankuk^ ttlft 

net in the commission for peace ; but if he is on the way 
to Paris, as you suppose^ I presitibe my infcfrmation fnual 
be a mistake, which I am very glad of. Mr. Laurens M 
me the honor of a very short visit, in his vmy to France, but 
I was very sorry to learn from him^ that in a letter to yoor 
Excellency from Osteiidy he had declined serving ill ite 
i^Mnn^ission for peace, i had tBBt pleasme in his oonv e r s^ * 
tSon/for I fdund him possessed of the moM exaetjadgmqil 
^eonoeming oitr enemies^ and of the same noble B^ntimcfnts aH 
id! «hingS| whieh I tow in him ib Congress* 

What i* the system of Russia f Does she suppose ttaft 
Si^aiid has too many enemies upon l^er, add thM tfidr ^ 
ti^mands and pretensions are too high t I>oes she seek H 
embroil aflatrsi and to light up a general war in Europe i ft 
Denmark in concert with her, or any other power? itar . 
conduct is a phenomenon. Is there any secret negociatitf4 
«or' intrigue on foot to form a party for Englaiid Mmng tte 
powers of 3Eorope ? and to make a balance against Ae powe^ 
t>f the eneniies of England ? 

The states of Holland and several Other provinces iMNd 
tttkeb a resolution against the mediation for a separate pnaiM^ 
tmd dits nation secfms to b^ well fixed in its system, and ift 
ihe c6mmon canse. '' 

' My best i^pects and aflfections to my did fiiend Mb*. Ji^f, 
V' yoii please, f hbve tile Irofior to be^ Sir, yMr mm 
^obetfient and moat tonbte aervAl^ -*» 



1 1 



I wf«l6 lo Mr. Secretary livingstM, taMi Mr. RoMft 

Morris^ cif which die fbllovriiig IM ettvdis. ' *- 

- • ••- ■ . .1 . -. . .. .., .., 
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To Rob. R. Livingston, Esq. 

Pass]/, June Q.5y 1 7SC. 

" By ihe newspapers I have sent, you will 
see that the general disposition of the British nation towards 
us had been changed. Two persons have been sent here 
by the new ministers, to propose treating for peace. They 
liad at first some hopes of getting the belligerent powers to 
treat separately, one after another, but tinding that imprac- 
ticable, they have, after several niessengers sent to and fro, 
come to a resolution of treating with ail together for a ge* 
neral peace, and have agreed that the place shall be Paris. 
Mr. Grenville is now here with full powers for that pur* 
pose, (if they can be reckoned full with regard to America^ 
till a certain act is completed for enabling his Majesty to 
treat, &c. which has gone through the commons, and has 
been once read in the lords.) I keep a very particular 
journal of what passes every day, in the affair, which is 
transcribing to be sent you. I shall therefore need to say 
no more of it in this letter, except that though I still thipk 
they were at first sincere in their desire of peace, yet since their 
success in the West Indies, I imagine that I see marks of 
their desiring rather to draw the ncgociations into length, 
that they may take the chance of what the rest of the 
campaign shall produce in their favor ; and as there are so many 
interests to adjust, it will be prudent for us to suppose, 
that even another campaign may pass before all can be agreed. 
Something too may happen to break off the ncgociations, and 
we should be prepared for the worst. I hoped for the as- 
sistance of Mr, Adams and Mr. Laurens. The first is too 
much engaged in Holland to come hither, and the other de- 
cliues serving ; but I have now the satisfaction of being joined 
by Mr. Jay, who happily arrived here from Madrid last 



PA^t iff! df MKjrAMfK TtA^ttiw.- * (fVi 



Stinday. The Marquis de la Fayette is of real use in our 
affairs here, aibd as the campaign is^ not likdy to be verf 
active in North America, I wish I may be able to prefail 
with him to stay a few weeks longer* By him yon will 
receive the journal abovementioned, which is already pretty 
vdlnminciasy land y^t die n^ocibtionB cannot be said tofm 
opened;)' '"■ ' < ' rt ■»-!:l •*» 

: ^ Ireland yon. will see has obtained all ber ^frmaiali 
tciompbantly;* I meet no one from that country. wM 
doesr,,notv express some obligation to America for thdbi 
success*. . . . w.. • • ■:* 

::>^f* Befidre I received wur just observations on die sntN 
ject, I bad obtained from the Englbh numsters a resolutioni . 
to exchange all onr prisoners* Th^ thought themsdvw' 
obliged to have an act of pailiament .for authorizing dill 
king, to do it; This war being ;different from odiers, m 
made by an act of parliament declaring us rebelsy and'Ottl* 
people being committed as for h^h treason. I JmN 
powered Mr* Hodgson, who was chairman of the eoin^ 
Hiittee that collected and dispensed the charitable Mib&-^ 
scnptions for the American prisoners, to treat, and eOifiJ 
dude on terms of dieir discharge, abd having approved 00 
die jdnift hC' sekitimd of the agreement, I hope the com^ 
gressiwill .sea i^.to order .a) punctual execution of it )i> 
have long. saffafed with yboM;ip6or brave men^who wilk 
so much public virtue have endifted four or five yesnMwnir 
imprisonment, rather than serve against their country* i 
have done all I^could afford towards making their situ«« 
tions more comfortable ; but their number was so grea^^ 
that Icoulid do hat little for eadi; and that very great* 
viUain^ P^ges,; defranded them of betweeii -three and four 
hmdred.pounds, which: he, drew /from iflse on their siccouMa 
Ha lately wrote me vaktteci in which be pretended he* 
wae eenfaqt ta aettfe wA^ml^^ ;a«i j 4a donmca i^er idiil h \ 
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had been mistaken with regard to his conduct; but he 
never appeared ; and i hear he is gone to America* Be« 
ware of him, for he is very artful^ and has cheated many* 
I hear every day of new rogueries committed by him in 
England. 

<^ I'he ambassador from Sweden to this court applied tcr 
me lately, to know if I had powers that would authorize ray 
making a treaty with his master, in behalf of the United 
States. Recollecting a general power that was formerly 
given to me with the other commissioners, I answered in the 
affirmative. He seemed much pleased, and said the king 
bad directed him to ask the question, and had charged hira 
to tell me, that he had so great an esteem for me^ that it 
would be a particular satisfaction to him to leave such a 
transaction with me. I have perhaps some vanity in re- 
peating this, but I think too that it is right that Congress 
should know it, and judge if any use may be made of th« 
reputation of a citizen for the public service. In case it 
should be thought fit to employ me in that business, it will 
be well to send a more particular power and proper instruc* 
tions. The ambassador added, that it was a pleasure to him 
to think, and he hoped it would be remembered, that Sweden 
was the first power in Europe which had voluntarily 
offered its friendship to the United States, without being^ 
soUcited. This affair should be talked of as little as possible^ 
till completed." 

To THE Hon. Robert Mobeis» 

Pass^y June 9£, 1 782. 

^ For what relates to war and peace, I must 
refer yon to Mr. Livingston, to whom I write fully. I will 
only say, that though the English a few months since seemed 
desirous of peace, I suspect they now intend to draw out 



tiM BegocbtiiQA into kngtb, till ibqr din tee vrkU 1dm 
€uapmpk wU produce. I hope our people miSk »ot km 
4ecem4 by kir wordi^ but be en tfaor g|tard» reedy.tgMMl 
every sttBoupA that our inaidioos mtmkn mmg make iipeil 
lis. I uHi 8oc." id 

'.■/.■•■ ■ ■■ -i •' • ■ ! ■-..4 

^^ WedMidagrr ^^^Ik I eeiit wnj mj ktten^ wd nent ttf 
flie Mr. Obwaldn. I ihowed hi«i the draft o£ e letter Ao he 
eddretaed to htm instead ef liord SheihenW) respecting flMl 
coomiissieD er public charedsr he nighi hereefter be Ycstail 
YBSh; this dsaft was foimded on Lsfd S.'s aaeBarandiuMif 
nUck Ms. OsnraU had shown to mi^ and thia letter wan' 
inteofbd to be conuavaicated by hink to lioad SheUnwni 
Mri ObwaU liked the mod^ bnt mtber dbMO thiAnonMair 
tion should be made o£ his hscfing aknwn* me Lord &% 
memorandnms/ tbongh he thott|^t llMy were given .him te 
that purpose. So I struck that ou^ and new modelled ikm 
kltes^ whidft I sent him next day, ae lidlows» . r^^ 



; ' ••: 



S|B^ Pa$nf, June Z7, 17S2. ,. 

The opinion I have of your candor, probttji^ 
good uaderBtandinfy. and good^wili to both eewUm% made 
nw h»p# Aat>yei» would hnro} beeai testedtwith riie^efaemctni 
etfphmp o t girfaiy tovtmat widi daaae fiom Amaswtn. . Whew 
MiA. Gsoiwiiia psodneed his finia oemauenony whidi wii 
enfy to treat with France I did;, imag^ that the olhet 
to* treat wtlh os wa» reserred for yel^ and> kepfr back en^ 
tilLthe enaUhig bill shbubl be passed Mr; GrennUe h* 
sioee vcceiesd n second comnpssion^ wiiefa> as lie infosmn 
■ie^ has addilienat woids» im pow m ing hnw to treat widitim 
w in irter eofieiy edtor piinoe^or statey nAoas ia nmy ennusw (, 

M>.--.-> ,. . ji-,t I. . I •enpina-lWb.-* -I '.<;-■'■' -." lo •jfui '^'^»fi 
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and he seems to understand that these general words com- 
prehend the United States of America. There may be no 
doubt that they comprehend Spain and Holland, but as 
there exist various public acts by which the government of 
Britain denies us to be States, and none in which they ac- 
knowledge us to be such, it hardly seems clear that we could 
be intended, at the time that commission was given, the 
enabling act not being then passed. So that though I can 
have no objection to Mr. Grenville, nor right to m-uke it if I 
had any, yet as your long residence in America has given 
you a knowledge of that country, its people, circumstances, 
commerce, &c. which, added to your experience in business, 
nay be useful to both sides in facilitating and expediting the 
iiegociation, I cannot but hope that it is still intended fo vest 
you with the character abovementioned respecting the treaty 
with America, either separately or in conjunction with Mr« 
Grenville, as to the wisdom of your ministers may seem 
best. Be it how it may, I beg you would accept this line 
as a testimony of the sincere esteem and respect, with which 
I have the honor to be. Sir, &c. 

B. Franklix. 

Friday, June 28. M. de Rayneval called upon me and 
acquainted me, that the ministers had received intelligence 
from England, that besides the orders given to General 
Carleton, to propose terms of re-union to America, artful 
emissaries were sent over to go through the country, and stir 
ttp the people to call on the Congress to accept those terms, 
they being similar to those now settling with Ireland. That 
it would therefore be well for Mr. Jay and mc to write, and* 
caution the Congress against these practices. He said M. de 
Vergennes wished also to know what 1 had written respecting 
the negociation, as it would be well for us to hold pretty 
near the same language. I told him I did not apprehend the 
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least danger that such emissaries would meet with any succeaSy, 
or that the Congress would make any treaty witli Generp), 
Carleton. That I would however write as he desired;. 9Lpd. 
Mr. Jay coming in promised the same. He said the courif^, 
would go to-morrow. I accordingly wrote to Mr. Secretarj^ 
Livingston, and toi my friend Dr. Cooper, of which, the fol^, 
lowing are extracts. ; 



I 



_ . t 

To THE Hon. Robert R. Livingston. 

Sir, Passyj June 9,S, 17&2. 

In mine of the 25th instant I omitted meoc 
tioning, that at the repeated earnest instances of Mr. Laurens, 
who had given such expectations to the mipistry in Epgland^ 
when his parole or securities were discharged, as that he 
could not think himself at liberty to act in public affairs till 
the parole of Lord Cornwallis was absolved by me in 
exchange, I sent to that General the paper, of which the 
enclosed is a copy ;^ and I see by the English papers, that 
bis Lordship immediately on the receipt of it, appeared at 
Court, and has taken his seat in the House of Peers, which 
he did not before think warrantable. My authority for doing 
this appeared questionable to myself, but Mr. Laurens judged 
it deducible from that respecting General Burgoyne^ and by 
bis letters to me, seemed so unhappy till it was dQne,.that I 
ventured it, with a clause however, (as . you will see^ 
reserving to Congress the approbation or disallowance 
of it. 

The enabling act is now said to be passed, but no copy of 
it is yet received here, so that as the bill first printed ha9 
suffered alterations in passing through parliament, and we 
know not what they are, the treaty with us is not yet com* 



^ See page20e of tliis folome* 
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menced. Mr. Grenville expects hu Conner in a few da^s, 
with the answer of hid court to a paper given him on the 
part of this. That answer wilF probaUj afford us a clearer 
^ iinderstandbg of the intentions of the British minisfry, which 
ibr some weeks past hav6 appeared somewhat equivocal and 
uncertain. It looks as if, since Aeir late success in thd 
West Indies, they a little repented of the advances diey huS 
made in their declarations respecting the acknowledgment of 
our independence ; and we have pretty good information that 
some of the minbtry still flatter the King with the hope of 
recovering his sovereignty over us on the same terms as are 
now making with Ireland. However witling we might have 
been at the commencement of this contest to have accepted 
ivich conditions, be assured that we can have no safety in 
them at present. The King hates ns most cordidly. If h^ 
is once admitted to any degi'ee of power or government 
amongst us, however limited, it will soon be extended by 
corruption, artifice, and force, till we are reduced to absolute 
subjection; and that the more easily, as by receivmg fainf 
again for our King, we shall draw npon ourselves the cou" 
tempt of all Europe, who now admire and respect us, and 
4lall never i^in find a friend to assist ns. There are, it i« 
said, great divisions in the ministry on other points as welt ni 
Ais ; and those who aim at engrossmg the power flatter tbd 
King vnth this proj^t of re-union ; and it is said have much 
reliance on the operation of private agents sent into Amerieft 
to dispose minds there in fiivor of it, and to bring abont a 
separate treaty there with General Carleton. I have not tha 
least apprehension that Congress will give in to this schemCi 
it being inconsistent with our treaties as well as with our 
nterest ; but I think it will be well to watch these emissarfesi 
and secure or banish immediately such as shall be found 
tampering and stirring up the people to call for it. The 
firm united resolution of France, Spain> and Holland, joined 



i^ cHlVft, not fd tl^t 6(F a pArtkutftr bat m general peioB^ 
tfMwith$«Mk!iDg Ae Heptitdlte teirfpting offers t^ es^h, "wiH }ir 
the end give us the command of that petfte. Every oiH) 
of the ^Sset powers see clearly their interest in this, anA 
persist in that resolution: the Congress, I am persuaded} 
are as clear-dighted as any of th6m, and vetll not depait 
from the system whicK baa b^en attended with so mtKti 
success^ and piromises to make America soon both gr^ 
aAdhirppy. *" 

F have js^ received a letter from Mik Lattrens, datedat 
Lyom,' tm hi^ journey into the south of FiMce fof hU 
h^atftH. • Mr. Jay wiB write also by this oppbrtuftity. WitJl 
gteat esteem, I have the honor to he, 8ic. • •' 



^ Extract or a Letter to !De. Cooper^ Boston. ; 

Pasiff, Jane 2S, 17B9. - 

^ Our piCibKt affahrs arre in t good sitnatibtf 
here. England b^hring ti^ed in Tain to make a separatte peadsr 
with each* of ' A^ powers she is art war with, has at lengAl 
Agreed to treat for ^ general ^eaee with them aUdgether ; antf 
at Paris. If we adl continue firm in the reflation not 10 
Separate, "^ sb^ doimnand th^ terMs. I have no doubt dt 
fhik steadiness h^re ; aftid tbough w<e are told that ende^vouitf 
^re making on your side the water to kidnrce America to tf 
re-union on the terms now granting to Ir^fMf, attd thtfC 
powers are sent to General Carleton for that purpb^ei, I Mf 
persuaded the danger of this project wiff afppear so evidiJnt/ 
that if offered it will be immediately rejected. We have nor 
safety but m our mdependence. With that we s^rtill bv* 
respected, and soon becomcf great and happy. Without it 
we shaH be desf^ised, lose all citxr friends, ilnd then etlfaer be 
ercielly opipra^d by fb^ King'lMiii^ bi«te afitf k iMupttki 
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of forgiviDg us, or having all that nation's enemies for 
oarsy shall sink with it. I am ever, my dear friend, yo|u« 
most affectionately, 

B. Feankun.'^ 

I 

M, de Rayneval (who is Secretary to the Counc^ of. 
State,) calling again in the evening, I gave him copies of the 
preceding letters to peruse, and show to M. de Vergeniies; 
to convince them that we held no underhand dealings lierfS*. 
I own I had at the same time another view init^ which was 
that they should see I bad been ordered to demand fvrther 
aids, and had forborne to make the demand, with my reasons ; 
Roping that if they possibly could help us to more money, 
they might be induced to do it. 

I had never made any visit to Count d'Aranda, the 
Spanish ambassador, for reasons before mentioned. M. de 
Rayneval told Mr. Jay and me this morning, that it would 
be well for us to wait upon him, and he had authority to 
assure us we should be well received. We accordingly con- 
cluded to wait on his Excellency next morning. 

Saturday, June £9. We went together to the Spanish, 
ambassador's, who received us with the greatest civility and 
politeness. He spoke with Mr. Jay on th|s subject of the 
treaty they were to make together, and mentioned in gene- 
ral as a principle, that the two powers should consider each 
other's conveniency, and accommodate and compensate each 
other as well as they could. That an exact compensation 
might perhaps not be possible, but should be approached 
as nearly as the nature of things would admit. Thus, said 
he, if there is a certain thing which would be convenient to 
each of us, but more convenient to one than to the other, 
it should be given to the one to whom it would be most 
convenient ; and compensation be made by giving another 
thigg to the other for the aame reaaoo* I'Supfiose he . had 



PAtit im bv BiHJAiriM ^ttAinKLtirj^ ta$'. 

ki ymw'^om^Anng rdatiog to bouiidaries or tenhoiie^ 
iH^eansd he addedy ^^ we w31 jit dowii together with- iiuip0'a» 
our hands, and by that means shall see our way moie clearly^ 
I learned Irom'him that the expedition against Providence 
had failed, that no advice was yet received of it. At our 
^iiig out be took paina Unaelf to opiro the fbldiikg ddorifor 
nay which is a high coAplimait faore^ and toid us he vi^ooUl 
retuni our visit (rendre $m devoir^) and then fix a day wHI| 
ttsf fbt iif&ng with him* I dined with Mr. Jay and a egnet 
paiiy of Amerieatts it his kk^mga. • ' f 

' 8lmldiiy, July 1. M^ 'Granville called on iiie. ^^- > \^.f 

• * ■ ' 

.'■•■■ ' ..-•■!* 

[2^ JouENAL does not appear fo hav€ ban Jwtk^ 

continued: but the Neoociations will be found cfai- 

.jfkted.bif fh^ authentic Correspondence and I)ocumenf§ 

which follow 2 ■ rrl 

' To "tni Ho jr. HBiTBr LAtriiBNs. * " 



.i .■' 



SiE'i Passy^ July ^ nM. 

I receiied the letter you did ne the honor «f 
vnidf^tomefrohb Lyodidie!24th past . -Hfp,| 

I wotidera^ little at Mn^ • •not acquuntingyouwh^tfaaf 
y6ur naifivwatin the'cemmislient>rnot;' I begin ao suspect 
from vaiioui circonistanees dwt the British mnnstry^ elsMl 
perifaps too mudi by 'die iucceas of Admiffal' Rodney, im 
not in earnest to treat immediatdy, but rather wish, ddayi 
They seem to hope that farther saeceasea unreliable dieia 
to treat more adventagtoilsiyi'.or, «B aome suppose,. thai 
certain propositions to-be tnnde toCoognss by Oenend 
Gartet^m^ anay vendei^ U'tliealrfr hewwitb us annecessarjib 
A'ttma bttd tifewi, vriuoh "il b-iMssiUis they may y«*iecdm 
itob <fce»esiie^q(iiarieyariil?iap<iiHfcte \lfrAet gliwr ^i/d% 
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tod then we aaay enter seriously upon the treaty ; otberwiott 
I conjecture k may not take place till after anodier cain* 
paign. Mr. Jay is arrived here. Mr. Grenville and Afr* 
Oswald continue here. Mr. Oswald has yet received no 
eommisbion ; and that oi Mr. Grenville does not very clearly 
comprehend us, according to British ideas ; therefore require 
explication. When I know more you sh^U have fiMTthcpt 
information. 

Not having an immediate answer to what I wrote yoH 

_ • 

concerning the absolution of Lord Cornwallis's parole, and 
Major Ross coming over hither from him to press it ; I 
gave him the discharge you desired. Enclosed I send you 
a copy. I hear it has proved satisfactory to him; I 
hope it will be so to you. Believe me to be, with great 
esteem^ 8cc. 

B. Fbanklin. 



From Governor Pownall to Dr. Franklin. 

Dear Sir, Richmond Hill, July 5,.n82. 

I have, by my friend Mr. Hobart, sent a 
printed copy of the three memorials which I published on 
the subject of America, one addressed to the sovereigns 
of Europe, and two oUiers addressed to the sovereign of 
Great Biitain. 

I hope you received my letter of May IS, 1 78^^ forwarded 
by Mr. Bridgen. 

As it is possible you may see Mr. Hobart, he can inform 
you from me, as well as of his owq knowledge, of the steps 
yft took upon the ground of your communications to him 
and me. ^^ That there were persons autbori^ to treat of 
peace, and tliat such persons were willing to give to reason- 
able m«a0|ire9 tal^en to Uwt eqd^ every MUft»lK^e b ib^ir 



power.'' He can inform you also on the circumstances 
which attended those steps ; and of the effect which thdf 
missed in the direct line, as cftke ^ect thisy actually have in oh 
oblique one^ As from the beginoinf of Ihis matter of trying 
U> bririg on negociatioo for peace^ I conndefed hi|n «§: 
jpined i/irith nve in our eqdeavoara; so I hove fiifen to him 
a f^emoi^gndum which I made oiTlhe ^unie «f tliia buainosit 
He will communicate to you erery tbuig which J3 fiot imr 
proper for a man of honor to communicate to the miniater 
of a. people at war with us : nor will be abistain.from commu- 
nicatiqg any thing which that minister^ wisfaisig peace to ow 
country, ought to be apprized of, respecting the effects of his 
friendly offers. He will do every thing which a man of 
honor ought to do, and be will do nothing that a man of 
honor ought not to dp. 

I have desired him to give a paper of queries, respecSr 
iog ff^odes and terms of settling in America, which peopls 
of this old world, and of the old country may in futui^ 
be admitted to receive. I am, not only for mj friends^ but 
personally interested to gain information on that head : ai^ 
as I wish that which will not deceive them or myself^ I apply 
to you. 

Msiy God send peace .00 earth* I hope lanc^ng ,4|^ 
general blessings it will bring, it will restore me to titp 
comm wicatioa and enjoyment of my old :«jDd long valued 
friendship with you. May you live to see, and bavie bealtk 
to cifjoy, the blessings which I hope it may please God to 
make you the instrument of communicating to mankind* 
I am, dear Sir, your friend md very bumble servant, 

T. POWNALL. ' 
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P.M. 

To THE Hon. Mr. Hobart. 

When I published the memorials which I 
had prepared for the King, January 1, 178£| I prefixed m 
prefetor^ explanation of the publication, staling, as far ai 
was safe so to do, the state of the propositiom of treaty ^ and 
the circumstances attending the reception and final refusal 
of them. 

I could not think it proper to name the person with 
whom I had corresponded, who was authorized to treat of 
peace, and was willing to promote it, because I knew the 
insidious falsehood of those who both hate and fear him, 
would, when once his name was committed witli the pub- 
lic, represent him in any light that might tend to diminish 
and destroy the trust and confidence which he so de- 
servedly has from his employers. The memorials there* 
fore speak of persons in the plural, and the preface in its 
communications to the public keeps close to that ex- 
pressed. 

I could not venture to tell the public, nor could I ven- 
ture to write to this person, the fact that he specifically 
and personally xoas excepted tOy in an opprobrious manner. 
Because the same persons who are his enemies, having pro* 
. scribed me, would have been glad of making such my com* 
munications an occasion of charging me with crimes, wliidi, 
notwithstanding they have been in constant watch, they have 
never yet been able to do. For although I know they have 
. whispered such in the closet, they never have dared to 
assert any such matter as fact in public. What I did, I 
thought right in point of honor to all concerned or in- 
terested, and I w ent as far as I dared Vjenture to go in the 
. publications which I made* 



*»* 



As this estcepdon to the integrity and good fiuth of mj 
eorrespondent, was made .upon the yery first 'overtuire 
which I made liyall the ' ministers, 1 made a point, intH 
Ae iheihdrikTs %Vk:h 1 dt^ 'tip' tor pii^ntation (had die' 
itiilMa hem aSmissHile,) of foundiii^ tA^ offei^ otf '^e iittKl? 
gHty tnA gocid faith of this peregh (p. 5«l),iii^% this &iii 
jbcmidMon to thi^ pnlilie of maildng'hfail'iCp^^iefii^ p. 10)'iW 
tmairof honofr^tad gftodWth. ' ' '^' ' ^^ ' ' '"^ 

I conid not venture to communicate to my cor^lP. 
iHBOiy mncfrles^ td^lMpiiibliei- those mfttUirsi 'Which^ thonsb 
hot trtBcially eomiiiuiiitiat^d to ine; d^esie M]^ etf^iiiiis SimSt 
hm)€ represented tts d' blhrtiyh!i|^ tb the en&nyHtik secrets €t 
go^eminent. Rit it is fit, if not absolutely necessdi^, "ft 
iMke ttfii ttf«mwittduin ofthes^'Oin^ that tAi; thith^ Wh^ 
<beipMjt)et'tlliie shafieoitee, ittay bi(' khowii to'tfl'wbom'^ 
ilotb toJBfeefh;^andit islfailhef 'ifit Hisft thiif mfetJAiitindflft 
^otidhe ^eomikiutiicated ^ jfbunowj «b tAe jnt>pdniil^ ft 
"^ur aeipfkiev was indoded in tbe=offera vHadie as if tbndilml 

Between die 6di of Decen^ber, 1781y and the'^dbf*^ 
^Jtniiiry; l7Mi> doritig whfeb time tile thiiifferj^ \ikipi'vAt\k 
4ttSjp0iis«>as*t6 what'rMioltflk>n tbey w^Mld' take!/ as to iNMt 
Wiwer dMsyfMMiM give; or whether di^ilribnltf'j^fe IBft 

sMiapri nrf pMfMideiiii'ilid H^ tie«irht^V-dlef dUAdhoMlff 
tewards ne^ and as I tUttk toNrird^ iiiy-W l rt >[j a ftjat 

•Tiz. ^ that thdr« ware jiarsMS andiorised to "U^At'df ptHM'i 
*and,dNit these per80tts'%^nrdispody' to '{(H^Mchtr^ikj 
every ii^lHdBtance - ]n> their powe#':"--^and seiK'ofitf p^MBil 
(I have been told it was Mr. Oswald,) to HoBUnd;' ^I'pi^ 
' aoi^ if Jiot aetnatiy the sanae person, ' to GHielit, akid a Bfr. 
•Foitb'to FrancjB, to tiy if thejr'toiAd ttbt 
seme grmmd ky 6Aef wi9% and AitNPfA dfi#^ 

' > ■ * 
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I have Jbeon told and believe it, tbat they understood diat 
Mr; Adams was (disgusted v\rith the Dutch government) 

ready to accede to ours. Also that Mr. at Gheot 

wa9 already gained. This person they hurried' off to Ame« 
rica; and they gave instructions to General Carleton to 
open the ground of treaty in America. In short they 
tried any grpund and every person except him who was 
excepted to. And w^hen they found that they could not get 
in at any door in Europe, they affected to interpret this dis- 
appointment into a fact, ^^ That the American ministers were 
either not impowered or not Avilling to treat; dbat Uie 
offer was now clearly a trap laid by a faithless and decided 
memyy 

When I first made my offer I was asked whether I would 
jHO to Ghent or Holland, which I peremptorily refused. I 
was then asked why I would not^ I said I knew noti(uog 
of the person in Holland, and as to the person at Ghea^ 
I would have no communications there. The only person 
I would have communications with, was him that I kaeif 
had powers, whom I knew to be^ notwithstanding all pro- 
vocations to the contrary, invariably consistei^t with hii 
duty to his own countr}*, a well-wisher and friend to thif, 
whom from experience I knew to be a man of konor awi 
gaodfaithy whom I could trust, and who would trust me. 
This person and this line was rejected ; I will not aggramta 
the colour of facts by saying haw. 

I was informed that during this period they were talking 
with Mr. Laurens as a more practicable man, as one who 
bad by acknowledging himself amenable to the laws and 
courts of this country, and by the act of giving bail had 
by implication acknowledged (at least de facto\ the sove* 
reignty of Great Britain, and that the mimsters of the 
Statei were criminals against this country. This gentle- 
man theraibre, and Us surety Mr. OamM, were fiied 



ll^n as tkp p^rsw^ through whom busiiiesB might go* What 
\m^ th^ os^tiire of the matters of biuioets oa which they w^i^ 
^oqcimui^ioated with, X do not know. 

yotwithstanding tke change of the ministry which took 
pjace at this period, tliere were some in the new composition 
pf 9iinister^^ w^o partook of the spirit and influen(3e of t|^ 
^ opes, and the- sangue line of motion, and the same pei^oi^ 
were in ^if» m^raier, as before, adopted for treaty. 

The meraori^], January 1, 178^9 (p* S^i) declares speci^r 
eally ^qd definitively what was the proposition J made, vU* 
to opea a *' negociation ybr the purpose only pf- fettling ^uci^ 
a truce with the Americans, as a preliminary measy,r^^ io 
eorder the better U> treat of peace in future, eithf r ^eparateJIjf^ 
or in any general Congress of the powers of Europe.^' Aq^ 
this 4>o a ground of vii pcfBsidetUy both as to rigfits ^ well ^f 
ijsrritorieft possessed, which I explained an acknowledgment 
of the independence of America, with a sauf d'honneur.^t^ 
)Jie Brijtish sovereign, and a removing of all o^s^le^ fiqpm 
|he way of «^cb other sovereigns in Europe as h^d not y^ 
brought th^m^lv^g to acknowledge the Am^ip^Q sover 
r^ignty, (p. j^.) I never pretended to talk of 'peace, much 
less of a ^paraifi |^^^ but definitely declared thfit what^ef ^ 
ym9 undertake^ '^muait not; contravene, (Men|. J^^. 178Sit 
p, 81,) nor f ver bring into question, treaties already ^u)^ 

WU»g--' ^ 

' Qn this ground it was, that upon my ^rst overture I prgr 
p^fMu) that whiV> I Wfi^ treating with the American ministers^ 
Mr. Hobart might be authovixed to treat with Fren^ mm\|^ 
ters as the properest p^an tlien in England, as Uvf^jg with th^ 
men of business of that Court; as known to them,; 9^ 
knowing them i ^ud between whom ^nd him there wag th^ 
d^ree and tho^e habits of acquaintance and good opinion^ 
which ig the only gpU out of wh^b prafctical confidence ip 
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cate M^ith the most peifect confidence, as one in "(vhose handf 
I would repose my life and honor. I said first that if these 
two lines of treaty were not instituted at the same time ; and 
tBCondly, that if Mr. Hobart was not die person joined with 
ne, I would not engage in what I had offered. This gen- 
tleman, a man of honor, brother to the Earl of Buckingham, 
of a noble distinct landed estate of his own ; a man designed 
by his education at the Court of Vienna, under former minis- 
ters in a former reign, for the corps diplomatic, and actually 
kaving served in Russia, was also inadmissible. And they 
thus ended all matters in which I had made my offers. 

Having thus found the ministers with whom I bad conct* 
municated, impracticable towards peace in the only line in 
which I thought it might be obtained, and seeing an oppor- 
tunity in which I could be principally instrumental m 
turning them cut, I seized the occasion, and effectuated the 
purpose. 

General Conway had communicated to me a measure 
which he was to take of moving an address of the House of 
Commons, to pray his Majesty to relinquish the farther pro^ 
secution of the War. I stated to him the following difficulty 
which might be thrown on the ground of his motion, so «• 
to obstruct his proceeding in it. The minbters migbt in 
general terms, and equivocal assertions, say, that they were 
trying the ground of treaty, and that propositions towarda 
negociation were afloat, ficc. 8cc., and then if on this ground 
they called upon him, not at such a juncture to bring forward 
measures which might obstruct their endeavours, and destroy 
all hopes and views of peace, he would be puzzled what to 
answer and how to proceed. But, that if he could have it 
in his power to say, That so far from opening the ground of 
negociation, or being disposed to take a way to such ; which 
offers had opened to them ; that they had ofiers made by 
persons communicating with other persons tMualfy autil^ 
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rized and Villing to treat of peaces and bad rejected thot* 
offers; I thought the mimsters would uot knoXv 1h»w to- 
oppose bis motion. He smd, that indeed would be strong: 
ground, from whence if the ministry were' attacked, he did 
not see how they could maintain their ground, . I then pro*« 
ceeded in my communications to* him, without aamiog my 
correspondent, nay absolutely refusing to name when 
earnestly pressed, and told him, that I was the person t6 
whom commuhications hbd coriie, '< that diere Were in 
Europe persons -authorized to treat of peace, and who had 
declared that aby reasonable measures to that end^ should 
have every assistance in their power/' That I had commu- 
nicated this to the ministry, diat after delayii^ all answer 
from Deceoaber 6th to the end of January, to offers which 1 
had made them on that ground, they had finally and abso* 
lutely rejeete4 the persons and the .offers. ^ He said if diis 
could be proved it must turn them out. I then authorised 
him to make ^ose assertions' which he made in the House, 
and that 3/re:migbt pot 'misunderstand one another, I desired 
^y;n[iight be wijttefi/down; and £surther authorized. hiroylT 
the ministry by denying the assertions should render it neces^ 
sary, to name me, as ready to come and declare.ths.aame«t 
the bar of the House of Commons; and that in theswean 
while he need not make any secret of me on. this nouittaBt 
The ministem conld) not, and did not ventuise .to deof^ i^ 
and were. forced to quit their ground and their placeail 
Upon the change of ministers, I by letter to. General Gonwiay 
made an offer of my services to open the same negooiation 

1 Which were not those the newspapers' pahlished. 

s The country gentlemen, tired of thenar, and ^own impatieiri 
fbr peace, left the old ministiy on tins qaestkm, and dedansd theA« 
selvet the supporters of those wboproiniied.toeBadlhe.wiryAnd^li 
peace to the cowitiy^ . . ,,.; ;k,-.,..>.vi;,(v; ■■ .. .iu,-.. »m 
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which I had proposed to the late ministers ; but from that 
hour to this day have niet^r heard ftom liim : tod s^on afW 
found that Lord Shelbume had employed Mr. Oswald, wha 
Was Mr. Laurens's surety, and that his Lordship had Seen 
Mr. Laureiis. 

Richmond, Jnly 2, 1782. 



Memorandum by David Hartley, Esq. 

Julif B, 1789. ' 

To a person who no longer tbiiiks of Atti^tt* 
can dependieiN;^, what disadvantage can there be in tfnakiiijf 
its independence a fixed article (whether the treaty siicfceedtf 
or no) instead of making it a first article of dM treaty, tii^ so 
to depend on the success of that whkb ififl)* utisearry I To 
a perflion indeed who looks on it as an evil, ^tid as an ei«il 
which there- are yet i&tnt hopes to avoid, it is a ftitiofftl pn^ 
eeeding to provide for all possibilities of He^isiMfg xYSfiiA 
hopes ; imd the case of the treaty n<>t soc'ceedftig is that f^ 
sewed possibility. Were t treating vmh dn eneiiiy iAdeed 
fbt » barrier tovni (whieh 1 certainly wish to keeip or fo get 
something for,) nothing I own would be so Absurd atf. t6 
givcj up at starting, as a Jixed article beftyre the treit^, 
iMtead of making it the first article of a treaty, and depAV^ 
dent on the success of the rest. But I had rather kav^ 
American independence, (for one reason amongst othefs,) 
because the bolder way of giving it up, vrSX seciire a gnsater 
cfertainty of peace ; I would then be for givitig it up in that 
bolder way ; nay, had I some reluctance to American inde- 
pendence, I sliould stijl tliiuk the smallest probability added 
of peace, would over-balance the whole value of a mere 
reserved possibility of dependence, which could only, afte^ 
dn, diise from the fafinre of tbe treaty. 



.. ■ . . • 
DH. FRANSl^tN^^'. 

1 have the hc4ior to uform you^ mj dettft 
Sif) that Mr. OreaviUe's «xpreg8 is afrived this moraidg bf 
\hy of Ostend. Tbiit gentleman h gone to VerMulleflr. 
I fancy be Will wait upon you^ and- 1 ahaU be dmch obliged! 
to you, to lot me kmf«r what youv opinion i»^ i nm g^ng^ 
to Sutat Germains, but if any inteHigence cornea to han^ 
will communicate it as soon as possible. I rest i^pectfidly 
said afectionartely^ yours. La Fatettb. 

The Answer* 

Dear Sir, Posy, July 9, 1782. 

Mr. Grenville has Ibeen with me inr his retort 
from Versailles. He teUs me tliat Lord Rockingham beinjf 
dead^ Lord Shelbume is appointed first Lord of ttfe 'Tttaf" 
surf; and that Mr. Fox hats resiigived; so that bdAf tiie 
Secretaryships are vacant. That hk commoniteittoii lb" 
M. de Ver^ennes, wlus only that no change ind^ tbereVf 
made in the dispositions of that Court for p^ace, &c., aM? 
he expects anodier courier with fiiUer instrnctions^ in a f^ 
days. As soofi as I hear more I shalt acqddtof yotr wiHi.il; 
I am ever with greirt reipect ahil affectioh| your most ote^ 
dite^ humble sem^uiC, 
Marquis d^ te Fayette. B. Vnkihihin.- 



To Dati]> Hartley, Esg. M. P. 

Dbar Siie, Passyr J nlj/ Wr 17^. • 

I reeeived* your favor of the £Oth past by 

Mr. Yotmg, and am iudebted to you for some pree^ng. 

I do not know why die good work <^ pea^e goes- on so 
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niftters since Rodney's success are desirous of trying fortune 
a little furtbyer before they conclude the war : others, that ^ej 
have not a good understanding with each other. What I 
have just heard seems to countenance this opinion. It is 
said Mr. Fox has resigned. We are ready here on the part 
of America to enter into treaty with you^ in concurrenca; 
with our allies ; and are disposed to be very reasonable ; but 
if your plaupoientiary, notwithstanding that. characteiC) 14: 
upon every proposition obliged to send a courier and.. wai);! 
an answer, we shall not soon see the happy conclusion. ICr 
has been suspected too, that you wait to hear the effect of- 
some overtures sent by General Carleton for a separate peace: 
in America. A vessel just arrived from Maryland, brings us 
the unanimous resolutions of their assembly for continuing 
the. war at all hazards rather tlian violate tlieir faith with 
Finance. This is a sample of the success to be expected 
from such a measure; if it has really been taken; w^icli I^ 
hardly believe. i .:.,. , 

There is methinks a point that has been too little iCopaK 
d^red in treaties, the means of making them durable. An 
honest peasant from the mountains of Provence,«brought me . 
the other day a manuscript he had written on the subject,, 
and which he could not procure permission to print. It 
app^red to me to have much good sense in it ; and ther^fpre, 
I got some copies to be struck off for him to distribiite wbef« 
he may think fit. I send you one enclosed. This maa 
ainois at no profit from his pamphlet or his project, asks for 
nothing, expects nothing, and does not even desire to be 
known. He has acquired he tells me a fortune of near 150 
crowns a year (about 18/. sterling) widi which he is content. 
This you may imagine would not afford the expcnce of 
riding to Paris, so he came on foot ; such was his zeal for 
peace and the hope of forwarding an4 securing it by commu- 
nicating his ideas to great men here. His rustic and pp0f > 
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appearance faks 'prevfentM bii access tt) tbdm ; (ft ^htmtSag 
their attention; but he dbe^ not seeni yet to lie dittciiurajgdi.' 
I bofDor miith the eh^hact^ <tf thiir t^Mtoftfe pkihsophi. 

I thank you tBiich for yckn tettert of May 1, id^ and ^' 
wi& your proposed prelihiiimrks. It is a pkeastire to ihe lo^ 
find our sentiments so concurring, on points of importailce^ 
it' mikes cKsoussions as untiecessiiy as they might, betw&n 
iks^ be incomreaient. I and) my dear Sir, with great ^steenr* 
and affection^ yours eter, B. FitXNKLiK. 

Extract of a Letter to B. Vaughan, Esq. 

, Ptf^, July 10, 1782. 

^* By the original law of nations, wdr and i6x» 
tir{>atioQ Was th^ panishinetit of tnjtiry. Humanizing by 
diigrefei^ it ndxhitted slavery instead of deaths A farther 9i^- 
was, the exchange of prisoners instead of slav^i^. Anolber^^ 
Id respect iiore the property of private persons under cte- 
quest^ and to be content M^ith acquired domittidli; WHy 
sbe«ki liot thb IbW of natlohs go bn imphoVittg ? Age« htfve 
intervene between its sisVefal st^psi but as ktiOMHedg^ of- 
lat^ idcroases rapidly/ why should not thoSfe stepK be^tli<d(^' 
Otied ? Why ibouhl it tiot b^ agreed to sfs the futlkHs Ikw Of^ 
nations thtt id My war hereaftei* the foRowftig desbfi[itioM^ 
of tn«h «bOttld be uOdii^turbed, hdvfe die protection of bdth'; 
sides j aiid be . permitled to follow then* enfiployti^^6Ms iH' 
sttroty; inUL ' ' '\ 

1. Cultittttotti of the earthy because thfeylttboU^ ibr tte' 
subsistence of mankind. 

d. Flshentieh, for the sMse ^esrsofi; ' 

3. M^reharitk tmd trades, i»i urikfnkid sM[^Si Wh6ii6eMh<'' 
ntoddte diffavetit natidfts by cOihttiunie«thigand«x<flMi^hi^ 
the necessaries and convenience^ of lifl^. 

4« Artists and mecbanicsi'inhabitingRndworking in open 



^ « *•>••• 



S42 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART ill. 

' It is hardlj necessary to add that the hospitals of enemies 
obould be unmolested ; they ought to be assisted. 

In short, I would have nobody fought with but those who 
are paid for fighting. If obliged to take com. from the far- 
mer, friend or eneiu}', I would pay him for it ; the same for 
the fish or goods of the others. 1 : 

■ This once established^ that encouragement to war .which 
arises from a spirit of rapine, would he taken, aivay^ and 
peace therefore more likely to continue and be histing.'':* 

B. Franklin^ . 

To B. Vaughan, Esq. 

Dear Sir, P(issy, Julif 11, 178C. 

In mine of yesterday .which went by Mr. 
Young I made no mention of yours of May 1 1, it hot being 
before me. I have just now fouud it. < * 

You speak of a ^' proposed dependent state of America^ 
which you thought Mr. Oswald would begin with.'* .As yet' 
I have heard nothing of it. I have all along understood 
(perhaps I have understood more than was intended) that the 
point of dependence was given up, and that we were to be. 
treated with as a free people. I am not sure that Mr. Oswald 
has explicitly said so, but I know that Mr. Grenvillelias, 
and that he was to make that declaration previous to the 
commencement of the treaty. It is now intimated to me 
from several quarters tliat Lord Shelburne's plan la to;retw 
sovereignty for the king, giving us otherwise .i^n indep^dent 
parliament, and a government similar to that of late intended 
for Ireland. If this be really bis project, our negociation for 
peace will not go very far ; the thing is impracticable and 
impossible, being inconsistent with the faith we have pledged,, 
to say nothing of the general disposition of our people. 

^T^^i^— ~»* I J ~'"'^^~ IWIIMI ■ I ■ II I. II. ■■I.I ... III! ■ H ^l.ll. 1^^— ^— ^»_ 

' See Letter andPropositioDs to Rivfaard Oswald, Esq. Jan. 14y 1788. 
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Upon the whole I shcfuld beKeVe that though LoH'S.' might 
formerly have entertained euch an idea, be had probaMy 
dropped it before he seiit Mr. Oswald here: your v$M$ 
Bbove eked do however throw a little doubl into mymiiii^ 
and have with the intimations of others, made me leas freadft 
communication with his Lordship^whom I moch^ esteem Md 
honor, than I should ^rtfaeHrise have been. • I wish therefopa 
you would afford me what you can of eciaircissement. *'r^t 

Thia letter going by a' courier will probably get to hand 
long before the -one (preceding in date) which went by Mrl 
Young, who travels on foot. I therefore enclose the copy 
of it which was taken in the press. You may return it to me 
when the other arrives. 

' By the return of the courier^ you may m«ich oblige me, by 
communicating, what is finrly communieaMej of- the'Mslbl^ 
of Mr. Fox's and Lord J. Cavendish's re^igtiktion/ with W^ 
other changes made or likely to be made. 

With sincere esteem, I am ever, my deai' friend, yours 
most atfectionately, B.Franklin. 

• • •■ ' ir. '-I'V 

Letters to Richard Oswald, Esq. and to L|^bj> 

Shelbubne. . .,.' 

• • ....»'■ 

. Snt,7 Pawy, Jti/y !«, 1783.^. 

I enclose a letter for Lord SHelbume, t^^^g* 
by your courier, with some others, of which I request bis elir«% 
They may be put into the penny post. I have recert^% 
note informing me that '^some opposition given by his Lord- 
ship to Mr. Fox's decided plan, of unequivocally ackntttlh 
ledging American independeiice, was one cause of that gen- 
tleman's resignation;'' this, from what you have told mei 
appears improbable. It is farther said " that Mr. Grenville 
thinks Mr« Fox's resignation will be fatal to'the present ne- 
gociation." This perhaps b as groundless as the former. 
]^.6reB«Uk'iii^tepttnerwiUpidbaUj«ltes«p matter*. I 



ftM PaiVATB .COEaMPai(»E«i9S PAST tlU 



did undernUfid fr-ow him that wch m f^kpowledgmffit "WM 
iatended previous to d^ comtnoqcement of the treaty i mhI 
itnkil it is made» and tbe treataf foranlly begun, propositionf 
and diseusiions aeem^ on CQHstdemtioii, to be luKtmely ; aor 
eaa I enter into particulars vithoHt Mr. Jayi wbo ii sow iU 
wth tbe inflnenaa- Mj l^U^r tb««efore to liia Loidsbipyta 
norely complimentary pn tM9 lat^ appoinl^neiHt i ^h a oom 
linuaocd of your k^th, in tb«t at iiraBanl sicJUy cityi hmug 
with sincere esteeip, gir^ your moat ^bndient and most 
fattmUe servanty .B-F»A»j|ii»iii»« 

I R. Oswald, Esq, 



I send you enclosed the late resolutipiw of the. fltate of 
^^y land ; by which ^(i gsn^rs^ di^poMupil pf pepplt 19 Ame- 
Ma W^y he gueiaedt reftpf^g ajsy Ues^ty (p he F<>ii»^^ hy 
(veoeral Carletpa if ii^tond.edj wi^qh I dp qpt beUeve* 

My Lord, Passi/, July 18| 178fl. 

Afr. Oswald informing me dul be 4$ about to 
dispatch a courier, I embrace the opportunity of congratu* 
lating your Lordship on your appointment to the Treasury. 
It is an extension of your power to do good, and in that view, 
if in no other, it must increase your happiness which I 
ht^ily wi^b; b^i>V ^^^ great and sinceie respect, my 
Lp^d, ypJMT t^prdship'^ mpst obedient and nuwt hUfPhle 
^cffvan^ 3« FaANKUN. 

S^bt ^p^oplhle the 1^1 of Sbelbume. 

E:|:tract of a Letteb to Le Marquis pb La 

Fayettk. 

Passjfy July Z^ 178^* 

<( la aaswer to your questions, Mf • OawaU 
ia doing nothing, hamig neith^ pow^ra nor inatructiona ; and 
behig lirad ef daiog nothiiig^faaft diapntdhad i^ MHiar 
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^l««ttiag I«it« to iHiimi He lUis i belk^e t^MhitA m 
tetterf mote I «atr ;;%% tMiklMA 9MlbiiA«ev Mi^. GMiN 
tills^tf roturn kithsr » i tUok dottlMlM) ttr lif«^ \i^ {^iuiidiili^ 
«oiitf0et0d»l!riead«irip:1#)ttoMi^. F<Mt^ bttVif hcM^tf I ernfM 
fame- «MH9 #iher tiriU Imi Mit^ for i d6' tMytst m6iiil&tim» 
reason to think they xluMdil «bMldotfr A« negbfkMidlf^ <lR>li||lr 
firmi #dm» appwiwwiii» 1^ i M fagtoi - they tffc^nlt»e tetetit Mpo» 
fbiMfeg ttsj thm tt]Mil tf lkkitag'#^g^er^ ]IM(^4 I htf^ h&ttff 
floating hut^^ irMi Mi^. LMuretfs^ Ikytrtt^^ wHyf pa|l^ 
from hifti i^etting Lord CoiidW^K^. AAd mikc^ A«# 
Gemeinl's letter written^ after th« fiafttl^ 6f Gididal, iMd> 
ordering not only the confiscation of rebels^ estates, hiif 
the htMgitig of jyrisoi^^rs, hfts beai diflde ftilAitj I shonkF' 
not trdnd^er if the eongfe»d'\i^ei^'t6 dif^oi^ on^ absolntidfr 
of bfs {^artile^ and r^<«aD hitil to^^^EiieHtfedi WiA^verhii^Sig 
esteem andr^sj^ect, I am^ dtrtt- Sii^y^dUM liftotlt'irfV^oiiatM^f^* 

B. Fkaj^rltn.'' 

,» 

My Dt^Ait* ('Rrstro, London^ Jafy it6, (788^ -^^ 

You will have hcttrd Btefofe yo^a recfeiver tWii^ 
that MV. Thomas Townshetlld is ripj/ointed Se^ir^ry' df 
Slate for that dfepsfrtmfartt to which tHi* AVnericW cbrrt*> 
pondent^ Itdbngk. He is, and has been for many y^h; 
one of my most intimate friends. A more honorable aiid 
honest lilan, db^^ n5f exist. I hhVd Ke'^n re'qiT^^sted, iii con* 
nection with hirft, tb undertake one branch of his office re- 
lating to America, as instrumental to^ sdme necessary ar« 
rangemetits in the course of a negodiation foi' peace with^ 
America^ The point which I have been requested to un- 
dertake is^ the easOi^ or nfther the diversity of cases of thd' 
AtncricttB' r6foge«9i I' mNkrstend that id the progreflo^'of 
tMs Vtcsk^ss^ I- sMKbe*iiaftit0d»W t'Cert«i|iM^^ 
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JWSJIS fiiatt^ VMif Arise. My ptirpose therefore for the pre^ 
aHUkiiB op\j tQ adMeirtifle joa ofrtbia^ in ctse you should hare 
any -pr^iiaiinary jnattcir Jto gi^r q^w receive ^tioidatiop upon. 1 
an -very, ready tc^ updeftake fidy matter wbicltmay be neces-* 
W7 or i^fttrumentalitQward^ peajce) especially in eoonectioo 
ifiith my worthy' friend Mr. Towoafaeod* 

f^Yquki^pW all my principles upon American pacification^ 
and sweet reconciliation. I shall always remain iu the same, 
9ut tlie delegation of a single poiut to me, such as the case 
<^the refugees, does not entitle me to advise upon the great 
<|iit(ines or principle^ of such pacific negociations. I shall 
ifilafin my full reservation in such points as events may jus* 
tify. My personal motive for saying this to you, is obvious^ 
But in point of justice to those who have at present the di- 
rection of public measures in this country, I must request 
that this caution of mine may be accepted only as personal 
to myself, and not as inferential upon the conduct of others, 
where I am not a party. Having taken a zealous part in the 
principles and negociations of peace, I wish to stand clear 
from any collateral constructions which might affect myself^ 
and at the same time not to impose any collateral or infe* 
ffi^tial constructions upon others. 

,,.Gud prosper the work of peace and good will (as the 
Qieans of peace) among men. I am ever your most affecr 
t^f^yoate friend, D. Hartley. 



c. • 



From Lord Grantham to Dr. Franklin. 

.Sir, Whitehall^ July 96, 1782. 

As the first object of my wishes is to con- 
tribute to the establishment of an honorable and lasting 
peace, I address myself to you without ceremony, upon 
the convictiou that you agree with me in this principle. If 
I .was not convinced that it was also the real system of 
the imMltta^f thisHK^uatry^ I should^ QPt: now be-po-ope* 
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nrting with' diem. The step tbey had aireadf taksn >w 
sending Mr. Gre&ville to Paris,- is a proof of their intern 
feioDs^ and as that gentleann does mut retom to his statiov 
there^ I trust that the immediate appointment of a person to 
sucx^eedihim, wiii testify my agreement to die prindfrfea 
upon which he was employed. I therefore beg leave .to tm* 
commend Mr. Fitzherbert^ to yoor acquaintance, who has 
the King's commands to repair to Paris. fi. 

As I have not the advantage of being known to you^i 
can claim no pretence for my application to yoU| but mj 
public situation, and my desire to merit your confidence upon 
a subject of so much importance as a pacification betweeft 
the parties now engaged in a calamitous war. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard, Sir, your. moM 
obedient humUe servant, Grantham. * 



' I 



From Lord Shelburne to Dr. Franklin. 

Sir, SheUntme House, July 0,1, .1782. 

I am much obliged by the honor of ydUi' 
letter of the 12th instant. You do me most acceptable* 
justice in supposing my happiness intimately connected with 
that of mankind, and I can with truth assure you, it Miilt 
give me great satisfaction in every situation to merit the con* 
tinuance of your good opinion. '*^ 

I have the honor to be, with very sincere regard, afuff 
esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, Shelburne. 

To Mr. Oswald. 

Sir, Paiiy,Jii/y ^8, 1782, ^o^dockp.m. 

I have but this minute had an opportunity^ 
by the departure of my company, of perusmg the letter^* 
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jjon pMt iiifa my bands, tkis 9dEil«ni0Op ; and I return Ibon 
dire^Uy wiiihout w«ii|iag till our intarview to^ioaonoiw nioyms 
iBg^ lpiec«usQ I sinwM not give a iooinMtV delay to ihia dot 
livery oi tbho^e duectad U> oUies piorMnai TW sit^atiao 
of Captain AsgUl and bia 61191^ affliots oe : bul I da not 
Me wbat can be done hy any one bera to relieva tfaam. It 
cannot be supposed that General Wasbioglon baa Um kaai 
desire of talcing the life of thai; gentleman. His aim is to 
obtain the punishment, committed on a prisoner in cold 
blood, by Captain Lippincotl. If the Bilglish refuse to 
deliver up or punish this mur<lereF, it is saying that ihey chus^ 
to preserve him rather than Captain AsgiU. It seeins>to 
mc therefore that the application should be made to^ tbe 
ISnglish ministers, for positive orders directing General 
Carleton to deliver up Lippincott, which orders being obtained 
should be dispatched immediately by a swift sailing vessel. 
I do not think any other means can produce the effect desired. 
The cruel murders of tliis kind committed by the ]EngIish 
qn our people since the commencement pf the war, are in- 
numerable. Tlie congress afid their generals, to satisfy the 
people, have often threatened retaliation ; bjut have always 
l^therto foDbome to execute it, and th^y have ofbeub^entofa) 
insultingly by their enemies, that tias forbearaofce did not 
proceed from humanity but fear. General Greene^ thougb 
be solemnly ojxd publicly promised it in a proclamation, never 
made any ri^taliaition. for the murder q( Colonel Haynea, and 
many others in Carolina ; and the people, who now tliink 
that if he had fulfilled his promise, this crime would not have 
bee n committed, clamour so loudly, that I doubt General 
Washington, cannot well refuse wba^t appears to them so 
just and necesssary for their ci^ipmon security. I am per- 
suaded nothing I could say to him on the occasion, would 
bave the least eifect in changing his determination. Excuse 
i|\p tbeo if Lpreaupne to advise tbe diapfU^hin^. % courier 
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immedigiitGljr t<i Leodon^ 'piopong te the eonsickvatmi *oC>: 

mh^slersilke sewlaiig- iiick ordiers to Gcaend Carleton 4im^ 

rectljA. Xha^p ifouUhaveiMi excelleot effect in other newv' 

The post foes to-moiMiw inoming at ten o^clock; hurt- 

as nine day^b h^ve- beea tpeol iM hringiog the kttscs hece ftf 

thl^ coneeyMioe, ad expfeta ia preferable. With^skieerac 

esteem I have the honor to be, 8cc. '>i f 

B. Fbanklin. ,, 

i- 
To M. LB COMTB DR VeRGENNES. 

Sti^ Passy, Augusi^ % 1782. 

Yesterday Mr. OeM^ahl communicated to 
Mr. ^(%y ap4 9^Q». ^ pa{M(r he bad just received from hit 
court}, being a copy of the Ki^^'s order to the attorney or. 
solicitor fi:eneral to prepare a commission to pass the greifji^ 
sealj^ aj^inting him to treat with us, 8(c. and be showe^ 
u$ % ktter. from Mr. Secretary Townshend^ which expreasea^ 
his concern that the commission itself could not be soot hji 
t|iis cQurier^ the of$cers who were to expedite it being in the. 
country, wjl^ich would oc(;^ion, a delay of eight or ten day^i^i 
hut. tbjEit its being then sent might be depended pn^ and. >itj 
was. hpp^Q the treaty might in the mean time be prpr 
ceeded oq. Mr. Oswald left with me a copy of the p^et 
which I enclose for your Excellency's consideratioUi and am|' 
with gr^at. respect, Sir, ]^our Excellency 's, S^iq, 

B. Franklin. ^ 

>u 
NSWER. 

A M. V^jiH^hi^^ ^.j 

Ja iiegoi% MonsiemvlalettredecivjourdMI 
▼ous m'avez honor6y et la copie du pouvoir que M. OawaM 
votn a< Qomoiiuaqu^ La fonne dans- la^pwUel il est Gaii|ii 



(. 
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n'^tant pas celle qui est usit^Ci je ne puis pas arr^ter mon 
opinion iu'ne premiere ivue^ jews I'examiiier avec la plus 
grande attention, et si vous voulez bien vous rendre ici 
Samedi matin, je pourrai en conf^rer avec vous, et aveC 
M. Jay s'il lui 6toit commode de vous accompagner. 

J'ai rhonneur d'etre, tris-paifaitement, MonsieuFi votre 
tr^s humble, &c. 

Db Veroeivnes. 

Versailles, le 8 Aout, 1 782. 



Extract of a Letter to the Hon. Rorbrt 

R. Livingston. 

Passt/, Jugust ld| 1782. 

^^ The second changes in the ministry of 
England have occasioned or have afforded pretences for 
various delays in the negociation for peace. Mr. Grenville 
had two successive imperfect commissions. He was at 
length recalled, and Mr. Fitzherbert is now arrived to re* 
place him, with a commission in due form to treat with 
France, Spain, and Holland. Mr. Oswald, who is here, 
is informed that a commission impowering him to treat with 
the commissioners of Congress will pass the seals, and be 
sent him in a few days. Till it arrives, this court will not 
proceed in its ow n negociation. I send the enabling act, as 
it is called. Mr. Jay will acquaint you with what passes 
between him and the Spanish ambassador respecting the 
proposed treaty with Spain. I will only mention that 
my conjecture of that court's design to coop us up within 
the Alleghany mountains is now manifested : I hope Coiw 
gress will insist on the Missisipi as the boundary, and the 
free navigation of the river, from which tliey would entirely 
exclude us.'* 

-B.'Fbakklin. ' 
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¥iRcm David Hartley, Esg. M. P. to Db. Frahkui^c 

Mv Dbar Frii&nd, London, J usv St l6, 1793# - 

Yours I received by Major Youfig togelblll' 
witb the work of yoiur veritabfe pkUoiophe, wbicb is fidl of 
humanity. I was not, before that, at a loss where I-abouM 
have looked for my veritable philosophe in the present actual 
fceoe of public politics. Your honest, anxious, and unre* 
mitted endeavours towards the re-establishment of peace, 
must endear you to your own country^ ftnd to all mankind. 
Whatever may have been transacting in America, (if it. can be 
possible that the suspicions which you mention should 
become true,) viz. to tamper with America for a breach of 
faith, of which sovpe^ suspicions sctero to be Ihrown out by the 
provindes of Maryland and Philadelphia, I can give ibo 
atroogeft testimonies of the constant honor and good faith q£ 
yout conduct and correspondencies ; and my lettera to you 
wiU bear oie equal testimony, that I bave never thrown; i)uli 
any dishonorable suggestions to ypu* When the pioposeA 
Congress of your veritable philosophe shall meel^ neither of 
us.4ieed fear its censures,. upon the strictest examination of 
of our correspondence. We will claim the poet's character 
of the. sincere statesman, ir 

*' Who knew no thought but what tho world might hear.*' 

In times of suspicion it must be some satisfaction to both of 
us to know, that no line or word has ever passed between' tl^^- 
but what the governments of Great Britain, France, attd 
America, night freely peruse as the words of good faitb;^ 
peace and satve/reconrtVia/ioit.' ^'- 

. The reaoliitions of Maryland and Philadelphia togetbef 
with the slow proceeding of our plenipotentiaries, ami even* 
the doubt'iagglnted whether they may not be in waiting for 
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e^nts in America, give me much concern. Not being in* 
formed to a certainty of die state of the negociation, I hanra 
declined any concern with ministry upon the subject of the 
refugees. Sic. My assistance cannot be indispensable upon 
that topicy but I deem it incBspensable to myself) not to be . 
committed in unknown ground, which from the points above^ 
menUooed must appear dubious: to me. These ara Aitf 
reasons- whicti I gave to tfa« minisler iw decliniDg. I mnal' 
at the same time give him the justice of the most abseiiiW 
and nslimited professions of sinceriify for peaces Whste^eii. 
divisions there may have been, as you say^ suspected' in ther 
cabinet, there are some of his colleagues stiH remaining, in 
whom I have the greatest confidence for sincerity and good 
intentions; The public prints of this coantry have sttitecf 
what are caUed shades of difference as to the mode. Those 
opinions which are imputed to Mr. Fox are certaMy mosC 
suitable to MTiopinionsw I am fipee to coaftss-te^you that my^ 
wishes- would: have been to- ha^e taicen- the m^st d^cMiMI 
ground friating to independence^ file; immediatdyfrem the 
97th of March last, vis. the accession of the ebangeof 
ministry. But I i^ee with yov in sentiment; vis. tb cencwP 
with all the goodthafofiers, when wecamrot obtm all the'- 
good that we ndgfat wish^ The situation of my sentimeDtaP 
at present is, an unbiassed neutrality of expectation, av eVentl^ 
may justify. 

I shall be obliged to you for the earliest communications 
of any public events* in America which may come to Europe^ 
with any public resolutions of congress or pramcee^ tuu 
and all memorials or negociations which may pats betweeri 
the parties in America. I am very aurious to have the 
earliest informations to form my opinions upoa^ and to be 
prepared accordingly. My utmost: endeavours- wiU^ always 
be exerted to the. blessed work of peace. I aa» ever, your 
affediemite . . J>4 ifanrrbBT..* 



To HIS ExCBLLCKCY J. JaY. EsQ. > 

DfiAB Sir, Passff, Sept. 4, 17d€L ^* 

Mr. Oswald's courier being returned, with^ 
directions to him, to male the independence of America the 
first article in the treaty, I would wait on you if I could/ to 
discourse on the subject : but as I cannot, I wish to se^ you 
here this evening, if not inconvenient to you. With great 
esteem, I have the hopor to be, dear Sir, your most obedtenif 
and mosi humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 



Letter and o£Sciai communicatiQn from Bichasd Os^n 
WALD, Esq. TO Db. Franklin. ^ 

Sir, 

In consequence of the notice I have just now 
had from Mr. Jay of your desire of an extract from my last 
letter from the secretary of state, regarding the proposed 
treaty on the subject of American afiairs ; and my aiudioitt^ 
in relation thereto, I take the liberty to send At same €fiH 
closed; which, together with Ae powers containetf'fai the 
commission which I had the honor of laying before ybd, anH. 
Mr. Jay, I am hopeftil will satisfy you of the willingness Imd 
sincere desire of his Majesty to give you entire content on 
that important subject. ' 

This axtraei I woidd have sent bcfote nowyUf I had 
thought yott wiabed'lo have k before I had the honor of 
waiting #n yoi^ myself; wkick waa.ontf delayed irntihl sfbooUi 
ba infi^roMd by M«. Jay, that you was weH eaongk to aM 
to» upoA bwaJMraa. I beartiiy wiala yoa a reeoatry of your 
li^alth, ami am, with sincare estaoia and regard, Sic^ yonr- 
mostobadieailimBfala senrant,.' -r ^: > ' 5 ^ - 
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( Enclosed in the foregoing.) 
Extract of a Letter to Richard Oswald^ Esq. from the 
Right Honorahle Thomas Townshend, one of his 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, dated Whitehall, 
Sept. 1, 1782. 

I 

SlE, . . 

^^ I have received and laid before the King 

jour letters of the ITth, 18th, and dlst tilt.; and I am com- 

"It" 

manded to signify to you his Majesty^s approbation of your 
conduct, in communicating to the American Commissioners 
the fourth article of your instructions ; which could not but 
convince them, that the ncgociation for peace, and (he ces- 
sion of independence to the Thirteen United Colonies, were 
intended to be carried on and concluded with the Conimis* 
sioners in Europe. 

" Those gentlemen having expressed their satisfaction con- 
cerning that article, it is hoped they will not entertain^ ii 
doubt of his Majesty's determination to exercise, in the 
fullest extent, the powers with which the act of parliaihent 
hath invested him, by granting to America, full, complete^ 
and unconditional independence^ in . the most explicit nian^ 
ner^ as an article of treaty/' .^ . 

Paris, Sept. 5, 1782* Richard Oswald* / 

From David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklii^, 

My dear Frien d. Hotel tT-Yonk, Sept. 7) 178£. 

I beg of you not to forget your letter to -Mr* 
Fox. Th« purpose of my journey to England will be, to do 
the best in my power for things and persons, and particularly 
for my friends. If you have any other private letters, send 
them to me; I will ddiver ibem. I hope likewise to be 
personally charged with the answers. I am belter this mom* 
ing, and shall certftidy set out tery early to-monow monuog. 
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Pray give my best coinplimeDts to Mr. and Mrs. Jay, and 
Mr. Temple Franklin. I wish you ail health till I have tho 
pleasure of Seeing you again. Your ever most affectionat* 
friend, D. Hartley. 

To Richard Oswald, Esq* 

Sir, Passy, Sept. 8, 1782. 

. ' . ■ ■ '. ■ • 

I have received the honor of yours, dated the 
oth instant, enclosing an eiUract of a letter to your Excel* 
lency froni the Right Hon. Thomas Townshend, one of his 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, wherein your con- 
duct in communicating to us the fourth article of your 
instructions appears to have beeh approved by his Majesty. 
I suppose therefore that there is no impropriety }n mj 
requesting a copy of that instruction ; and if you see none^ I 
wish to receive it from you, hoping it may be of , use in re-^ 
tnpving some of the difficulties that obstruct our proceeding. 
With great and sincere esteem, I am, Sir, your Excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

B'l^RAMRLIN. 

AS • 

I 

Copy of the fourth article of hid Majesty's insiru£tions to 
Richard Oswald, for his govemuleut in treating with (he 
Commissioners of the Thirteen United Colonies of Ahieriai 
for a truce or peace, the said instructions being dated the 
Slst day of July, 1782; viz. ' ■ * » - ^. 

<' 4th Artble. Incase yoti find tiie American' Commis«' 
sioners are not at liberty to treat on any Mrms short of inde- 
pendence, you are to declare to them/ that you ^ai^^ authority 
to make that concession* Our ardeat wisl^ for peace dis- 
posing us to purchase it at the price ^ef acceding to the 
complete independcince of the ThirtieeD* Colonies, num^y,. 
Ntfw Hanipshirej^tMluuHiohiisM'sBay^ 'Rhode Island, Con- 
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lower ooundes on DeU>vai«y MtrykiDd, Tirgmia) N^irdl 

Carolina, South Carolinai and Georgia in North Ameiicak" 

Passy>^ Sept. 9, 1782. Richaro 0«m'ai.i>. 

To THE Right Hon. the Eaul of Grantham. 

My Lord, P^x»Jh 'S^- ^^ 1782. 

A long und severe indisposition has delayed 
niy acknowledging the receipt of the letter your Lordship did 
me the honor of writing to me by Mr. Fitzherbert. 

You do me justice in believing that I agree with yoi^jya 
earnestly wishing the establishment €^ an honorable aRjl 
lasting peace; and I am happy to be assured by your Lord- 
ship that it is the system of the ministers with whom you aj^ 
co-operating. I know it to be the sincere ilesire of )Ji« 
United States, and with such dispostitions on both side^ 
there is reason to hope tliat the good wock in jits pjrogr!BA$|S 
will meet with little difficulty. A small one h^Si . occurred j.a 
the commencement, with which Mr. Os^'ald ¥^iU i^quai^ 
you. I flatter myself that means will be found pn jour p^ 
for removing it ; and my best endeavours in removing subse- 
quent ones (if any should arise) may be relied on. 

I had the honor of beiiig known to your Lordship's 

father. On several occasions he manifested a regard for.me^ 

and a confidence in me. I shall be happy if my conduct ia 

the present important business may procure me the same 

rank in the esteem of his worthy successor. I dm^ wttih ailH 

cere respect, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and 

most humble servant, 

B. Franklin.« 

To David Hartley, Esq. 
My Dear Friend, Passj/, Sept, 17i 1782. 

Sinc6i tliose acknowledged in my last, I havd 
recetved your several flivora of Aii^pist 16, 20, and 9I&. I 
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have been a long time afflicted with the gravel and gout, 
vibicb have much indisposed me for writing. I am e^tla 
now in pain, but will not longer delay some answer. 

I did not perfectly comprehend the nature of your ap- 
pointment inspecting the refugees, and I supposed you would 
in a subsequent letter explain it. Btit as I ^now find yoa 
have declined the service, such explanation h become unne* 
cessary. • ' 

I did receive the piaper you inquire about, intitled PteU-^ 
fninarie$y and dated Mayy 1782;' but it- was from you, and 
I know nothing of their having been communicated to thJI 
court. The third proposition, ** tiiat in case the negociatum 
between Great Britain and the allies of America should tidt 
succeed,' but war continue between them, Ameriiea should 
act and be treated as a neutral nation/' appeared at first 
«igbt iniidmisbible, being: contrary to our treaty. The truce 
too seems not to have been desired by any of the partiei. 
With unalterable esteem and afiection, I am, my dear frietidy 
ever yoUrs> Sue. B. Fbanklin. "• 



. I * 



Richard Oswald, Esq. to Benjamin Frank-- 

LiN, Esq. 

Sir, Paris, Sept. 24, 1782. 

Having received by a courier just now arrived^ 
a letter from Mr. Secretary Tpwnshepd, in answer to mine 
uhich went by the messenger dispatched from hence on the 
l£th, I take this opportunity of Mr. Whiteford to send jqu 
a copy of it. I hope he will bring good accounts of yoor 
health, which I sincerely wish, and am your excellency'i 
most obedient humble servant; 

Richard Oswald. 



^ See page 170 of this volwne. 
VOL. H. B 
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Thb RieHT Hon. Tbos. TowysHEKD, to Richar|> 

OslfALD, Esq* (Private.) 

Sib, Whitehall, Sept. 90, 1788. 

I r«ceived| on Saturdijr last^ Jonr psdceU of tho 
10th and 11th of this month. 

A meeting of the king's confidential servants was held aa 
soon as possible to consider the contents of them, and it 
^as at once agreed to make the alteration in the commissim 
proposed hy Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jay. I trust that the 
readiness with whidi this proposal has been accepted, will 
bo considered as an ample testimony of the openness and 
iinccrity with which the government of this comitry is dis«< 
posed to treat with the Americans. 

llie commission is passing with as much dispatch as the 
fsnns of office will allow^ but I thought it material that n^ 
delay should happen in giviiq; you notice of the determmatioft 
of his majesty's council upon this subject. Yoii will receivo 
the commission very soon after this reaches you. I am, 
with great r^gardi eir, your most obedient humble servant, ' 

T. TOWNSHSNO. 

ff 

ExtlACT OF k LSTTBR TO THE HoN. RoB£BT R. 

LlVINOBTON. 

Passy, Sept. 26, 1782. 

« '' The D^odations for peace have hitherto 

•ttonted to little more than mutual professiona of sinoeto 
desires, Sdc. ; being obstructed by the want of due form i» 
die English commissions appointing their plenipotentiaries. 
The objections made to those for treating with France^ 
Spain, and Hottaod^ were first removed ; and by the 



enclosed ' it seems that our objections to that for treating 
with us; wiir^Dow beifetii^ved al$o; so that we expect t4 
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'.!f lie Commission here following. 



COMMISSION :uq4er the Great Seal of Great Britaik^ empower- 
ing RicnARD Oswald, Esq. to treat with the Commission safot* 
the Thirteen United States of America. 



:\ 



.Gedrob the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britahi| 

France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, 'T9 

ou^ trusty and well-beiqved Richard Oswald, of our city of London^ 

Esq. gr^idg: Whereas, by virtue of ao Act passed in the las^ sestidML 

of |Hu:J lament, intititled, an Act to enable his Miyesty to conclude :9 

peace or truoe witii eertain colonies in North America there^ inepf 

tipned^ it is recited, that jit is essential to the interest, welfare, and 

prosperity of Great Britain and the colonies or plantations of Nevr 

Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode (sland, • Connecticut, Neilff 

Vork, New Jersey, Pennsylvania^ the three Jower counties on. Delar 

ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 

^eofgia, in North America, that peace, intercourse, trade, and fomfr 

»erce should he restored between them ; therefore, and for a iujil 

n^anifi^station of our earnest wish and desire, and of that of our p^y* 

' « ' 

liament, to put an end to the calamities of war, it is enacted, tha^ it 

should and might be lawftil for us to treat, consult of, agree^ andi 

cohclude with any commissioner or commissioners, named or to be 

n-dmed by the said colonies or plantations, or any of them respect 

lively, or with any bedy or bodies corporate or politic, or any assems^ 

Lly or assemblies, or description of men, or any person of peorsona 

whatsoever, a peace or a truce with the said colonies or plantations, 

or av>y of them,, or any part or parts thereof, any law, act or acta of 

parliament, matter or thing to the contrary in any wise notwith* 

standing; Now -know ye, that we, feposing especial tllist in youi^ 

wisdom, loyalty, diligence, and circumspection, in the manigeiRHi^ 

of the aft'airs to be hereby committed to your obexge, h^ye notffkf. 

nated and appointed, constituted and assigned, and by these preaettta 

do nominate and appoint, constitute and assign you, the said Ricbaid 

Oswald, to be our commissioner in that behalf, to use and ezeccitf. 

ail and every the power) and audwrities hereby entntstediind coti^' 
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begin in a few days our negociations. But there are ab 
many interests to be considered and settled in a pefbcc 
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mitted to you, the $i&id Uiehard Oswald, and to do, perform, and 
execute all other matters and things hereby enjoined and committed 
to your care, during our will and no loAger, according to the tenof 
pf these our letters patent ; And it is otir royal will and pleasure, 
and we do hereby authorise, empower, and require you, the said 
JUchard Oswald^ to treat, consult off and conclude, with any com- 
niissiuners or persons vested with equal powers^ by and on the part 
of the thirteen United States of America, viz« New Hampfthin» 
Mas8ackusett*8 Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Vtm 
Jersey^ Pennsylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, Maiy- 
Isnd, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia in North 
America, a peace or a truce with the said thirteen United States, anjT 
law, act or acts of parliament, matter or thing to the contrary in 
any wise notwithstanding. And it is our further will and pleasure^ 
that every regulation, provision, matter, or thing, which shall have 
been agreed upon between you, the said Richard Oswald, and. suph 
commissioners^ or persons as aforesaid, with whom you shall )»ve 
judged meet and sufficient to enter iqto such agreement, sbali bs 
fully and distinctly set forth in writing, and authenticated by your 
hand and seal on one side, and by the bands and seals of such com* 
snissioners or persons on the other, arkl such instrument so authen* 
iicated, shall be by you transmitted to us through one of our prin* 
cipal secretaries of state. And it is our further will and pleasure^ 
thsCt ybu, the said Richard Oswald, shall promise and engage for us, 
ahd in our rcyal name and word, that every regulation, provision^ 
matter, or thtng, which may be agreed to and concluded by you our 
said commissioner, shall be ratified and confirmed by us, in the 
fullest manner and extent ; and tliat we will not suffer them to be 
violated or Counteracted, cither in whole or in part, by any person 
whatsoever. And we do hereby require and command all our 
officers, civil and military, and all others our loving subjects what- 
soever, to be aiding and assisting unto you, the said Richard Oswald, 
in the execution of this our commission, and of the powers and 
autliorities herein contained. Provided always, and we do hereby 
declare and urdtiin, tliat the severe! offices, powers^ and authorities 



between five different nations^ that it will be well: not f6 
flatter ourselv^ with a very speedy conclusion." 'i 



hereby granted, shall cease, determine, and become utterly null and 
toid, on the first day of July, which shall be in the year of our LoiiA 
one thousaind seven hundred and eighty-three, although vre ibdl 
not otherwise, in the mean time, have revoked and determined tha 
same. And whereas in and by your commission and letters patent, 
under our great seal of Great Britain, bearing date the seventh day 
of August last, we nominated and appointed, constituted and a^ 
il^ed you, the said Kichard Oswald, to be our commissioner, tb 
irtBXf consult of, agree, and conehide with any commissioner ot 
commissioners named or to be named by certain colonies or ftaai^ 
tations therein specified, a peace or truce with the said colonies Of 
plsintations. Now know ye, that we have revoked and determined, 
and by these presents do revoke and determine, our said commissioii 
aiid letters patent, and all and every power, article, and thing thereli^ 
comtained. In witness whereof we have caused these our letters t* 
be made patent. • '• 

Witness our self at Westminster, the twenty-first day of Septem* 
ber, and the twenty-second year of our reign. 

By the King himself. 

YORKR ' 



Paris, Oct. 1, 178^.' , 
I certify, that the adjoining is a true copy of the commission, df 
which it purports to be a copy, and which has been shown to 'Dr. 
Franklin and Mr. Jay, ... ., 

Richard Oswald, ,, 
The commissioner therein name^f 
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To THE Hon. Robert R. Ltvinoston. 

• Sir, Ptfssy, Oct. 14, 178«. 

I have but just received information of this op|Mr* 
fftinitj, and have onlv time allowed to write a few lines. 
'^^ in my -last of the S6th past, I mentidned ibaf the nego- 
ciations for peare had been obstructed by the want of due 
fbrai in the £n<;lish commissions appointFng their pleai« 
potentiaries. In that for treating with us, the oicntionig 
-our states by their public name bad been avoided^ wbieh 
iire tihiocting to^ another is come^ of' v^hich I send a COpy 
incloKJ. ^^'c have how made several preliminary propo* 
' sitlous, which the English minister, Mr. Oswald, has ap- 
proved, and sait to bis court. He thinks they will be ap- 
proved tliere, but I have some doubts. In a few days, how* 
ever, the answer expected will determine. By the first of 
these articles the king of Great Britain renounces, for him* 
self and succc5>sors, all claim and pretension to dominion or 
lemtory within the thirteen United States ; and the boun- 
daries are described as in our iostructions, except that tho 
linp between Nova Scotia and New England is to be settled 
by. commissioners after the peace. By another article iho 
fishery in tlie American seas is to be freely exercised by the 
Americans, wherevtr they might fonneiiy ej^arcise it while 
united with Great Britain. By another, the citiscDS aad sub- 
jects of each nation are to enjoy tlie same protection and 
jprivileges in each other's ports and countries, respecting 
confmercc, duties, &c., that are enjoyed by native subjects. 
The articles are drawn up very fully by Mr, Jay, who I 
suppose sends you a copy ; if not, it will go by the next 
opportunity.^ If these articles are agreed to, I appf^ehd 
little difficulty iii the rest. Something bas been mendaned 
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about the refugees end English debta, but not iiaialtcl ott, ei 
we declared at once,, that whatever con^cations bad beea 
made in America, being in virtue of the laws of particular 
states, the congress had no authority to repeal those lawsj and 
tlterefore could give us none to stipulate for such repeal. 

The ministry here have been induced to send over M. ^ 
Rayneval, secretary of the council, to converse with Liord 
Shelbume, and endeavor to form, by that means, a more 
perfect judgment of what was to be expected from the nego- 
ciation. He was five or six days in England, saw all the 
ministers^ and returned quite satisfied that they are sincerely 
depiious of peace ; so that the negociations now go on with 
some prospect of success. But the court and people d[ 
England are very changeable. A little turn of fortune in 
their favor sometimes tuma their heads ; and I shall not thiak 
a, speedy peace to be depended on till I see the treatief 
cigned. With great esteem^ I have the honor to be, sir, fcc. 

B.FRANKLllf. 

To His Excellency John Ai)ijd8| Esq* MiNipTI^ 

Plbnipotentiaey, Bus. 

SiE, Passy, Oct. 15, 17M. 

* 

A long and painful illness has prevented my 
corresponding with your excellency regularly. 

Mr. Jay has^ 1 bel;eve, acquainted you with the obstruc* 
tions our peace negociations have met with, anc} |hat thej 
are at length removed. By the next courier expected from 
J^ondon, we may be able perhaps to form some judgment 
of the probability of success, so far as relates to our part- of 
ibe peace. How likely the other powers are to 8ettle their 
pretensions, 1 cannot yet learn. In the mean time America 
15 i^ually growifig more easy^ by the eniemy'a evacuation 
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of their posto^ as you will see by some intelligence I enclose. 
Witli greiat respect, I have the honor to be, &c. 

3* Franklin. 



•The Right Hon.T«Townsheni>, tq Db.Fba^jvsUN. 

S I n, WhUehatt, Oct. 23, 1 782. ' 

As Mr. Strachey' is going from hence to Paris 

■ • 

vrith some particulars for Mr. Oswald, which were not easily 
to be explained in writing, 1 take tlie liberty of introducmg 
him to your acquaintance, though' I am not sure that he is 
not already a little known to you. The confidential situation 
in which he stands with tne, makes me particularly desirous 
of presenting him to you. 

I believe, sir, I am enough known to you for you 'to 
believe mp, when 1 say, that there has not b^en from the 
beginning a single person more averse to the unhappy war^ 
or who wishes more earnestly than I do, for a return of 
peace and mutual amity between Great Britain and America. 
I tmi, with great regard, sir, your most obedient humble 
serrant, 

'•■ ■ T.TOWNSHENB^ 



■ Under secretary of state in the department of Mr. Townshciid, 
(afterwards Lord Sydney.) 



AnsW£R to the RipHT HoN. TaOMAS ToWNSHiOiliK 

Oiie ojf Ais majestu^s principal secretaries of state. 

Sir, Passy, Nov. 4, 1782. 

I received the letter you did me the honor d( 
\mting to rae by' Mr. Strachey ; and was much pleased wHE 
the opportunity it gave nlie of renewing and increasing tny 
acquaintance with a gentleman of so amiable and deserving 
a character.' 

1 am sensible you have ever been averse to the . measuret 
that brought on this unhappy war; I have, therefore, qc| 
doubt of the sincerity of your wishes for a return of pea(^ 
Min^ are equally earnest. Nothing therefore, except tha 
beginning of the war, has given me more concern than lot 
learn at the conclusion of our conferences, that it is oot 
likely to be soon epded. Be assured no endeavors ou ttjp 
part would be wanting to remove any difficulties that ini}r 
have arisen, or even if a peace were made, to procure afiem 
wards aipiy changes in the treaty that might tend to render ^ 
more perfect, and the peace more durable* But we, .|wliC| 
are here, at so great a distance from our constituents^ bavf 
not the possibility of obtaining in a few days fresh instnic* 
tions, as is the case with your negociators, and are therefore 
obliged to insist on what is conformable to those we hav^ 
and at the same time appears' ta us yist- a n fl 'i e asouaM e> 
With great esteem and respect, I have the honor, to be^ 
sir, &c. B.FRAN«LiN'.tU* 

' Dr. Franklin had formerly known this gentleman when he acted 
as secretary to the commissioa which Lord Howe and his brother tbm 
general were charged with in America, in the year 1776 ; the parti* 
culars 0f which are related in the Memoirs of the Life of Pr. FrankUiii^ 
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Henry Steachey, Esq, to the Ministers Pleni- 
potentiary FROM THE United States. 

Gentlem en, Parity Nov. 5, 1782. 

Kuowiog the expectation of the king's mjr 
jiisters, that full indemnity shall be provided for the whole 
body of refugees, eiiher by a restitution of their property, qf 
by some stipulated compensation for their losses^ and beii|g 
confident, as I have repeatedly assured you, that your refusal 
upon this point will be the great obstacle to a conclusion and 
ratification of that peace which is meant as a aoIid| perfect, 
permanent reconciliation and re-union between Great Britain 
.and America, I am unwilling to leave Parif without once 
more submitting the matter to your consideratiou. It affects 
equally, in my opinion, tlie honor and humanity of your couiw 
tiy and of ours. How far you will be justified in risking 
every favorite object of America, by contending againaX tlKis^ 
principles, is for you to determine. Independence and mans 
.than a reasonable^ possession of territory seem to be withifi 
jpur reach. Will you suffer them to be outweighed by tb^ 
j;ratifiGation of resentment against individuals f I venture ,tp 
assert that such a conduct hath no parallel in the histoiy of 
dvilized nations. 

I am under the necessity of setting out by two o'clock to- 
day ; if the time is too short for your re-consideratioo rad 
final determination of this important point, I shall hope that 
you will enable Mr. Oswald to dispatch a messenger after me, 
who may be with ine before morning at Chaniillyi where i 
{propose sleeping to-night, or who may overtake me before I 
«rrive in London, with a satisfiictory answer to this letter. 
I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, yours, &c» 

H. Strachey. 



(^Answer to the foregoing.) 

. . To EbSxRACHE^^ Esq. 
Sir, Parisy.Nav.d, 1782. 

We have been honored with your faror of the Mh in* 
Klant, and as our answer to a letter we.received from Mrv 
Oswald on the saaie subject contfuna our unanimous senti* 
oaents ri^specting it, we.t^ke the liberty of referring yon to tba 
jados^ copy of that A08w^» We .have the honor to be, sa^ 
your most obedient, 8cc, 

Co?T OF THE LeTTBE TQ.Mi^. OHWALD, 

.SxK, Nop. 6, 178£. 

.. ' In answer to die letter you did us the honor to wrttt 
on the 4tt} instant, we beg leavq to repeat what we often said 
in conversation, viz. that die restoration of such of the eiN 
tates of reiiigees as have been confiscated is impracticably 
because they were confiscated by laws of particular states, 
and in many instances have passed by legal titles throng 
several hands* Besides, sir, as this is a matter evidently 
appertaining to the inlemal polity of the separate states, dit 
congress by the nature of our constitution have no authoriff 
to ititerfere with it. 

As to your demand of compensation to thosQ pfusons^ wa 
forbear enumerating our reasons for thinking it ill founded : 
^1 the moment of conciliatory overtures it would not be fto* 
per to call certain scenes into view^ over which a variety of 
considerations should induce both parties at present to draw 
a veil. Permit us therefore only to repeat, that we cannot 
stipulate for such compensation, unless on your part it \m 
agreed to make retribution to our citizens for the heavy losses 
they have sustained by the unnecessary destruction of their 
private |jroperty* 
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We have already agreed to an amnesty more extensive than 
jostice required^ and full as extensive as humanity couM 
demand. We can therefore only repeat^ that it cannot he 
extended further. 

We should be sorry if the absolute impossibility of our 
complying further with your propositions on this head^ should 
induce Great Britain to continue the war^ for the sake of 
those who caused and prolonged it. But if that shbnld-M 
the case, we hope that the utmost latitude will not be agliil 
jgiven to its rigors. 

Whatever may be the issue of this negotiation^ be assaredi 
air, that we shall always acknowledge the liberal, madly/ aod 
candid manner in which you have conducted it, and tiuit'we 
shall remain, with the warmest sentiments of esteem and re» 

gardi your most obedient and very bumble servanta. 

.f. 

Artich proposed by the American plmipoteniiarke* 

It is agreed that his Britaimic Majesty will eamealfly 
feeommend it to his parliament to provide for, and maketom^ 
pensation to the merchants and shopkeepers of Boston, whoW ' 
goods and merchandise were seized and taken out of their 
stores, warehouses and shops, by order of General Gage abd 
others of his commanders or officers there, and also to the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia, for the goods taken away by his 
anny there, and to make compensation also for the tobacco^ 
rice, indigo, negroes, 8cc. seized and carried off by his armiet 
under Generals Arnold, Comwallis, and others, from the state 
of Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia. And 
also for all vessels and cargoes belonging to the inhabitants of 
tfae said United States, which were stopped, seized, or tal^en, 
either in the ports or on the seas, by bis governors or by bia 
ships of war, before the declaration of war a^ist the said 
States. 



Aud it. ift further agreed^ that Us Bjitamiic Nfajeityv'#iU 
jtisQ wm^sdy r^cQmnieiid i| -to bis ptfrliamaiit to make com* 
penaation for all towos, villages, and farms, burnt aiid destrogrw 
ed by his troops or adherents in the said United States.' 

FACTS. 

There existed a tree commerce upon mutual faitfi 
between Great Britain and America. The merchants of ito 
fotiper credited the merchants and planters of the latter witb 
great quantities of goods, on the common expectation thatth0 
merchants having sold the goods would make the accustonied 
ivmitt^nces ; that the planters would do the same by the labor 
of their negroes, and the produce of that labor, tobacco, rke^ 
indigo, &C. 

England, before the goods were sold in America, sends <A 
armed force^ seizes those goods in the stores, some even in 

« 

the ships that brought them, and carries them off. Seizes 
also and carries off the tobacco, rice, and indigo, provided by 
the planters to. make returns, and even the negroes from wboM 
lab^ they might hope to raise other produce for that purpoafti 

Britain i^ow demands that the debts shall nevertbele^.bfr 
paid. -"-. 

Will she, can she, justly refuse making compensation for 
such seizures i .. ^.'a/ 

If a. draper who had sold a piece of linen to a h^hborjos 
credit, should follow him, take the linen from him by fotca; 
and then send a bailiff to arrest him for the debt, would aiq^ 
court of law or equity award the payment of the debts^ witli» 
out ordering a restitution of the cloth i . , 

Will not the debtors in America cry out, that if this cooa* 
pcnsation be not made, they were betrayed by tbq pretended 
credit^ aud are now dopbly ruined^ first by the. eoe9i}r,.<|iMl 
then by the negociators.at Paris, the goods and o^roes sold 
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ihem bdng taken from them^ with all they had besides; and 
they are now to be obliged to pay for what they have beeor 
robbed of* 



•I J 



To Richard Oswald^ Esq. 

SiF> ^(^^^9 November S6, 1782. 

You may well remember that in the beginnin|^ 
of our conferences^ before the other commissioners arrived, 
on mentioning to me a retribution for the loyalists whose 

• 

estates had been forfeited, I acquainted you that nothing of 
that kind could be stipulated by us, the confiscations being 
Nniade by virtue of laws of particular states, which the con- 
gress had no power to contravene or dispense with, and 
therefore could give us no such authority in our commission. 
And I gave it as my opinion, honestly and cordially, that if a 
reconciliation was intended, no mention should be made in 
our negociations of those people ; for they having done infi- 
nite mischief to our properties by wantonly burning and 
destroying farm-houses, villages, and towns, if compensation 
for their losses were insisted on, we should certainly exhibit 
against it an account of all the ravages they had committed, 
which would necessarily recall to view scenes of barbarity. 
that must inflame instead of conciliating, and tend to pes pe* 
tuate an enmity that we all profess a desire of extinguishing. 
Understanding however from you, that this was a point your 
ministry had at heart, I wrote concerning it to congress, and 
I have lately received the following : 

** By the United States in Congress assembled. 

September 10, 1782. 
" Resolved, that the secretary for foreign affairs be, and h 
hereby directed to obtain as speedily as possible authentic returns of 
the stores and other property which have been carried offer destroy* 
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fli In tbe eourte of the war by tht enemy, and to transmit the um«- 
tm tl|e ministers plenipotentiary for negociatiog a peace. 

" That in- the mean time tbe secretary for foreign affairs inform lh# 
said ministerSi that many thousands of slaves, and other property to 
a viery great amount, have been carried off or destroyed by the enemy j 
and that, in the opinion of congress, tht great loss of property whieh 
the titizens of the United States have sustained by the enemy l»UI 
be considered by several states as an inseparable bar to their roakiA|( 
ntdtulion orindemnification to the former owners of property, whicfet 
has been or may be forfeited to, cr confiscated by any of the states. 

^ In consequenc* of these resolutions^ and the circular letters U^ 
tht secreury, the assembly of Pennsylvania then sitting passed tb< 
following act, via. 

^ The state of Pennsylvania in general assembly. 

Wtdneiday, Sepimber 18, 178t. : 

M The Bill intitled ' An Act for procuring an estimate of thft 

damages sustained by the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, from the troops 

and adherents to the king of Great Britain during the present war/ 

was read a second time. ' , 

^^rdevtd to be traoicribed and printed for public consideration^ ; 

^ Eitiacta from the minutes, 

« Petee 2. Lloyd, • ^^ 

^ Clerk of the general assembly.* ' 

*' Bill intitled * An Act for procuring an estimate of the damagtf 
sttstained by the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, from the troops an4 
adherents of the king of Great Britain during the present war/ .^ 

^ Whereas great damages of the most wanton nature have b^ca, 
committed by the armies of tbe king of Great Britain or their a^* 
herents, within the territory of the United States of North America, 
unwarranted by the practice of civiliied nations, and only to be ac^ 
counted for from the vindictive spirit of the said king and hlsofficecv 
And whereas an accurate account and estimate of such damages, more 
tspecially the waste and destruction of property, may be very useful 
to the people of the United States of America, in forming a fiitufW 
treaty of peace, and in the mean time may serve to exhibit in a true 
light to the nations of Europe the conduct of the said king, bis minia- 
ters, officers and adherents; to tjie end, therefore^ that proper measurta 
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'1Mb ttfe:ento ascertaia the damages aforesaid, which htTe been doniftta 
'Ihe citizens and inliabicants of Penns^'lvania, in the course of the pit-^ 
'Mat war, within this state ! 

'^ *< Be it enacted by the representatives of the freemen of the cata* 

' ittonwealth of PennsylYania, in general assembly met» and by t&e 

''authority of the same, that in every county uf this state, Vrhieh has 

'4>een invaded by tlie armies^ soldiers, and adherenta of the lung of 

threat Britain, the commissioners of every such county sh^ imibe- 

diately meet together, each within their county, and issue directidlia 

"to the assessors of the respective townships, districts, and places %rilii- 

'in such county ) to call upon the inhabitants of every township' and 

' )p1ace, to furnish accounts and estimates of the damages, waste,'spofl| 

and destruction, which have been done and committed as afoitadld^ 

'upon the property, real or personal, within the same township orplace, 

since the first day of , which was in tUe year of our Lord 17T'. , 

And the same accounts and estimates to transmit to the said comniis- 
' sioners without delay. And if any person or persons shall refuse or 
neglect to make out such accounts and estimates, the said assiistor^ 
of the township or place shall, from their own knowledge, and by iny 
otlier reasonable and lawful methods, take and render such an accoiiht 
tod estimate of all damages done or committed as aforesaid. '' " 

*' Provided always, that all such accounts and estimates, to be raide 

'^out and transmitted as aforesaid, shall contain a narrative of the time 

'and circumstances, and, if in the power of the person aggrieved, the 

lUunes of tlie general or other officer, or adherent of the enemy, by 

'Vhom'thc datnu^r; in any case was done, or under whose orders the 

'lirtny, detachment, i>arty, or persons committing the same, acted at 

fhat time, and also the name and addition of the person and per.«on4 

whose property was so damaged or destroyed : and that all such ac- 

coimts and ef^timates be made in current money, upon oath or aim-i 

mation of the sufferer, or of others having knowledge concerning the 

'.st^is; and that in every case it be set forth, whether the partyii\{urcd 

•had received any satiiifactiuu for bis less, and by whom the same was 

given. 

" And he it furtjier enacted by the authority aforesaid, that tbe^d 

commissioners having obUiined the said accounts and estimates frorti 

th^ a&^e§sOi-s ofihe several townships and places, shall proceed to m- 

-•pcct anU tegisttr the namo lu'a'boolc to be pro>'ided forftit purpose, 
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distiDguishiqg the districts and townships^ and entering thpseoi 
plfce. together; and if any account or estimate be iniperfjpct or.Mt 
f ufficientty verified and established, the saidcommissioners sbi^U l^va 
power, and they or any two of ibem are hereby authorised to Him* 
mon and com|>el any person whose evidence they shall thinjc nec|ff- 
sary^ to appear before them at a day and place tu be appointed, tc^i^ 
examined apoh oath or affirmation, concerning any damage. or iEJingr 
ail afofesaid; and the said commissioners shall, upon the caU Ml4 

• s 

demand of the. president or vice»-president of the supreme execu^jre 
j^uncil, deliver or send to the secretary of the said council, all or any 
. qf the original accounts and estimates aforesaid, and shall also deliver 
or send to the said secretary, copies of the book aforesaid, or any part 
or parts thereof, upon reasonable notice. 

** And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all lossca 
of negroes or mulatto dftves and servants who have been deluded, and 
cirried away by the enemies of the United States, and which have 
7^ot beru recovered or recompensed, shall be comprehended within 
th^ accounts and estimates aforesaid, and that the commissioners and 
assessors of any county, which hath not been invaded as aforesaid, 
shall n> vcrtheless inquire after and procure accounts and estimates 
of any damages suffered by the loss of such servants, and slaves, as is 
herein before directed as to other property. 

'* And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the 
chargiss and expenses of executing this act, as to the pay of the said 
commissioners and assessors, shall be, as in other cases, with the wit* 
nesses, rewarded for their loss of time and trouble, as witnesses sum* 
moned to aopear in the courts of quarter sessions of the peace, ani 
vhe said charges and expenses shall be defn^ed^by the comnoKMH 
wealth, but paid in the first instance out of the monies in the hands 
of the treasurer of the county for county rates, and levies, upon orders 
drawn by tlie commissioners of the proper county." 

We have not yet had time to hear what has been done by 
the other assemblies : but I have no doubt that similar aoti 
will be made by all of them ; and that the mass of evidence 
produced by the execution of those acts, not only of the 
enormities committed by those people under the direcUoD of 
British generals, but of those committed by the British troops 

VOL. II. a 
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^hemaelvesy ivill form a record Uiat must render the Brituh 
name odious in America to the latest generations. In that 
authentic record will be found the burnings of the fine town 
of Chariestown^ near Boston^ of Falmouth just before winter, 
when tlie sick, the aged, the women, and children, were driven 
to seek shelter where they could hardly find it; of Norfolk in 
the midst of winter ; of New London, of Fairfield, of Esopus, 
&c. 8cc. ; besides near a hundred and fifty miles of unsettled 
country laid waste, every house and bam burnt, and many 
hundreds of farmers with their wives and children butchered 
and scalped. 

The present British ministers, when they reficct a little, will 
certainly l>c too equitable to suppose, t^f^ tlicir nation has a 
right to make an unjust war, (which they have always allowed 
this against us to be) and to do all sorts of unnecessary mis* 
chiefs unjustifiable by the practice of any civilised people, 
.which those they make war with arc to suifcr, without claim- 
ing any satisfaction, but tliat if Britons or oilier adheruAt;» 
are in return deprived of any property, it is to bu restored to 
them, or they arc to be indemnified ! The British troops 
can never excuse tlicir barbarities. They were unprovoked. 
The loyalists may say in excuse of tlieirs, that they were 
exasperated by the loss of their estates, and it was revenge. 
They have then had their revenge. Is it right they sliould 
have bpth i 

Some of these people may liave merit with regard to Bri- 
tain ; those who espoused her cause from affection, tliese it 
may become you to reward. But tlierc are many of them 
who are waverers, and were only determined to engage in it by 
some occasional circumstances or appearances ; these have 
not much of cither merit or demerit ; and there are others 
who have abundance of demerit respecting your cotmtr}*, 
having by their falsehoods and misrepresentations brought on 
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arid encouraged the continuance of the war. These, instead 
of being recompensed^ should be punished. ' < 

It is usual among Christian people at war to profess always 
a desire of peace. But if the ministers of one of the parties 
chose to insist particularly on a certain article which fbey 
loovir the others are not and cannot be empowered to agree 
to, what credit can diey expect should be given to such pro* 
fiBssions ? 

. Your ministers require that we should receive again into 
our bosoms those who have been our bitterest eoemiels ; and 
restore their properties who have destroyed ours ; and this 
while the wounds they have just given us are still bleeding. 
It is many years aiiice your nation expelled the Stuarts and 
their adherents, and confiscated their estates. Much of yonr 
resentment against them may by this time be abated. Yet if 
we should insist on and propose it as an article of our trea^ 
with yon, that that family should be recalled, and the forfeited 
estates of its friends restored, would you think us serious in our 
professions of earnestly desiring peace i 

I must repeat my opinion that it is best for you to drop dl 
mention of the refugees. We have proposed indeed nothing 
but what we think best, both for you as well as ourselves. 
But if you will have diem mentioned, let it be in an article 
which may provide that they shall exhibit accounts of their 
losses, to commissioners hereafter to be appointed, who riiall 
examine the same, togedier with the accounts now preparing 
in America of the damages done by them ; and state the ac- 
count. And that if a balance appears in their favor it shall 
be paid by us to you, and by you divided among them as you 
shall think proper ; and if the balance is found due to us, it 
shall be paid by you. 

Give me leave however to advise you to prevent the necea-t 
sity of so dreadful a discussion^. by dropping die article, that 
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^MrfuyyfrWrite, to ^\iiierica, and stop die inquiry. I kave tl|e 
honor to be, &c. U. Fbanklin. . 

B. Vaughan, Esq. to Dh. Franklin. 

\My DEAREST SlR» ■ P^rif j AW ^, HM) 

. 1 Bm so ftgitatad with the present criM^ thatl 
canncil help writing jou, to beseech joti again and again, la. 
Bieditate upon some luild expedient about the refugees^ or ta 
gife a favorable ear^ and helping band to such as ma; luro ap« 

Both sides agree that the matter. of expense is nothing; 
and the matter of honor io my opinion is leastto thai side^ 
which lias most iense and most justice on its aide* It seema 
to me that the matter of the present pearTy aodyWiCM haffi^ 
m€98f are the only points of true concern to either. 

If I can judge of. favorable moments, the present is o£.ajU 
others most favorable to our views of rtionciliaiwi. Wf 
have liberal American commissioners at Paris, a liberal E^g* 
lish commissioDer, and a liberal first minister for Rggland* 
All these circumstances may vanish to«morrow, if this treaty 
blows over. 

If 3rDu wanted to break off jour treatji I am perfectly sear 
sibie that you could not do it on grounds iu which America 
would more join with you, than this of the refugees. OU: the 
other hand> if EngUmd wanted to breaks she oould not wish 
for betler ground on her side. You do not break ; and there- 
fore I oouclude you both sincere. But in this way, I see the 
treaty is likely of itself to break. I pray then, my dearest, 
dearest sir, that you would a little take this matter to heart* 

If the refugees are not silenced, you must be sensible .what 
constant prompters to evil measures you leave us,. what per- 
petual sources of bad information. If tlie minister is able, 
'on the other hand, to hold up his head on this oufi poi|it, yon 
must fee how much easier it will be for you both to cany on 



the great work of re-union, as far a$ relates to prfnce iadd^ 
people. \Ve are not well informed about the deeds of ilMr 
refugees in England ; and we can only now be well informed 
by publications that would do irreparable mischief. 

Besides, yo« are- the most magnanimous natioQ; add can 
exeAae -dikigs toyour people, which at^ can less excase to 
mrk. ■' Not td mention, -Uiat when congress sent youber^iaiti 
nesdldtions^ she was not aware that you would be ao nearai 
setdement, as you are at present. To judge which is tfair 
hardest tasV, youri^ or England's, -put yourself in Lord Sbel- 
blime -a place. The only marks of confidence shown him at 
P^ris, are such a^ he dar^s not name ; and the only marka 
promised him, nve future national ones. England has givenr 
much ground of confidence to America. lo my opinioir 
England will do her business in the way of rbconcIAIa* 
tJON, very nmch in proportion, as you dd your buaioQaa 
glineroTialy at the present peace. England is to be v^n^'M 
wtAi i» America is to be won ; and 1 beg you would think: 
#{ffa yourself and your colleagues about the means, Eacuaia 
this freedom, my dearest sir ; it is the result of a ftry miM 
he^rt, that thinks a little property nothings to miioh happimtas. 
I do not however ask you to do a dishonorable tMa|^, iM 
^mply to save England ; and to give dur English iKkixKXf 
(he means of saying on the 5th December, we hafv^dote 
m&riihAn the hst ministry have done. I hope you ^iffinsi 
think this zeal persecution ; for I shall not mention tbia siibi^ 
ject to you again, of my own accord. '•■•^^^ i 

I know you have justice on your side; I know you aaiip 
talk of precedents; but there is such a thing as forgiverl^Ss 
z^ generosity, and as a manly policy, that can ^hare a saSKtl 
toss rather than miss a greater good. Yours, my dearM'Au'j; ^ 
most devotedly, most gratefully, most affectionately, ' (lO. 
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To M. LB CoMT£ DB VeRGENNKS. 

Sir, Pa^y, Nov. 29, 1782. 

1 have the honor to acquaint your Excellency, that 
die commissioners of the United States have agreed with 
Mr. Oswald on the pneliminary articles of the peace between 
those States and Great Britain. To-morrow I hope we shall 
be able to communicate to your excellency a copy of them. 
With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your excel- 
lency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Bi Franklin. 

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard Oswald, 
Esquire, the commissioner of his Britannic majesty, for 
treating of peace with the commissioners of the United 
States of America, in behalf of his said majesty on the one 
part, and John Adams, Benjauiin Franklin, John Jay, and 
Henry Lauren&, four of the commissioners of the said 
States, for treating of peace with the commissioner of bis 
said majesty on their behalf on the other part, to be in- 
serted in and constitute the treaty of peace proposed to be 
concluded between the crown of Great Britain and the 
. said United States, but which treaty is not to be concluded 
until terms of a peace shall be agreed upon between Great 
Britain and France, and his Britannic majesty shall be ready 
to conclude such treaty accordingly. 

Wqereas reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience are found 
by experience to form the only permanent foundation of peace and 
firiendship between States, it is agreed to form the articles of the pro- 
posed treaty, on such principles of liberal equity and reciprocity, as 
that partial advantages (those seeds of discord) being excluded, such 
a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between the two countries 
may be established as to promise and secure to both perpetual peace 
and harmony. 
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Article 1. His BriUnnic Majesty acknowledges the said United 
States, viz. New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Penov 
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, and Oeorgia, to be free, sovereign, and independent States; that 
he treats with them as such, and for himself, his heirs, and successoriy 
relinquishes all claims to the government, proprietary, and territori^ 
rights of the same, and every part thereof; and that ail disputes which 
might arise in future on the subject of the boundaries of the said 
United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared that 
the following are, and shall be their boundaries, vie. 

Article S. From the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, viz. That 
angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from the source of 
St.Croix River, to the highlands, along the said highlands which di- 
vide those rivers that empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence, 
from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the north- westermost 
head of Connecticut river; thence down along the middle of that river 
to the forty-fiflh degree of north latitude, from thence by a line due 
west on said latitude until it strikes the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, 
thence along the middle of said river into lake Ontario, through the 
middle of said lake, \intil it strikes the communication by water be- 
tween that lake and lake Erie, thence along the middle of said com* 
munication into lake Erie, through the middle of said lake until it 
anives at the water communication between that lake and lake HuroDy 
thence along the middle of said water communication into the lakeHuron> 
thence through the middle of the water communication between that 
lake and lake Superior, thence through lake Superior, northward of the 
isles Royal and Phelipeaux, to the Long lake, thence through the middle 
of said Long lake, and the water communication between it and the lake 
of the Woods, to the said lake of the Woods, tlience through the said, 
lake to the most north-western point thereof, and from thence on a 
due west course to the river Mississippi, thence by a line to be drawn 
along the middle of the said river Mississippi until it shall intersect 
the northernmost part of the thirty-first degree of north latitude; south, 
by a line to be drawn due east from the determination of the line last 
mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the Equator 
to the middle of the river Apalachicola or Catahouche, thence along 
the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint river, thence si 
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iD-flfaef htel ^MvMmry't riven •ad tbenet 4a«ni •Imos xYm uruMto of 
9l»lfftry't river to.tbe AtlaniicOce«fi;.ea$t kyt^ lioe lo tednwi 
lAmg the midcUe 6f .tbe river St.Ci«ix^ from ivejiiMHith to Uic Baj W 
Steely to its source^ ikid fruffi it» Murcc^ direri^ porlh Vo liie alureMid 
fajgblnudiiy which divide the rivers-thei (^ iato tlie Atlaotac Oceaa 
frim theee that fall into tlie fiver 8t LAwreuce^ comprebciultDg aJl 
Uhnds within twenty leagues of any part of the ahorca of the Uotted . 
Slatety «ml lying between, liuea to be drawo due eaat from tlie points 
wiieie the aibresaid boundaries between Njova Scotia on the tarn futp 
aiid£aat Florida on the othtri sbaJl. respectively Umith the Bay of 
Fundy and the AUantic Ooean^ exoepting snob blaods mm noM.arexur 
heretofore have been within the limits of tbt-saadfcovince of Nievn 
Sootia. ... j^ 

Article 3. It is agreed that the people of the. United States afeali- 
continue to ei\^y unmolested the right to taiM fish of any kind oa . 
Um grand bank, and on all the other banks of Newfoundland, abio in 
the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and at all other places iu the sea where 
the inhabitants of both countries used at any time heretulbm to fish. 
And also that the inbabiunts of the United States sliall have liberty 
to take fish of any kind on tueh part of the coast of Newibuodlaodas 
British fishermen shall nte (hot not to dry or cure the same'on that 
istaod) and also on the coasts,- bays and creeks of all other of his Bri- 
taonie majesty's dominions in America^ and tliat tho American fisher- 
men shall have Uberty to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled 
bays^:harborsy and creeks of Nova Scotia^ Magdalen islundsi and La* 
brador, so long as the same shall reuiain unsettled, but so soon as the 
saiM or either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful ibr the 
said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement, without a pre- 
vious agreement for that purpose with the inhabitantSi proprietorif or 
possessorsof the ground; 

Anicle 4. It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet with 
nO' lawful impediment to the recovery of the full value in sterling 
money of all b&najuk debtA heretofore contracted. 

Article 5. It is agreed that the congress shall eaniestly recommend 
it m the legislatures of the rsspective States, to provide for the vesii« 
tution of all estates, rights, and properties, which have been eenfis- 
cated belonglDg to real British subjects; aud alboof the estat«s>jights, 
aud-propenaes of persons tesident^ in disirkts In Hie p ois as s to of his 
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majesty's -annsi and who have not borne arms against ttenMIMled^ 
States : and that persons of. any other description shall hav4sCfa|^ 
liberty to go to any part or parts of the thirteen United States; 
therein to remain twelve months unmdested in their endeavors tp 
tain the restitution of such of their estates^ rights, and properties |^f 
may have been confiscated^ and that congress shall also eamestl^rmr 
commend to the several States a re-consideration and revisiim ointki 
acts or laws regarding the premises, so a» to render the said lawMtf'' 
acts perfectly consistent not only with justke and equityi but wttll^ 
that spirit of conciiis^tion which on the return of the blessings <«t peaiMli'^ 
should universally prevail. And that congress shall also .earnestly' w'f 
commend to the several States, that the estates, rights, and p^opevtiei;^' 
of such last-mentioned persons, shall be restored to them, they t^^^ 
funding to any persons who may be now in possession the bonm Jide 
price (where any has been given) which such persons may have paid ' 
on purchasing any of the said lands, rights or properties, since tfa« ' 
confiscation. 

And it is agreed that all persons who have any interest in confisea* = 
ted lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, or otherwise, shatt 
meet with no lawful impediment in the prosecution of their just rights. ' 

Article 6. That there shall be no future confiscations made nor aoftf '. 
prosecutions commenced against any person or persons for, or by nmi: 
Fon of the part which he or they may have taken in the present w^k^l 
and that no person shall on that account suffer any future loss or da^^s 
mage either in his person, liberty, or property, and that those who ma]i. i 
be in confinement on such charges at the time of the ratification flfii 
the treaty in America, shall be immediately set at liber^, and the pvaniid 
sccuUon so commenced be discontinued. , A Ui^^ 

Article 7.. There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between hia;^v 
Britannic majesty and the said States, and between the sutyects of-^i«L ", 
one and the citiaens of the other; wherefore all hostilities both l^ 
sea and land shall then immediately cease; all prisoners on both sides ;. 
shall be set at liberty, and his Britannic majesty shall with all conve** - 
nient. speed, and without causing any destruction or carrying awe|: 
any negroes or other property of the American inhaUtantSp withdraw 
all hk armies, garrisons, and fleets, from the said United bca^e^, andu • 
from every port, places and harbor within the same; leaving in aULftrm ■ 
tifications-tbe American artillery tJhat may be therein. And sbflJii al8#;;k- 
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order and cause all archives, reconls, deeds, and papers, belonging to 
anj of the said States^ or their citizens, which in the course of the war 
may have fallen into the hands of his officers, to be forthwith restored 
and delivered to the proper States and persons to whom they belong. 
Article 8. The navigation of the river Mississippi from its source 
to the Ocean shall for ever remain free and open to the subjects of 
Great Britain and the citizens of the United States. 

Article 9. In case it should so happen that any place or territory 
Monging to Great Britain or to the United States should be con- 
quered by the arms of either from the other, before the arrival of these 
articles in America, it is agreed that the same shall be restored witli- 
out difficulty and without requiring any compensation. 
Done at Paris, November 30, 1782. 

RICHARD OSWALD. (L. S.) 

JOHN ADAMS. (L. S.) 

B. FRANKLIN. (L. S.) 

JOUN JAY. (L. S.) 

HENRY LAURENS. (L. S.) 

Witness.— Calls Whiteiord, Secretary to the Briti»h Commission. 
William Temple Frakklix, Secret2U'y to the Ameri- 
can Commission. 

SEPARATE ARTICLE. 
It is hereby understood and agreed, that in case Great Bri- 
tain at the conclusion of the present war shall recover or be put In 
possession of West Florida^ the line of nortii boundary between th« 
said province and the United States, bhall be a line drawn from the 
mouth of the river Yassous, where it uuitcs with the Missisbippi, due 
east to the river Apalachicola. 

Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of November, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-two. 

RICHARD OSWALD. (L. S.) 

JOHN ADAMS. (L. S.) 

B. FRANiOIN. (L. S.) 

JOHN JAY. (L. S.) 

HENRY LAURENS. (L. S.) 

Attest. — Caleb Wuite^ ord. Secretary to the British Commission. 
Attest. — William Temple Feahklixt, Secretary to the American 
Commission. 
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To R. R. LlViNGSTON^EsQ. 

[ExTBACT.] Pd«9r> Dee$ S, 17WL 

" You desire to be verj particiilarly acquainted 
with ^' every step which tends ta a n^ociation.^ I am tbere-^ 
fore encour^ed to send you the first part of the jourad/ 
which accidents and a long severe illness interrupted ; butf 
which, from notes i have by me, may be continued if thought 
proper. In its present state, it is hardly fit for the inspectioor 
of congress, certainly not for public view. I confide it 
therefore to your prudence. 

The arrival of Mr. Jay, Mr. Adams^ and Mr. Laurens^ 
relieved me from much anxiety, which must have continued; 
if I had been left to finish the trea^ alone ; and it has given 
me the more satisfaction, as I am sure the business haa 
profited by their assistance* 

Much of the summer had been taken up in objecting 
against the powers given to Great Britam, and in removing 
diose objections, in using any expressions that might imply 
an acknowledgment of our independence, seemed at first 
industriously to be avowed. But our refuring odiervrise to 
treat, at length induced them to get over ^t difficulty, imd 
then we came to die point of making propositions. Those 
made by Mr. Jay and me before the arrival of the oth^r 
gentlemen, you will find in the enclosed paper^ No. i,* which 
was sent by the British plenipotentiary to London for the 
king's consideration. After some weeks an under secretary, 
Mr. Strachey, arrived; with whom we had much contesta-^ 
tion about the boundaries and odier articles which he pro- 
posed ; we settled some, which he carried to London, and 

' Sec page 125 of this vol. * Sec p. 267. ib. 
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nintneikmiik the pioposiCioiM ;* sotae a^opUMl, otKert omitted 
QK.^filter^f and new ones added ; whicb you wiD tee in paper 
No. 2/ We spent many days in discussiiig and disputilig^' 
Ii9fl..ati Jeogtfa agreed on and signed the p&SLiiilNAniBs, 
ipl^; jpu will re^ve by this eonireyarfce,^ The Britisli 
i||VyuitMliS;:8troggM hard for..tfto points; that Ihe favdrs' 
gmMk WAo :nigralists sbonld be 'extended, and all ottr' 
isbeiy contracted. We silenced them on the first, by t huM i t ^ 
^jMK 'tp: produce /an account of thofiniiMMcf doner by diese 
BMPJO} and asito thesecond^ vrbtn they told us diey ootid- 
not possibly agree to it as we requested it| and asoat nt&pt^ 
to- the ministry in London ; we prodnced n new avtiGle tafh% 
nffm^ at.tlie smso t^moi with a note, of fiida in support'tof 
iti:.bptb which you haTe» jNo. SJ Apparently it seemed> 
ti^t fo evcM Ihe discussion of Ihii, they suddenly: diaii^edi 
tl^ miudSf jdroppediheidesign of recurnng to-LoaakBiy liMlf 
agreed to allow the fishery as demanded. : • '^^ 

u,li9^ wiU find* in. the pfeliniinaiies^i some in atuBH a^dnd 
^hifWOusespressionsilliat want eaLphmatioir, aodiriiidi'ttiyi 
be eiplailied in the definitive treaty; and as the firitisir 
iffymtfy excluded our proposi^n relating to comflMrce, ikid 
tl^ayAm^can prohibition of that with Eogiand aaay net bo 
U9§iji|rstppd to. cease merely by our concluding a trsatytf 
Sn^.t perinipS' we may then, if the congress shaH dunk- fit 
to direct it, obtain some coaspensatton-fertbe injuries dono 
^M:a -cH^ition of our opening again the trade. £«ory 
#i(l of ihe ^present Bcitisb ministiy hsa, while in the ministry/ 
declared the war against us unjutt; and nothing is cleaM* 
il^loasoQ^ than that those wiio iqurt odiers by an ui^t 
WMi should make fuU raporatiotB. Tbey have stipulated to<^' 



This paper does not appear* ^ See page 378 of tMs lrol« 

' Sec page S69 of this vgl, - ' V 
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in these prelimitiirte^ dwt in «v»oi]tling' our tomit/lhey* 
shaU carrj.off.Ma plunder, wfaicbtisa. kind of acknawiedi^ 
ment tbai th^y oug^t not to haveidone it before. ''^* 

; The reason given lis Sot dropping die article relating 16^*- 
comfoorce, was^sthat aome statutes wwre.'irt the waj^' wfai^lK 
iHttSt.be fepoded before a treaty of; that kind could 'be vfiSt^ 
fMKned, and that; tbia waa a matter to :be>€cmsidered io'^^ttfir-. 

cf,Theyr wanted ;to bring their boundary dowri to the OMa^ 
and to settle their loyalists in the Illinois country. Wef dfit! 
n^tW^ooBQ auch neighbors. . . . »' < / 

. We Gommuaicated aU the articlea ae^iKHfti as they wa^ 
ftgnedi to M«ie£k>mtede VergeuQesi; (except the sepahlttf 
di^e) w^o thinks we have managed well,* and; toM me tbatVit' 
I|a$l /settled what was moat apprehended- as a.Afficulty in the 
M(Qilk c^ It geneml fmoe>i by obtainuig the declaration of IMr 
independency. * a' 

J^^^mAer 14^ ,1 have diis day learnt that the prineipal 
pf^mipuriet between France and Erigland are f^eed on,* 1t^ 

WW « ■ ••.'I ' .•€ 

,.4tit» France.is to enjoy the right of fisbibg^and dryittg M 

^ the. M'est coast of Newfoundland,' d6wn to* Gape 'Rir)^: 

Mi^uektn and St. Pierre to be restored, and may be IbrtiftMl^ 

, SbA. Senegal jemains to France, and Goreefo^faerestdfi^ 

The Gambler eetirely to England; ' ' <'<> <» 

3d. All the places taken from France in die East IttAt^ 
to be rftstoned, with a certain quantity of territory roiMl 
tbesD. ■ "'i' 

4tU. In the West Indies, Grenada, and the Gpenadttiei^' 
St. Cbristoplter'a, NeTia and Montaesrat, to be reatored^ 
England. St.. Lui^iA.tQ JErance^ ...Dominique to remain. with 
France, and St. Vincept's to be neutrnliiiedt 

5tlL No commissioner at Dunkirk* 
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The points not yet quite tettled, are the territory round 
the places in the Indies^ and neutralisation of St. Vincent'9. 
Apparently thete will not create much difficult}-. 

Holland has yet hardly done any thhig in her negociation. 

Spain offers for Gibraltar to restore West Florida and 
die Bahamas. An addition is talked of the island of Guada* 
loupe, which France will cede to Spain in eicbange for the 
other half of Hispaniola, and Spain to England ; but Eng* 
landy it is said^ chose rather Porto Rico. Nothing yet con- 
cluded. 

As soon as I received the commission and instmctionB for 
treating with Sweden, I waited on the Ambassador here, who 
told me he daily eipected a courier on that subject. Yes* 
terday he wrote a note to acquaint me that he would call on 
me to-day, having something to communicate to me. Being 
obliged to go to Paris, I waited on him, when he showed 
me tlie full powers he had just received, and I showed him 
mine. We agreed to meet on Wednesday next, exchange 
copies, and proceed to business. His commission has som^ 
polite expressions in it, to wit : ' that bis Majesty thought it 
for the good of his subjects to enter into a treaty of amity 
and commerce with the United States of America, who had 
established their independence so justly merited by their 
coiurage and constancy ; ' or to that eftect. I imagine this 
treaty ^ill be soon completed ; if any difficulty should arise, 
1 shall take the advice of my colleagues. 

I have this day signed a common letter to you, drawn up 
by my colleagues, which you will receive herewith. ■ We 
have kept this vessel longer for two things, a passport pro- 
mised us from England, and a sum to send in her ; but rfie 
is likely to depart without both, being all of us impatieut 
that congreiis should receive early intelligence of our pro- . 
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ceedings; and for the money> we may probably borrow a 
frigate. 

I am now entering on my 78th year ; public business has 
engrossed fifty of them ; I wish now to be for the little time 
1 have left^ my own master. If I live to see this peace con- 
cludedj I shall beg leave to remind the congress of their 
promise then to dismiss me. 1 shall be happy to sing witb 
old Simeon, Now let test thou thy servant depart in peaceffor 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation. With great esteem, 8cc< 

B. Franklin. 

(Enclosed in the foregoing.) » 
No. I. 

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard Oswald^ esq. 
the commissioner of his Britannic Majestyi for treating of peace with 
the commissioners of the United States of America, on the behalf of 
his said Majesty on the one part ; and Benjamin Franklin, and John 
Jay, twa of the commissioners of the said states, for treating of 
peace with the commissioner of liis said majesty on their behalf, 09 
the other part. 

To be inserted in, and to constitute the treaty of peace, proposed 
to be concluded between the crown of Great Britain and the said 
United States : but wtiich treaty is not to be concluded, until his 
Britannic Majesty shall have agreed to the terms of peace between 
France and Britain, proposed or accepted by his most Christiaii 
Majesty; and shall be ready to conclude with him such treaty ac* 
cqrdingly. It being the duty and intention of the United States uftt 
to desert their ally, but faithfully, and in all things, to abide by and 
fulfil their engagements with his most Christian Majesty. 

Whereas redprocal advantages and mutual convenience are found 
by experience to form the only permanent foundation of peace and 
friendship between states, it is agreed to frame the articles of the 
proposed treaty, on such principles of hberal equality and reciprocity, 
as that partial advantages (those seeds of discord) being excludedj 
such a beneficial and satisfoctory intercourse between the two coun- 
tries may be established, as to promise and secure to both the bless- 
ings of perpetual peace and harmony. 
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lit His Britaimic Majesty acknowledges the smid United StatM^ 
iris. New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Provi- 
deoce Plantations, Connecticur, New York, New Jersey, Fennel- 
iraDia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carbfiiia, 
•ad Greorgia, to be free, sovereign, and independent states ; that be 
treats with them as such ; and for himself, his heirs and sncces90i:9, 
relinquishes all claims to the government, proprietary, and territorial 
tights of the same, and evety part diereof: and that all disputes 
iriiich might arise in future, on the snlject of the boundaries of the 
said United States, may be |ta«vent^, it is hereby agreed and declared^ 
that the following are, and shall remain to be their boundaries, vis. 

The said states are bounded north, by a line to be drawn from the 
north-west angle of Neva Scotia, along the high lands, which di^de 
those rivers which empty themselves into the river St Lawrence, 
from those which fa\\ into the Atlantic Ocean, to the northernmost 
head of Connecticut river; thence down along the middle of that 
river to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, and thence due west 
in the latitude forty-five degrees north from the equator, to die noith- 
westemmost side of the river St. Lawrence, or CadanM|ui; dieiice 
■tnught to the south end of the lake Nipissing, and tfaenee straght 
to the source of the river MisMssippt, vetf by a line to be drawn 
along the middle of the river Mississippi, from its source to where the 
said line shall intersect the thirty-first degree of north latitude; soath 
hy a line to be drawn due east from the termination of the line last 
mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the eqvstor 
•o the middle of the river Appalaehicola or Catafaouchi; thence 
•fong the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint river ; thence 
straight to the head of St. Mary's river; thence down akmg the mid- 
dle of St. Mary's river to the Atlantic Ocean; and east by a line to 
be drawn along the middle of St. John*5 river, from its source to its 
mouth in the Bay of Fundy ; comprehending all islands within twenty 
leagnes of any part of the siiores fit the United States, and lyin^ 
lietween lines to be drairn due east finom the points where the afbre- 
sud boundaries, between Nova Scotia, on the one part, and East 
Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fondy 
and tlw Atlantic Ocean. 

fd. From and immediately 'after the conclusion of the pro- 
posed trf itr, there sbal! be a finn and perpetual peace between his 



•;PABT III. .or nfLl^AHXH TBAHKMK. 

BrttiiiBic Mi^ty aod the United States, and between tbe^stfbjectB of 
the one and the citizens of the other : vherefore^ll hostilities hfllh 
"by sea and land,' shall then immadiately cease ; all prisoners ouihtttb 
aides shall be set at liberty; and his Britannic Majesty shall ict|b* 
withy and without causing any distinction, withdraw all his amiM^ 
garrisonsi and fieets, from the said United States, and from eveqf 
post, place, and harbor, within the same, leaving in all fortificati(Sm 
the American artillery that may be therein : and shaU also ordeiQ^iui^ 
.«ause all archives, records, deeds^ aod papers, belonging to.eilh^rt^f 
the said statesr^f^ their citiiens,. which in the course of the«^ar nyiir 
have lallen inta ttie hands of hia officers, to be forthwith restovefi^ 
and delivered to> the proper states, and persons to whom they belong. 
Sd. That the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, and people of 
Ihe said United States^ shall continue to enjoy unmolested, the ri^ 
to take fish of eveiy kind on the banks of Newfoundland, and other 
pluces where the iohabitantaof both countries used formerly, t99^ 
)Mece.theJastwar hetvreen franca and. Britain, to fish, and i^se to 
d^F^and cure the same at the ascustunksd places, whether belonging 
to^uB satdiiA^iesty, or |o tbeiJUnited States ; and his Bntaonic Mi^ 
je^y» aqd'tbe aaid Unked >St|Utet 'Willi eateod equal privileges 'anA 
ibospitalif y ,lo <ach other's fishermen as. to their own. .,^ ^ 

i. 1 4tti« 'That the. . navagadon of' .the «yer ; Missiasippi, froq^.Hi 
aenissert«riihei#ocaiif --MiaUifor .ever. reoiaia free juiid;Opan» an4 |)lM 
bolhctheri^mnd in aU rivers, harbors, lakas, ports^.iMid places, bfletif^ 
iog to. his Piitamuc- Majesty, or to the United St^tes^ or in-v^y pfM 
of tbft world,r tbe nerohants and merchaQts' ahips, of'ths^one ai|A 
UuiiOtheTr-. shaU: lite recei¥ed,; treated, -.and ipmtected, ; lit^AsfMlt 
c4iaj»t^a9d:«iarcbanl»V»bipapf the «>v^P#ign of .tbe^«9qntry; A)M|%ii| 
lo say^ Iha^filjah wie r ohan.t % «a^ j^axcb^nt shjps^ oor th^:OM henjfc 
sbatt eiuojrin tha United Stataii i^d :» all-places bpk>ac^ to tlwuM 
the aaid^pffftiiotioo. and commercial privileges,, and be liable only It 
the same charges and duties as thair awn merchants and merchaol 
ships; aod on (he^ather hand the merchants andjneichant shipaof 
the United States, shall eiyoy in all places belonging to his Britannia 
Mi^ty, the same protection aod commercial privileges, and be liabUt 
only to the same charges and duties of British merchants and snai^ 
chant ships, saving always to the chartered trading companieaoT 
Great Britain, such exdtisive use and trade, and their respective posta 
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and esitiblishmentSy as neither the subjects of Great Britain, nor any 
of the more favored nations participate in. 

Paris, 8th October, 1782. A true copy of which has been agreed 
on between the American commissioners and me, to be submitted to 
his Miyesty's consideration. 

Ri«iARD Oswald. 

liftertffKm to be made in the treaty ^ respecting the hotaulariesqf. Nova 

Scotia, viz> 

East, the true line between which and the United States shall be 
wttled by commissioners, as soon as conveniently may be after tiie 
war. 

Copy ofFtMU given to the thip Washington to carry aver the ppelimsnary 

articles, 

(L.S.) GsoaoEB. 

Oeorge the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all Adminils, 
Vice Admirals, Captains, Commanders of our ships of war or priva^ 
leers. Governors of our Forts and Castles, Custom-house Comptrollers, 
Searchers, &c. to all and singular our officers and militaiy, and loving 
mkbjects whom it may concern, greeting, Our will and pleasure iti«nd 
we do hereby strictly charge and require you, as we do liktmo piagr 
and desire the officers and ministers of all princes and states in amity 
with us, to permit and suffer the vessel, called the Washington, com* 

manded by Mr. Barney, belonging to the United States of North 

Atnerica, to sail from either of the ports of France to any fkirt or 
|»lace in North America, without any lett, hindrance^ ornoloitMkli 
vhatsoever, (but on the contrary affording the said vessel) all auch aid 
and assistance as may be necessary. Given atour court at Sl JaoMt^s 
the tenth day of December, 1788, in the twenty-third year of our 
reign-»By his majesty's command, 

(Signed) Tbokas Tow^saoiiy. 
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To THE Honorable R. R. Livingston^ Esq. 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

Sir, Passy, Dec. 14, 178S« . 

We have the l^onpr to congrat(4late congress pa 
.the' stature of th^ prelimi^ries of ^. peace betyireea tb^ 
cn^^ of Great Britain and the United States of Anieric^ 
to bfs inserted in a definitive^ treaty $o soon as .the terms be^ 
tween the crown3 of Fraqce and Great Britain shaU be 
agreed on. A copy of the articles is here enclosed^' and we 
cannot but flatter ourselves that they will appear to congress, 
as they do to all of us, to b^' consistent with the honor and 
interest of the United States ; and we are persuaded con- 
gress wpnld be more fiilly of that opinion if they were ap- 
prised of all the circuofistances, and reasons. which have in- 
fluenqed the negociation. Although it is impossible for ui 
|o .g9 into that detail, we think i^ neqessary .qeverthe)esf| jt^ 
make a few remarks on such of the articli^s ^ appear m99f 
to require elucidatioi^ 

Remaria on Artich ^t relative to th^ boundaries. - 

The court of Great BritatoiqMSted on. retaining all ibe 
iurntoriiea comprehended within the province of Quebec ;iqr 
die apot 'Of parliameDt .t«spteting: it^ They contemU ffaat 
Nevir Scotia dionld extend to the ' river Kennebeck-; md 
they daixned not only aR the lands in the- western conntnfi 
and on the Mississippi, which were not expressly included in 
our charters and governments, but also ail acich lands within 
them as remained ungranted by the Kiiq^ of <3reat Britain: 
it would be endless to enumoate all the^discuisions and 

« See page trs of this vol. / 
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arguments on the subject. We knew this court and Spain 
to be against our claims to the western country, and having 
no reason to think that lines more favorable could ever have 
been obtained, we finally agreed to those described in this 
article. Indeed they appear to leave us little to complain of, 
and not much to desire. Congress will observe, that ml- 
ihough our northern line is in a certain part below the latH 
tilde of forty-five, yet in others it extends above it, divides 
the Lake Superior, and gives us access to its western mod 
soudiem waters, from which a line in that latitude would 
have excluded us. 

Remarks on article 4, retpecting creators. 

We had been informed that some of the states had confis- 
cated British debts ; but although each state has a light to 
bind its own citizens, yet in our opinion it appertains eoldy 
to congress, in whom exclusively are vested the right of 
making war and peace, to pass acts against the subjects of m 
power with which the confederacy may be at war* It there- 
fore only remained for us to consider, whether this article is 
founded in justice and good policy. 

In our opinion no acts of government coidd dissolve the 
obligations of good faith, resulting from hwful contracts 
between individuals of the two countries, prior to the war. 
We knew that some of the British creditors were making 
eommon cause, with the refugees, and other advereariee of 
our independence; besides, sacrificing private justice lo 
reasons of state and political convenience, is always an odiofu 
measure, and the purity of our reputation in this respect ^ia 
all foreign commercial countries is of infinitely more import- 
ance to us, than all die sums mt question. It may also be 
remarked, that Amierican and British creditors are {daced ob 
an equal footing. 
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Remarks on article$ 5 and 6, respecting refugees. 

These articles were among the first discussed, and the lasi 
agreed to. And had not the conclusion of their business^ at 
the time of its datei been particularly important to the 
British administration^ the respect which both ii^ London and 
Versailles is supposed to be due to the honor^ dignity, and 
interests of royalty would probably have for ever prevented 
#ur bringing this article so near to the views of congress, and 
the sovereign rights of states, as it now stands. When it is 
considered, that it was utterly impossible to render this artida 
perfectly consistent both with American and British ideas of 
honor, M'e presume that the middle line adopted by this arti-^ 
cle, b as little unfavorable to die former, as any that could 
in reason be expected* 

As to die separate article, we beg leave to observe that it 
was our policy to render the navigation of the river Missis* 
sippi, so important to Britain, as that their views might cor- 
respond with ours on that subject. Their possessing the 
country on the river, north of the line from the lake of tiiiS 
woods, affords a foundation for their claiming such naviga- 
tion. And as the importance of West Florida to &itain' 
was for the same reason rather to be strengthened than other- 
wise^ we think k advisable to allow them the extent contaiadd 
in the separate article, especially as before the war it hid 
been annexed by Britain to West Florida, and would operate 
as an additional inducement to their joining with us in agne- 
ing that the navigation of the river should for ever xemain 
open to both. The map used in the course of our ntgo- 
ciations was Mitcb^ll's. 

As we had reason to imagine that the articles respectiiig 
ihe boundaries, die refugees, and fisheries, did not corMq[Mitid 
with the policy of this court, we did note comnhmicate the 
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preliminaries to the minister^ until after thej were signed ; 
and not even then the separate article. We hoper that tliese 
considerations will excuse our having so far deviated from 
the spirit of our instructions. The Count de Vergennes on 
perusing the articles appeared surprised^ but not displeased 
at their being so favorable to us. 

We beg leave to add our advice, that copies be sent us 6t 
the accounts directed to be taken by the different states, of 
the unnecessary devastations and sufferings sustained by th^ 
from the enemy in the course of the war ; should they airiva 
before the signature of the definitive treaty, they might possi* 
biy answer very good purposes. With great respect, we faavA 
the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and most hunlble 
servants, 

_,. iB. Franklin, 

^•8»*<l SjohnJat. 

CHbnry Laurent. 



To M. Le Comte De Vekcennes. 

S I n, Pasty J Dec. \5, 1 78l2. ' 

I have the honor to acquaint your excellency, that 
our courier is to set out to-morrow at ten o'clock, with the 
dispatches we s^d to congress, by the WashingtoR, Cajrtaib 
Barney, for which ship we have got a passport from the king 
of England. If you would make any use of this convey- 
ance, the courier shall wait upon you to-morrow at Versailles, 
and receive your orders. 

I hoped I might have been able to send part of the aidh 
we have asked, by this safe vessel. I beg that your excel- 
lency would at least inform me, what expectations I may 
give in my letters. I fear the congress will be reduced to 
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despair, when they find that nothing is yet obtained. With 
the greatei^ «9d most siiKcex^; rqspiecCi lam^ sir, your excel- 
lency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Frankiin* 

The Ausyrzu. 

Je puis fttre surpris. Monsieur, apris Texplication 
que j'ai eue avee tous^ et la promesse que vous m' aviez faite 
que 'vouft ne presseriez pas Tobtention d'un passeport Anglois 
pour I'expiSdition du pacquebot le Wasliington^ que vous 
me fassiez part que vous avez re9u le mdme passeport^ et que 
demain d dix heures du matin votrQ courier partira pour 
porter vos d^p^ches. Je suis assez embarrass^. Monsieur, 
i expliquer votre conduite et celle de vos collogues d notre 
^gard. Vous avez arr6t6 vos articles pr6liminaires sans nous 
en faire part, quoique les instmctions du congr^s vous prescri- 
vissent de ne rien faire sans la participation du Roi. Vous 
allez faire luire un espoir certain de paix en Am6rique sans 
m^me vous informer de Fetat de notre n^gociation. Voud 
Stes sage et avis6. Monsieur ; vous connoissez les biens^ances, 
vous avez rempli toute votre vie vos devoirs. Croyez-vous 
satisfaire d ceux qui vous tiennent au Roi ? Je ne veux pas 
porter plus loin les reflexions, je les abandonne d votre hon- 
nStet€. Quand vous aurez bien voulu satisfeire i mes dou- 
tes, je prierai le Roi de me mettre en 6tat de r^pondre i vos 
demandes. 

J*ai Ilionneur d'etre, avec une veritable consid^rationj 
Monsieur, votre tris-humble et tris-ob^issant serviteur, 

Fersailies, le 15 Xbre^ X782. De Verobnnss. 
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To M. LE COMTE DE VeRGENNES. 

Sir, Pasty, Dec. 17, 1782. 

I received the letter your excellency did me the 
honor of Meriting to me on the 16tb instant. The proposal 
of having a passport from England was agreed to by me the 
more willingly, as I at that time had hopes of oht^iniog 
some money to send in the Washington, and the passport 
would have made its transportation safer, with that .of our 
dispatches, and of yours also, if you had thought fit to make 
use of the occasion. Your Excellency objected, as 1 upder^ 
stood it, that the English ministers by their l^ttera sent ia 
the same ship, might convey inconvenient expectations into 
America. It was therefore I proposed not to press for die 
passport till your prelimuiaiies were also agreed to« They 
have sent the passport without being pressed to do it, and 
they have sent no letters to go under it, and ours will pre? ent 
th^ inconvenience apprehended. In a subsequent conversation 
your excellency mentioned your intention of sending some 
of the king's cutters, whence I imagined that detaining the 
Washington was no longer necessary ; and it was certaiolj 
incumbent on us to give congress as early an account as 
possible of our proceedings, who might think it extremely 
strange to hear of them by other means, without a line from 
us. 1 acquainted your excellency however with our inlen- 
tion of dispatching that ship, supposing you might possibly 
have something to send by her. 

Nothing has been agreed in the preliminaries contrary to 
the interest of France ; and no peace is to take place between 
us and Englaud, till you have concluded yours. Your obser- 
vation is however apparently just, that in not consulting you 
before they were signed, we have been guil^ of neglecting 
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a point of biensiance. But as this was not from want of respect 
for the king, whom we all Iotc and honor, we hope it will 
be excused, and that tlie great work which lias hitherto been 
so happily conducted, is so nearly brought to perfection, and 
is so glorious to his reign, will not be ruined by a single kl* 
discretion of ours. JVnd certainly this whole edifice sinks to 
the ground immediately, if you refuse on that account to give 
us any farther assistance. 

We have not yet dispatched the diip, and I beg leave t<^ 
wait upon you on Friday for yotir answer. 

It is not possible for any one to be more sensible tfiiUI I' 
am, of what I and bvery American owe to the king, for die' 
many and great benefits and iavors he has bestowed upon us.. 
An my letters to America are proofs of this ; all tending to 
make the. same impressions on the minds of my countrymeii^ 
that. I felt id my own. And I believe that no prince wis 
ever more beloved and respected by his own subjects thdtt 
the king is by the people of the United States. The English, 
I just now learn, flatter themselves they have already divided 
us* I hope this . little misunderstanding will therefore be 
kept fl perfect secret, and that diey will find themselves to- 
tally mistaken^' With great and siitcere respect^ I am, Wp 
your excellency's most obedient and most hnmble servaiit, ■" 

B. Fbanklik/' 



' Dr. Franklin thus adnntly endeavored to soothe the minister** 
justifiable discontent; but th^ privaie motiyes which induced tbm 
American plenipotentiaries to deviate from their instructionsi aii4 
from the expectations of the French government, by signing Pseli* 
tnipsvry Articles of Peace with the British commissioner, while tl^i^ 
negociatioB between France and Great Britain was undetermined, 
and without the knowledge of Count De Vergennes, were their a|^ 
prehension of a disposition in the Court of France to abridge the 
right of the Americans to fish on their own coast; which appreken* 
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A SON Excellence M. Franklin. 

Versailles, le 25 Xbre, 1782. 
J*ai I'honneur de vous envoyer, MoDsieur, mtB 
d^pSches pour M. le Chevalier de la Luzerne : le paquet 
est volumineux, niais il renferme beaucoup de duplicats. 

sion had been excited by a letter written from Philadelphia to Count 
De Veifgennes, by Mons. Marbois, (secretary of the French embasflly), 
and which being intercepted and decyphered by the Brittsb goi^enw 
menty bad been sent by the latter, through Mr. Oswald, to the A4ie- 
rican commissioners. Also the apprehension of a design in the. 
Court of Spain to hinder the United Sates from forming settlements 
to the westward of the Alleghany Mountains ; which apprebiensipii 
had been excited by the pretensions which Count d'Arand^ thef[|ia- 
nisli ambassador, had advanced in his negociation with Bfr. Jaj. - 

The folbwing is a translation of the decyphered Icittir of If. Ds 
Marbois. 

■ 

Teanslatioh of av intercepted and decyphsbed Letter raox M. 
DB Marbois to M. le Comte db Vbboebbcs. 

Sir, Philadelphia, March 13, 1788; 

South Carolina again enjoys the benefit of a legislative 
body, after having been deprived of it for two years; it was sun* 
moncd together towards the end of last year, and ihet in Januaiy at 
Jacksonburgh, only ten leagues* distant from Charlestown ; where 
deliberations are carried on with as much tranquillity as if the state 
was in profound peace. Mr. Rutledge, who was then governor, 
opened the meeting with a speech greatly applauded, wherein he 
represents, in their full extent, the important services rendered hf 
the king to the United States, expressing their just acknowledgments 
for ^ same. Tliis sentiment prevails mneh, sir: the different states 
Site eager to declare it in their publie acts, and the principal nwoH 
bers of government, and the writers employed by them, wouM fbrteft 
their popularity were they to admit any equivocal remarks respecting 
the alliance. General Green affirms that in no one state is attach* 
meAt to independence earned to a higher pitch, but that'iiiiB affec- 
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Je voudrois pouvoir lui mtncler que notre n4gociatioit*«st' 
au ikidnie point que la v6tre^ miiis €ile en est encore foit 



tioD is yet exceeded by the hatred borne to England. The asseml^ 
of Carolina is going to make levies of men, and has imposed pretty- 
large sums; as there is but little money in the cotmtry, the taxes* 
will be gathered in indigo; and what deficiency may then be Ioimm!^ 
will be supplied by the sale of lands of such Carolinians as joined fM 
enemy while they were in possession of the country. South Cardliiia)^ 
was the only state that had not confiscated the property of ihe ^b* 
affected. The step just taken puts her oti a footing with the ethetf. 
states of the union. The assembly of this state has passed a resohi^ 
lion, in consequence of which a purchase of land is to be made-of tiMf 
value of S40,000 livres toornoiS| which Carolina makes a present of 
to General Oreen^ as the saviour of that province. 

Mr. Matthews, a delegate from congress, lately arrived in Car6liit%* 
has, it is said, been chosen governor in the room of Mr. Rutledge^ 
he has communicated to persons of l^e most influence in his stafes^ 

the ultimatum of the month of last, who approved of the 

clauses in general, and particularly that one which leaves the kitt|( 
master of the terms of the treaty of peace or truce, excepting ind^ 
pendence, and treaties of alliance. A delegate from South Carolhm 
told me that this ultimatum was equally well known by persons of 
note in his state, and this had given entire satbfieiction there; it ii 
the same Mrith regard to several other states, and I believe I may as^- 
sure you, upon the testimony of several delegates, that this measure 
is approved by a great majority ; but Mr. Sanrael Adams is using all 
his endeavors to raise in the state of Massachusetts a strong opposi- 
tion to peace, if the eastern states are not thereby admitted to the 
fisheries, and particularly to that of Newfoundland. 8. Adams dt»- 
lights in trouble and difficulty, and prides himself on forming an op^ . 
position against the government, whereof he is himself president, 
ilis aim and attention are to render the minority of consequence, and 
at this very moment he is attacking the constitution of Massaefaih' 
setts, although it be in a great measure his own work, but he bad 
Hisliked it since the people had shown their uniform attachment to 
it. It may be expected that with this disposittoni no measure can 
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doignie. Je ne puis mftme pr^oir qaelle en Mim Vinme, 
ov lef difficult^ naisseDt det facilit^s muxquelles uous ik>ii» 



meet the approval of Mr. S. Adams ', and if the Uuited State* should 
agree relative to the fisheries, and be certaio of partaking therein, all 
his maiKBuvres and intrigues would be directed towards the conquest 
of Canada, and Nova Scotia : but he could not have used a fitter eo^gine 
than the fisheries for stirring up the passions of the eastern people. 
Bjr renewing this question which had lain dormant during his two, 
years' absence from Boston, he has raised the expectation of the peo-; 
pie of Massachusetts to an extraordinary pitch. The public piinls 
bold forth the importance of the fisheries; the reigning toast in the 
cast is, Majf the Uniied Stata ever maintain their right to thejiihermm 
It has been often repeated in the deliberation of the general court; 
No peace without fiiheriu. However clear this principle may be .iij^ 
this matter, it would be needless and even dangerous to attempt- in* 
ibrming the people through the public papers ; but it appears to me 
possible to use means for preventing the consequences of succesi to, 
Mr. S. Adams and his party, and I take the liberty of. subnMttinfj 
them to your discernment and indulgence. One of those mefi^s would 
be for the king to cause it to be intimated to r^pgpess ^r to the mii 
nistersy *' His surprise that the Newfoundland fisheries have been in- 

• 

eluded in the additional instructions: that the United States set forth 
therein pretensions without pairing regard to the king*M rights^ and 
without considering the impossibility they are under of making ooor 
quests, find keeping what belongs to Great Britain.'^ His Majest^y 
might at the same time cause a promise to be given to congress ^ of 
his assistance for procuring admission to the other fisheries, declar- 
ing however that he would not be answerable for the success, and that 
he is bound to nothing, as the treaty makes no mention of that arti- 
cle." This declaration being made before the peace, the hopes of 
the people could not be supported, nor could it one day be said that 
we left them in the dark on this point. It were even to be wished 
that this declaration should be made whilst New York, Charles Town 
and Penobscot are in the enemy's hands; our allies will be less tract- 
able than ever upon these points whenever they recover these im- 
portant posts. There are some Judicious persons to whom one may 
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somm^ pr&t^« II sai bon, Mwmmry que toim .en.-|ir6f«», 
niez le Congr^ pour le pr^munir contre tout ce'qut.peiifr 

,1 ' "^^ — -■ 1^ M-rm0 T ^ 

speak of giving up the fisheries and the' of the West for 

the sake of peace. But there are enthusiasts who fly out at this ideai 
and their numbers cannot fail of increasing, when, after the English 
are expelled this continent, the burthen of the war will scarce be felt^ 
It is already observable that the advocates for peace are of those who 
lived in the country. The inhabitants of towns whom commerct 
enriches, mechanics who receive there a higher pay than before war, 
and five or six times more than in Europe, do nut wish, for it : bui it 
is a happy circumstance that this division be nearly equal in the con* 
gress and among the states, since our influence can incline the beam 
either for peace or war whichever way we choose. Another means 
of preserving to France so important a branch of her commerce and 

navigation is that proposed to you, sir, by M , viz. the cdnquest 

of Cape Breton ; it seems to me, as it does to that minister, the Only 
siife means of containing within bounds, when peace is made, those 
swarms of smugglers who, without legard to treaties, will turn all 
their activity, daring spirit and means towards the fisheries, whose 
undertakings congress will not perhaps have the power or' the will 
to repress, tf it be apprehended that the peace which is to put an 
end to the present war will prove disagreeable to any of the United 
Stales, there appears to me a certain method of guarding against the 
effects of this discontent, of preventing the declarations of some states 
and other resources which turbulent minds might employ for availing 
themselves of the present juncture. This would be, for his Miyestj 
to catise a Memorial to be delivered to congress, wherein should be 
stated the use made "by his ministers of the powers entrusted to them 
by that assembly ; and the impediments which may have stood ill 
the way of a fuller satisfaction on every point. This step would cer* 
tainly be pleasing to congress; and should it become necessary to 
inform the people of this memorial, it could easily be done; they 
would be flattered by it, and itmight probably beget the voice aod 
concurrence of the public. I submit these thoughts to you early, end 
although peace appears yet to be distant, sir, by reason of delays and 

' 8iippM«d JMtantntt,— or tandt. 
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••rriver. Je ae d^tesp^ pas, fupire plui6t, mab tout est 
encore incertain, 

. J'ai llionneur d'etre, avec udc parfkite conndfaadon, 
MoDsieiiri votre tris-faumble et trds-ob^issant senrhenr, 

De Vebobn nbs. 

To Richard Oswald^ Esq. 

Sir, Passy, Jan. 14, 1783. 

I am much obliged by your infonhation of your 
intended trip to England ; I heartily wish you a good jouroe]^ 



difficulties attending the communicationsy that period will be a crisis 
when the partizans of France and England will openly appear, and 
when that power will employ eveiy means to diminish oor influence^ 
and re-establish her own; it u true the independent party will 
always stand in great want of our support ; that the fears and jealoit- 
sies which a remembrance of the former government will alwi^^s 
^produce, must operate as the safeguard to our alliance, and as a S|»- 
eurity for the attachment of the Americans to us. But it is best to 
be prepared for any discontent^ although it should be but temporary. 
It is remarked by some^ that as England has other fisheries besides 
Nen^aundlandf she may perhaps endeavor that the Americans should 
partake ip that of the Great Bank, in order to conciliate their afiec- 
tion, or procure them some compensation, or create a subject of je^ 
lousy between them and us : but it does not seem likely that she 
will act so contrary to their true interest; and were she to do so, it 
will be for the better to have declared at an early period to the Ame- 
ricans, that their pretension is not founded, <md that hu Mu^aiydoa 
nor m^n to iupport H. 

^ I here enclose, sir, translations of the speech made by the gover- 
jwr of South Carolina to the assembly, and of their answer. These 
interesting productions convey in a forcible manner the sentiments 
of the inhabitants of that state, aa4 appeared to me worth commu- 
nicating to you. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) Barb£' de BfARBOis. 



wkut iir. ar benjamin franklin. ^ SOS 

«iiol 1 . sp^j retarn, uid laequest ypur kind care of a paokit 
for Mr. HodgsoQ. 

1 cnclo«i two papers' that were read at different limei by 
me to -the coaimissioneri ; they ou^ serve to showj if yot 
should have oecasioo^ what was urged on the part of Ame- 
rica on certain points ; or may help to refresh your naeaM>ry. 
I send 3wa alsp another paper^ which 1 once read to you se* 
parately. It contains a proposition for improving the law 
of nations^ by prohibiting the plundering of unarmed and 
usefully employed people. I rather wish than expect Aait 
it will be adopted. But I; think it may be offered with a 
better *grace by a country that is likely to suffer least and gain 
most by contii^uing the ancient practice'; which is our case^ 
as die American ships laden only with the gross productions 
of the earth cannot be so vahiaU^as yours filled with sugasi 
or with manufactures. Ithas-not yet be^i considered by my 
colleagues ; biit' if you should* tfiink or find that it iniglit lie 
acceptable on your side^ I would try to get it inserted in the 
general treaty. I thmk it will do honor to the nations thai 
establish it* Witk great and sincere esteem^ I am> sir, jrotir 
most obedient end most humble servant, 

B. Frank UN. 

*.. . .1 .... »...'■■ .'i 

^Enclosed in the foregoing:] '' 

^reporition relaHpe t^ Mrivattering, ifc. commum^atid ifd 

It is for the interest of humanity m. giBneral, that 
tbeoccasioi^ of war, and the inducements t»'it diouldiit 
diminished, . . ,■:-.. i 

If mpiiie is aboliriitd, one 6f the mi(;oiitng«u»nts to 



' Uncanaia what papers. 
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war is taken away, and peace therefore more likely to cointi'- 
nue and be lasting. 

The ^'practice of robbing merchants on the high seas, a 
ffemnant of the ancient piracy, though it may be accidentally 
beneficial to particular persons, is far from being profitable 
to all engaged in it, or to the nation tliat authorises it. In 
the beginning of a war some rich ships not upon their guard 
are surprised and taken, lliis encourages the firsjt adven* 
turers to fit out more armed vessels^ and many others to do 
the same. But the enemy at the same time become more 
careful, arm their merchant ships better; and render them 
not so easy to be taken ; they go also more under protectioa 
of convoys : thus while the privateers to take them are mul- 
tiplied, the vessels subject to be taken and the chances of 
profit are diminished, so that many cruizes are made wherein 
the expenses overgo the gains ; and as is the case in other 
lotteries, though particulars have got prizes, the mass of ad- 
venturers are losers, the whole expense of fitting out all the 
privateers during a war, being much greater than the whole 
amount of goods taken. Then there is the national loss of 
all the labor of so many men during the time they have been 
employed in robbing; who besides spend what they get in 
riot, drunkenness, and debauchery, lose their habits of in- 
dustry, are rarely fit for any sober business after a peace, and 
serve only to increase the number of highwaymen and house- 
breakers. £ven the undertakers who have been fortunate^ 
are by sudden wealth led into expensive living, the habit of 
which continues w:hen the means of supporting it ceases, and 
finally riiins them. A just punishment for their having wan- 
tonly and unfeelingly ruined many honest innocent traders 
and their fiunilies, whose subsistence was employed in serving 
the common mterests of mankind. 

Should it be agreed and become a part of the law of na- 
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tions^ that tbe cultivators of the earth are jiot to be molested 
or interrupted in their peaceable and useful employment^ the 
ittfaabitants of the sugar islands vrould perhaps come under 
the protection of such a regulation, which would be a great 
mdfantage to the nations who at present hold those islands, 
^nce die cost of sugar to the consumer in those natioM, 
consists not merely in the price he pays for it by the pounds 
but in the accumulated charge of all the taxes he pays in 
eyery war, to fit out fleets and maintain troops for the defence 
of the islands diat raise the sugar, and the ships that bring 
it home. But the expense of treasure is not all. A cele- 
brated philosophical writer remarks, that when he considered 
the wars made in Africa for prisoners to raise sugar in Am6^ 
rica, the numbers slain in those wars, the numbers that being 
crowded m ships perish in the transportation, and the num- 
bers that die under the severities of slavery, he could scarce 
look on a morsel of sugar without conceiving it spotted w^ 
human blood. If he had considered also the blood of one ano- 
ther which the white nations shed in fighting for those islaodf, 
he would have imagined his sugar not as spotted only^ Infi. 
as thoroughly died red.' On these accounts I am persuaded 
that the subjects of the emperor of Germany, and the empress 
of Russia, who have no sugar islands, consume sugar cheaper 
at Vienna and Moscow, with all the charge of transporting it 
after its arrival in Europe, than the citizens of London or of 
Paris. And I sincerely believe, that if France and £ngliiiid 
were to decide by throwing dice which should have the whole 
of their sugar islands, the loser in the throw would be the 
gainer. The future expense of defending them would be 
saved : the sugars would be bought cheaper by all Europe 
if the inhabitants might make it without interruption, and 
whoever imported the sugar, the same revenue might be 
raised by tbe duties at die custom'-hottses of tbe nation that 
vot, II. V 



- 4' 
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consumed it. Aud on the ^vhoIe I conceive it would be 
better for the nations now possessing sugar colonies to give 
op their claim to tlitm^ let them govern themselves^ and put 
them under the protection of all tlie powers of Europe as 
neutral countries^ open to the commerce of all, the profits 
of the present monopolies being by no means equivalent to 
the expense of maintaining them. 

ARTICLE. 

If war should hereafter arise between Great Brr- 
tain and the United States^ which God forbid^ the merchanfs 
of cither country then residing in the other shall be allowecl 
to remain nine months to collect their debts^ and settle their 
affairs^ and may depart freely, carrying off all their effects 
without molestation or hindrance. And all fishermen, all cul- 
tivators of the earth, and all artisans or manufacturers un- 
armed, and inhabiting unfortified towns, villages or places^ 
who labor for the common subsistence and benefit of man- 
kind, and peaceably follow their respective employ mentSy 
shall be allowed to continue the same, and shall not be mo- 
lested by the armed force of the enemy, into whose power by 
the events of the war they may happen to fall ; but if any thing 
is necessary to be taken from them, for the use of such anned 
force, the same shall be paid for at a reasonable price. And 
all merchants or traders with their unarmed vessels, em- 
ployed in commerce, exchanging the products of different 
places, and thereby rendering the necessaries, conveniences^ 
and comforts of human life more easy to obtain, and more 
general, shall be allowed to pass freely unmolested. And 
neither of the powers parties to this treaty, shall grant or 
issue any commission to any private armed vessels empower- 
ing them to take or destroy such trading ships, or interrupt 
such commerce. 
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M. LE COMTE DE VeRGENNES ^ M. FrANKLIN. 

■ ■ • • • • 

II est essentiel. Monsieur^ que je puisse avoir 
rhooneur de conf^rer avec vous^ avec M. Adams^ et avec 
ceux de Messieurs vos coU^gues^ qui peuvent se trouver ^ 
P^s. Je vous prie^ en consequence. Monsieur^ de vouloij) 
bien inviter ces Messieurs de se rendre A Versailles ifveo 
vous Lundi avant dix heures du maliti. II seroit bon que" 
vous amenassiez Monsieur votre petit-fils avec vous ; il 
pourra nous 6tre n^cessaire pour rendre plusieurs cliosea 
d'Auglois en Francois, et m^me pour ^crire. L'objet dont 
j'ai k vous entretenir est tr^s-int6ressant pour les Etats Unis^ 
vos maitres. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre avec une parfaite consideration, MoiH 
sieur, votre tr^s-humble et tr^ob^issant serviteur, 

De Vergennes. - 

Fenailles, le Samedisoiry 18 Janvier j 1783. ► 

A M. Le Comtf De Vergennes. 

Sir, Passy, Jan. 18, 1783, at ten P. M. 

Agreeable to the notice just received from youf 
excellency, I shall acquaint Mr. Adams with your desire to 
see us on Monday before ten o'clock at Versailles, and we 
shall endeavor to be punctual. My other colleagues are ab^ 
sent, Mr. Laurens being gone to Bath in England to recov€t> 
hia health, and Mr. Jay into Normandy. With great respect 
I have the honor to be^ sir, your excellency's, &c. 

B. Franklin. . 

f shall bring my grandson, as yon desire. 






308 PRIVATE CORRBSPON0BNCE PA|tT 111. 

B. Vauohan^ Esq. to Dvu Fbanklin. 

My dearest Sir, (Private) Paris, Jan. 18, 1783. 

I cannot but in the most earnest manner, and 
from recent circumstances, press your going early to Ver- 
sailles to-morrow ; and I have considerable reason to think^ 
that your appearance there will not displease the person 
whom you address. 1 am of opinion that it is very likely 
that you will have the glory of having concluded the peace^ 
by this visit ; at least I am sure, if Ae deliberations of to* 
morrow evening end unfavorably, that there is the strongest 
appearance of war ; and if they end favorably, perhaps little 
difficulty may attend the rest. 

After all, the peace will have as much that is conceded in 
it, as England can in any shape be made just now to relish ; 
owing to the stpbhorn demands principally of Spain, who 
would not I believe upon any motive recede from her coo- 
quests. What 1 wrote about Gibraltar, arrived after the 
subject as I understand was canvassed, and when it of course 
must have appeared impolitic eagerly and immediately to re* 
vive it. 

You reproved me, or rather reproved a political scheme 
yesterday, of which I have heard more said favorably b; jour 
friends at Parts than by any persons wbatiyer in Londoa^ 
But do you, my dear sir, make this peace, and tmst our 
common sense respecting another war. England, said a 
man of sense to me the other day, will come out of the war 
like a convalescent out of a disease, and must be re^^sta* 
blished by some physic and much regimen. I cannot easily 
tell in what shape a bankruptcy would come upon England, 
« and still less easily in what mode and degree it would affect 
us ; but if your confederacy mean to bankrupt us^noWi I am 
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sure we shall lose the great ftar that would deter us from 
another war. Your alliesi therefore, for policy, and for hu* 
manitjf's sake, wUl I hope stop short of this extremity; 
especially as we should do some mischief first to others, as 
well as to ourselves. 1 am, my dearest sir, your ever devoted, 
ever affectionate, and ever obliged, B. Vauqhak* ; 

To HIS EXCELLBNCY J* AdAMS, EsQ. , 

Si A, Faisy^ Jan. 19, 1785/ 

Late last night I received a note from M. De 
Vergennes, acquainting me that it is very essential he should 
have a conference with us, and requesting I would inform my 
colleagues. He desires that we may be with him before ten 
i>u Monday morning. If it will suit you to call here, wc 
may go together in my carriage. With great regard^ I have 
the honor to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, B. Franklin. 

Copy of Mr. Fitzhbrbbrt's Commission to treat mtk 

France. 



Georgius Tertius, Dei Gratis, Magnse 
tannias Francise et Hibemiss Rex, Fidei Defensor, Dux 
Brunsvicensis et Lunebergensis, Sacri Romain Imperii Arcbi- 
thesaurios et Princeps Elector, &€• omnibus et singulis ad 
quos praesentes hs litteras pervenerint, salutem. Cum belli 
incendio jam nimis diu diversis orbis terrarum partibus fla- 
grante, in id quam maxime incumbamus> ut tranquiliitas 
publica, tot litibus controversfisque rite compositis, reduci et 
stafoiliri possit ; Cumque e& de caus& virum quemdam tanto 
negotio parem, ad bonum firatrcm nostrum Regem Christia- 
nissimum mittere decrevimus ; sciatis igitur, quod nos, fide, 
industiiAy ingenio, perspicacil, ct rerum usu fidetts et dilecti 
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nobis Alleini Fitz Herbert^ artnigeri^ plurinium confisi, eup-* 
deni nominavimusj fecinuis et constituimus, sicut per pne- 
seiites nominamus, facimus et constituimus^ nostrum vemm, 
ccrtum et indubitatuni commissarium, procuratorem^ et pie* 
nipotentiarium^ dantes et coiicedentes eidem omiieni et omni- 
modam potestatem, facultatem authoritatemque^ necnon mao* 
datum, generale pariter ac specialc (ita tamen ut generate 
speciali non deroget nee e contra), pro nobis et nostro nomine, 
una cum ministro ministrisve prsedicti boni fratris nostri 
Regis Christianissimi, suflScitnti authoritate instnicto vel in- 
structis, cumque legatis, commissariis, deputatis, et'plenipo- 
tentiariis alioruni principum et statuum quorum interesse 
poterit, sufEcienti itidem authoritate instructis, tarn singii* 
latim ac diversim, quam aggregatim ac conjunctim, congre^ 
diendi et colloquendi, atque cum ipsis de pace firmft et 
stabili, sinceraque amiciti^ et concordi& quantotius restituen* 
dis, conveniendi, tractandi, consulendi et concludendi, eaque 
omnia quse ita conventa et conclusa fuerint pro nbbis eft 
nostro nomine, subsignandi, superque conclusis tractatuni 
tractatusve, vel alia instrumenta quotquot et qualia necessaria 
fuerint, conficiendi mutuoque tradendi, recipiendique, omnia- 
quc alia quse ad opus supra dictum feliciter exequendum 
pertinent transigendi, tam amplis modo et form&, ac vi effec* 
tuque pari, ac nos, si intcresscmus, facere et prsstare posse* 
mus ; spondentes et in verbo regio promittentes, nos omnia 
qua^cumque a dicto nostro plenipotentiario transigi et con- 
el udi contigcrintj. grata, rata et accepta omni meliori modo 
habituros, neque passuros unquani ut in toto vel in parte i 
quopiam violentur, aut ut iis in contrarium eatur. In quo- 
rum omnium majorem fidem et robur, pra^scntibus manu 
no^^tra regiu signatis, magnum nostrum Magna; Britannias 
higillum appendi fecimus. Quae dabantur in palatio nostro 
Divi Jacobin die vicesimo quarto meusis Julii; anno Domini 
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millesimo septingeiitesitno octogesimo secundo^ regnique 
Dpstro vicesimo secundo. 

A true Gopy^ examined by 

(Signed) Alleyne Fitzherbert. 

Translation of the Declaration, originallj/ written in French^ 
and signed by the American plenipotentiaries. 

We the underwritten ministers plenipotentiary 
of the United States of North America, having receiv^ 
from Mr. Fitzberbert, minister plenipotentiary of his firi^ 
tannic majesty, a declaration relative to a suspension of ar^as^ 
to be established between his said majesty and the said 
states^ of which the following is a copy^ viz. 

. <^ Whereas the preliminary articles agreed to and signed 
this day letween his majesty the king of Great Britain^ and 
his most Christian majesty on the one part, and also between 
his said Britannic majesty and his Catholic majesty on the 
other part, stipulate a cessation of hostiUties between those 
three powers, which is to commence upon the exchange of 
the ratifications of the said preliminary articles ; and whereas 
by the provisional treaty signed the thirtieth of November 
last between his Britannic majesty and the United States of 
North America, it was stipulated that the said treaty should 
have its effect as soon as a peace between the said crowns 
should be established ; the underwritten minister plenipoten- 
tiary of his Britannic majesty declares in the name, and by 
the express order of the king his master, that the said United 
States of North America, their subjects and their possessions, 
shall be comprised in the suspension of arms above men- 
tioned, and that they shall consequently enjoy the benefit of 
the cessation of hostilities at the same periods and in the 
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same manner as the three crowns aforesaid^ and dieir subject* 
and possessions respectively ; on condition^ however, that on 
the part and in the name of the said United States of North 
America, there shall be delivered a similar declaration ex- 
pressing their assent to the present suspension of arms, and 
coataiRing an assurance of the most perfect reciprocitgf oa 
their part. 

'^ In jfaith whereof, we, the minister plenipotentiary of hit 
Britannic majesty, have signed the present declaration, and 
have thereto caused the seal of our arms to be affixed, ^ 
Versailles, this twentieth day of January, one thousand sevcm 
hundred and eighty-three." 

(Signed) Alleyne Fitzhrrbbrt. (L.S.V 

Wc have, iu the name of the said United States of NcHrth 
Ameiica^ and in virtue of the powers we are vested with, 
received the above declaration, and do accept the same by 
these presents, and we do reciprocally declare that the said 
states sliall cause to cease all hostilities against his Britnnic 
majesty, his subjects, and possessions, at the terms or peiioda : 
agreed to between his majesty the king of Great Bntmt^. 
his majesty the king of France, and his majesty the kh(ig of 
Spain, in the same manner as stipulated between these tbra^ 
crowns, and to have the same effect. 

In faith whereof, we, ministers plenipotentiary from dia 
United States of America, have signed the present dedb».> 
ration, and have hereunto affixed the seals of our arms. At 
Versailles, the twentieth of January, one thousand aevea 
hundred and eighty-three. • 

(Signed) John Adams, (L^) . 

B. Franklin, (L.S.> 
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Copy of the 1st and Q,Qd articles of the preliminary treaty 
between France and Great Britain. 

ARTICLE I. 

Aumtdt qoe left pr^limintires seront signis et miSiS/b^i 
IVoniti^ tincire eem r^tablie entre sa «MJe§t6 trte GMS^ 
tienne et sa majest^ Britannique, leurs royaiimeSi iMil' 
et fi^ts par mer et par terre, dans toutes lea partiea (A« 
monde; ii aera envoy^ des olrdres aux ann^ et eacadrei^' 
ainsi qii'anx sajets des deux poissances de cesser toute hos- * 
tilitly et de riTre dans la plus pariaite union en oubliifflt le 
pass6, dont leurs souverains leur donnent I'ordre et fexempk \ ' 
et pour rex6cution de cet articlei il sera donn6 de pM et 
d'autre des passeports de mer aux vaisseaux qui seront exp^ 
di6s pour en porter la nouvelle dans les possessions des dileft 
puissances. 

ARTICLE XXIL 

Pour pr^venir tous les snjets de plainte et de coatet* 
tation qui ponrroient naltre k Toccasion des prises qui pouv»' 
roient 6tre faites en mer depuis la signature de ces articled 
pr^lionnaires, on est convenu r^ciproqnement que les vais* 
seaiix et effets qui pourroient Stre pris dans la Mancbe, et 
dans les Mers du Nord, apris I'espace de douze jours ft 
compter depnis la ratification d^s presents articles priliroi* 
naires^ seront de part et d'autre restituts. Que le tevnie 
sera d'un mois depuis la Manche et les Mers du Notd, jm- 
qu'aux Isles Canaties inclnsivefflent soit dans POceaUi soil 
dans h M6diterran6e ; de deux mois depuis lesdites Iilea 
Canaries jusqu'd la ligne £quinoxiale ou T^quateur; et enfiu 
de cinq mois dans tons les autres endroits du monde sans 
aucune exception ni autre distinction plus particuliire de 
terns et de lieux. 
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American Passport for British Ships. 

We, John Adanis^ Ueiijamin Franklin^ and John Jay^ 
three of the ministers plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America for making peace with Great Britain; To all 
captains or commanders of ships of war, privateers, or 
armed vessels belonging to the said states, or to either of 
theaxy or to any of the citizens of the same, and to all others 
whom these presents may concern, send greeting. .^ 

Whereas peace and amity is agreed on between the said 
United States and his Britannic majesty, and a suspensioD 
of hostilities to take place at different periods in differeqtt 
places^ hath also been agreed upon by their respective 
plenipotentiaries: And whereas it hath been further agrec4* 
by the said plenipotentiaries, to exchange one hundred pass*^ 
ports for merchant vessels, to the end that such as shall 
be provided with them shall be exempted from capture;^ 
although found in latitudes at a time prior to tl)e taking 
place of the said suspension of hostilities therein: Now^ 
therefore kno\v ye, that free passport, licence, and. per-, 

mission is. hereby given to the • 

commander, now lying at the port of ^ 

and bound from thence to ». 

And we do earnestly enjoin upon and recommend to you, to 
let and suffer the said vessel to pass unmolested to her des- 
tined port, and if need be, to afford her all such succor and 
wl as circumstances and humanity may require. 

Given under our hands and seals at Paris, on thfl^ 

day of , in the year o£ 

our Lord 1783. 
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Proclamation for the cessation of hostilities. 

By the King, 

A proclamation, declaring the cessation, of arnui 
as well by sea as land, agreed upon between his Majesty iho 
most Christian King, the King of Spain, the States Genend 
of the United Provinces and the United States of AmericHi 
and enjoining the observance thereof. 

George R. 

Whereas provisional articles were signed at Paris^ 
on the thirtieth day of November last, between our commiiJ 
sioner for treating of peace with the commissioners off tiitt 
United States of America, and the commissioners of thtt said 
states, to be inserted in and to constitute the treaity of peace 
proposed to be concluded between us and ths said United 
States, when terms of peace should be agreed upon between 
ns and his most Christii^n majesty; and whereas pfdimi^ 
naries for restoring peace between us and his most Chris&ui: 
majesty were sighed at Versailles on the twentieth day of 
January last, by the ministers of us and the most Chri&tiaii 
king ; and whereas preliminaries for restoring peace between 
us and the king of Spain, were also signed at Versailles oil 
the twentieth day of Jimiiary last, between the ministers of 
us and the king of Spain ; and whereas, for putting an end 
to the calamity of wiu* as soon and^s for as may be'po»» 
sible, it hath been agreed between us, his most Christian 
Majesty, the King of Spain, the States General of the United 
Provinces, and the United States of America, as follows ; 
that is to say — 

That such vessels and effects as should be taken in the 
Channel and in the North Seas, after the space of twelve 
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days^ to be computed from the ratification of the said preli- 
minary articles^ should be restored on all sides. That the 
term should be one month from the Channel and the North 
Seas, as &r as tlie Canary Islands inclusively, whether in the 
Ocean or in the Mediterranean ; two months from the said 
Canary Islands^ as far as the equinoctial line or eqoafor; 
and lastly, five months in all other parts of the world, with^ 
out any exception, or any other more particular description 
of time or place : 

And whereas the ratifications of the said preliminary 
articles between us and the most Christian king, in due 
fonOi were exchanged by the ministers of ui and the most 
ChristiaD king, on the third day of this instant Febmary, 
and the ratifications of the said prelinainary articles betwiaa 
us and the king of Spain, were exchanged beCwetD tlw 
ministera of us and the king of Spain, on the ninth day of 
this instant February, from which days respectivelj^ th« 
several terms above mentioned, of twelve days, of one iinvd|» 
pf two months, and of five months, are to be eomputed; 
and whereas it is our royal will and pleasure, that tW^ccin 
sation of hostiUties between us and the States Gieoeval »i 
the United Provinces, and the United States of Amtnca, 
should be agreeable to the epo<5hs fixed between us and tba 
most Christian king : 

We have thought fitj by and with the advice of our prii^ 
council, to notify the same to all our loving subjeeta; aad 
we do declare, that our royal will and pleasure is, and we 
do hereby strictly chaise and command all our oflScers, b^lh 
at sea and land, and all other our subjects whatsoevei^ 40 
forbeiTr all acts of hostility, either by sea or land, against his 
most Christian majesty, the king of Spain, the States Gene- 
ral of the United Provinces, and the United States of Ame- 
rica, their vassals or subjects^ from and after the reqwctive 
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times above mentionedi and under the penalty of inavring 
our highest displeasure. 

Given at our court at St. James's, the fourteenth day of 
February^ in the twenty-third year of our reign, and in the 
year of our Lord one thousand aeven hundred and eighty* 
three, 

God save the king. 

To THE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
United States ap Ambrioa. 

Oentlemsn, Paris, Feb. 18, 1783. 

Thave the honor to transmit to you herewith, 
ft pfacket containing one hundred passports for American 
vessels, which I have this moment received by a couri^ 
from England. 

I take this opportunity of acquainting you, that a proch* 
ination was issued out in the king's name on the 14th xnit. 
fitaking known the cessation of hostiUties which has been 
agreed upon between the several belligerent powers, and 
deelaring'ftirtber, that the several epochas at which the said 
armistice is to commence between his mgest/ and ^die 
Unit^ States of North America, are to be computed froiki 
the third day of this instant February, being the day on 
which the ratifications of the preliminaries were exdhathgMI 
between his liii^ty and the most Christian king. I must 
add that -his majesty was induced to take this 'step under the 
firm and just expectation that you, gentlemen, will cdri^ 
spond to it on your parts, by adopting the same measure reci* 
procaBy in the nam^ of the States, your masters. 

I have the honor to be, with great regard and esteem, 
gentlemen, yours, 8ic. 

(Signed) Alievne Fitzherbert. 
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Declaration of the Cessation of Arms on the 

Part of America. 

By the ministers plenipotentiary of tlie United 
States of America, for making peace with 
Great Britain. 

A DECLARATION 
Of the cessation of arms^ as well by sea as land^ 
agreed upon between his Majesty the King 
of Great Britain, and the United 
States of America. 

Whereas preliminary articles were signed at Paris on 
the thirtieth day of November last, between the pleuipo^ 
tentiaries of his said majesty the king of Great Britain, and 
of the said States, to be inserted in and to constitute the 
treaty of peace to be concluded between his said majeatjf 
and the said United States, when terms of peace should he 
agreed upon between his said majesty and his most Christiaa 
majesty : and whereas preliminaries for restoring peace 
between his said majesty the king of Great Britain and bin 
most Christian majesty, were signed at Versailles on the 
twentieth day of January last, by the respective ministen 
of their said majesties: and whereas preliminaries for re- 
storing peace between his said majesty the kii^ of Great 
Britain and his majesty the king of Spain, were also signed 
at Versailles on the twentieth day of January last, by their 
respective ministers : and whereas, for putting an end to the 
calamity of war, as soon and as far as possible, it hath been 
agreed between the king of Great Britain, his most Christian 
majesty, the king of Spain, the States General of the United 
Provinces, and the United States of America, as follows, 
tliat is to say—? 
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That such vessels and effects as should be taken in the 
Channel and the North Seas, after the space of twelve days> 
to be computed from the ratificatioii of the said prcliminarf 
articles, should be restored on all sides ; that the term should 
be one month from the Channel and North Seas, as far as 
the Canary Islands inclusively, whether in the Ocean or the 
Mediterranean; two months from the said Canary Islands, 
as far as the equinoctial line or equator; and lastly, five 
months in all other parts of the world^ without any excep- 
tion, or any other more particular description of time or 
pl^ce: 

And whereas the ratifications of the said preliminary 
articles between his said majesty the king of Great Britaia 
and his roost Christian majesty, in due form, were exchanged 
by their ministers on the third day of this instant February, 
from which day the several terms above-mentioned, of t^velve 
days, of one month, of two months, and of five months, are 
to be computed, relative to all British and American vessels ' 
and effects : 

Now, therefore, we the ministers plenipotentiary from th^' 
United States of America for making peace with Great 
Britain, do notify to the people and citizens of the said 
United States of America, that hostilities on their part 
agamst his Britannic majesty, both by sea and land, ar^ to 
cease at the expiration of the terms herein before specifieil 
therefor, and which terms are to be computed frons ih^ 
third day of February instant. And we do, in the namie and" 
by the authority of the said United States, accordingly wain 
and enjoin all their officers and citizens, to forbear all- acts 
of hostility whatever, either by laud or by sea,* against bis 
said majesty the king of Great Britain or his subjects, under 
the penalty of incurring the highest displeaaure of the smd' 
United States. 



deO PEIVATS CORRESPONDENCE PART 111. 

Giren at Paris the twentieth day of February, id the yesr 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-dircjp^ 
lOMkr our hands and seals. 

(Signed) John Adams. (L.S.) 

B.Franklin. (L.S.) 
John Jay. (L.S.) 

David Hartley, £sg. M.P. to Dr. Franklin. 

With propositions. 

My dear Friend, London, March 12, 1783« - 

It is a long while since I have heard from yon^ 
or indeed since I writ to you. I heartily congratulate yoa 
on diose pacific events which have already happened, and I 
wish to see all other final steps of conciliation succeed spee- 
dily, I send you copies of two papers which I have already 
communicated to Mr. Laurens ; the one called, Canciliattnfy 
propositions in March, 1783; the other, A sketch oft- a 
provisional treaty of commerce for opening the ports hetzseen 
Great Britain and the United States of America zoithaut 
delay; to each of which is prefixed a short state of tba 
aigument on each bead. 

As for the news of this countiy, you have doubtless heard, 
ibat Lord Shelbume's administration has for some time be^o 
jconsidered as at an end, although no other has been aa y^ 
substituted in the place of it. It was understood yesterd^jf, 
and I believe with good foundation, that what is^ now calivd 
the Portland party have been applied to, and they are n*w 
considered as the par^ most likely to succeed. As far as 
>my wishes go, such an event would be. mos^ satisfaqtoigf k> 
me. I have knovm the Duke of Portland £»- masy years, 
and by experience I know him to be a nobleman of the 
strictest honor and of the soundest whig principles, sincere 
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and explicit in every thought and transaction, manly ifK hb 
judgment, and firm in his conduct. The kingdoai of bc^ 
land, of uhich he was lately lord-lieutenant, bears unaniqs^ivi 
tcatinioiiy to tbis character of him. The Caveodisb (unHjp 
<a good whig naioke,) Mr. Fox, Lord Fitzwitlian, See. kiB* 
form the core of bia system and connexions. I most ^W^ 
iitttly wish to see a firm administration upoB a whig foWr 
dation, u'hi<^ I should consider as a solid basis on the pi9| 
«f thia coHntry for a per4M»tu0l correBpondebce of imilQf 
and conciiiatioB with America. 1 am very anxious to hftqr 
of your heakb. God Ueas yon. Ever your most a£^ 
l»nale, D. HarTLSY* ' 

CONCILIATORY PROPOSITIONS, 

Mabch, 17B3. 

Tet ms of peace having been agreed upon "faet w iiH 
Greait Britain and France on the 20th of January, 1783| 
tlMffe need not be any iarther delay in proceedhig' to <^0«f> 
ckde ibe proposed treaty between Great Britain and H^ 
Vmied Stales of America, upon the basis of the provision 
articles of the SOth of November, 1782. 

It is to be observed that none of the articles of the. pro- 
visional treaty are to take effect until the concbi^ioQ pf tkm 
definitiye treaty with America, at which time likewise, oK 
plucfis in the Anierican Slates, in posstesioli of the Bri^ 
arms, are to be evacuated, and the British army witliMdrMn^ 
fr#ni theUnhed Suua (by article ?)• If, tberefore^ it 
should be wished on the pari of Great Britain to bring fof^ 
ward the atb article respecting the loyalists, before tbe' ew- 
elusion of the definitive treaty with America, tbe bnyoiMt 
slKiiiLd be withdrawn from tbe American breast by tbe V9* 
Innttvry ranovfti of Ihe Britiah troops widi «U ooKfeomit 

VOL. Jf. X 
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dispatch. This condition of the removal of the troops is 
likewise necessary before any provisional terms of commerce 
'witlt America can take place. 

By the 6th article of the provisional treaty, all future 
confiscations in America are precluded, although the prose- 
cutions at present subsisting are not to be stopped before 
the definitive treaty. But if the substantial pledge of return- 
ing amity on the part of Great Britain, viz. the removal of 
the troops, should be voluntarily anticipated, it would be 
but reasonable that all prosecutions should be immediatdj 
abated on the part of America ; and, to facilitate the removal 
of the trodps, the loyalists may be permitted to remain, in 
safety and unmolested (if they choose to remain) from the 
period of -removing the troops until twelve months after the 
definitive treaty. 

There is another article of the provisional treaty, the 
delay of which is much to be lamented, viz. the mutual 
release of prisoners of war on both sides. As this is off 
article of reciprocity, both sides, from principles of fauiiift* 
nity, are equally interested to bring it forward into effect 
speedily ; that those unhappy captives may not alone suffer 
the miseries of war in the time of peace. 

Upon these considerations the following supplemental 
terms of treaty between Great Britain and the United States' 
are proposed. 

1. lliat the British troops shall be withdrawn with all 
convenient speed. 

£. That the commissioners on bodi sides do proceed to 
the conclusion of the definitive treaty. 
' 3. That the Commissioners do speedily negociate a pro- 
visional convention of commerce (hereunto annexed) to take ' 
place immediately. The terms of this temporary convention . 
not to be pleaded on either side in the negociation of a final 
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and perpetual treaty of commerce between Great Britrai 
and the United States. 

4. That the commissioners do negociate a perpetual treatjf 
of commerce. 

5. That all prosecutions of the loyalists in Ammca be 
immediately abated^ and that they be permitted to remaiil 
until twelve months after die definitive treaty^ unmolested ib 
their endeavors to obtain restitution of their estates. * 

6. That all prisoners, on both sides, be immediatelj^ 
released. - 

7. That intercourse of amity and commerce do imm^i^ 
diately take place between Great Britain and the United 
States of America. 

Sketch of a provisional treaty of commerce. ^ 

As soon as preliminaries of peace are signed with 
any independent states, such as Spain, France, and Holland 
the course of mutual commerce emerges upon the same teni^ 
and conditions, as were existing antecedent to the war, iko; 
new duties imposed during the war excepted. The case b^-t 
tween Great Britain and America is different, because Amei^ 
rica, from a dependent nation before the war, emerges an in* 
dependent nation after the war. The basis therefore of pro- 
visional treaty between Great Britain and the United Statei: 
would be simply to arrange such points as would emerge- 
after the war, impracticable and discordant to the newly- 
established independence of the American States, and to leave;, 
all others as much as possible untouched: for instance, that 
all instrumental regulations, such as papers, bonds, certificates, 
oaths, and all oth^r documents should be between Greaf 
Britain and the United States, upon the same footing and no 
otber than as between Great Britain and any other inde^ 
pendent nation; but that all duties, drawbacks^ bounties^ rightt, 
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Action and effect as before, not stipulated for apj fixed (eriq^jbiQ^ 
aiu3p I aoi speaiing oi a provisional irea^jf^ not of a provisioriai 
(fV/ of comiuerce for a specified period. By tbis ineaQ« ^l 
^^puUies which otherwise woujid h^ accu^ul^jted ^x^ o|7str|ict 
jh tfpijporary ami ^provisional a^cty are avoid^^ i/i limine. X!^ 
ports uill bje inrunediately opeiied upon specified and ki^WI^ 
conditions. If the I^giMlaJture of fitber poultry think prwfli* 
to ^itroduce op its own part afiy piew con^Uipps or reguiatioiii, 
even previous to the intended treaty of commerce, ij^ \fJiV 
n9t shut the ports again gen^rfdly, \f}xt on]y oppn^tepro iapio 
f ccprdinjj to the case^ on whiofa jside soever a^y ^ovel .^qyi-' 
dition should arise, the other will likewisi^ b^ at Ub^J.AP 
make any corresponding regulations as between independent 
nations. The great object is to i>pen (he ports between Great 
Bicitain and the United Stat^ inxmediatoij pn the signature of 
prelipjiinaries of peaqe^t as between Fraoce and Qi^eeX fi/^t^fv 
j^y jtbc proposition ^bovc stated. Great Prit^ and ]^aiiri^ 
anfl Great liritaiu at>d the United Sutps re3pe((t^vdjr W^^ 
subject of intercourse of commerce^ would ^j9)9f£^ 3gf4tt 
after the war, into sitMntious relatively aioiilar tprtb^ir 9|tUJ>f4Q9 
fjefore ,the war. 

The crown qf Great ^Britain h Gt\^\efd \}y Ijbe covEKU^^tpfJ 
act of 1782 to repeal, annul, make void, or su^pi^l fpr.fpy 
time or times the opei^tipn and effect jpf ajnjj^ act of pa^rfiaqic^ 
or any clause, provision, matter or tiiii^ therein QqQti\jij|p^ 
rjclating to the colpnies or plantations now b^ome4h|3 IJ[|U(84 
SiUUes of America; and therefo;;e ^jb^ cr^w/D i^.not pu)f /qPBh 
Detent to conclude, ^ut likewife to ci^riiy into isffi^t aiiy yfP* 
nuonal treaty of cpmmerce ipritb Aiperiqa. Ti^ first fAMpJ* 
fition must be laj^ in th« fotal reji^^l ^f \hi^ prohibitoiry 99^M 
pecembcr, 177-3, jiot only f^ prphibitiijg cotpm^rq^i Jl^t^ips 
Grea^Briuan w4.% lifted ^ti9§, jfit^.^^^ gsomiltm 
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of the wdi'; by giving up universally all Anierican prop^r^ 
at s^tL to military plunder without any redr^s^ to be obiaiti/A 
by law in atiy British court of admiralty. After this all ifb^ 
Btructions from the act of navigation and other acts regu!ati% 
tite commerce of the States of America (formerly d^pendi^iit 
upon Great Britain), may be removed. ftlstFuctiohs ma^ As 
sent to the commissfoners of the customs to dispense v^ifli 
bondS; certificates, 8cc. which By the old' laws are requiri^^ 
be discharged or attested fty supposed governors^, naval 6r 
tftistom-houscf ofRcer^ih Arneficd. The questions of draw- 
backs, bounties, Jtc. after opening th^ porttf, may remain frM{ 
j^oints of discussion and regulation, as between stdt^s havhig 
bo commercial treaty subsisting between ttiero. As ihe crbw^ 
is competent to open an intercourse of commerce with Am<^- 
rica by treaty, this mode is preferable to any act of parliamei^t, 
which may be only a jealous and suspicious convention et 
patte. This mode by treaty avoids the accumulated difficul- 
ties which might otherwise obstruct the first oplening of i&e 
ports by act of parliament, and above all it secures an atter- 
nafe bhiding part of the bargain, which ho act of parlianaeiit 
cafi do. 

Breviate of the treaty, viz. provisional for inler- 
f^ourse and comAierce between Great Britain and the United 
States of America. 

1. That all ports shall be mutually open for intercourse 
and commerce. 

a. And therefore the king of Great Britain agrees for the 
repeal of the prohibitory acts, viz. l6 Geo. III. chap. 5, 8ic. 
The king of Great Britain lilc^wise agrees by instructions ac- 
cbrdiilg to the laws of Great Britain to his commissioners of 
customs and other officers to remove all obstructions to 
Atherican ships, either entering inwards or clearing uutwar^s^ 
which may arise from any acts of parliament herietofbre regu* 
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lating die commerce of the American States^ under the de- 
scription of British colonies or plantations, so as to accoin* 
modate every circumstance to the reception of their ships, as 
the ships of independent states. 

3. AH duties^ drawbacks, bounties, rights, privileges, and 
all other money considerations shall remain respecting the 
United States of America upon the same footing as they now 
remain respecting the province of Nova Scotia in America, 
or as if the aforesaid states had remained dependent upoit 
Great Britain. All this subject to regulations or alterationt 
by any future acts of the parliament of Great Britain. 

4. On the part of the States of America^ it is agreed that 
all laws prohibiting the commerce with Great Britain shall 
be repealed. 

5. Agreed upon the same part, that all ships and mer* 
chandise of the British dominions shall be admitted upon the 
same terms as before the war, except any imposts laid during 
the war. All this subject to future regulations or alterations 
by the legislatures of American States respectively. 

6. The principles and spirit of this treaty to be supported 
on either side by any necessary supplemental arrangements. 
No tacit compliance on the part of America in any subordi* 
nate points to be argued at any time hereafter to the prejudice 
of their independence. 

To David Hartley, Esq. M. P. 

Dear Sir, Passy, March 23, 1783. 

I received the letter you did me the honor of writing 
to me, requesting a recommendation to America of Mr. Joshua 
Grigby. I have accordingly written one ; and having an op- 
portunity the other day, I sent it under cover to Mr. Benja- 
niin Vaughan. 
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The geoeral proclamations you wished for^ aiispeiidiiigiW 
rather putting an end, to hostilities^, are now. published ;,.fg 
that your ^^ heart is at rest/' and mine with it. You.may.df^ 
pend on my joining my hearty endeavocs .with.yours^ iu V ci4v 
ttvating conciliatory principles between, our two countrioSy!' 
and I may venture to assure you, that. if your bill for a^.pr% 
visional estitblishment of the commerce had passed as at fya$ 
proposed, a stipulation on our part iu the definitive Ireatjr^ib^ 
allow reciprocal and equal advantages and privileges to yoi^r 
subjects, would have been readily agreed to. With great 
and sincere esteem, I am ever^ 8cc. B. Franklin. 

J), Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklin. 

My dear Friend, London, March S\, 17B3u .j 

I send you a paper entitled. Supplemental Treaty^ 
the substance of which I sent you some time ago, as I road 
it, in part of a speech in the house of commons. 1 luini 
given a copy of it to Mr. L., as the grounds upon which m^ 
friend the Duke of P. would have wished that any adminit^ 
tration in which he might have taken a part should hove 
treated with the American ministers. All negociations «for 
the formation of a minbtry in concert viith the Duke of P^ 
are at an end. 

The 10th article, which is supposed to be referred to tbQ 
definitive treaty, is a renewal of the same proposition which 
I moved in parliament some years ago, viz. on the 9th of 
April, 1 778. I see nothing inconsistent with that proposition^ 
either in the declaration of independence or in the treaty with 
France. Let it therefore remain, and emerge after the war 
as a point untouched by the war. I assure you my consent 
should not be wanting to extend this principle between all the 
nations upon earth. 1 know full well that those nations to 
which yoi| and I are bound by birth and .consanguinity, wouL^ 
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ftap the imiiiest fruits from it; owing tro marM Air^> ffnd envj/^ 
img »• man's hofpiuess, I should rgoice in the lot of my o^m 
country, and on her part say to Aiueneay Nos duQ twrbm 
fHmtfk. 1 send you hkewite enclosed with this ^onis 8tnlK4 
oeats respecting the principles of some late negvciatiimij 
tewu up in the shape of pariiaraeatary nsotioiis' by my- bRM 
dwr, ^'ho joins with me in sinoerest good wiakes to yoni.fte 
health and happiness, and for the peace ^i eur retfpecliTg 
(xmotnes, and of mankind. Your ef or alfeetioiiate^ - ho 

Supplemental Treaty between Great Britain aadif^ 

United States of North America, 

\ . That the British troops be withdrawn from th^' tTidted 
States witli all convenient speed. 

~ ^ 2. That all farther prosecutions of loyalists in AtneticH be 
immediately abated, and that they be permitted to remain 
MUl tx9Ast months after the definitive treaty with AiheAcn^ 
ift'tHifeiy and urtttiolested^ in their endeavors to bbtaih restl- 
fhtion of their estates. 

-* 3. That all ports shall be mutually openied tor mtercdui^ir 
and commerce, between Great Britain and the United States. 

4.. Agreed on the part of Great Britain that all prohibitory 
acts shall be repealed, and that all obstructions to American 
ships either entering inwards or clearing outwards, shall \m 
removed, which may arise from any acts of parliament here- 
tofore regulating the commerce of the American States^ under 
tlie description of British colonies and plantations, so as tp 
accommodate every circumstance to the reception of tBehr 
ships, as the ships of independent states. 



■■■■*i 
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5. Agreed on the part * of Great Britain that all Hutjetjf 
lights, privileges, and all pecuniary conaiderations shall |jN 
main respecting the United States of America, upon the saiM 
footing as they now remain respecting Ihc prodance- oH NMi 
Scetia, or M if ^ said States had reinaiiled d«peiHiacit<ii|Wi 
Gfeat BriUiti. All this MriSjeet to r^ulaiidna aMl^aitttraiMb 
by any firture ftcts of the parlitnnent of Or<*at Britaiww' ' r i'jA 
V 6. Ott tbe part of the Attierieafi S4a«e^ k w a^r«edv ttal 
all laws prohibiting commerce with Great ^rftt^tl «llri^tM 
repealed. 

7. Agreed on the part of Ate American States, that ail ship^ 
ahd M^rehandisis of the BHtiJfi d^miniona shall be admicfM 
upon the same terttis^ as before the war, AH (his sabject M 
future regulations or alterations by the legislattires of ih0 
American States respectively, . ■> 

8« Thdt all prisonera on both sidea be inmediatelyfe- 
leas«d. ,.,.j 

9. Tke spirit ancjl principles of this treaity to be ^opporflli 
on either ^ide by any necessary snpplemeiital arraogesK^nljK 
No tacit compKance on the part of the Ameiicao Stat^tj|;| 
any subordinate points to he urged at any time hercaftef' ll 
derogation of their independence. 

Separate article to be referred to the definitive treaty: 

10. Neither shall the independence of the United Stai^fi 
be construed any farther than as independence^ absolute and 
unlimited in matters of government as well as ^commei^ 
Not into alienation, and therefore the subjects of bis* Britannic 
majesty and the citi2en8 of the United States shall noiutuaUj 
be considered as natural-bom subjects^ and enjoy all fighli 
and privileges as such in the respective doaunions aad tdrri* 
toiies^'itt the manner heretofore accQstoined* 
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Paper mentioned in the close of Mr. Hartleys letter of 

March 3\, 1783. 

1. That it is tlie opioion of this house, that wheoever Great 
Britain thought proper to acknowledge the independence of 
America, the mode of putting it into effect most honorablj 
for this country, would have been to have made the dedan^ 
tion of independence previous to the commencement of anj 
treaty with any other power. 

2. That a deviation from that line of conduct, has the 
effect of appearing to grant the independence of America 
solely to the demands of the house of Bourbon, and not, as 
was the real state of the case, from a change in the sentiments 
of this country, as to the object and continuance of the Am^ 
rican war. 

. 3. That when this house, by its vote against the farther pro- 
secution of offensive war in America, had given up the point 
of contest and adopted a conciliatory disposition, the pursuing 
those principles by an immediate and liberal uegociation upon 
the basis of independence, at the same time expressing a 
readiness to conclude a general peace with the allies of Am^ 
rica upon honorable terms, .would have been the most likely 
way to promote a mutual and beneficial intercourse between 
the two countries, — to establish peace upon a firm foundation, 
and would have prevented the house of Bourbon from having 
a right to claim any farther obligations from America, as the 
assertors of their independence. 

4. That the minister who advised the late negociations for 
peace has neglected to make use of those advantages which 
the determination of the house put him in possession of: that, 
by his delay in authorising persons properly to negociate with 
the American commissioners, he has shown a reluctance to 
acting upon the liberal principles of granting independence to 
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America^ as the determination of Great Britain upon mature 
consideration of the question ; and has by such methods giv^n 
advantage to the enemies of this country to promote and con- 
firm that commerce and connexion between the United States 
of America and themselves^ which during the contest have 
been turned from their natural channel with this country^ aiid^ 
which this peace so concluded has not yet contributed to 
restore. 

The Right Hon. C. J. Fox, secretary of state, to his 

excellency B. Franklin, Esq. 

Sir, St, James's, April \% 1783. 

Although it is umiecessary for me to introduce to 
your acquaintance a gentleman so well known to you as Mr. 
Hartley, who will have the honor of delivering to you this 
letter, yet it may be proper for me to inform you that he has 
the full and entire confidence of his majesty's ministers upon 
the subject of his mission. 

Permit me, sir, to take this opportunity of assuring you 
how happy I should esteem myself if it were to prove my lot 
to be the instrument of completing a real and substantial re- 
conciliation between two countries formed by nature to be in 
a state of friendship one with the other, and thereby to put 
the finishing hand to a building, in laying the first stone of 
which I may fairly boast that I had some share. 

I have the honor to be, with every sentiment of regard and 
esteem, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

C. J. Fox- 



3SA PRiVAYE C0ii1it9^di^filistt TUtt iri. 

Three jgrtivlH proposed by the AutiktCkti 'tX.ifi t^t ^Ai,dt(S 
delivered to ThMvia f\Anrtzlr, Ed^. th^ BritM envd^.* 

Jpril29,nSSU.r 

,,. Art* 1. It is agreed ifaat so soon as bis Brilamiw 

majesty shall have withdrawn all bis armies, garrisdosi^ nM 
fle^U from the United States of Aoaerica, and from etiarjr 
port, post, place^ and harbor within the same, as stipulated bj 
the 7 th article of the provisional treaty of 80il of Not^mbffH 
■1732, then and theucefoptb, for and daring tbe- term of 
years, all rivers, harbors, lakes, ports, and places, beloligiQ|( 
to the United Stated, or any of them, shall be open aAd ftM 
to the merchants and other subjects of the crown of Gtvtt 
Britain, and his trading vessels: who sbaH be received, trealfl^ 
and protected, like the ftierchant and trading vessels of the 
state in which they may be liable to no other charges or duti!£i« 

And reciprocally all rivers, harbors, lakes, ports, and placea, 
under the dominion of his Britannic majesty, shall thedce/orth 
M o[Ten and free to the ttlerchants and trading vessels of the 
^d United States, and of each and every of them wnb shall 
fee r^delved, treated, and protected, lil^e the mcrcHaiits aiicl 
trading vessels of Oreat Britain, and be liable to no otner 
charges or duties : saving always to the chartered tiadmg 
companies of Great Britain, such exclusive use and trade of 
their respective ports and establishments, as neither the other 
Bubjectd of Great Britain, nor any of the most favored natioo, 
'participate in. 

Art. 2. It is agreed that such persons as may be in confine- 
ment in the United States of America for or by reason of the 
part which they may have taken in the late war, shall be set 
at liberty immediately on the evacuation of the said states by 
the troops and fleets of his Britannic majesty. 



And it is likewise agreed that all such persons who may be 
in confinement in »ny parte under the dominion of hi» Bri- 
tanpi^ ^I^o^ty, fo|: oTky reason of the partri^bicV ^^ey iisty 
b^ye ta^en in the late war^ ^ball at the same time be also im- 
l^edi^tely set \kt libcrtyp 

. Ar^. 3. The priaoners made fespectivcl^f by tltt^rms o{\^» 
Jifit^uiQ majesty, and tUoso of the United Slaties of Am^f^ 
fioth by liind onds^^'^ail be imoiediately set at (iberty tbiilj^ 
i;iaj4 fanaaoGU pn p^Mig tt^e debts they maybawc contnictfi^ 
iwlwg their captivity : ^d «acb coptr^ctipg party shall i»^ 
^l^tiT^ly .r^mbarge .tlpp siuias which sHall hav^ been advitpQ^fi 
|{ir ,tbe iaut>aist^Q(ce ittid m^iotenapce of tbeir prisoners by t)Qs 
SQff^Xsign of th^ country where they $b^ have been detainedy 
9P(a.QjKUMg to the receipts and fUt^pii^ ^ocoMots, and ptji^cr au- 
;tbmUp ptle9 wbiieb «b^l h/e jifoduc^d m ^f^ch qtde- 

^Q,M13 i!£x^XL¥«|^K€Y TUB CoUJNT D£ VEEQ^yK^^, 

Sir, Passy, May 5, 1783. . 

It was my intention to pay my devoirs at Versatlt# 

to-morrow. I thank your excellency neverdieless for yo^t 

\iTid admonition. 1 omitted two of the last three days froqp 

a mistaken apprehension that being holidays there would 1>fi 

1)0 court. Mr. Laurens and Mr. Jay are both hivalids; and 

since 'my last severe fit of the gout, my Icj^s have continued 

'so wesik, fbat I am hardly able to keep pace with the imxdjh 

ters, who walk fast, especially in going up and down stairs. 

1 beg you to be assured, that whatever deficiency there maj 

be of strength, there b none of respect, in, ^ir, your ei^cel- 

lency's most dbedienti and most humble servant, 

B. Fraxkux. . 
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To David Hartley, Esq. M. P. 

Dear Friend, P^^y May 8, 1783. ' 

I send jou enclosed the copies you desired of th^ 
papers I read to you yesterday.' I should be happy if I cbnid 
see, before I die, the proposed improvement of the law of 
nations established. The miseries of mankind would be 
diminished by it, and the happiness of millions secured vA 
promoted. If the practice of privateering could be profitable 
to any civilised nation, it might be so to us Americans, mci 
we are so situated on the globe, as that the rich commerce of 
Europe with the West Indies, consisting of manufactures^ 
sugars, &c. is obliged to pass before our doors, which enable* 
us to make short and cheap cruizes, while our own commerce 
is in such bulky low-priced articles as that ten of our aUpb 
taken by you are not equal in value to one of yours^ and yoa - 
must come far from home at a great expense to look for them. 
I hope therefore that this proposition, if made by us, will sp« 
pear in its true light, as having humanity only for its motive^ 
I do not wish to see a new Barbary rising in Americi^ and- 
our long-extended coast occupied by piratical states. hf&W 
lest our privateering success in the two last wars riiould al* ' 
ready have given our people too strong a relish for that moit 
mischievous kind of gaming, mixed blood; and if a stop ii 
not now put to the practice, mankind may hereafter be more 
plagued with American corsairs than they have been and are 
with the Turkish. Try, my friend, what you can do^ m pro* 
curing for your nation the glory of beings though the greatest 
naval power, the first who voluntarily relinquished the advan- 
tage that power seems to give them, of plundering others^ and 



' See the proposition about privateerings annexed to Letter to R. Os- 
wald Esq. January 14, 1783. 
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thereby impeding the mutual communications among men of 
the gifts of God; and rendering miserable multitudes of mer- 
chants and their families, artizans, and cultivators of the earthy 
the most peaceable and innocent part of the human species. 
With great esteem and afTection, I am erer^ my dear friendi 

yours most sincerely. B. Franklin. - 

I '. 

r 

[The following papers were delivered to the American com'- 
missioners by David Hartley^ Esq. the }5th of May, 1783.] 

Extract of a Letter from the Hon. C.J. Fox 

TO David Hartley, Esq. 

May 9, 178S. 
*' I send you enclosed the copy of a memorial I 
have received from the merchants trading to South Carolina 
and Georgia, as also the duplicate of one presented by them 
to Lord Shelburne in May i78£. I am to desire you wilt 
endeavor to obtain for them of the ministers plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America, such representations of 
their case, as it appears on the consideration of. it justly to 
deserve, and I shall be much obliged to you, if you will 
inform me, as soon as you can, of the manner in which they 
receive these [Kipers, and how far they think the persons in- 
terested may hope to obtain relief^ that I may acquaint them 
therewith." 

To THE Right Hon. William, Earl of Shel« 

BURNE, 8lc., 

One of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state. 

The Memorial of the subscribing merchants trading Xo 
South Carolina and Georgia in behalf of themselves and' 
others. 



SS6 F&irjLTE C01tSSftF0N»«»GB w^vmMMi 

Most humbl} showeth^ 

That ip the year 1770^ the Cherokee 




being considerably iudebteci to the trader:}, y^]lo supplied tlMjm 
with goodly and finding it i.npossibie fpMu the decreaaad 
number of deer to pu\ their debts as usual with skinsjr JNro» 
posed to their said traders tlie cession of a very large bodf 
of land claimed i>y that nation stu their property, and fritMtid 

to the southward of tlie river Savannah, such cession to bo 

■.'■*. 

taken by the traders as a full payment of all debts and clainu 
whatever against the Cherokees. 

That the traders having agreed the proposed cesaioDi thjB 
Indians, bv some of iiir headmen authorised for that ptir- 
pose^ formally executed the necessary deeds. 

That Sjr James Wright, governor of the province of 
Georgia^ in which province the lands so ceded were sitUfitiNL 
and the late John Stuart, esq^. the superintendent of IndMUi 
affairs for the south district of America, disapproved of VOB 
conduct of the said traders in accepting the said cemoQ. at 
being contrary, not only to his Majesty *s instructions, but to 
the several provincial laws which strictly prohibit priyato 
persons from making any purchase of lands from Indiaiis* 

That in consequence of such disapprobation thfe Inouinli 
persisting in their resolution of ceding the lands in questioik 
and being thereby released from their debt, offered to make 
tiic cession to Governor Wright for that purpose, and named 
a day for running lines, but he dccliniug their offer, deeped 
they would defer their intentions until his Majesty's pleasure 
should be known on them. 

That the ensuing year, Sir James Wright, being then in 
England, stated the several matters above Qientiop^ in a 
ipemorial to the Earl of Hillsborough, and propos^ cerfcaia 
measurea b^ which the cewion of the said lands, if approv^ 
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bj bis Majesty, might be the means not only of answering 
the proposed end of the Indians, and the traders, but of 
bringing in m number of valuable settlers to the great ad- 
vantage of the province, and consequently of the . mother 
country. 

That the said memorial having been referred to the edttn* 
deration of the lords of trade, they, in a repreMhitation daCid 
Nov. Qy 1772, advised bis Majesty to accept of the proposed 
cession for the intended purpose of paying the detlts doeto 
the traders from the Indians by the sale of the lands ceded ; tt 
the same time proposing that the crown riiould not stand 
pledged either to the Indians or the traders for the payment 
of any part of the debts, that the debts should be fairly li- 
quidated and confined to those contracted within certaib 
periods, and that all monies arising from the sale of the lands 
so ceded should be placed in the hands of a receiver to be 
appointed by the governor, and after payment of the debts 
so to be liquidated, together with the expenses of survey ami 
means of protection to the persons settling, the same be 
subject to such payments upon warrant of the governor for 
the ' service of the province as his Majesty should approve 
and direct. 

That in consequence of the above representation his Ma- 
jesty was graciously pleased t6 give conformable instructibifs 
to ^ir James Wright, who arrived in Georgia for the purpose 
of putting them in execution in March 1773. ' 

lliat it appearing the Creek Indians had a claim upon the 
lands proposed to be ceded by the Cherokees as aforesaid, 
alledging that their ancestors had heretofore conquered those 
lands from that nation, that the Cherokees had acknowledged 
that right of conquest by abandoning the possession to them, 
and which possession they bad uniformly held, and it also 
appearing that the Creeka being also considerably toddbtied 

VOL. II. Y 
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to their traders were inclined to join in the cession upon 
being freed from their debts, a congress was appointed to bo 
held at Augusta with both nations in the inontb of r May 
following for finally adjusting the terms, and formally aoee|Mfe-p 
ing the cession of the express purpose upon which it waa^to 
be made, namely the discharge of the debts due .from tbe 
Cherokees and Creeks to their respective traders.^ 

Tljat a congress Was accordingly held at AugUsta |0 Jdis^ 
1773, by Sir James Wright and the superintendantoir the 
part of the crown, at which a very considerable, number of 
tho lieadmen of both nations attended, who, after having* pr^ 
viously deliberated upon the matter between tliemselves^ joined 
in a solemn and formal cession of the lands in questMB to 
his majesty, ybr the purpose of paying the debts, due frtrnf- 
their respective nations to their traders, and the said tradefir 
appearing by themselves or their attoruies did at the smaim 
time release and discharge their several debtors of both* mfr 
tions from all debts, claims and demands whatever. ' '.!>*.. 

That it must be supposed such considerable debts being^ 
due from tlie Indians to tlicir traders, the latter must liave 
been proportionably indebted to the merchants who auppUad; 
them with goods; this in fact was the case, and themeidbanta 
were obliged to take assignments from the traders of their 
claims, and the debts to be liquidated in payment of * iheir 
several demands, and to give them a full discharge .of their 
respective debts. . • . . • 

That after the lands had been ceded as aforesaid, steps 
were taken by Sir James Wright for surveying the said lands, 
setting them in distinct allotments for protecting the pio^ 
chases, settling the same, and partictilarly for adjusting end 
liquidating the debts claimed within certain fixed periods agree- 
able to hit majesty's instructions. 

lliat in consequence of these necessary measurea a pro* 
gress was made in the liquidation of the debt8| and certifi- 
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cates of the sums allowed were giv^ivto the claimants, when 
tlie disturbances in America, and particularly in Georgia, pret> 
vented any further proceedings being taken therein; and your 
memorialists are either on their own accounts or their cor«> 
respondents interested in those claims eitlier liquidated or to 
be liquidated to a very considerable amount, and without any 
dependence for reimbursement but on the produce of the 
lands so ceded. 

Your memorialists further beg leave to represerit to yotnr 
lordship, that prior to the unhappy disputes in America 
several allotments of the said ceded lands were sold ; but at 
they were given to understand, the charge of surveying, the 
raising and maintaining a troop of rangers, and other ex- 
penses, whether necessary or not your memorialists will not 
take upon themselves to determine, have amounted to more 
than the sums received, no part of the sums due to your 
memorialists or their correspondents upon such of their 
daims as have been settled, liquidated, and certified as afor««- 
said, have been paid. 

Having tlius fully stated to your lordship thexircumstances 
that attended the cession of the lands in question, the actual 
ground upon which that cession was made, the motives and 
conditions upon which his majesty was graciously pleased to 
accept the same and upon which instructions were given to 
"Sir James Wright, it remains for your memorialists humbly 
to submit to your lordship's consideration : 

That although the cession of those lands was expressly 
made to the crown by the Cherokee and Creek nations, yet 
that it was for a particubu* and declared purpose, not only 
clearly acknowledged in the act of cession itself, but in bia 
majesty's instiiictions to his governor ; and that the crown in 
this instance stands in fact in trust for the several creditors of 
those nations whose debts have been or may be fairly liqui- . 
dated, and- certified by Aem- or tbeir assigns. The lands' ^ 
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therefore, so ceded in trust, cannot be deemed the proper^ 

of the crown unless it is at the same time acknowledged that 

they must stand charged with and liable to the seferal mik 

certified claims of your memorialists and their correSpondeiito; 

' That the present situation of aflairs affords your memoAii-- 

ists reason to presume that some accommodation may aoon 

take place with the revolted colonies : upon this suppotitioiiy 

they have taken the liberty to trouble your lordship with thb 

full state of their situation, and they beg leave to assikrer jour 

lordship of their entire reliance upon your attention' tvit^; 

and they are persuaded that in every event of negociiitiMi 

which may happen, the circumstances attending the cesmo 

made by the Cherokee and Creek Indians to his ttiajesty at 

the congress of Augusta in May 177^, of the lands tolhist 

southward of the river Savannah, for the sole purpo^ df 

paying the debts due from their respective nations to die 

British traders, will be duly attended to, and that those lindu 

will be deemed as charged with and made liable to the pH^ 

nient of those debts, or that some other mode of payment 

will be adopted to the satisfaction of your memoruliM and 

correspondents. ■•■» ■ 

London, May S, 1785. ^* 

<« 

To THE Right Honorable Charles James Fox, 

One of his Majesti/^s principal Secretaries of Siate, S^c. SfCm 

The Memorial of the subscribing Merchants trading to 
South Carolina and Georgia in behalf of ihemselvea 
and others. 

That on the third day of May last your Me- 
morialists had the honor to present to the Earl of SheUboroe, 
tiien one of !ii.s mnjesty's principal secretaries of states a me- 
morial of which the annexed is a copy. 

That your meMerialista havisg as they himlbiy ap^ehoHl 
clearly demonstrated tlMki^ thatoertdb kadvMi the 
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frontiers of the province of Georgia, were vested in the 
crown bj cession from the Creek and Chero)eee Indiaiis je 
trust for the payment of their debts, which debts have been 
assigned to your memorialists and their correspondents, tbcy 
bad entertained the most sanguine hopes and expectationa 
that thpse lands would have, by the pieliminary artides lattlj 
concluded between the commis^ners of his Ma)esi(y ifnd 
those on the part of the United States of America,' beffii 
deemed subject and bound to the payment of the se vend 
demands and claims of your memorialists, but to their great 
surprise they find no notice takfsn therein of the conditions 
upon which those lands were vested in the crown. 

Your memorialists^ as t}ie crown, at the time of the cession, 
did not stand pledged either tp the Indians or their creditors 
for the payment of the debts, upon which condition the ces- 
sion was made, could not expect or claim any right of !«• 
ceiving payment from the crown, while lands ceded, to hlf 
majesty for that purpose were liable to the said payment : 
they humbly presume to say, that the independency of the 
United States of America being now acknowledged and the 
boundaries of those states ascertained, all lands heretofore 
vested in the crown within those boundaries, and which the 
different Indian nations do not claim as their property, must 
be deemed as vested in the respective states within whose 
limits they are situated : and as the Indians have formally 
ceded the lands in question to his Majesty, and thereby re- 
nounced all right thereto, and property therein, they are to 
all mtents and purposes a part of the state of Georgia, 
witiiout any condition or being bound to make good any 
payment, for the purpose of which alone they were ceded to 
and vested in his majesty ; and your memorialists are thereby 
effectually barred from any claim or expectation of being 
paid- Ikeir several demands, to* wbicb psymenit those Iftnda 
\^hUe vealed JQ JbteMadetty wcnr Utih. . 
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Your memorialists humbly conceive that his Majfeuiy haVhlgf 
conceded to the state of Georgia the lands in question, ^vittt'-^- 
out any stipulation in favor of your memorialists^ that ftfijr 
are fully warranted in their humble expectations th^t-iMif 
mode of payment will be adopted or other expedient pMS^ 
posed for their relief. -And they therefore earnestly retfvnSHt} 
that taking th6 merit of their case into consideration^ yM'Mtfl 
be pleased to lay this their humble representation befoi^^Mi^> 
Majesty for his gracious pleasure therein. -"'^ 

Greenwood avd HiCGiNi^Ki '" 
John Bult. '' 

Graham Simpson. ^ 

Clark AND MiLLiGAN. 
James Jackson. ' ^ 

London, April 11, 178S. '''^ 

Commission of D. Hartley, Esq. presented to the 
Americun Plenipotentiaries, May 19; 1783. * - 

George R. ,4 

George the Third, by the grace of God Koig 5of 
Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of theFitftb, 
Duke of Brunswick and I^unenburgh, Arch-treaaintr and 
Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, &c:' To M 
to whom these presents shall come greeting. 

Whereas for the perfecting and establishing the peace ^ wd 
friendship and good understanding so happily commenced 'by 
the provisional articles signed at Paris the thirtieth day of 
November last, by the commissioners of us and our good 
friends the United States of America, vie. New Hampsfanne,* 
Mataacbusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New YoriE, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower counties on Dela- » 
ware, Marylaudi Virginia, North Carolina, Soutli^CflrolinmAd 
Georgia in North America, wid for opeoiagj promblifig^'Wd 
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rendering perpetual the mutual intercourse of trade and cotBi* 
merce between our kingdoms and the. dominiqns of the said 
United States, we have thought proper to invest 4gome fit person. 
\vith full powers on our part to meet and confer with the minia-K 
ters of the said United States now residing at Paris, duly- au«r 
thorised for the accomplishing of sud^ laudajble and.isalutaijif 
purposes. Now know ye,- that we reposing special trust and 
confidence in the wisdom, : loyalty, diligence and .circun»» 
spection of our trusty and. well-beloved David Hartley, esq9 
on whom we have therefore conferred the rank of our minis- 
ter plenipotentiary, have nominated, constituted and ap- 
pointed, and by these presents do nominate, constitute aud 
appoint him our true, certain, and undoubted commissioner, 
procurator, and plenipotentiary ; giving and granting to him 
all and all manner of faculty, power and authority, together 
with general as well as special order (so as the general do not 
derogate from the special, nor on the contrary) for us and in 
our name, to meet, confer, treat, and conclude with the 
minister or ministers furnished with sufficient powers on the 
part of our said good friends the United States of America, 
of and concerning all such matters and things as may be 
requisite and necessary for accomplishing and completing the 
several ends and purposes herein before nkentioned, and also 
for us and in our name to aign 0U«b treaty or treaties, coaveor 
tion or conventions, or other instruments whatsoever, as nnqr 
be agreed upon in the premises, and mutually to deliver and 
receive- the same in exchange, and to do and perform all audi 
other acts, matters and things as may bjK any ways proper 
and conducive to the purposes above mentiotied, iu as fidl 
aud ample form and manner and with the rlik^ validity and 
effect, as we ourself, if we were present,, could do and per- 
foriR the same : engaging and promising, on our royal word 
that we will accept, jratifj and confirm, io the!mo6t<effiectual 
manner all such actB,fliatfer8'imdlhiig8,aa.aliaU be so trans- 
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acted ftod caacladed by our aforesaid comniiasionery |Mroain» 
tor and plenipotentiarji and that v^e will never ttifior 
person to violate the same, in the whole or in part, or to 
contrary thereto. In teatinKKiy and confirmation of. all 
wbich» we have caused our great seal of Great Britain lo- hi 
ffixed to these presenti signed with our royal hand* .^u; 

..Given at our t>alace at St James's, fourteenth day of Mmf 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred iand 
eij^ty three, and in the twenty-third year of our reign. <t 

' I 'David Hartley, the minister above named, certify' tho 

foregoing to be a true copy from my original commisaiai^ 

delivered to the American ministerS| this nineteenth day -of 

May, 1783. ri 

(Signed) D. Hartlbt*: : 

Order in Council May 14, 1783, read to and left mik 
the American Ministers, this twenty-first day of Ma^ 
1783, by D. Hartley, esq. ■ ■ ^ 



j» 



At the Court of St. James's, May 14, 178S. :• 
Preseuty the King's most excellent majesty in council. 

Whereas by an act of parliament passed dus 
intituled, '* An Act for preventing certain Instrumeats 
being requhed from Ships belonging to the United States af 
America, and to give to his Majesty, for a limited time^ cetw 
tain powers, for the better carrying on Trade and Comnmea 
between the Subjects of his Majesty's Dominions amd tha 
Inhabitants of the said United ^States," it is among othev 
things enacted that during the continuance of the said act, it 
sbail and may be iawful for his majes^f in council, by order 
or orders to be issued and published from time lo tine, to 
fp^e such directions, and io make audi rtgidatioaft with 
respect to duties, drawbacks or oAerwise, for canrying on the 
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trade >aBd •commerce between the people and tenrftofieB W 
loaging to the criewn of Great Britain, and the people aai 
territories of the said United States, as to his nr iaj eai f 
in council shall appear most expedient and iaiutarjr; mj 
law, usage Or custom to the contrary notwithstanding ; tm 
majesty doth, therefore^ by and with^die advice of his prftf 
council, hereby order and direct, that any oil or any- un- 
manufactured goods or merchandizes, being the growth or 
production of any of the territories of the said United Sti^tm 
of America,, nay (until further order) be imported directly 
from thence into any of the ports of this kingdom, either ia 
British or American ships, by British subjects, or by any of 
the people inhabiting in and belonging to the said Unitut 
States, or any of them, and such goods or merchandises 
shall and may be entered and landed in any port in this 
kingdom, upon payment of the same duties as the like sort of 
goods are or may be subject and liable to, if imported .bj 
British subjects in British ships from any British island or 
plantation in America, and no other, notwithstanding such 
goods or merchandizes, or the ships in which the same may 
be brought^ may not be accompanied with the certificates or 
other documents heretofore required by law ; and it is hereby 
fiurther ordered and directed, that there shall be the same draw- 
backs, exemptions, and bounties on merchandizes apd go^ia 
•sported from Great Britain into Ae territories of the said 
United States of America, or any of them, as are aliowod 
upon the exportation of the like goods or merchandize, lis 
any of the islands, plantations or colonies belonging to th(B 
crown of Great Britain in America ; and it is hereby &rttler 
ordered and directed, that all Amerif:an ships and vesssif 
which shall have voluntarily come into any port of Gr^ 
Britain since 20th of January^ 1789, shall be admitted to 
any euti? made, shaU be entitled^ <logeiber wiith thfl^goods 
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and mercbandiHes on board tbe same ships and vessels, to» 
tbe full benefit of this order ; and the Right HonoraUe dm^ 
Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury and tfie- 
Lfords Commissioners of the Admiralty, are to give the naoe^tf 
sary directions herein, as to them may respectively appertaifi.-' 

Wm. Fawkenek. '< 



■■ii? 

Mr. Hartley's observations and proporitiom^ leftm^ 
the American Ministers YA«r2l5f May^ VJ%S. ' 

A proposition having been offered by the Amerieaai 
ministers, for the consideration of his Britanhic Majesty's 
ministers, and of the British nation, for an entire and reciprcK< 
cal freedom of intercourse and commerce between Greaf 
Britain and the American United States, in the followmi^ 
words, viz. 

'^ That all rivers, harbors, lakes, ports and places beloognifg 
to the United States, or any of them, shall be open and free 
to the merchants and other subjects of the cro\^'n of Great 
Britain and their trading vessels, who shall be received, 
treated and protected, like the merchants and trading vessels 
of the state in which they may be, and be liable to no other 
charges or duties : 

" And reciprocally that all rivers, harbors, lakes, {KMtl, 
and places under the dominion of his Britannic Majesty, 
shall be open and free to the merchant and trading vessels 
of the said United States, and of each and every of them, 
who shall be received, treated and protected, like the mer- 
chants and trading vessels of Great Britain, and be liable to 
no other charges and duties, saving always to the cjhaitered 
companies of Great Britain, and such exclusive use aild 
trade of their respective ports ««d establiilunentSi as neidiidr 
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the Other subjects of Great Britain, or any of tb<e;«jmoaC 
favored nation participate in:'- . - ...' 

It is to be observed that this proposition implies a more 
ample' participation of British commerce than the American 
States possessed even und^ their former connexion of de? 
pendence upon Great Britain^ so aa to amount to an entire 
abolition of the British Act of Navigation with respect to 
the thirteen United States of America ; and although pro- 
ceeding on thdir part from die most conciliatory and liberal 
principles of amity and .reciprocity, nevertheless it comes 
from them as newly established states, and who, in conse- 
quence of their former condition of dependence, have never 
yet had any established system of national commercial laws, 
or of commercial counexions by treaties with otlier nations, 
free and unembarrassed of many weighty considerations, 
which require the most scrupulous attention and investigation 
on the part of Great Britain , whose ancient system of 
national and commercial policy is tlms suddenly called upon 
to take a new principle for its foundation, and. whose com- 
mercial engagements with other ancient States may be most 
materially affected thereby. For the purpose therefore of 
giving sufficient time for the consideration and discussion of 
so important a proposition, respecting the present established 
system of the commercial policy and laws of Great Britain, 
and their subsisting commercial engagements with sovereign 
powers, it is proposed that a temporary intercourse of com- 
merce shall be established between Great Britain and the 
American States, previously to the conclusion of any final 
and perpetual compact. In this intervening period,? as the 
strict line and measure of reciprocity from various circum- 
stances cannot be absolutely and completely adhered to, it 
may be agreed that. the commerce between the two countries 
shall revive, as nearly at can. be upon the «ame footing- and 
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terms as formerly subsisted between them ; provided alwsjttt 
that no concession on either side, in the proposed temppiwf 
convention, shali be argued hereafter in support of any futniiB 
demand or claim. In the mean time the proposition above 
stated msy be transmitted to Liondon^ requesting (nilii^hia 
miyesty's consent) that it may be laid before pariiamcntrfor 
their consideration. .* v 

It is proposed therefore, that the unmanufactured prodaM 
of the United States should be admitted into Great niilwai 
without any other duties (those imposed diiring the war «i^ 
ccpted) than those to which they were formerly liable. Aa4 
it is expected in return that the produce and manufacturea td 
Great Britain should be admitted into the United Statea ia 
like manner. 

If there should appear any want of reciprocity in this pro^ 
posal, upon the grounds of asking admission for Britiali 
manufactures into America, while no such indulgence m 
given to American manufactures in Great Britain ; theanawir 
is obvious^ that the admission of British manufactures into 
America is an object of great importance, and equaUy fsras^ 
ductive of advantage to both countries ; while, on the olbat 
Land, the introduction of American manufactures into Great 
Britain can be of no ser\'ice to either, and may be pioduot 
tive of innumerable frauds^ by enabling persons so diyoiQd# 
to pass foreign European goods, either prohibited or liable to 
great duties by the British laws, for American manufaoturaau 

With regard to the West Indies, there is no objection to 
the most free intercourse between tliem and the Unitad 
States. The only restriction proposed to be laid upon that 
intercourse, is prohibiting American ships carrying to tbose 
colonies any other merchandize than the produce of iheir 
own country. The same observation may be made upon tliia 
restriction as upon the fwuer. it is not mciiii to affect ttid 
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interest of the United States ; but it is his^hly necessary, Jest 
foreign ships should make use of the American flag to cart^ 
ou a trade with the British West Indian Islands. 

ft is also proposed upon the same principle to restrain this 
ships that may trade to Great Britain from America, froi^ 
bringing foreign merchandise into Great Britain : the ne^esaiQ^ 
of this restriction is likewise evident, unless Great Brltaft 
meant to give up her whole navigation act. There- iir no 
necessity of any simiiar restrictions on the part of the Atitei^ 
can States^ those states not haviug as yet any Acts of Nati^ 
gation. 

Proposed Agreement. 

Whereas it is highly necessary that an intercourse 
oi trade and commerce should be opened between the peo))Ie 
and territories belonging to the crown of Great Britain and 
the people and territories of the United States of America ! 
And whereas it is highly expedient that the intercourse be^ 
tween Great Britain and the said United States should be 
established on the most enlarged principles of reciprocal 
benefit to both countries ; but, from the distance between 
Great Britain and America^ it must be a considerable time 
before any convention or treaty for establishing and regu- 
lating the trade and intercourse between Great Britain and the 
said United States of America^ upon a permanent foundation, 
can be concluded : Now, for the purpose of making a tern* 
porary regulation of the commerce and intercourse between 
Great Britain and the said United States of America, it i^ 
agreed that all citizens of the United States of America shall 
be permitted to import into, and export from any part of his 
Britannic Majesty's dominions, in American ships, any goods, 
wares, and merchandise, which have been so imported or ex«» 
by the inhabitants of the British Americas coloniea, before 
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the conHiicncemeut of the war, upon payment of the same' 
duties and ch^^rges, as the like sort of goodi> or merchandiiBfi 
arc no>v or may be subject and liable to^ if imported bjTi 
British subjects^ in British ships^ from any British island or 
plantation in America; and that all the subjects of.Jiis 
Britannic Majesty shall be permitted to import from any part 
of the territories of the thirteen United States of America* - 
in British ships^ any goods, wares and merchandise whicfa^ 
might have been so imported or exported by the subjecU ojf 
his Britannic Majesty, before the commencement of the wai^ 
upon payment of the same duties and charges, as the like 
sort of goods, wares, and merchandises are now, or may be 
subject and liable to, if imported in American ships by an; 
of the citizens of the United States of America. 

This agreement to continue in force until . . • • ^ 
Provided always, that nothing contained in this agreement 
shall at any time hereafter be argued on either side in support 
of any future demand or claim. 



Mr. Temple Franklin to D. Hartley, Esq. , 

.■.' . • 
Sir, Paris, May 21, 1783, , 

The American ministers direct me to preMtit'7611 
their compliments, and to desire to be informed^ whether the 
proposition you made them this evening is such at you can 
agree to and subscribe^ without further instructions or in- 
formation from your court ? ' I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

W. T. Franklin. 

* This was verbally answered in the negative. See Letter of the 
American Commissioners to the President of Congress of Sept. 10, 
1T83, p. 398. 



»■ » 
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To THE Commissioners Plenipotentiary of the 

United States, 8cc, 

Dover, Tuesday morning, 4 o^clock, 
Gentlemen, lOth June, 1783. 

'lliis moment landed ;— as a boat is going over 
to Calais, the inclosed proclamation may possibly arriVe 
new to you. To me it wears the aspect of one part of 'i 
commercial treaty. I shall not wonder should I see ouV 
friend D. Hartley in London this week. I purpose lodgmg 
there to-night. There and' everywhere I shall be, as I am> 
your faitliful however feeble aid, and obedient servant, 

Henry Laurens. 

• 

At the Court at St. Jameses, the 6tk of June, 1783. 

K Present — the Kitig's most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas by an Act of Parliament passed this 
Session, intituled, ." An Act for preventing certain instru- 
ments from being required from ships belonging to the 
United States of America, and to give to his Majesty, for 
a limited time, certain powers for the better carrying on 
trade and comnierce. between the subjects of ^his Majesty's 
dominions and^ihe inhabitants of the said United States," it 
is, among other things, enacted, that during the cootinuance 
of the said Act, it shall and n^y be lawful for his Majesty 
in Couucil, by order or orders to be issued and published 
from time to time, to give such directions and to make such 
regulations with respect to duties, drawbacks, or otherwise, 
for carrying on the trade and commerce between the people 
and territories belonging to the crown of Great Britain, an4 
the people and territories of the said United States^ as to bis 
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Majesty in Council shall appear most expedient and salutaiy, 
any law, usage, or custom, to the contrary notwidistandiiig^ 
His Majesty doth therefore, by and with the advice of him 
privy council, hereby order and direct, that pitch, tar^ tui^ 
pentine^ indigo, masts, yards, and boM'spritSy being- tli6 
growth or production of any of the United States of 
America, may (until further order) be imported directly from 
thenqe into any poits of this kingdom, either in Bri^il^ JMT 
American ships, by British subjects, or by any of the pc^flfilf 
inhabiting in and belonging to the said Uiuted States, or aof 
of them ; add that the articles above recited shall aod inj 
be entered and landed in any port of this kingdom iipp 
payment of the same duties, as the same are or may be sufi- 
ject and liable to, if imported by British subjects in British 
ships from any British island or plantation in America, and 
no other, notwithstanding such pitch, tar, turpentine, indigo^ 
masts, yards> and bowsprits, or the ships in which the Mine 
may be brought, may not be accompanied with the certifi- 
cates or other documents heretofore required by law ; and 
his Majesty is hereby further pleased, by and with the adviee 
aforesaid^ to order and direct that any tobacco, beings the 
growth ' or production of any of the territories of the nud 
TJnite'd States of America, may likewise (until further brd^r) 
be imported directly firom thence, in manner above-mentioned, 
and may be landed in this kingdom, and, upon the impprter 
paying down in ready money the duty commonly called tba 
Old Subsidy, such tobacco may be warehoused imder his 
Majesty's locks, upon the importer's own'bond, for payment, 
of all the farther duties due for such tobacco, within the 
time limited by law, according to the net weight and quantity 
ef such tobacco, at the time it shall be so landed, with tlie 
same allowances for the payment, or such farther idoifies, and^^ 
uiidcr die like restrictions and regnlationa in all olfaer resppeta^ 
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not altered by this order, as such tobacco is and may be\tftire- 
housed by virtue of any act or acts of parliament in force.—* 
And the right honorable the lords commissioners of his ma- 
jesty's treasury, and the lords commissioners of the admiralty^ 
ate to give the necessary dn^ctions herein, as to theih niay 
rtspettiVely appertain. Stepk. COttiI'kl. 

D. Hartley, Es^. to the Amertoan Miwi^^rtsr. 

Gentlemen, Paris, June 14, 178^. 

Permit me to address the enclosed menK>- 
rial to your excellencies, and to explain to you my reasons for 
so doing. It is because many consequences, now at great 
distance, and unforeseen by us, may arise between our two 
countries, perhaps from very minute and incidental trans- 
actions, which in the beginning may be imperceptible and 
unsuspected as to their future ieffects. Our respective terri- 
tories are in vicinity, and therefore we must be inseparable. 
Great Britain, with the British power in America, is the cfity 
nation with whom by absolute necessity you must have the 
most intimate concerns, either of friendship or hostilitj^. Alt 
other nations are SOOO miles distant from you. You nday 
have political connexions with any of these distant mitiofi^y 
but with regard to Great I^ritaln it niust be so. Poliddal 
iiltercotirse and intek-ests will obtrtide theniseiTv^ betweari Our 
twb countries, because they are the two gl-eat pow^ <fividfng 
the continent of North Anierica. ihieise miatte'rs are riot to' 
come into discussion between us now. They are of too 
much importance either to be involved or even glanced af, in 
uny present transaction. 

Let every eventual principle be kept untouched until the 
twb nations shall have recovered from the animosities of the 
yr§r. Let them have a pacific interval to considef deliblefatdj^ 
of tbdr matiud utiii cwMolbdnxUafestS, attdof tbelr d^^g^^ 

vol. IK Z 
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ments with other nations. Let u« not, tit th&outs^ of a tmn- 

porary conventioU| adopt the severe principle of redaciDg 

every transaction between the two countries to the foolii^ of 

exact reciprocity alone. Such a principle would casta gloom 

qpon conciliatory prefects. America is not reatrained fnan 

any conciliation with Great Britain by any treaty ^ilh any 

other power. The principles of conciliation would be most 

desirable between Great Britain and America ; and fcnrben^ 

ance is the road to conciliation. There are all reaaoDaUci 

appearances of conciliatory dispositiona on all sides^ wliidf 

may be perfected in time. Let us not therefore at such ai^ 

moment as this, and without the most urgent necessityi ealBJc 

blish a morose principle between us* If it were a decidodt 

point, against amity and conciliation^ it would be time eDoiigh 

to talk of partition and strict reciprocity. To presumeint, 

favor of conciliation, may help it forward ^ to presume igunet- 

it, may destroy that conciliation which might otherwiae bmm^ 

taken place. . .m : 

But in the present case there is more than reason to pnfi. 

sume conciliation. 1 think myself happy that I have it in my. 

power to assure you from authority, that it is theimdaBiaiU'; 

tal principle of the British councils to establish aaalj'tedt.' 

confidence between Great Britain and the American slntoayi 

as a succedaneum for the relation in which they iarm^f. ' 

stood one to the other. The proof of this consists notib . 

words, but in substantial facts. His Britannic majeaty baa^' 

b^en graciously pleased to send orders to his commandom kt . 

North America for the speedy and complete evacuation of ; 

all the territories of the United States. His majesty baa.. 

given orders in council on the 14th of the last month, for Ihe 

admission of American ships and cargoes into Great Biftain^ , 

and pn the 6th instant he has given further orders, permitting .4 

the importation from America^ of several arti^iBs^ which have 
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been usually ooniidered at manufactures. He has tiKywi^ 
provided for the couvenience of American merchants; who 
may wish to land tobacco in Great Britain forre-exporiuftion, 
upon the* same principle. Mr. Fox^ the secretary of stsite 
corresponding with America^ has moved for and re<*eiyedtii^ 
leave of the house of commons, (nem. con.) to bring hi a* bil)^ 
that any American merchants importing rice into Great Brt^ 
tam^^may, upon reexportation, draw back the whole diiiy 
paid on its first importation. All these circumstances pnf 
togedier, ondonbtsdly form die most indisputable -evidenced 
of the dispoiitioft which prevails in the British councils to"" 
give every iadlity to the ce-establishment of that intercourse 
which must be so beneficial to both nations. 

1 am ordered to inform you that his majesty entirely ap-- 
proves of the plan of making a temp<miry convention for tiie 
purpose of restoring immediate intercourse and commerce/ 
and more particularly for the purpose of putting off for a' 
time, the <iecision of that important question, how fiu* ih6 
British acts of navigation ought to be sacrificed to commer- 
cial considerations, drawn from the particular circumstance " 
of the present crisis ; a question which vriU require much ' 
deliberation and very much inquiry before it can be deter- 
mined. I am sure, gentlemen, you vrill see and admh the 
reasonaUeneas of onr proceeding in such a case vrith ddibe*- 
ration and discretion, more especially when these acts of 
prudence do not proceed from any motives of coolness or"^ 
reserve towards you. In tiie mean time Ae temporary con^ ' 
vention may proceed, upon principles of real and acconuno*' 
dating reciprocity. For instance, we agree to put yon upon* ' 
a more favorable footing tiian any other nation. We do liot • 
ask a rigid reciprocity for this, because we know byytmir 
preseiit snbsistmg treaties^ it is not in jont power to give it ' 
to us. .We desire only tdlitepiil iqpM -tiie footing; of btiier' 
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nations, with you, and yet we consent that you shall 1^ 
a bettie^r footing with us than any other nation. 

Thus far we must be allowed to be giving aomethiiig.ii^y^ 
than reciprocity ; and this we do, as I said before, l^Wf^mtg^ 
we are unwilling to ask what you are unable to give. Siutly 
it is not unreasonable, nor more thau from principles of n|Q^ 
procity we have a right to expect, that you should imitata i^r 
CQiiduct in this particular, and that you should abstaia ti(Qgg^ 
^kin«; things under the tide of exact and literal reci|^oca||y:, 
which, upon the consideration of our cause, you ipust kiiam. 
that we cannot give ; virtual and substantial reciproci^ wm. 
are willing to give ; literal reciprocity is impossible, as oii|Qh 
from your engngeinents as from pur system of navigation* 

If we can agree upon an article of intercourse i|nd i^opi- 
merce, in the nature of a temporary convention, on thebf^ifl. 
of the memorial uhich I had the honor of giving lately tpypm 
bearing (late IQthof May, 1783/ no time need be lost ip^^pi^ir. 
ing diis business ; but with this explanation, that although it 
is proposed that the commerce between tlie United ^tates. abd 
the, British West Indies should be free with regard to ^eir 
respective productions, yet that we are not bound to a^mit 
the importation of West Indian commodities into Greaf Biir 
tain, in American vessels^ Believe me, gentleme;n, tha^ diia 
restriction does not proceed from s^ny invidious dicjiQaitioQ 
towards the American states. It is imposed by indispcjufalfle 
prudence and necessity upon the I^ritish ministers^ ^^^^ Ui 
the present state of things, could not be justified to tl^eir.qK^ 
country to go hastily to a larger exjtent of concession. This 
point is not to be looked upon merely as commercial, but aa 
affecting fundamentally the great {political systeni of Bcitish 
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* Supppsed tq allude. to bis Ob^rvaiions and. 
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navigatidii ; and you are to consider that the prlncipfS upoA 
H'hich the whole of our proposed temporary convention 13 tb 
stand^ is^ that the commerce between the two countries Is to 
be revived; nearly upon the old footing ; but that e^cfi fiatibn 
is tb keep in its own hands the power of making such regii- 
lations respecting navigation as shall seem fit. I assure jou 
that this j^oint has been discussed by the ministers of Cffe 
British cabinet, with infinite candor, and with every possioie 
diisfyosriion of amity aiid favor towards your country ; but t£t 
inore they have inquired upon this subject, the more they are 
overborne by conviction^ that the prejudiced upon this matter 
(if that be the name these opinions deserve) are so strongs 
that such a measure as a relaxation of the act of navigatibh 
in this instance never can be taken, but upon such a full and 
solemn parliamentary inquiry as it is impossible to go into at 
this time of the year, and in this stage of the sessions. I can- 
not, therefore, gentlemen, help flattering myself, that you who 
are so well acquainted with the difficulties which must embair- 
raas an English administration in a business of this sort, will 
rather endeavor to remove them, than to increase them ; and 
I ain sure that such a plan oti your part woiild ultimately 1)6 
most conducive to your own objects. tVhen an amicable 
intercourse is once opened, and when conciliatory confidence 
comes to take place of those jealousies whicK hav6 lately sub* 
sisted, yoo may easily conceive in how different a manner ike 
whole of this matter will be considefed. I am confident tfaiit. 
this will be the cas^ ; but if it is not, the provisions 6eing only 
temporary, it will be in the power of the United States to tale 
up any hostile mode of proceeding, by restraints aiid prolii* 
bitions, 8tc. whenever they may think fit. 

I have made use above of the word prejudices in spiking 
of Ike {principles 6t \ix(S Bridslr act of navi^atibti. I hbpe'yoii 
will wic^pt that terib frcm rai, as pfbc<!edibg A ^' id c6m- 
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pliaiiee towards die future consideratimi of the poiots tiow 
between us, as to keep the question open and free for diacds^ 
sion. If Great Britain should, in any casCi throw down fh^ 
baniera of her act of navigation towards America, she ahouldi' 
be veiy secure gainst the possible case of future emmty or' 
aUiance against her. Such considerations as these leAd'tQr 
objects far beyond our present scope or powers. But I nuHi' 
still add one word more upon this article of prejudices. Sdik 
prejudtces (if they are so) are not confined to Great' Biitittt^* 
By your commercial treaty with France, article 4di, yon aW 
only entitled to an European trade with tfiat kmgdom f and 
not even by that treaty, to any direct commerce between d^^ 
West Indian islands and the ports of the American states, mtadk^ 
less to the immediate communication between theFrendl' 
islandu and the dominions of the crown of France in Eordpe. 

Every public proceeding in England since the commene^ 
ment of our present negociation, for opening intercourse and' 
commerce between our two countries, will, I am sure, sup- 
port me in saying that we have very liberally taken the lead^ 
that we have not wuted for any Rssurance of reciproci^, but 
have given orders for almost an universal - admission oC^idb- 
rican articles before we even know that any vessel ofXhtBtt 
Britain will find admission into American ports. yf]&titiib' 
we ask in return I No more than this : that whik we, grih> 
tuitously and without stipulation, give advantages and ftvoM* 
\o the American states which we deny to all oth^ natkin%'- 
they would so far justify our liberal way of proceediilg» wbW- 
receive us in the same manner as other nations, wUch wn 
foreign, and to permit us to carry to North America whalil 
evidently for their interest that we should carry thither* 

I need hardly add, that it is of infinite importance that iome 
temporary convention should be finiriied withoat-ldii'tf tisie. '* 
I hope and Inist we shall not find much oiani difkdty itt 
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this bimness. . You must see the advantage ^f an immi^iitfr' 
renewal of intercourse, and from the candor of your disposVfi. 
tions 1 am sure you must likewise be convinced, diat to gj^. 
us'some facili^ in the outset is the sure road to such an eqiiitt! 
table arrangement for the future, as you must have at hearM 
The reasons which I have given in the memorial dated ..|lMf 
first of June instant, appear to me to be cogent and convilifT^ 
cing upon the natural alliance between our two countries ;.attfl2 
when the intercourse has once b^un, every thmg will go o»^ 
in its natural road.^ It is therefore of infinite consequenc^i 
to begin that iutercourse. Great Britain, by all public pro? 
ceedings of repeals, proclamations, &c. Sec. has made the first 
advances with warmth and confidence, and therefore I con* 
elude, with the fullest assurance, that you will meet those' 
advances with cordial reciprocity. 

1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, with the greatest resplSct 
and consideration, your most obedient and humble servant, 

D. Hartley* 

•> 
MEMORIAL, JuNB 1, 1783. 

The proposition which has been made for an universal and 

unlimited reciprocity of intercourse and commerce between. 

Great Britain and the American United States, requires a very. [' 

serious eonsidenition on the part of Great Britain, for th». 

reasonf already stated in a memorial dated May 19^ 1783^ 

aud for many odier reasons, which in the future discussion of 

the proposition will appear. To the American states like*- 

wise it is a matter of the deepest importance^ not only as a • 

proposition of commercial intercourse, which is the least parfy 

but most principally as a political basis and guarantee for 

their newly established constitutions. The introductioor 4f 

Brilisb interests iiHo a coH|B»mion of intercourse will bring 

forwai^an^univeEsal giunaiilfli on the part of Gmat.BritMp^ : 
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ijx t))e future, progress of political eveots, which may jafifiDt 

die United States of America in tlieir national capacity, 'Xh^ 

pfX>positioii is fertile in future prospects to Grea.t Bfitaioj mpA 

Aqierica also may wisely see in it a ^Wd founi^tioi^ for ber-t 

a^. ■ . .X 

All circumstances are most fortunately diApQs^d betwfwi 

Q.reat Britain and the American ^tates, to Fender tbiein HfifM 

i^i^pds and allies to each otherji wit)i a higher degi^c^ dfayffi^ 

i)|}{enesf betyveen themselves than any ptl|e|p i>^ti.oi)s c«pgmii 

(end to. prance cannot interchange recip)rQcit|6«.:Pvifh, .|l||| 

American states, by reason of numberless ifnpedin^jsnW.AibW 

system of government; in her n^onopoijes^ ;ind in h^rsy^fpp 

of commerce. France has the great disability ,Q(fdi|Fe|PfSPiM: 

ill language to contend with, and die institution of ,tbe.priM||||. 

French manufactures has never at any time befietpfore JbfMI. 

trained qr adapted to American commerce. T|ie only pK^ 

cular and specific faciiity which France ever pp^fffttfed. fiff^ 

American intercourse has, for many years, been transfeired 

into the British scale by the cession of Canada to Great Br^ 

tain. The future commerce between France and Amerkli 

^ ill chiefly be regulated by such conveuiencefi as FnvBCf^ IM 

draw to herself from America, without much apti^yd^.^HI'thil 

part of France to accommodate her xnanuf^qturea 9|m| €fjl§flT- 

nierce to American demands. In short, an Ijl^t^igcl^Vg^.pf 

reciprocities between France and America would f^P ICMM( 

the stream on botli sidesj and all established habit^maiNfen^ 

language, together with principles of gov^riui)fmt vA fWlp 

mcrce^ would militate against such a syste^n. 

Conformably to this reasoi^ng it app^ara tb%t Fnmfulm- 
npt at any time entertained any systematical design pf fanpiig 
any union or consolidation of iQtej:estfl y^ith jfiv^ew^- ^bit 
took up the American cami^, as. instrument^ ^1 W* poUliMi 
Views 19 -Evfop^. Amerioi Ul^ewia^ accopd^ tlimdlwc^ 
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with France Tor her separate views, viz; for the estaUislmieni 
of her independence. The alliance dier^fore is completed aiid 
terminated, without leaving behind it any political principlii 
of the future permanent connexion between them. Octa- 
gonal circumstances produced a temporary alliance. Similaf 
circomstances may on any future occasion produce a stmilar 
event of a temporary compact. Dissimilar circumstancea^ 
iiising frooB any future political views of the court of Fraivc^ 
in Europe, may without any inconsistency of principle throw 
the power of that kingdom into a scale adverse to the future 
fanerests of the American states. In suoh case therefbre, 
where there cannot exist any permanent political connmon 
between France and America, and where the cbmmercid 
attachmi^nts can be but feeble, it would be vain to expect in 
tbe French, nation any such ally, as newly established states 
ought to look out for, to give matmity aiid firmness to dieiir 
constitutions*' 

As to Spain, every argument which has been stated respect- 
ing diversity of language, manners, government, mooojpolies, 
and system of coBunerce, from those which prevail in the 
United States of America, obtains in a superior degree^ AncI 
much more to i(dd besides ; for Spain is not only incompe* 
tent to interchange Reciprocities with the American states, but 
likeiffise hef ouin situation in Anierica will at all times render 
her extremely jealous of her ueighbors. The only activity 
which Spain has exerted in thd War, has been to procure a 
barrier against the American states, by annexing West Florida- 
to her former acquisition of New Orleans ; thereby embra- 
cing the mouth of the Mississippi, and by means of that river 
jointly with her landed possessions, establishing a strong and 
jealous boundary against any future progress of the American 
states in those parts^ Spain thereftnre cannot be looked upon 
byiha American states) a^tai suitable oMject of tbeir election to- 
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beoome a penuanent ally and friend to them. Portugal UImk 
wise labors under all the disabilities of language, maniieni 
monopoliesi government^ and system of commercdt Hm, 
national power and importance would be likewise M8uiBoie^|| 
to. constitute a strong and permanent ally to the jAmeri^M^ 
states* All these nations will undbubtedly be found to htl^ 
many commodious qualities . for participation in comMiM^i 
but the. pre-eminent faculties necessary to constitute ifirttad 
and permanent ally to the American states will be found i hfcq 
cient in them. . >. "'iniK 

Am to the Italian states, or any other powers io' the -ModiiKt 
terrauean, they are certainly not adequate to any c<nu|)etilioilf; 
of political alliance with the rising states of Ameriea^* -Timj^y 
will al^o form very commodious links aud connexions fai^Atfa 
general circuit of commerce, but beyond these considemkMI^ 
they have no share in the present question The sevenl stalatj 
of the Germanic body are in tlie same predicament*^ •^•^vHir h^ 

As to the northern powers, viz. those in the Baltie^^Aqb^ 
are not &vored either by vicinity or climate, for afrequcMMi:; 
facile intercourse of commerce with America. And^eviiri: 
respecting several material articles of commerce, jealotifitauK 
and competitions might arise. As to political alliaiices^ifaei^o 
are .no such in prospect from them to the Amerion* steteif^w 
even if there were any superfluity of force inany^f thenvj. 
beyond the necessities of their respective domestic silaislmsojii 
The extreme distance would be conclusive against aoj poMArd^ 
ble. application of such power as a political allianee htorMBvi 
to the establishment and confirmation of the Aodericaa states. H 

The only maritime state on the Qontinent of Europe remain- «r 
ing to be discussed as a competent candidate for commecoe 9f -. .. 
copnexion with America^ is the republic of the United Ne- . ? 
tbefjnnds^ .commonly called Holland. In respect leiAaiericaQ: . j 
conunensi^ dieJ^at^faRveemoiigtiiemsclviie «r«y firaUtjr*: > 
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combined; which the separate states of Europe possess dis- 
tinctively in their own concerns^ or nearly. Then' itidustiy^ 
frugality, and habits of commerce may even carry them sd 
far as to make them rivals to the Americans diemselves, M 
the transportatkm of European merchandise to America: 
These faculties of commerce would have been of inftdhS^' 
importance to the Americnn states^ if the war had contimiAHf ' 
between Great Britain and them. But upon the event bP 
peace it becomes a matter 'of the most perfect indifference to'' 
America, whether each European state navigates its owti 
commerce into the ports of America, which will be open to 
all, or whether the commercial faculties of Holland enable her 
to exceed in rivalship her European neighbors, and thereby to 
navigate European goods to America beyond the proportion* 
of her national riiare^ The faculties of a nation of earriertf = 
inay be fortunate for the marine of that nation, hot considered 
in themselves, and with respect to other nations, they are bnt 
secondaries in commerce. They give no ground of redpro* 
cities or participation. That one nation should say to anio*' 
ther, You shall navigate all our rifers, harbors, lakea, ports^- 
and places, if we may do the same in yoars^ is a propiosidaB 
of reciprocity ; but that Holland should say to America, We 
will bring European goods to you, or you may be your'owtt 
carriers, is neither concession nor reciprocity. HoBand^is' 
not a nation of rivers, harbors, lakes> ports, and places* for ' 
the distribution of goods and manufoetmres for interoalxoii* 
sumption, and therefore her reciprocities nrastbe very scanty^. 
Holland is the market-place of Europe, and the Dutch sen* 
men are the carriers appertaining to that lkHifket*place.* The 
admission of American ships to that market-plaee, freely to 
import and to export, is undoubtedly an act %t reciprocity on- 
the part of Holland, as far-as it goes, but hi no degree ado* 
quate to t^ unUmitfed^p«ct|pifHtion of American coinnefce^ 
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tkroogfaout all the rivers^ harbors, lakes, ports, and pkc^ 6f 

tbtt vast continent. The commercial reciprocities of llblliiiid 

therefore being inferior on her part towards America^ And 

next point of view, in which Holland is to be coniidered^ n 

relevant to this question, is as a nation of power, capable d^ 

baeotuing an effectual and permanent ally and guarantte 16 

the American states ; for that is the great object wftich 

America, as a wise nation, recently arisen into indep^tidMc6^ 

ought to keep in view. Holland has certainly be^ a ikklSiW 

ef great and celebrated naval force. iShe remains so still ;' tmt 

having for many years suspended her exertions of fotct, wtA 

ha^ng directed the faculties of her people into the conliMt^ 

cial line, she seems not to have atiy superfluity of forcft b^JriM^ 

the necessity of providing for her own security, attd ttfmUify 

BO such redundance of power as to extend to the prot^f^tiiNi 

of distant nations as allies, or guarantees. It appem diM^ 

fore, upon the whole of this argument, that Holland, Afbbiif/lk 

a cooraiercial nation, cannot even interchange CforainertilA 

reciprocities with America, upon an equal footihg, tind mt 

her faculties of force ate inadequate to those which AmenM 

ought to expect in the permanent allies aAd guaranf^ea of 6^ 

cotAitiy^ 

•llie independence of the American states being establi^i^df^ 
their first consideration ought to be, to deterHiine with nflM 
friendships and alliances they will enter into the new yfoM 
of nations. They will look round them, and cast about f^ 
some natural, permanent, and powerful ally, with whotffr 
they may interchange all cementing reciprocities, both coin^ 
mercial and political. If such an ally be to be found (MPf 
where for them, it is still in Greait Britain ; at least it ii tW^ 
tain diat, in looking round Europe, no other is lo be fomlkl* 
lliere is no inherent impossibility to prevent suelt a <k>eriexio» 
from taking place ; it mmt depeod upon the fiMi-nriD and eoof • 
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mon interest of the parties. There are all possible faculties 
on both sides to give and to receive all adequate and benefi- 
cial reciprocities^ which are practicable, and more likely to be 
permanent between independent parties^ than between two 
parties of which one is dependent on the other. Great Bri- 
tain is uncioubtedly the first of European nations in rifibwi 
cre4it> facultiesi industry^ commerce, mano&ctuiiea> uite^nMli 
consiunption and foreign export, together with civil )tbei|yy 
wliiph is the source of all, and naval power, which i» th^ 
supp<^ of all. The dominions, appertaining to theciiown Ckf 
Great Britain are large and fertile, its colonies still efttennv** 
and in close vicinity to the American states; Gbreat- Britain- 
being an American as well as an European povver> and ail (ler 
empire connected by her naval force. 

Tho; t^rritorie».of the American states, from (ho Allan^ 
oceagis to the: Mississippi, contain an inexhaustible sour-eie q( 
richer industry, and future power. These will b& th% fouiK 
dption of great events in the new page of life. Infiqite- good 
or infinite; evil m^y arise, according to. the principles upm 
which the intercourse between Great Britain, and Amwitil 
shall be arranged in its foundatioQ. Great Britain and Ame- 
rica n^ust be still inseparable, either as friends or foes. This 
is an- awful and important truth. , These afe consideralioRs 
not to be thought of slightly, not to be prejudged in pnssios^ 
nor the arrangements of them to be hastily- foreclosed. Timt 
given for consideration, may have excellent effects on both 
.sides, llie pause of peace, with friendly intercourse^ return- 
ing affection and dispassionate inquiry, can alone-dcpide^thesv 
important events, or do justice tq the anxious expectations of 
Great Britain and America. 
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Henry Laurens, Esq. to the American Minu«. 

* ■ ■ ' * • 

TERs Plenipotentiary. .. ., 

Gentlemen, London^ June 17> 1783. 

I had the honor of addressing yon the lOA, 
immediately after my landing at Dover. As early as possiUe 
after my arrival here I obtained an interview with Mr. Seere^ 
tary Fox, who was pleased to read to me part of his latest- 
dispatches to Mr. Hartley, which he supposed would neiMi 
Paris on the 14th ; 'tis probable, tberefo|[ey that before dib 
time as much of the contents as is proper for jouc }EDiom}fdfp^ 
has been.communicated. ...-> ^x 

. '' Reciprocity" since the lOtb of April has undefVOM •» 
certain degree of refinement ; the definition of that teno ^in/ 
pears now to be possession of advantages on one side, ««idj( 
restrictions on the other. The Navq;ation Act ts the^vild<lif)> 

Gj^t Britain '^ too delicate to bear a touch." Ther anddcnrs 

■ ■ . , »- 

a^d uqexpected^ perhaps illidt arrival of ships aiMl^^aifiMlq 
firpm^ America, may have caused this chaise of tope.^:JSflfti«> 
you have heard in detail, and are more competent toju^,-^;:^fj 

From, a desire of forming an opinion, I asked Mrr.FM»ii 
whe|fa^ he thought I might venture for a few days to ^^9^11)2 
benefit .of Bath, and yet be in time enough at Psn^.-for^^c^iHB^:! 
tended commercial agreement? He replied, '^ I rathei^t|||fc,w 
you may." One need not be a conjurer to draw aDipfei^ewiiij^ 
you, will either have finished the business before I conkllc^.n^ 
, vel to Paris^ or without being missed there, I may go tq .3A!4f?g 
and repair my nerves. . ,^^y^ 

In this state of uncertainty, when 'tis easy to pefceive affi^.,s 
tions are not as we could wish them, nor quite so warm as pe^ ~ - 
had been taught to believe, it would not be wise to commit 
the United States, wherefore I shall rest the business till I hear 
from you, or until a more favorable prospect, flattering my- 
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self with hopes of your surmounting the late seeming difBcul- 
ties; an inconvenience on your side is preferable to the 
hazard of a disgrace. 

I am Mrith great regard and respect, &c. 

H. Laurens. 






Henry Laurrns, Esq. to thb American Mini's^* 

llERS. • • / 

Gentlemen, London, June 20, 178S. '„ 

Permit me to refer to what I bad the honor of 
writing t6 yoa the 17th. You will recollect my 8ugges&>ns, 
as soon as we perceived the falling off from those warm assur* 
ances which had been pressed in March and April — they 
were not ill founded ; I delayed a week in hop^ of intelli- 
gence, and left you with reluctance ; the temper of the times 
forbids even an essay. What a happy country is this, wh^i^' 
every thing pertaining to the public, is rendered to them ih 
public newspapers ! see the enclosed, containing nearly as 
accurate an account of certain recent occurrences, as if it hiid 
been penned by one of the parties. It might indeed haye 
been mfade a little stronger. Modest men are sometimes re- 
straint from attempting a public good, from a dread of the 
effects of envy, of being held up in an invidious light. If 
wontd be cmel to disturb them. 1 have learded nothing from 
America, save what you may have read in the prints.' To- 
morrow I shall proceed to Bath, and be wsuting for intelli- 
gent as well from yourselves as from Congress. Some con- 
solation arises from reflecting that while I am endeavoring to 
mend my health, you suffer no inconvenience from my ab- 
sence. Widi sincere r^rd and respect, f have the honor 
to be. 

Gentlemen, ^our obedient and most humble servant, " 

URNRT LAt)R£]^S. 



: - •-■* 
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Mr. Hartley's Six Propositions. 

1. That lands belonging to persoas of any description 
which have not actually been sold, shall be restored to the 
old possessors without price. 

2. That an equal and free jparticipation of the different 
canning places, and the na^gation of all the lakes and rivers 
of that country, through which die water line of dmsion 
passes betweem Canada and the United States, shall be en^ 
joyed fully and uninterruptedly by both parties. 

S. That in any such places within the boundaries assigned'' 
generally (o the American States, as are adjoining to the' 
water line of division, and which are not specifically uadlsf 
the dommion of any one State, all persons at present resi-' ' 
dent, or havuig possessions or occupations as merchants or 
otherwise, may remain in peaceabl-e enjoyment of all' civfl ' 
rights and in pursuit of their respective occupations. • 

4* That in all such places adjoining to the water line of 
division, as may be under the specific dominion of any par- 
ticular State, all persons at present resident or having posses- 
sions or occupations as merchants or otherwise, may r em a in 
in the peaceable enjoyment of all civil rights, and in puniuit ' 
of their occupations, until they shall receive notice of re- '' 
moral from the state to which any such place may appertain, - 
and that upon any such notice of removal, a term of thrM* 
years shall be allowed for selling or withdrawing their valuable 
effects, and for settling their affairs. 

5. That his Britannic Majesty's forces not exceeding*. . • - 
in number may continue in the |>orts now occupied by diem 
contiguous to the water line, for the term of three y^rs, for 
the purpose of securing the lives, property and peace of any 
persons settled in that country, against the invasion or ravages 



of Uie neigbbourihg Indmn nations wbb may be susptected of 
retaining resentments in consequence of the late wah ' 

6. TK^t no tai ol- infpost ^Iftitsoevidr sfa^ll be laid on any 
artitfe^ 6f cbobmerce pafssing or repassing through the country, 
hdt that fiiie t^de maiy be left erAirely optlft For Oie benefit of 
all parties iftteh^ted therriA. 

« 

Answers to Ma, HAttTLEY's $ii Proportions for- the 

To the lit. lllii mMit ftis beeii 4lrtedy rdguUted in tH^t 
oth and 6th articles of thi& ^roviiliobal iteiltj to the utmbit 
extent of oQf p6WeH : th€» r^t A^ust bid I^ft 16 t!b6 ieveM 
States. 

^. All the lakeS; rivers and waters divided by the boundary 
line or lines, between the United States and his Britannic 
Majesty's tehntori^s, shall be freely used and navigaleci by 
both parties duriiig the whole extent of such (iivision. , Regu« 
ratiofis concehirng roads/ carrying places and any lanci cdiii- 
municationj behVeen said waters, whether within the line o^ 
the tJnited States or raat'-bf hit Majesty, together with the 
navigation of all waters and rivers in America belonging to 
either parfy, iriay be made m a negociatidn of a treaty of 



commerce. 



$. T&at in alt pfaceis Delonging to the Uniteo States in the 
couiltry, iicjfjoiniujg to iiie waier tine of divisioii, and w^udi 
cfuring the war were iii his Majesty's possession, all persons at 
present residenlt, or having possessions or occupatidns^ as 
merchants or otnerwisei may remain in the peaceable enj|by- 
menl 6{ all civil rights, and in pursuit or their occiipatioos 
until they shall receive notice of removal from Coo^ress^ or 
(he state to which $ny sti<^ place may appertain, and tliat 
upon any such notice of rtnioval, a t^nn of two years shall 

"Vol. ii. £ A 
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be allowed for selling or withdrawing their effecti and far 
settling theic. affairs. » 

4. That his Britannic Majesty's forces not exceeding 
• .... in numberi may co:!tinue in the poste now qcp 
cupied by them, contiguous to the water line, until CqngMM 
shall give notice to evacuate the said posts ; and garrisoqii of 
their own shall arrive at said posts for the purpose of securiiig 
the lives, property and peace of any persons settled darAat 
country, against the invasion or ravages of the neighbouring 
Indian nations, who may be suspected of retaining reaent- 
ments in consequence of the late war. 

5% The consideration of this proposition may be left to the 
treaty of commerce. 

To Henry Ladrens, Esq. 

Dear Sir, Passy, July 6, 1783. 

We have heea honored with several of your lettera, 
and we have talked of writing to you, but it has been dekjeda 
I will therefore write a few lines in my private capacity. . 

Our negociations go on slowly, every proposition bang 
sent to England, and answers not returning very speedily^ 

Captain Barney arrived here last Wednesday, and broaght 
dispatches for us as late as the first of June. The preliminaiy 
articles are ratified. But General Carleton, in violatioii of 
those articles, has sent away a great number of negroes^ at 
ledgiDg that freedom having been promised them by a prodft* 
quatipn, the honor of the nation was concerned, 8cc. ProbaUj 
another reason may be, that if they had been restored to their 
masters, Britain could not have hoped any thing from such 
another proclamation hereafter. 

Mr. Hartley called yesterday to tell us, that he had receifed 
a letter from. Mr. Fox, assuring him that .our suqNcioiia of 
affected delays or change of system on their side men ground- 
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less} and that they were sincerely desirous to finish M^foon 
as possible. If this be so, and your health will pernril the 
journey^ I eotild wibh your return as soon as possible.- I want 
you here on many accounts, and should be glad of your 
assistance in considering and answering our' puJilic letters* 
There are matters in them of which I canfiot convenient 
give you an account at present. v:i. 

• Nothing could be more seasonable than success in the pro» 
jectyou proposed; but we-have now very little expectatio»* ; 
Please to give my love to' your valuable and amiable- toi 
and daughter, and believe me with sincere esteem, &c« ' ^ 

b, fvanklin. 

From the Amebican Ministers, to D. Habtlby, 

£s8. 

Sir, Passy, July 17, ITSa 

We have the honor toinfonn you- that we have just 
received from Congress their ratification in due fornf, of tbt 
provisional articles -of the SQth Nov. 1782, and we are reftdy 
to exchange ratifications with his Britannic Majesty's minis- 
ters as soon as may be. > it^ 

By the same articles it is stipulated, that his Britannic 
Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and without causing 
any destruction or carryhng away any negroes Or other pro^ 
perty of the American inhabitants^ vrithdraw all his' armies^ 
garrisons and fleets from the United States, and from every 
post, place and harbour within the same. But by intelligence 
lately received from America, and by the enclosed copies of 
letters and conferences between General Washington and Sir 
Guy Carleton, it appears that a considerable number of ne- 
groes belonging to the citizens of the United Stales, have been 
carried off from New York, contrary to the eKpress stipulation . 
contained in*tbe said article* We hate received fromCon^ 



378 PElV^rTB CO|tmSSP0NP9NCE f ABT itu 

^ »\ . ■ ■ • ... • If, ■• 

.gre98 their inttructioui to repreflent this matter to jou,. aad to 
request that speedy and effectual measures be taken U> repder 
that justice 'to the parties interested^ which the trui^ ifitent aiM^ 
meaning of the iirticle ia question plainly dictates. 

We are alao instructed to represent to you, thai mfo^j of 
iEe British debtors in Americil have in the course of tfao war 
sustained such considerable and heavy losses by the operation 
of the British arms in that country, that a great nuBihiir of 
them have been rendered incapable of immediately satiifpiig 
those debts. We refer it to die justice and equity oif Great 
Britain, so far to amend the article on that subject, as that 
no execution shall be issued on a judgment to be obtained in 
any such case, but after the expiration of three years from the 
date of the definitive treaty of peace. Congress also tkiidL it 
reasonable that such part of the interest which may have ac« 
crued on such debts during the war shall not be payable, be- 
cause all iRtercoarse between the two countries, bad, duriiig 
that period, become impracticable as well as improper ; it 
does not appear just that individuals ia America shouM flay 
ibr clelays in payment which were occasioned by the civil and 
miFitary measures of Great firitun* In our opinion the kifr 
ijBTent of the creators as well as the debtors, requiier tjhat 
some tenderness be shewn to the latter, and that thejf slntpdcF 
be allowed a little time to acquire the means of disdnuging 
debts, which in many instgnces exceed the whole amoo^t of 
their property^ 

A& it is necessavy to ascertain an epooha for die leititudoM 
and evacuations to be made, we propose that it be agreed^ 
diat his Britawiic Majesty shall cause to be evacaated the 
poets of New York, Penobscot and theiii dependencies^ fritH 
all other posts- and places in possession of his Majiesty'a snns^ 
vrithia tbe^Umt^d States, in ibe spaoo of three moatlk afkar 
the signature of the definitive treaty, or aooMr if p o es iM i ^ 
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ekcetotiftg Atst potts cohiigtiba^ to ihe water fiM ftlentioned 
in tbe Ml ftopositlbn, tM iho^t sball b« ^racoated, Wh«iii 
Codgresa sftill give ih6 notice tfaerdn meiifioMd. 

\Ve do cursives the hdti6t 6f making these cothi&atuca- 
tioifS to jott| Sir, that you mtj ttahsihit thett and the papers 
ai^^ontpaifeTing ihetA to ytut court, and inform us of their 
answef. 

We have the honor iff be. Sir, Jtmi titdit obedient anil 

niort hufubl^ s^rrants, 

.' ■■■■■■ ^ 

John Adaiis. 

*■.■>-'■.•■ 

B. Faai^xlin. 

, ■ ■> •..,--■» .- , 

JoHW,jAy, 

To H. R. LiviAestoir, Esq. 
'StUtj Jufy, 1783. 

We have had' the honor of receiving by Captain 
Bartiey yoiir two letters of the 23 th of March anlcC Slst of 
April, with the papers refe^ed to hi them. 

We are happy to fii^d- that t(e provisional artides have 
been"ai)pk^ved and ratified by Congress^ antf ^^ re^iC tirait 

the iuanner in which that business was condiicted, does not 

■ 

coincide with your idieai^ of propriety. We are persuaded 
however that this' is prindpally owing to your being neces^ 
Sl^iy itiiiequainfed wtlh' a number of ciireuiiistaiices, knowfi 
fo' ifll'Who Were oii the rfpot, and which will be particularly 
CTcplained tb you hereafter, and we trust to yotir satisfaction, 
and that of the Corigresi. 

Y(^ur doubts respecting the separate article we think arib 
rapable of being removed, but as a full statement of the rea- 

■ 4 'I 

8ons and drcfnmstances which prt>mpted that measfure would 
be very proHir, vi^ sliall content Oiirsetves Mrith giving you the 
geii^al outlined. 
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Mr. Oswald was desirous to cover as much of the eaatero 
8hore«« cif thf Mississippi with British claims as possible, and 
for ihis purpose we were toh) a great deal about the ancient 
bounds of Canada and Louisiana, 8u:. &c. 8ic. the British 
court mIio had probably not yet adopted the idea of relin- 
quisliini: the Floridas, seemed desirous of annexing as much 
territory td them as possible, even up to the mouth of die 
Ohio. Mr. Oswald adhered strongly to that object, as well 
to render the British countries there of sufficient extent to be 
(as he expressed it) worth keeping and protecting ; ai to afford 
a convenient retreat to the Tories, for whom it would be dif- 
ficult otherwise to provide. And among other arguments he 
finally urged his being willing to yield to our demands to the 
cast, north and west, as a further reason for our gratifying him 
on the point in question. He also produced the commiision 
of Governor Johnson extending the bounds of his government 
of W. Fluiida up to the river Yassous, and contended for 
that extent as a matter of right upon various principles ; 
which however we did not admit ; the king not being autho- 
rized in our opinion to extend or contract the bounds of the 
colonies at pleasure. 

We were of opinion that the country in contest wrb of great 
value^ both un account of its natural fertility and of its posi- 
tion ; it being in our opinion the interest of America' to ex- 
tend as far down towards the mouth of the Mississippi as she 
possibly could. We also thought it advisable to impress Bri* 
tain with a strong sense of the importance of the navigation of 
tliat river, to their future commerce on the interior waters 
from the mouth of the St. Laurence to that of the Missis- 
sippi ; and thereby render that court averse to any stipula- 
tions with Spain to relinquish it. These two objects mili- 
tated against each other ; because to enhance the value of the 
navigation was also to enhance the value of the countries con- 
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tiguous to it, and thereby disincline Britain to the dereliclion 
of them. We thought therefore that the surest way to rciicmi- 
cile and obtain both objects would be by a composition bene- 
ficial to both parties. We therefore proposed that Britain 
should withdraw her pretensions to all the country above the 
Yassous ; and that we would cede all below it to her in case 
she should have the Floridas at the end of the war ; and at ^1 
events that she should have a right to navigate the river 
throughout its whole extent. This proposition was accepted^ 
and we agreed to insert the contingent part of it in a separate 
article, for the express purpose of keeping it secret for the 
present.' That article ought not therefore to be considered a& 
a mere matter of fevor to Britain, but as the result of a bar- 
gain in which that article was a *^ quid pro quo." 

It was in our opinion both necessary and justifiable to keep 
this article secret. The negociations between Spain, France 
and Britain were then in full vigor, and embarrassed by a va- 
riety of clashing demands. The publication of this article 
would have irritated Spain, and retarded, if not have pre- 
vented, her coming to an agreement with Britain. 

Had we mentioned it to the French minister, he must have 
not only informed Spain of it, but also been obliged to act a 
part respecting it that would probably have been disagreeable 
to America; and he certainly has reason to rejoice that our 
silence saved him that delicate and disagreeable task. 

This was an article in which France had not the smallest 
interest, nor is there any thing in her treaty with us, that 
restrains us from making what bargain we pleased with Bri* 
tain about those or any other lands, without rendering account 
of such transaction to her or any other power whatever* The 
tame observation applies with still greater force to Spain, 
and neither justice nor honor forbid us to dispose as we 
pleased of our own lands, without her knowledge or consent. 
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and this coart was als0| ^% tbat very tiiue^ qoodiffig^m^ 
nijifirsuv. of tbqsa pretepsipps^ Iv t>. pfippoMd ooqpiiimoior i^ 
^ 9plH(iog 4ie differepcc^ ^^ppotm . therefore, vv^c lii|* 
q%recl this ^rsfit to Spi^n in CEif)^' 9hs»: reteiqed the -Et^ffijlBBi 
^}^d we even baiHe had ^aj^lMi fq^ itior, wqmM i(k%p^ 
i^^tcd the chagrin, nhe exp^ienced %i9.bdiPg djMilWI^aiftMt 
ia her extravagaat and ixjaprop^r d^tigpiL w Uwt li^jfelir 
county? — we thiKk not ^ j: a- r^vr^^i 

\jfc pfjrfecily coppur with ya^ ;ia aeotiiBent^ vkylilliitl 
^ipne^tjf u the bes^ policy;" but, until it be ahesftt ifayliwa 
have trespassqd on th,e rights of any iuap» or any ho^J ^^HM 
yoi^ muf t e^i^cuae our thiokioj{ that thi^ reiqark^a^ ^fifAl^t^ 
our proceedings, was unnecessary* .1. »\»».ij 

Slvould any explanations, e^b^. witfai Fjancf^^Qf :Siltkb 
}/lpQ9fne necessary on this siibject, we. hppe.ainijl faqJiaM 4^ 
meet with no ernbacra^^ngu^ots^ We sh^U^ Q^Mlier MtM^ 
them, nor perplex ouraeWe?, with. oateosiMrB aodr Aimsl Wr 
<iu/IP8 ;i .bu| tell tlKem plainly, that as it was; nob mk dil|j[ to 
gjv^ 4i^fft the iitfoiokaiion, we coosidered Q«iraatf.eri at^l itoii ' 
V^ Mfi^ojid it ; and: wa iihaH reoii»i the FfeatdaiWUlt^^ 
tiK^t^hfLha^ ipore.reasoa to be pleaMd than ^fopbaaa^ >wiik 
our silence. Since we have assuQ^ a placft lA thi. ppliliaift 

^AV^m of the worMf let.Ms mw^ ikf^ Kipiamm ^ Mfitte 

a spcQikdaiCy phwat, ... ju 

We are p^ai^d^, sir^ Mi^.y/9^r rtii(Mirkii<w^ibeM.aiihft 
jfiQts r^ult^ £[Qp[} r(ta};opJRigo, and waise madiB wtb^omto 
^d si^p^gty. Tb^.b^meA willow otu^fti. oi Hm Imd 
iu,d}t^imii lights, eveijL ^hep steading 01^ tb« sameivgioflHii; 
audit ij^ua>u» Ue wonderodaty that we, wbo aM.M-tbe 
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«pii,. and JttlM^ iri^ tvilPlHtion |HI«^ 
sQ^ maqr porta ^it j|i a •troBger pMii i>r lighrttoiffipW«kib 
at a diiiaocey who cm only view it tbiougb tlK Aii tiMiWiiiii 
4^f lepireseDtityMN '^'■- ^"•- 

It voukl cm w gnnrt paiii if «n7 Ibliig* W^ fi^ 
iNTfiow wiitff, «9ip««tii0g 1U^ c<Mirtv tlN^ te MMkild W 
uiipeaeli.tbe'firieQd«hip^ iIm^ ki«g^:tt^^ "" 

aha believe ihu the mioirter le «o Ar otut 
posed 99 far t<^ do ua good- oflloetb <» i«ay t«vi<^p«^d'Vfi]&'j^ 
and be dic^led hy, \m Bf$$m of polipy for {^^cModA^'tU^ 
poweri richfSy and glory of France* G(Hl forbid -tKM'Hvvr 
$)io||ld ^e^ «P!fri4e§ oar fiMt)i> our gratttode^ or oin hdiior, 
to any considwratioafk of copveni^oe ; and may be aJao faiu 
bid dial we 4Ki«ld ever b^ unmiadfal. of t^o dignity atid in^ 
ikpendent spirit wUch ihoiild ahfiQit <)bwi|c(eiM<f n ftiee add 
ge^rouft. people. 

Wc.Bball k^inc^fitely propose aa mrif^ to be ioieited in 
tb^ c^e^fi^vt lre<^» for postponing ihe payn^mof BtHA 
debtfk for dw tifno men^ned by ooogrtn^ 

Tlipi)9»af%jpa.fbobt,. oectaiii aa^ago^ 
b^r.itisaol tp^ be wonder^ ^ wben it ie cowuctei^ ^fMr 
exceiidifilgty aiienie> Bric«w W8» to expreMona ^bidir'«tiiiit 
cidy wounded die lories, and hoW disindinad w»t ^were to 
^sf> t^ffk§f*0ti»¥M ^oimt ift ^bi o H rte atipalafioasrid their 
fimm* ) »■■: .- — ■.:•■-' ■■■■ >•' '' ■•' -^ '•■-^■ 

iiTJb^ v«^4 for tBSlomg Mtb propecAjb of fiat BtUkU 
iulijefitfi, were woU understood and explained betwocn as, 
Wl^ tO' iMan » €01npiiebandf Afberioan sefagees; Mi!. 
Oswald and Mr. Fitzherberfc kmm 'thiiii lo* hiave been. Bib 
casf^ acid wiU: twidilflr confesa aaA' adtoiit^ it Tbia modb of 
^^Hpreii^n wim pseftfredb^i tlMiii as a hiose ddioate mode 
of a^ioluding tboas} r^jEHeftfi^ anA q6 fmUuiij^ a proper' das^ 
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tinction. between them and the subjects of Britab/ whoife 
only particular intesrest in America consitted in holding lands 
or property there. 

The 6th article, viz. where it declares that no future roir- 
JUcatiom Ak^iW be made, 8lc. ought to have fixed the lime 
with greater accuracy. We think the moM Aiir and trilfe 
construction is, that it relates to the date of the cessation of 
hostilities : that is the time when peace in fact took place, 
in consequence of prior unformali thpugh binding, cootF|0lB 
to terminate the war. We consider the definitive treaties ea 
only giving the dress of form to those conthicts, and not ea 
constituting the obligation of tbem. Had the cessation of 
hostilities been the effect of a truce, and -consequently* Mt 
more than a temporary suspension of war> another constfM- 
■tiou would have been the true one. •.'f^*4 

We are officially assured by Mr. Hartley, that podtite 
orders for the evacuation of New YoHi have beett'dea* 
patched, and that no avoidable delay will retard that- e^eot. 
Had we proposed to fix a time for it, the British commi»- 
'sioner would have contended that it should be a -time pee* 
tarior to the date of the definitive treaty, and* that would 
-have been probably more disadvantageous to us than as that 
'article now stands. 

We are surprised to hear that any doubts have -arisen m 
America respecting the time when the cessation of -hesti- 
lities took place tbere. It most certainly took place at the 
expiration of one month after the date of that declaralioB 
in all parts of the world, whether land or sea, tliat lay north 
Qf the latitude of the Canaries. ^ 

The ships afterwards taken from us in the more northerly 
latitudes ought to be reclaimed and given up. We- shall 
apply to Mr. Hartley on this subject, and also on that of 
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the transportatioB of negroes from New York, contmy to 
the words and intention of the (Nrovbional articles. We liaTe 
the honor to be, Sec. 

J. Adams. 

B. Franklim. 

J.Jay. V - 

H. LAnRBMS^' 

1 • - ■ ' ■ • . 

Extract OF A Lettkh to R. R. Livingston, Es^». 

Fass^f July 9(2, 1783.. 
'* You have complained, sometimes with reason, 
of not hearing often from your foreign ministers ; we have 
had cause to make the same complaints; six full mouths 
having iiUerveiied between the latest date of your precediBg 
letters and> the receipt of those per Captam barney. During 
all this time we were ignorant of the reception of the pro- 
visional treaty, and the sentiments of congress upon it; 
which, if we had received sooner, might have forwarded the 
proceedings on the definitive treaty, and perhaps broughtiit 
to a conclusion at a time more favorable than the preaenl. 
But these occasional interruptions of correspondence in 
the inevitable consequences of a state of war, and of snoh 
remote situaUoos. 

Barney had a short passage, and arrived some days befiive 
Colonel Ogdeni who also brought dispatches from you; ill 
of which are come safe to hand. ^ ' 

We, the commis»ioner8, have, in our joint capacity, writlan 
a letter to you, which you will receive with this.' I shall 
now answer yours of March 26, May 9, and May SI. 

> See the preceding fetter, p. 379. 
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It gave me great pleMure to learn hf the fiirlt, tkftl (bS 
news of the peace diffused general saUsfiictioQ. I %nN feMt 
now take upon me to justify the apparent reserve respeeAng 
diis court at the mgnature, which you disapprove. We have 
toiicheA upon it in our genei^l letter. I do not see, bow* 
ev^r, tbat thej have much reason to complain of that tran*^ 
actiotf.' Nothing was stipulated to their prejudice, ttnd 
Bon^ of the stipulations were to Kave force but by a aolbae- 
qufiit act of dieir own. I suppose, indeed, that tiity IMVtt 
not (x>mplained of it, or you would Imrt ieittiM a copy of 
the' coiinplamt, Aat we might hate answer^ it I long aineW 
aaCisfietf Count de Verg e nnea about it IMv. - We did lifMl 
appeared to all of ua best at the tiihe, and If we htf?e ddMir 
wrong, the congress will do right, after hearing 'na,'tb iedi 
aureus. Their nomination of five persons to tfie seHrWtfj* 
aeems to mark that they had some dependence on bnr ^blM' 
judgment^ since- one alone could have made a treaff by d!rM»' 
tion of Ae French ministry aa well as twenty. T'will 'dfAy^' 
ad4,-'ll!iat widi respect to myaeif, ndther AelettK^ (irom 1#K^ 
MsrbMs;" haiNled to ur through the Britisb neg^atBniy' 
(a aes|ricioifs channel) nor the conversations fespccThg 'tW 
fiMievy, ' the boundaries, the royalists, ftc. lecommenAt^^ 
moderation in our demands, are of weight tfufflcient in nrf - 
mind, to fix an opinion that this court wished tb restrain us* 
iii^ obtArittg^ any degree of advantage we could prevail 6n 
oer fen cin i cs to accord' j ^ince those discourse* are tkMy - 

• 

resolvable by supposing a tery natural apprehension, fhfA- 
vwy relymg too much on" the ability of France to contStiue' 
the war in our favor, and supply us constantly with money, 
mi^ht insist on more advantages than the English would be 

* See p. 998 of this volume. 
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villing to gjrwt, and therebj lose the opportunk; of ttaUi!; 
peace, to neceasary to ail our friendi. 

When the commercial article mentioned in yourt qf vtho 
fifitb^ was struck out of our proposed preliminaries by. tli# 
Iheo British miniatrjy the reason given was, tbatsundiyiaiate 
of parliameut, slill in force, were against it, and iBus|;bp %s| 
lepealed, which 1 believe waa actually their intention^ and. 
sundry bills were accordingly brought in fur that- pHcpos^ 
But new mioistersy yiith di&reot principles, aucceading^r^ 
eonimerciaLprodani^ioii,.. totally different from those jbiUs^ 
baa lat^y appefin^ i.send enclosed a copy of it«' W# 
aWl try Hbai( can be done in the definitive taeaty, lowaida 
satting aside tbaft pnDcIamation; btit| if it should be pessisled 
iUji it will (kea be a matter worthy the attenlive disciassicsi of 
congress, whether it will be most prudent to retort, with a 
simihff regulation,, im order to force its repeal which. may 
possibly tend to bring on another qnwrrel, or talet it pasa 
without notice, and leave it to its own inconyenienee, .-w 
ralhar imptaeticabUity iB> the executioo^ and to the coaiphiiiits 
o£ the Weal India planters^ who must all pay much difwiK 
fof our peoduce under those restvicbons. I am not epwgb 
master of die course of ow conmierce, to give ao opiaasp 
Oft this fiarticular question ; and it doea not behove, myt- to 
da it { yet I have seen so much enahairassmant and a# Ulda^ 
advantage in all the restjnming and cempubiae sj^stnaa, Ibat 
I feei myaetf stcouglf inclined to believe, that a stale n^kki 
leaves all her porta open to all the. w»orld upon c^pwlleaaai^ 
will by that means have foreigR comasoditiea cheaper, and 
sell ita own productions dearer, and; be aa the whole amat 



i«M*MM 



I See p. 351 of this volume. 
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prosperous. I have heard some merchants say, that diere 
is ten per cent, difference between IViU you buy i and W^ 
you iell ? When foreigners bring us their goods, they want 
to part with them speedily, thnt they may purchase thiif 
cargoes and despatch their ships, which are at constant chargiii 
in our ports. We have then the advantage of their, fVIUI 
you buy ? and when they demand our produce, we have tlM 
advantage of their, fViU you sell 9 and the cononrriflg: 
demands of a number also contribute to raise our pritoei^ 
Thus both these questions are in our favor at home ; agaiilit 
us abroad. The employing, however, of our own shipa^ 
and raising a breed of seamen among us, though it 'sbooli . 
not be a matter of so much private profit as some imagiggp 
is nevertheless of political importance, and must have weight- 
in considering this subject. . :'( i; 

The judgment you make of the conduct of Fraiice**i» 
the peace, and the greater glory acquired by her moderalMNS 
than even by her arms, appears to me perfectly just* Ibm 
character of this court and nation seems of late years torlw 
considerably changed. The ideas of aggrandisement by 
conquest, are out of fashion ; and those of commerce iM 
more enlightened, and more generous than heretofore.^ - Whu- 
shall aoon» I believe, feel something of this, in oar hcii^ 
admitted to greater freedom of trade with their islands. Tbtt 
wise here think France great enough, and its ambitiottsit 
present seems to be only that of justice and magnanimity 
towards other nations, fidelity, and utility to its allies. • ^ *i 

I have received no answer yet from congress to m^ 
request of being dismissed from this service. They shooid 
roethinks reflect, that if they continue me here, the fauiti I 
may henceforth commit through the infirmities of age, will 
be rather theirs than mine. 
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. I am glad my. Joubnal' afFordcd you any pleomirft;' 'f 
willf as you desire, endeavor to continue it. - . "'' ' 

I am sorry to find that you bave thoughts of quitting. Ae^- 
service. I do not think your place can be easily well ^p^ 
plied. You mention that an entire new arrangementi with 
r^pect to foreign afiairs^ is under consideration : I wish- 16 
know whether any notice is likely to be taken in it of my 
grandson. He has now gone through an apprenticeship of 
near seven years in the ministerial busjness, and U very ctpift- 
ble of serving the states in that liney as possessing all tiie 
requisites of knowledge, zeal, activity, language, and address. 
He is liked here ; and Count de Vergennes has expressed to 
me, in warm terms, his very good opinion of him. The 
late Swedish ambassador. Count de Creutz, who is gone 
home to be prime minister, desired I would endeavor to pro^ 
cure his being sent to Sweden with a public character> as- 
suring me that he should be glad to receive him there •§ 
•ur minister, and that he knew it would be pleasing to tlie 
king. The present Swedish ambassador * has also proposed 
the same thing to me, as you will see by a letter of his 
which I enclose. One of the Danish mmisters, M. Waherft^ 
doriF, (who will probably be sent in a public character to 
congress) has also expressed his wish that my grandson may 
be sent to Denmark. But it is not my custom to solicit 
emidoyments for myself or any of my family, and li shall 
not do it in this case. I only hope that if he is not Do b^ 
employed in your new arrangement, I may be informed of it 
as soon as possible, diat while I bave strength left for it, I 
may accompany him in a tour to Italy, returning throii|^ 

'- See p. 195 to S10 of this volume. 
* Baron de Stacl. 
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Gennany, which I dlink he may hrmle to moM Advittlige 
with me than done, and which I have long pi^omi^ & 
iflbrd him, as a re^xtM For his faithfii} tenrice^ and his iMUer 
filial attachment to me.' 

Our people, who were pttsofiers in Edghind, «^ now allf 
fisckar^ed. During the whofe War, thcMe who wi^ IS1 
Fortori prison, near PoVtsfkionMi, were Kkutfk bei^ttded oy 
the bbft^faht charitable eare of Mr. Wren, a Preabyteriaik 
minister there ; who spared no pitins to assist them in tliieir 
sickness and distress, hf pnocnring and distributkig amcog 
them the contributions of good Christians, ihd pmdl^M^ 
dispensing the allowance I made them, which gkV^ hm a 
deal of trouble, but he went through it t^^eifillly. I think 
iMiik particular notice should be taken of tftis gooii man, 
I wish the congress would enable tte to make hite a prfsear. 
adid that some of our unit ersities would totilkr npoii fam tni 
degree of doctor. 



' Repeated inquiries having been marte (since the flrM pttUteatMii 
of this letter) relative to the retult of this very natural and jtist 
request of Dr. Franklin, it may be excusable here to remark, that afl 
notice was ever taken of it by congress; nor of a former applioatic^ 
to the same effect, backed by the strong al)d affecting r^comiheD- 
dslion of another of hs moit able ilnd respectable ttithisbrsr-ioRii 
Jat, Es4. (See pages 76 afid 77» Pittt I.) Neithllr ^iftri tM Ml^ 
feithfiil, arduous, and eminent services of Dr« FmUfil tSer )fMUI f 
acknowledged, or adequately remunerated, by the fsacnwimt iff Sim 
United States ; except the empty (though honorable) testimony of 
its going into mourning on his decease, may be deemed such. But it 
is an adkge, that repuhHu are not/mnedfor oaATiTdos.' fiopes, how* 
ever, are entertainetV that the Ameiitau gorermnent consider' (hSfe la 
a 'deferred deH due to the memory of Franhlin^ ahd that they will 
eventually liquidate it. 
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The Duke of Manchester, who Imi9 always lM^,0id' 
friend iii the house of lordsy is now here ambusador &Wi 
England. I dine with him to-day (26th), and if any tl|i|gi||^ of 
importance occurs, I will add it in a postscript . -^ 

Be pleased to present nsy dutiful respects to the congceaSp 
assure them of my moat failhful services, and believe w» |p 
be, with gr^at and sincere esteem, sir^ fiu:. 

... B« Jt^BAUXlJN, . 

■ ' ■" . ■ ■ ' ■ * 

Ta;RjcR..LiviN08T0ir, Esg. 

Sir, Passy, July 27,17^. . 

, The d^finitiive treaties between the late belligefeikt 
powers are nooe of libem yet completed. Ours has gopse cp 
Aovfly, owing partly to the oecessity Mr. Hartley (succesMr 
of Mr. Oswald) thinks himself under of sending every propia* 
sitioD, eitlier his own or ours, to his court for their approbation^ 
and their delay in answering, through negligence perhaps, 
since they have heard our ports are open, or through indeci- 
sion occasioned by ignorance of the subject, or through want 
of union among the ministers. We send you herewith copiea 
of several papers that have passed between us. Mr. Hartley 
has for some time assured us that he is in hourly expectation 
of answers, but they do not arrive. The British prociamatMNi 
respecting the commerce appears to vex him a good deal. 
We enclose a copy. And we are of opinion that finally we 
shall find it best to drop all commercial articles in our defini^ 
tive treaty ; and leave every thing of that kind to a futune 
special treaty to be made either in America or in Europe, as 
congress shall think fit to order. Perh^s it may be best to 
give powers for that purpose to the minister that probably 
will be sent to London. The opinion here is, that it will be 
becoming in us to take the first atep towarda the mutual ex- 
VOL. II. 2 m 
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cfiange of ministers; and we have been assured by the Englnli^ 
minister who treats with us here, that ours will be well ti^ 
ceived. <Imi 

The Dutch preliminaries are not yet agreed en ; and ife 
seems to be settled that we are to sign all together^ in fhdx 
presence of the ministers of the two Imperial courts, who -ni»: 
to be complimented with the opportunity of signing as medlin ■ 
tors, though they have not yet, and perhaps will not be eon- 
suited in the negociatious. Mr. Adams is gone to HoOoid 
for three weeks, \mt will return sooner if wanted. The pro- 
]>ositions you mention as made to us from that state, we auptft 
pose he has given you an account of. Nothing was OTfif^ 
likely to be done upon them here, and therefore it was lenii 
necessary to say any thing concerning them. A minister MtK 
that country has been gone some time to congress, and ifrbfei 
has those propositions in charge, they will best be coftiidflfjj 
tlierei With great esteem we have the honor to be, siry-fllOii t 

B. Franklin^~» If) 
J. Jay, r'm 

H. IiATJBBNS^ ; .iHj 

David Hartley, Esq. to the American 

Ministers. 

Gentlemen, Paris, August 12, 178S» 

I have the honor of transmitting to you a copy' of a 
letter wUch I have received from Mr. Fox, containing: '•n 
account of the queen having been happily delivered of a 
princess, and that her majesty and the young princess are aufi 
well as can be expected. • -♦> 

Since the reconciliation which has happily taken place lif^c 
tween our two countties, I am happy in the opporluBilf-^:. 
communicating to yon such an occasion of our joint oongm-^ 
tulations, as to the first token of that 8ati8&u:tion wbidi your 
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country (and you, ns the ministersi of it in the present case^ 
will receive from this, and from every event which majxon** 
tribute to the happiness and honor of the king, the queen, and 
all the royal family of Great Britain. I am, gentlemen, with 
the greatest respect and consideration, your most obedient, 
servant, D. Hartley, 

To D. Hartley, Esq. 

Sir, ' ; 

We have received the letter which you did us the 
honor to write on the ^i 2th instant, and shall take the first 
opportunity of conveying to congress the agreeable informa- 
tion contained in it. 

The sentiments aud sensations which the re-establishment 
of. peace between our two countries ought to diffuse througk 
botb^ lead us to participate in the pleasure which the birth of' 
a princess must naturally give to the royal family and people, 
of Great Britain ; and we sincerely congratulate their majes- 
tics on tliat addition to their domestic happiness. We have 
the honor to be 'with great regard and esteem, sir, your most 
obedient and very bumble servants, J. Adams, 

B. Franklin, 
J. Jay. 

To HIS Excellency M. le Comte de Vergennes. 

Sir, Pussy, jiug. }6j nSS. 

I have the honor to inform your excellency, that 
the English ministry do not agree to any of the propositibnii . 
tliat have been made either by us, or by their minister here; 
and they have sait over a plan for the definitive treaty, which 
consists merely of the preliminaries formerly signed, with a 
short introductory paragraph, and another at the conclusion^ 
confirming and establishing the said preliminary articles. My 
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colleagues seem inclined to sign this with Mr. Hartley, antf^ 
so to finish the affair. I am, with respect, sir, your ex<£^* 
lency*s, 8cc. B. Fkakklin, • '^ 

MoNS. DE Kay K E\ AJjy {under secretary of state for foreiggi 

affairs) a Mons. Franklin. 

J Versailles^ le 99 Jo&tf 1783. 

.. ■ • 

J'ai rendu compte i M. le Comte de Vergennes, Moaaie^r. 
de la difficulte que fait M. Hartley de signer k Versailles^ et 
ce tninistre m'a charg6 de vous mander que rien ne devo|t 
vous empScher de signer d Paris Mercredi prochun, jpw 
d6sign6 pour la signature des autres trait^s : mais il vous pqi^ 
d'indiquer d M. Hartley 9 heures du matin, et d'envoyer u^ 
on expr^s, imm^diatement apris votre signature &ite. M« de 
Vergennes veut ^tre assur6 que votre hesogne est consommfi* 
en m^e terns que la sienne. Vous recevez pour MarcffVfB 
un billet d'invitation, ainsi que Messieurs vos coUdgtMi «k 
Mons. Hartley ; je presume que celui-ci u'y trouvera aucniie 
di£Bcult£. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre avec un parfait attachement, Montieiir, 
votre tr^s-humble et tris-ob^issanl servitenr, 

De RayNE¥AIm7; 



r • 



David Hartley, Esq. to the American ^ 

Ministers. . 

'»■■ J 

Gentlemen, Paris, Aug. 9Qj \79B\' 

As the day is now fixed for the signatures 6f dM 
definitive treaties between Great Britain, France, and fl|ieei^ 
I beg leave to inform your excellencies, that I am read^to 
sign the definitive treaty between Great Britain and the Uaitod 
States of America, whenever it shall be convenient lo 3roa« 
I beg the fiivor therefore of you to fix the day. My imlnie- 
tidns confine me to Paris as the pbce q>poiat0d4o dm lor 



■ • 
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the exercise of PI J function; and therefore whatever day you 
may ^ upon for t)ie sigoature, I shall hope to receive th^ 
honor of your company at the H6tel d'York. 1 ami gently 
men, with the greatest respect and consideration, your most 
obedient servant, D. Haetley. ^''• 

The American ministers, plenipotentiaries for mak- 
ing peace with Great Britain^ present their compliments to 
Mr. Hartley. They regret that Mr. Hartley^s instructions 
will not permit him to sign the definitive treaty of peace witni 
America at the place appointed for the signature of the others* 
They will nevertheless have the honor of waiting upon Mr. 
Hartley at bis lodgings at Paris, for the puipose of signing 
the treaty in question, on Wednesday morning at 8 o'clock. 
F assy y Jug. 30, 1783. 

The Definitive Treaty between Great Britain and the 
United States of America, signed at Paris the third day 
of September, 1783. 

Ib the name of the most Holy and undivided Trinity « 

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose 
the hearts of the serene and most potent Prince George the 
Third, by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunswick and 
Lunenbourg, Arch Treasurer and Prince Elector of the Holy 
Roman Empire, &c. and of the United States of America, to 
forget all past misunderstandings and differences that have 
unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and friendship 
which they mutually wish to restore, and to establish such a 
beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between the two coun- 
tries upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and n^utual con- 
venience, as may promote and secure to both perpetual peace 
and harmony ; and having for. this desirable end already laid the 
foundation of peace and reconciliation by provisional artidet 
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signed at Paris on the 30th of November, 1782, by the com* 
missioners empowered on each part^ which articles were agreed 
to be-inscrted in and to constitute the treaty of peace proposed* 
to be concluded between the crown of Great Britain and dM» 
said United States, but which treaty was not to be conckidM 
until terms of peace should be agreed upon between Great 
Britain and France, and his Britannic Majesty should '6e 
ready to conclude such treaty accordingly; and the treaty b)s- 
tween Great Britain and France having since beeucontliided; 
his Britannic Majesty and die United States of America, in 
order to carry into full effect the provisional articles above- 
mentioned, according to the tenor thereof, have coQstitaled 
and appointed, that is to say, his Britannic Majesty on hitf 
pail, David Hartley, Esq. member of the parliament of Great 
Liritaiii : and the said United States on their part, John Adama, 
Esq. late a commissioner of the United States of America ait 
the court of Versailles, late delegate in congress from the 
state of Massuchusetti^, and chief justice of the said state^ and 
minister plenipotentiary of the said United States to tneir 
high mightinesses the slates-general of the United Nether* 
lands ; Benjamin Franklin, Esq. late delegate in congress from 
the slate of Pennsylvania, president of the convention of the 
said state, and minister plenipotentiary from the United Statea 
of America at the court of Versailles ; John Jay, Esq. late 
president of congress, and chief justice of the state of New 
York, and minister plenipotentiary from the saici United 
States at the court of Madrid, to be the Plenipotentiaries for 
the concluding and signing tlie present definitive treaty ; who 
after having reciprocally communicated their respective full 
powers, have agreed upon, and confirmed the following 
articles: .-.v 

N. B. The 7iinR fint articles uere the same as 1A0 Prb<» 
LiJfiNARY Articles signed with Mr, Oswaldp Hqv* 3Q, 
1788. {See page 'n^.) 
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Article X. 

The solemn ratification of the present treaty, expejditefl in 
good and due form^ shall be exchanged between the contracl^ 
ing parties in the space of six months^ or sooner if possibli^y 
to be compute4 from the day of the signature of the pres^ 
treaty. In witness whereof we the undersigned, their min^ 
ters plenipotentiary, have in their name and virtue of our filU 
powers, signed, with our hands, the present definitive treaj^, 
and caused the seals of our arms to be affixed thereto, .\ 

Done at Paris this third day of September, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. 

/"John Adams, (L. S.) i 

(Signed) )^-^«^^^''*^' <^-^->' 

j John Jay, (L. S.) ■ 

vDavid Hartley, (L. S.) ' 

At the end of this treaty were added Mr. Hartley's and tile 
American ministers' commissions, and certified thus : 

We certify the foregoing copies of the respective 
full powers, to be authentic. 

r George Hammond, 

rs* ^ J ^^^^^^^H ^^ '^^ British commission. 
j Wm* Temple Franklin, 
y^Secr^tary to the American commission. 



David Hartley, Es^j. to the American 

Ministers. * 

Gentlemen^ Paris, Sept. 4, 1783^.^ 

It is with the sincerest pleasure that I congratulate 
you on the happy event which took place yesterday, vizw tke 
signature of the definitive treaty between our two countries. 
I consider it ad the aospickNiB {nre^ge.of fetumiog confidtace. 
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and of the future intercourse of all good offices between ma, 
I doubt not that our two countries will entertain the Mumi 
sentiments, and that they will behold with satisfaction . th<( 
l^riod which terminates the memory of their late anhapnij 
dissensions^ and which leads to the renewal of all the anciMl 
lies of amity and peace. 1 can assure you that his Britannie 
majesty, and his confidential servants^ entertain the stK U Kcg t 
desire of a cordial good understanding with the United SMw 
of America. And that nothing may be wanting <4i our pte%i 
to perfect the great work of pacification, I shall proposs to 
you^ in a very short time^ to renew the discusnon of 
points of amity and intercourse, which have been laldy 
pended to make way for the signature of the treaties between 
all the late belligerent powers, which took place yesterday. 
We have now the fairest prospects before us, and an unem* 
barrassed field for the exercise of every beneficent dispositiosi^ 
and for the accomplishment of every object of reciprocal 
vantage between us. liCt us then join our hearts and 
together in one common cause^ for the reunion of all our 
cient affections and common interests. I am, gentlemeBy 
with the greatest respect and consideration, your moat <4w- 
dient servant, D. Hartls.t«> 

To David Hartley, Esq. 

Sib, Pas^t Sept. 6, 1783. 

We have received the letter which you did ua di^ 
honor to write yesterday. 

Your friendly congratulations on the signature of the defi^ 
nitive treaty, meet with cordial returns on our part ; and we 
sincerely rejoice with you in that event by which the ruler of 
nalipns has been graciously pleased to give peace to oui^tvro 
.coimtries. 

We are no ksa ready to joii our endeavors than iQnr .mahea 



PART 111. or 1n3KiA>ril9 FBANiCXlN. ' $Q^ 



with youirs^ to coAcert such measures f or regnlatrog^^ Bttiitff' 
intercourse between Great Britain and the United States^' ai 
by being consistent widi the honor and interest of both, w^Hf 
tend to increase and perpetuate mutual confidence and IgoodQ 
will. We must nevertheless candidly inform you^ that wef 
consider our commission as terminated^ and therefore, withofif 
further authority from congress, will not be able to sign aiMl 
conclude. All we can at present do is to confer with yditf; 
«nd recommend to congress such propositions as may appest^ 
to us to merit their i»sent. And we shall propose to them W 
send a commission to Europe without delay for these impbfv 
taut purposes. 7 

The unrestrained course^ already given by the states to'lh^ 
British comaiierce with them, and the unconditional liberation 
of prisoners, at a time when more caution would not have 
been singular, are marks of liberality and confidence, which 
we fliitter ourselves will be equalled by the magnanimity of bia 
majesty and the people of Great Britain* 

We have communicated to congress the warm and repeated 
asaorances with which you have c&dAUy honored us on thilfe 
siitgects; and we are persuaded that the period of Ifaeir beiHg 
realised, will have an auspicious and conciliating infli»6Ma 
on all the parties in the late unhappy dissensions. 

We have the honor to be, sir, with great respect and esteem, 
your most obedient and humble servants, 

John Adams, 
B. Fbanklik, - '^ 

John J at. 

To David Hartxey, Esq. . ., 

My dbae Fbiend, Puny ^ Sept. 1^ f7M;' 

The enclosed letters, to you and to Mr. Fox, yM€ 
written before I sttw yoo yefterday. • '^ 
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On my return home last night I found dispatches fiom 
congress, which may remove the difficulties we were entangted 
with. Mr. Adams will be here this morning, when you Avill 
hear from us. I am ever yours sincerely, 

B. Franklik.x 

To David Hartley, Esq. 

My dear Friknd, Passy, Sept.6,l7BSl^'* 

Enclosed is my letter to Mr. Fox. I bq;^ jiki 
would assure him, that my expressions of esteem for bim'Mls 
not mere professions. I really think him a gredt man;^lnid 
I would not think so, if I did not believe he was at bottoMH, 
and would prove himself, a good one. Guard him agafatfR 
mistaken notions of the American people. You have decerad 
yourselves too long wifh vain expectations of reaping aidval^ 
tage from our little discontents. We are more thoroughly an 
enlightened people, with respect to our political intereiitt, 
than perhaps any other under the heaven. Every man am<Nig 
us reads, and is so easy in his circumstances as to have leimuie 
for conversations of improvement, and for acquiring informa- 
tion. Our domestic misunderstandings, when we have them, 
are of small extent, though monstrously magnified by your 
microscopic newspapers. He who judges from them, that 
we are on the point of falling into anarchy, or retumiiig to 
the obedience of Britain, is like one who, being shown some 
spots in the sun, should &ncy that the whole disk would aooa 
be overspread with them, and that theie would be an end of 
day-light; The great body of intelligence among our people^ 
surrounds and overpowers our petty dissensions, as the stmli 
great mass of lire diminishes and destroys his spots. Do not 
therefore any longer delay the evacuation of New YoAj in 
the vain hope of a new revolution in your favor, if such a 
hope has indeed had any effect in occasiomng that dbky. . It 



PART Illi or BENJAMIN PRANKLfN. 935 

is now nine months since the evacaations were promised; • You 
expect with, reason that the people of New York shonM do 
your merchants justice in the payment of their old deblf ; 
consider the injustice you do them in keeping them so long: 
out of their habitations and out of their business^ by which 
they might have been enabled to make payment. ^ 

There is no truth more clear to me than this^ that the great 
interest of our two countries is, a thorough reconciiiati(^. 
Restraints on the fre^om of commerce and intercourse be- 
tween us, can afford no advantage equivalent to the mischief 
they will do by keeping up ill humor and promoting a total 
alienation. Let you and I, my dear friend, do our best to- 
wards advancing and securing that reconciliation. • We can 
do nothing that will in a dying hour afford us more solid 
satisfaction. 

I wish you a prosperous journey, and a happy sight of your 
friends. Present my best respects to your good brother and 
sister, and believe me ever, with sincere and great esteem, 
yours most affectionately, B. Franklin*. 

{Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

To THE Right Hon. C.J. Fox, Esq. 

Sir, Pas^, Sept. 5, 1783, 

I received in its time the letter you did me the 
honor of writing- to me by Mr* Hardey ; and I cannot let 
him depart without expressing my satisfaction in his conduct 
towards us, and applauding the prudence of that choice which 
sent us a man possessed of such a spirit of conciliation, and 
of all that frankness, sincerity, and candor, which naturaUjr 
produce confidence, and thereby facilitate the most difficult 
negociations. Our countries are now happily at peace, od 
which I congratidate you most cttrdially ; and 1. beg jKMifto 
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be assured, that as long as I have may concern in pulilici 
affairs, 1 shall readily and heartily concur with yoUy ia prani 
noting every measure that may tend to promote the common 
felicity. 

With great and siucere esteem and respect, I have the 
honor to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble ser- 
vant, B. Franklin. 

To D. Hartley, Esg. • ;r? 

My dear Friend, Passy, Sept. 7, I78S- 

Enclosed I send you an extract of a letter tQ-|tKg^ 
from the president of congress, in which you will observe ti|% 
moderate disposition of that body towards the loyaliatSji ndft ' % 
the causes of aggravation in the people's resentments agupdt 
them. I am always, invariably, yours most sincerely, 

B. Franklin, 

(Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

Extract of a Letter from E. Boudinot, Esq. Pre- 
sident of congress, to B. Fr a N k li n , dated J une 1 8, 1 78Sw 
(Private.) 

*^ You will receive herewith a number of our 
newspapers, in which are inserted many resolves, assocMliou^ 
&c. from all parts of the country, which I earnestly wish had 
not been made ; but the truth is, that the cruelties, rawy^ 
and barbarities of tfie refugees and loyalists, have left tl» 
people so sore that it is not yet time for them to exercise dieir 
good sense and cooler judgment; and this cannot take plnoB 
while the citizens of New York are kept out of their city, and 
despoiled daily of their property, by the sendii^ off- 
oegroeif by hundreds in the face of the treaty. It hna 
^ic^scliiiglj il^tid^ in the Biitbh to letim New Yodk so 
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long, and to pereist in tending away the negtfoea^ •aekhas^ 
irritated the citixens of Ainerioa to an alarming degttee^ ^-t^ . 

To David Hartley, Esg. 

Sir, Passy, Sept. 7, 1783,.' 

We have the honor of transmitting here\vith en- 
closed, a resolution of congress of the 1st May last, which we 
have just received. 

You will perceive from it that we may daily ejtpect a com- 
mission in due form for the purposes mentioned in it, and we 
askuv you of our t-eadkiess to enter upon the business when- 
ever you may think proper. 

^^e have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem, 
sir, your most obedient and humble servants, - . v 

J. Adams, 
B. Franklin, 
J. Jay. 

(^Enclosed in the foregoing.) 

JBt THE Unites States in Congress asseha^lsd. 

May 1, I78S. 
On the report bf a committee to whom was re- 
ferred a letter of Feb. 5, from the Hon. J. Adams ; 

Ordered, That a oommissieii be prepared to Messrs*' Joint 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, authonsing thens 
or either of them in the al>seiice of the others, to enter inio a 
treaty of commerce between the United States of Amerioa 
and Great Britain, subject to the revisal of the contracting 
parties, previous to its final conclnsioii : and in the mean time 
to enter into a commercial convention, to continiie in feiee 
one year. 

That the secretary for &u6ffi affiurs kj before coopess 
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withoul delay a plan of a treaty of commerce, and insfnictiia^ ' 
relative to tlie bixme, to be transmitted to tlie said ctnaaaaoB^t 
sioners. Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

T 

To HIS Excellency Elias Boudinot, Esg- , . 

F resident of Congress, 

(Extract.) '' 

Sir, Passy, Sept. 10, 1783*,. 

On the Srd instant, definitive treaties of pesce^i 
M'ere concluded between all the late belligerent powen>i«c«i; 
cept the Dutch, M'ho the day before settled and signed ppdtir*? 
minary articles of peace with Britain. :. .^^4-^ 

We most sincerely and cordially congratulate congress aMl> 
our country in general on this happy event; and we bopefln^T 
tlie same kind Providence which has led us through a rigorouiB/» 
war to an honorable peace, will enable us to make a wise and 
moderate use of that inestimable blessing. -. ^ 

The definitive treaty'being in the terms of the provisional 
articles, and not comprehending any of die objects of oiirr. 
subsequent negociatioiis, it is proper that we give a summarjF- i 
account of them. . , , 

When Mr. Hartley arrived here, he brought with him onlj 
a spt of instructions signed by the king. We objected*, tp 
proceeding with him uutil he should have a con^missiiNirii]^ .: 
form, lliis occasioned some delay. A proper commissJMlli : 
was however transmitted to him; a copy of which jWiif;} 
shortly after sent to Mr. Livingston. . .j. 

We having been instructed to obtain, if possible, an artid|g: ; * 
for a direct trade to tlie West Indies, made to Mr. Hartlej^ 
tlie proposition No. !• (see page 332.) . « 

He approved of it greatly and recommended it to hb court, 
but they declined assenting to it. 
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Mr. Hartley then made us the proposition No. 9.^(pp; 
346« and 349.) but on being asked whether he was authorised 
to sign it^ in case we agreed to it^ he answered us in the nega^ 
tive. We therefore thought it improper to proceed to the 
consideration of it^ until after he should have obtained the 
consent of his court to it. We also desired to be informed 
whether his court would or would not comprehend Ireland in 
these stipulations with us. 

The British cabinet would not adopt Mr. Hartley^s pro* 
positicHis ; but their letters to him were calculated to inspire 
us with expectationH, that as nothing but particular local di'- 
cutntolanceS) which would probably not be of long dufatioiiy 
restrained them from preferring the most liberal system of 
coirimerce with us, the ministry would take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of gratifying their own wishes as well as ours ori that 
subject. 

Mr. Hartley then made us the proposition No. 3. (p. 353* 
ct seq.) 

At this time we were informed that letters for us had 
arrived in France from Philadelphia. We expected to re«> 
ceive instructions in them, and told Mr. Hartley that this 
expectation induced us to postpone giving him an answer 'for 
a few days. 

The vessel by which we expected these letters, it seems, 
had not brought any fcr us. But at fhat time infofttiatitun 
arrived from America, that our ports were all opened to 
British vessels.? Mr. Hartley thereupon -did not think him» 
self at liberty to proceed until after be should communicate 
that intelligence to his court, and receive their further iit^- 
structions. 

Those further instructions never came, and thus our en^ 
dcavors as to commercial regulations proved fruitless; we 
had many conferences, and received long memorials irom Mr. 
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Hartley on the subject ; but his zeal for systems friendly t0 us» 
constantly exceeded his authority to concert and Mgjrem to 
them. 

During the long intenral of his expecting instructionSji fog 
his expectations were permitted to exist almost to the ha^ 
we proceeded to make and receive propositions for perfect* 
ing the definitive treaty. DetaUs of aU the unending 
alterations^ objections^ exceptions^ &c. which occurred ni 
the course of these discussions, would be voluminous* We 
finally agreed that he diould send to his court the project ai 
draught of a treaty^ No. 4.' He did so ; but after smch tanib 
and when pressed by FrancCi who insisted that we ahouU|A 
conclude together, he was instructed to sigs a definhtn 
treaty in the terms of the provisional articles. \^^ 

Whether the British court meant to avoid a dnfiwifijfg 
treaty with us^ through a vain hope, from the exaggfirftaj 
accounts of divisions among our people, and want of autho^ 
rity in congress^ that some revolution might soon li^PR^^ 
their favor, or whether their dilatory conduct was caused Jir 
the strife of the two opposite and nearly equal [Arties ia d^ 
cabinet, is hard to decide. .^ ^ 

Your excellency will observe that the treaty was "ff^'^Ajf^ 
Paris, and not at Versailles. Mr. Hartley's letter,. N^"^* 
(p. 388.) and our answer. No. 6. (p. 389.) will eipiaia^tlmi} 
His objections, and indeed our proceedings in general^ ^'^99*' 
communicated to the French minister, who was content Af^ 
we should acquiesce, but desired that we would appoint f^m 
signing early in the morning, and give him an account of k ait^ 
Versailles by express ; for diat he would not prooeed to ai| 
on the part of France, till he was sure that our business 
done. 

* Net inssrted. 
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The day after the signature of the treaty, Mr. Hartley vnpte 
us a congratulatory letter^ No. 7. (p. 425.) to which W^ 
returned the answer, No. 8. (p. 426.) 

He is gone to Englahd, and expects soon to return : which 
for our parts we think uncertain. We have taken care .to 
speak to him in strong terms on the subject of. the evacuatioii 
of New York, and the other important subjects proper to b9 
mentioned to him. We think we may rely on hia doing 
every thing in his power to influence his court to do what 
they ought to do, biit it does not appear that they have as yet 
formed any solid system for their conduct relative to the 
United Staites. We cannot but think that the late and pre- 
sent asj^ect'of Affairs in America, has had and continues to 
have an unfavorable influence, not only in Britain, but 
thi-oughout Europe. 

In whatever light the article respecting the Tories may be 
viewed in America, it is considered in Europe as very humi* 
Hating tQ Britain, and therefore as being one which we ought 
in honor to perform and fulfil with the most scrupulous regard 
to good iaith, and in a manner least offensive to the feeling 
of the king and court of Great Britain, who upon that point 
^re extremely tender. 

The unseasonable and unnecessary resolves of various, 
towns 6n ibis subject, the actual expulsion of Tories, fipom 
some places, and the avowed implacability of almost all who 
have published their sentiments about the matter, are cir- 
cumstances which are construed not only to the prejudice of 
our national magnanimity and good fiuth, but also to the 
prejudice of our governments. 

Popular committees are considered here as with us, in the 
light of substitutes to constitutional government, and as being 
oniy necessary in the interval between the removal of the 
former, and the establishment of the present. 

VOL. 11. , 8 c 
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The coiMCilutieti» of Ae different stites bavo bcM 
htfcd and ptiblished, and pains have been tiiken to 
Europe to believe that the American States not only 
their own laws, but obeyed them. But the continiiaiibit 
popular assertiblireti' convened expressly to delibetate dir 
ters proper otoly for the cognizance of the AffmemtA 
tilrea and officers of govertineirt^ and their proc#ediBf^q|ll 
only to ordain/ but to enforce their resolutions^ hat- 
ingiy lessened the dignity of the states in Ae Byee of 
nations. ■ ^ •' /cdb 

To this we may ako add the situation of the ariRjf^dii 
f elttctance of the people to pay tales, and tha-circmiNiicw 
under tihich congress removed from Philadelphia^ htvi 
minisbed tlie admiratioB in which the people of 
were held auiong the nations of Europe^ aad 
abated their ardor for formring connexions with oa^'beiMe 
our affiiirs acquire a greater degree of order and consii 

Penwit OS to observe^ that, in our opinsoa, the* 
dation of congress promised in the 5th article^ shouMai 
diately be mude in the terms of it and published, and tlnla 
states shouM be reipiested to take it into consirinrats— ii^s 
soon as the evacuation by the enemy shall be compiaMk 'i^St 
is also much to be wished that the le^palatures may^ 
▼olvc all the Tories in banishment and ruin, bat Aft 
cfiscriminatidns may be made as to entitle their 
the approbation of dtainteKested men, and dis^avai 
posterity. ■:*! .'.•." 

On the 7tfa inst. we received your exceUency'aikttier of4ka 
l6th June last, covering a resolution of congreieof tfir>4it 
May, dnrecting a commissioii to us for making a tna^f of 
connserce, &c. with Great Britain. This intelligened aiiifod 
tery opportunely to present the anti-Ameri€att< -party iin 
Englaud, from aaciibiif; eiiy ddaya on oar part to'iaolivei^iif 




reseirtxieiit t» fkat «ountvy^ Grett Britam will aend « mi^ 
Ulster to tongrew^, as iooB ai congress afkaH ^tid « mintslir 
to Britain; aod we think mai'h good niight result from ihflt 
QieKsuiii.t << 

Much we timik will 4^tid oti the wceew at our negb^ 
Giatio.iM.\rii|b England. If she could be prevailed upon to 
agree tp a liberal system of commerce, France, and pediapa 
some other nations, will follow her example ; but if abe 
riiould prefer an exclusive monopolizing plan, it is probable 
that her neighbors will continue to adhere to their favorite 
retirietioMk'* 

Were it certain that the United States Qould be brought 
to act as a na^on, and would jointl'y and fairly conduct their 
:eomaiame bft 4priiici|>IeB of ^xact reciprocky with all nations, 
.w»ihifikf it {MTobaUe diat Britani would nake extensive G0ih> 
ceSiMMML ! But. on liilr cimtrarj, wfcile the {H^ospactof di»- 
iink>D4ii ourcpunoiis, oc want of power mmi energy in qur 
cMoutive departments exist, they will not beapprehensiite of 
felaliatioldy- and oonsequently loae theiv principal motive to 
•UbaraU^j : . Uolesa witb i^ard: to aO foreign nations and 
rtramactions^ ime oBiformlif : act mh an entbe: nnited nation, 
fiiitUniiy executing, and. obeying the constitutional acta ^f 
«oingf ess on diose sul^eots, we '■ sbaU soati find owraelvies in 
:thfl liteatioo in «4ucfa >ril Europe wisfaea to sea us, vix^ as 
mnxqaortanc: ccftisiMnera oC her manufaeturesand prodaction^ 
and as useful, laborers to fismish ber widi raw anateriak^ 

We beg leave to assure congas that we shaH apply oar 
beat endeavora to execnie thia a«w commisBion to their satia- 
faction, and shall punctualiy obey audi ioatractiona as- Ibey 
may be pleased to give iw relative to it.- Uidasa'coiq^liss 
ibould have noninated a secrataiFy to the oonuniseiatt, we 
shall consider our se lv es at libaFfy to appoint onof and aa we 
are wdl satisfied wilblha candiiatof Mr. Temple Franklin, 
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the secretary to our late commission^ we purpose to tapppntf 
bim ; leaving to congress to make such compensatioo for Up 
services as tlie> may judge proper. . ^^ 

With great respect, we have the honor to be^.iir, jqji^ 
excellency's mo»t obedient and bumble servants, . 

John ADAMS^r' -^ 

B. FBANKllH;--rtT* 

John Jay. ' "' ~ 

David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Frani^IiIN^. 
Mt dear Friend, Bath, Sept. 24, ITBit. '' 



I am at present at Bath with my 
^isler, whom 1 have found as well as 1 could have expected^ 
and I hope with reasonable prospect of recovery in time. . 1 
bave seen my friends in the ministry, and hope things will go 
well ^ with them I am sure all is right and firm. The chiff 
pari of the cabinet ministers are out of town ; but diere wiB 
be a full cabinet held in a few days, in which a specific^fn^ 
position in the nature of a temporary convention will be gmii 
in instructions to me. I imagine, nearly upon the giotiBd of 
my menK>riaI of May 21, 1783, which I delivered to dp 
American ministers ; ' viz. ^^ American ships not to ^oa^ 
foreign manufactures into Great Britun, nor to trade^nctly 
between the British West Indies and Great Britain/' aH the 
rest to be as before the war. I expect that soQiflthibg to 
this effect will be their determination, in the offer ; and if it 
should be so, I shall hope not to meet with. difficulty on your 
parts. I want to see some specific beginnbg. As to any 
further proposition respecting the trade between Great' ^i« 

< See pages 346 and 349. 
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tain and Che British West Indies^ I doubt whether any siicfa 
can be discussed before the meeting of parliament. I wisb 
to look forward not only to the continuation of peace bie- 
tween our two countries, but to the improvement of recon- 
ciliation mto alliance ; and therefore I wish the two parties 
to be disposed to accommodate each other, without the 
strict account by weights and' scales as between aliens and 
strangers, actuated towards each other by no other principle 
than cold and equalising indifference. Friendly dispositiont 
presumed have their fairest chance of being realised ; but if 
we should set out presuming against them, the good which 
might have happened may be prevented. Pray remember 
me to your three colleagues, and to all friends. Yours ever 
most affectionately, D. Hartley. 

P. S. I have put in a word for our Quaker article,* ant 
1 hope with some impression. 

David Hartley, Esq. M. P. to Dr. Franklin*. 

My bear Friend, Bath, Oct. 4, 1783. ' 

I only write one line to you to let you know 
that I am not forgetful of you, or of our common concerns. 
I have not heard any thing from the ministry yet : I believe 
it is a kind of vacation with them before the meeting of par- 
liament. I have told you of a proposition which I have bad 
some thoughts to make as a kind of co-partnership in com- 
merce. I send you a purposed temporary convention, 
which I have drawn up. You are to consider it only as one 
I recommend. The words underiined are grafted upon the 
proposition of my memorial, dated May 21, 1785. You 



' To prohibit privateering, see page S06. 
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■- ■» 



wHl see the (Mrinciple which I bave in mf thoa^ts W 
for the purpose of restoring our ancient co-partnershijp 
rally. I cannot tell you what event things may tai&e,' tNit iuf 
thoughts are always employed in endeavoring to arrange thttT 
system upon which the china tune, lately shattered^ may 1^ 
cemented together, upon prikiciples of compact adbd ici^ 
nexion, instead of dependence. I have met with a nfntimBt 
in this country which gives some alarm, viz. lest tka mwSjfi^ 
government in America should be uncertain,-: mrit Ml 
states reject the authority of congress. Some piasuujiW tB 
General Washington's letter, have given weight tO"'4lMMF 
doubts. I don't hear of any tendency ta thi^ opinioil ;' liof 
the American states will break to pieces, aud then wf^Mt^ 
still conquer them. I believe all that fcJly is extinjfiii AiA 
But many serious and well-disposed persons are alarmed lesl 
this should be the ill-fated moment for relaxing the papuri 
of the union, and annihilating the cement of confederathm^ 
(vide Washington's letter); and that Great Britain jbg^li 
thereby lose her best and wisest hope of being re-connecttid 
with the American States unitedly, i should, fof One, lUA 
it the greatest misfortune. Pray giVi8 me some opinion up<^ 
this* You see there is likewise another turn whipk B^y-lM 
given to this sentiment by intemperate and disappovilld 
people, who may indulge a passionate revenge for iJiair tMfU: 
disappointments, by endeavoring to excite general disti|i|H^- 
discord, and disunion. I wish to be prepared and gvaxdcMl 
at all points. I beg my best compliments to your colleague | 
be so good as to show this letter to them. I beg particuli^ 
my condolence (and 1 hope congratuJation) to Mr. Ad««||'f 
I hear that he h^s been very di^igerovsly ill, but that be.iij 
again recovered. I hope the latter part is true^ and that we 
shall all survive to set our hands to some fhtuve coiniNicts of 
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wmmm jut«9^9t, m^^ 9QmfaoA>a^<aciioqvt^tweAn .wk two 
countries. Your ever. 9^«<:tiQiiate,.. p. H^BTiui^T. 



.1. 



To David Hartley, Esq. 

My deab Friend, Passy, Oct. 16, 1783. 

I have nothing material to write to you re* 
apecting public affairs ; but I cannot let Mr. Adams, who will 
Me you, go 'without a hne to inquire after your welfare, to 
inform you of mine, and assure you of my constant respect 
and attachment. 

I think with you that our Quaker article is 't good one, 
and that men will, in time have sense enough to adopt it, but 
I fear that time is not yet come. 

What would you think of a proposition, if I should make 
it, of a fiimily compact between England, France, and Ame-' 
rica i America would be as happy as the Sabine girls, if she 
could be the means of uniting in perpetual peace her father 
and her husband. What repeated follies are ihose repeated 
wars I You do not want to conquer and govern one another. 
Why then should you be continually employed in injuring 
and destroying one another? How many e^dellent things 
might have been done to promote the internal welfare of 
each country ; what bridges, roads, canaj», and other useAjl 
public works and institutions tending to the common felicity, 
might have been made and established, with the money and 
men foolishly spent during the last seven centuries by our 
mad wars in doing one another mischief! You are near 
neighbors, and each have very respectable qualities.. Learn 
to be quiet, and to respect each other's rights. You are all 
Christians. One is the most Christian king, and the other 
defender of th^ faiths Manifest the propriety of these titles 
by your future conduct. <' Bjf tUs/" said Chrial, ^< ikall M 
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mtm km$w thai ye tare mg diMc^jJa, if yehve om 
Suk peace, amd ensure it/* Adieu, yoiini kc. • - ':ri^ a 

B. Framklik. -^i. 

To David Hartley, Esq. - =-** 

I lecmed my dear friend's kind kUer.^^dhE 
4di instant from Bath, with >*oiur proposed temporal^ ntHj 
vention, which jou desire me to show to mj collDppam^ 
They are both by this time in Londooi where you. witti.nii« 
doubtedly see and converse with them .on the subjeofcf Tja^ 
apprehension you mention that the cement of the coofe^qmi 
tion may be annihilated, 8ic. has not I tl^iok any found^pop^ 
There is sense enough in America to take care of th^. ^pHr 
china vase, . J see much in your papers about our divi^ju)i||i 
and distractions, but I hear little of them from Americiiiii 
and I kpow that ipost of the letters said to com^from^^lffu^^ 
with such .accounts, are mere London fictions. I. wi)L^cii0]B| 
aider attentively the proposition above mentioned ag^naM||§| 
return of my colleagues, when I hope our cpn^mis^ii JgJO^ 
be arrived. I rejoice to bear that your dear sister'i||r^;jy»ffg[i 
advances, and that your brother is well : pleasQ iq W9fAi 
my affectionate respects to them, and believe me ^Tiif^ JPMfrj 

*^c. . B, FR,ANJ^t«Pi 

• . ■' .u :tt'iliO 

ExTBACT OF ▲ Letter to the Hon. RoEEft'To^a 

MOBEIS, .. inoi 



•• ' iUU 



XSuperiniendant of Finances, United Stdtis.) 

Passy, Dec. 25, i7^,| ■, 

'^ The remissness of our people iD'4|»yimfi 
tuea ia JbigUlgr hlmmnJbleyr-thBHnwillingnewi'tOf fwy then> jeI 
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Still morefo. I see in some resolutions of townn'BWWting% 
a remonstrance against giving congress a powet ter tak6^«trii 
they call it, the pioples money out of their pocLets, ihough 
only to pay the interest and principal of debts duly con- 
tracted. They seem to mistake the point. . Money justly 
due from the people is their creditor's money, and m* lunger 
the money of the people, who, if tliey withhold it, should be 
compelled to pay by some law. Ail property, mdeed, e&-' 
cept the savage's temporary cabin, his bow, his matcbtcit^ 
and other little acqaisitions absolutely necessary for his sub-^ 
sistence, seems to me to be the creature of public corr^n- 
tion. H^nce the public has the right of regulating descents/- 
and all other conveyances of property, and even of hniiting 
the quantity and the uses of it. All the property thatis 
necessary to a man for the conservation of the individual and 
the propagation of the species, is his natural right, which 
none can justly deprive him of; but all property superfiuoits 
to such purposes is the property of the public, who by their 
laws have created it, and who may therefore by other -lawtf 
dispose of it whenever the welfare- of this public shall desi^ 
such disposition. He that does not Idee civil society *on 
these terms, let him retire and live among savages ' He cah' 
have ho right to the benefits of society, who will not pay lii^ 
club towards the support of it. 

Tlie Marqiiis de la Fayette, who loves to be employed in 
our affairs, and is often very useful, has lately had several 
conversations with the ministers and -persons concerned in 
forming new regulations respectibg the commerce between 
our two countries, which are not. yet concluded. . I thought 
it therefore well to communicate to him a cop\ of }uur letter, 
which contains so many sensible and just observations on 
that subject. He will make a proper use of them ; and per- 
haps tbey may haveaMre)weight:aa aftpmuig'to pome boast 
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9L Frenchman, than they would have if it were knowia 
they were the observations of an American. I perfiMrtly 
agree with you in ail the seniimeiits you have nprrmitf 
this occasion. . m* 

I am sorry for the public's sake that you are about to 
your o^ce, but on personal coiiaideraiions 1 i<hall 
late you. For 1 cannot conceive of a more happy man, thantei 
whO| having been long loaded with public cares, fioda hv 
leUeved from them, and enjoying private repose in tli* 
of hia friends and family. >» : '>,^ 

With sincere regard and attachment^ I am ever, demr^Ml 
yours^&c. B. Fbamkliiu?;9<{ 

i i2idi 
Extract of a Letter to his Ezc«LLBMCv«ril 

Thomas MiffliKi Euq. -too 

{President of Congress.) 

** It was certainly disagreeable to the l!!ii|^iak 
mmisters, that all their treaties for peace were carriadl^ 
wider die eye of the French court. This began to 
towards the Gonclusion, when Mr. Hartley refused geiqg te 
Versailles to sign there, with the other powers, our dafimtiwi 
treaty ; and insisted on its being done at Paris ; whiA wkb- 
good bnmor complied with, but at an earlier hour, that, 
might have time to acquaint le Comta de Vei^geaqea 
he was to sign with the. Duke of Manchester. The. Dolck 
defimtive was not then ready, and the British court now wm 
sisted on finishing it either at London or the Hague* -.It 
heretofore the commission to us, which baa been ao IfM^p. 
delayed, is still intended, perhaps it will be well to ioelroct 
us 10 treat either here or at Lo n doa as we may fipA fluait 
coarfiOWBtf -Tba tNi^ najr be ciadnctad: wnm. iJuffi m 
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concert and ia iht'conM&act of cotninunaeatioii wUkf dit 
sunistera of our fneecUi nhose advioa may be of use to uik • 

With respec4 to ihe Britmh court, we should I think be 
coDitaatly upon our guani, and impress strongly upon om 
minds, that though it has made peace witk ua, it is not in 
tmth reconciled to us^ or to its loss of us ; but stiU flattery 
ilielf m& hopes that some dumge ef the efiaira of Enmpe^ 
or some distNMon aoiong oureelves, mmy nfibrd ttiem ds 
opportunity of fecoveri^g dieir dominion, puiwshing thoee 
who ha>re most offended, and aecwing our futnre dependtace. 
It id easy to ate by the geaernktuni of the mianterial news- 
papers, X'igl^t thioga indeed as straws and feathers, but lifca 
them they show which way the wind blows), and by the ma* 
lignaot improvement their miniatcca make in ail fonpiga 
courts, of every little accident at Philadelphia, the resoltpea 
of some town meetipga, the reluctance to pay taxes, &c. 8le. ; 
all whidb are e;uigg^rated to represent our governments as 
$o many anavdiies, of which the people themselves jara 
weary, the congrese aa having kwl ita iaAuence, being no 
longer aeapecied : i aagr it ia oaay toeee from>tins eaadact| 
that they bear 4Ji no gopd-wiU, and tbit they wash the reality 
of what they are pleased to imagine. They have too a 
numerous royal progeny to provide for, some of whom are 
educated in die military IqM. in tbe9e rjnrainnatancea we 
cannot be too careful to preserve the friendship we have 
acquired ateoiii, ajMl the anion we hmre eatabliabed at home, 
to secure our credit by a pimctmd discharge of our oUigar 
tions of every kind, and our repiitation by the wisdom tjf our 
councils; since we know npt how aopp wa nuof have fpnah 
occasion for friends, for credit, and for reputatioa. 

The extravagant, miarppreseatationa of our political state 
in foreign countries, fl»ftde it app^r neiDeisary p gt^e theai 
better toformtiooy wUck I ikovijlit i^fNpMm Ibo atawMlb^ 
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tutUy iuid aufhetitirally Hone than by pubK^hin^r a triuialiitkMI 
into French, non the most general language in Euro^^ df 
the boftfc tif coiiKtitulions, which had been printod by ^r'Set 
pf ci>iigie!«n. This I arcorriingly got well done, and pli^ 
•enied two cnpiep handsomely bound to every foreign inli^ 
mater'bercy one for himself, the other, more elc^nt, fbr'UI 
noveieign. it has been ^el\ taken, and has afforded m mMUt 
of surprise to many who Imd conceived mean f deas of \Bk 
atate of • civilisation in America, hind could not have Mpe<StM 
so nvuch political knowledge and sagaicity bad existed ib nUk 
^ildiM iiess : and from all parts 1 have the aatisflirtion tolM^ 
that our .conftiiuitions in general are much admired. I 'MA 
per^uadt^' that this step will not only tend to promote iMl 
emigmtiou lo our country of substantial people from afl 
parts of Kurope ; but the numerous copies I shall d ia |^ B | i¥t ^ 
will facilitate our future treaties with foreign courts, wlkl 
could n««t before know what kind of government and pebpM 
they hfid to treat with : as in doing this, I have endeavored 
to flurther th^ apparent views of congress in the first poUi* 
cation, 1 hope it may be approved, and the expense allovred. 
I send herewith one of the copies* Yours, &c. 

B. Fbanklin/* 
David Habtley, Esq. to Db. Fbanklin. 

• . . . rr 

Mt i>eab Fkibnd, JLotMbfi, JM. ftS, 1784. -> 

I have met with a report from America^ thdt 
congress has come to some resolution respecting the com* 
merie with (xreat Britatn, which is to depend conditionally 
upon the procepdingA of the British parliament by die Isl oT 
Febnt^ry, I7H4. .\8 they have known that the act of fl>e 
last session oi parliament was to terminate on the flOdi of 
Dedteber, 1783, it iraa 'rMsonfeble ta condudkl'tbat some' 
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proceedings would have taken place in parliament befefft the 
Istof February, 1784. This doubtless was the intention •f 
the last session, by the limit given to the bill. tli»\vever| in 
consequence of the late changes, all tliese considerations have 
been postponed, by the prolongation of the lute bill until the 
20th of April. If therefore it has been the design iff con^^ 
gress, to wait for some act of the British parliament vespect^ 
ii^ American commerce, 1 hope they w ill reiiiiii«i a^ the 
same sentiments, notwithstanding the delay wbich< -has hap* 
pened from the changeiof the niiilistryi thai^all thimgs-may 
remain open between the parties (or niuttially bti^nettciatan^ 
amicable intercourse. I will send you the earliest notice of 
any steps which may be taken beise. I expect -daily iu.hear 
of the ratifications of the peace from you. Pray renietaber 
qie kindly to Mr. Jay and family,' to. Mr. W. T^Fitanklin, 
and to Messrs. Adams and son> if at. Paris. I am <s«^r your 
most affectionate friend, D. Habtl1{T«- 

To Charles ThomsoNi Esq*, ' 'i'*-i* : 



-i. / 



• !••. 



{Secretary of Congress,) 

Dear Sir, Possy, May IS, 1784. 

Yesterday evening Mr. Hartley niet with Mr. 
Jay and myself, when the ratifications of the definitive' treaty 
were exchanged. I send a copy of the English ratmcation 
to the president. Thus the great and hazardoiis enterprise 
we have been engaged in, is, God be prabed, happily com- 
pleted : an event I hardly expected I should live to see* A 
few years of peace, well in!iproved, will restore and increase 
our strength : but our future safety will depend on our union 
and our virtue. Britain will be l6ng watching for advan^ 
tages, to recover what she has lost. If we do not convince 
the world, that we are a nation to Jbe depended oo for fidelily 
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id tmtiei ; if we appear neglig^it in paying our debit, ani 
ungrateful to those who have served and befriended us ; our 
r^sputatioUf and all the strenj^th it is capable of prociiriB||^ 
will be lost, and fresb attacks upon us will be encouragMl 
atMl promoted by better prospects of success. Let us 
Son beware of being lulled into a dadgetous seeuiity^ 
mt being botb enervated and impev^ished by luxury i:i4^ 
bttng weakened by ialeraal cdntentions and divisions; 0/ 
being shamefully extravegant in -ocNitraoling private d>bit% 
while we. are bade ward in discharging honlarably Iboee wi.Am 
public ; of negled in military exercises and diii:iplinef a^in 
providing store* of arms atid munition of war, to be ready gm 
•ccaaion: for all these. are cjircumstaoces Ibaft gifo 
deuce to enemies, and diffidence te friends; and th» 
pfwses required to prevent ^ war, are much, Jightar 
those that will, if not ptevenled, be absolutely nemaaiy lip 

nMontott *!• ... .11 

I am long kept in suspense without being able to leam 

the purpose of cengipess respecting my reyi^ of recall, and 
that of some employment for my secretary W. TenaplB 
Fnnklin. If 1 am kept here another winter, and as mtuft 
weakened by it as by the last, I may as well resolve to f|kiid 
the remainder of my days here; for I shall hardly be able to 
bear the fatigues of the voyage in retjumipg. During mj 
long absence from America, my. friends are eontinually djnw 
nishing by death, and my inducemenla to return lessened m 
proportion. But I can make no preparations dther far 
going conveniently, or staying comfortably here, nor take 
any steps towards making some other provision for my grand- 
son, till I know what I am to expect. Be so good, m/ doir 
friend, to send me a little private infomation. With^ grent 
esteem, I am ever yours, fcc. B. Framklin . 
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David Hartley^ Esg. to Dr. Franklin* 
Sir, ParUi June I, 1764. 

I have the honor to inform you, that I have trana* 
mitted to l^odoQ the ratification on the pa^ of coogresa of 
the definitive treaty of peace between Great Britain add die 
United Statea of America, and I am ordered to repieaettt 
to yoUf' that a want of form appears in the first pasar 
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' Copy of a Letter from Leap CAavAavasir to D. HAaTLsr, Em}. 

Sir, ' S^. JflTWf/f, Afay ^8, 1764. 

I r^cMved this morning by Lauzon, yotnr dispatch ito. 
$y and tha private letter of the a4th instant, together with the ntifi- 
catioD of the treaty between Great Britain and the United Statea ef 
America ; and I own it was with the g^neatest surprise that I perceived 
so essential a want of form as appears in the very first paragri^h of 
that instrument, wherein the United States are mentioned before his 
Majesty, contrary to the established custom observed in every treaty 
in which a crowned head and a republic are contracting parties. 

The cofioliision likewise appears eittremely deficient^ as it ia tMitber 
signed by the pmident^ nor is it dated».«id oonsequemly is wanting 
in some of the most essential plants of form necessary towarda au- 
thenticating the validity of the instrument. 

I should think the American ministers could make no objection to 
correcting these defects in the ratification, which might very easily 
be dene, either by signing a dbclaration m the naine of Congress 
for preventing the particular mode of expression, so far as relates to 
prdcedencyy in the first paragraph, being considered as a pieeedent 
to be adopted on any fulnre occasion^ or else by having a new copy 
made out in Americay ih which these mistakes should be corrected ; 
and which might be done without any prejudice arising to either of 
the parties from the delay. I am, with great truth and regard, sir, 
your most obedient huinble servant, CiaHAaTnEN. 

P. S. I send you enclosed a copy ef the ratification— -part of the 
treaty, which it is also to be observed was previously described as 
'^ definitive artic/ei.*' 
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graph of that iostrument, wherein the United State*' 
mentioned before bis - Mitjeatj, cohtniry to the ^ 
ciutom in every treaty in which a crowned head and m 
lie are parties. It is likewise to be observed, that A» 
^'d^B*iive ar/tc/es'^' is used instead of defitiikvi'm'^itlKJ^ 
and the conclusion appears likewise deficient^ as itia aaMI^ 
aq;ned by the president, nor is it dated, and consequ nii llyH 
wanting in some of theimost essential points of form 
sary towards authenticating the validity of tiie-i 

I api ordered to propose to you,. Sir, that 
the ra.tiiication should be corrected, which might ^rery 
be done either by signing a declaration in the name ti 
gress for preventing the particular mode of eipressi* 
as relates to precedency in the first paragraph being 
aidered as a precedent to be adopted on any fiitarr 
or else by having a new copy made out in America ih 




these mistakes should be corrected, and which might be dofH 



without, any prejudice arising to either of the 

-ibff delay. I am, sir, with great respect and conan 

your most obedient humble servant, IX fi^ARY&sni 

To hi» Excellency B, Franklin, Esq, >^ • tiiqo 

m 

To His Excbllenct David Hartley^ Eig^fiv^ 

SiR^ 1 Poiisf, Jme Jk, VUitM^ 

I have c<Hisidered theobservatioiis youdidaw-db 
honor of communicating to me concerning certain inarcBH^i 
cies of expression and supposed defects of fompality ia tSk 
instrument of ratification ; some of which are said to he ff 
such a nature as to affect the validity of the instramMk^^ 
The fint is, '' that the United States are named bafim Ui 
l^ajesty, contrary to the established custom gbaettcdin ewmif 
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treaty -in which a crowned head and a republic are th^cdn- 
Uacthig parties." With respect to tliis it seems to me that 
we should distinguish between tlie act in which both join;^o 
wit) the treaty f and that which is the act of each separately, 
tlw ratfjicaiion-. It b necessary that all the modes <tf ex- 
pression in the joint act, should be'agraed toby both partSe^ ; 
though on their separale acts, each party is nrastei^ 6f| 'jmd 
alone accountable for, its own mode. If the minister of 
the United States had innsted, or' even proposed naming in 
the treaty the States before the king, it might have been 
deemed injurious fto his dignity, as requiring hiiii to acknow- 
ledge by tliat joint act their superiority. But this was not 
the^ase; on inspecting the treaty it will be found that his 
majesty is always regularly named before the United States. 
How it happened that the same order was not observed in 
the ratification I am not informed. Our secretaries are new 
in this kind of business, which methinks should be favorably 
considered if they chauce to make mistakes. They may 
have becB led by some precedent ; or being republicans, ind 
of conrse preferring that kind of govemniient, as in thisir 
opinions more excellent than ' monarchy, they may naturally 
have thought it right, when the two kinds were to be named 
in their own instrument, to give their own kind the prece- 
dence ; au' efiecr of' that sort of complaisance which almost 
every nation seems to have for itself, and of which the 
English' too afford an instance, when in the title of the king 
they always name Great Britain before France. The con- 
gress however adapted the form presented to them, and it is 
thus become an act of theirs ; but the king having ho part 
in it, if it is improper, it reflects only upon those who cbm- 
mitted the impropriety, and can no way affect bis majesty; 
Whatever may have occasioned this transposition, I am con- 
fident no disrespect to thte kitig was intended in it by the 
voj. II. 2 n 
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coi^gresa* Thej as little thought of affirontiDg,hi9.i||q|ail||f 
by namiDg the states before him^ as your invustei^f|,4i|&f'E 
affronting the Supreme Being, when in the .cornHW^AV 
first paragraph of their ratification they named 't^ Jgg^ 
before the Deity. There cannot be a clearer pvooC j||[|j||fi 
tjiao what is to be found in the ratification itself. Ii|4|p' 
treaty the king, as I said before, is always first nMmtA,.;T3g0 
the established custom in treaties between '' ciftwnjBd |mnN 
and republics," contended for . on your part, was strictly j|k 
served ; and the ratification following the treaty iCa^itgj/^ 
these words: '^ Now know ye, that We the United $tatpiU|i 
Congress assembled, having se^ and considered thet defyi^ 
tive articles, have approved^ ratified, and coi^rmed, .4|i)d Hgf. 
these presents do approve, ratify, and confirm, the J^fii.9tk^ 

des, AND £V£RY PART AND CLAUSE THMSaVj ^Ijf^ 

Thus all those articles, parts, and clauses, wherein the Japudl 
named before the United States, are approved, rai^d^ eu0 
confirmed; and this solemnly under the signature ofinjjli^ 
President of Congress, with the {uiblic seal affixes^ by. tii||fc 
order, and countersigned by their secretary. No rirtlarttMp 
on the subject, more determinate or more authentic, ^W.M|» 
sibly be made or given, which when considered, iDiyt(0fO^ 
bly induce his majesty's minister to waive the profiOtilffiie^fif 
QUI signing a similar declaration, or of sending,. bifd^jj^ 
ratification to be corrected in this point, neither appcmi|||^ 
be rea)ly necessary. I will however, if still desired^ ^'^^MHN^ 
to congress the observation and the difficulty oocasicMil JV 
it, and request tlieir orders upon it. I can hav^ no doui^^ 
their willingness to give every reasonable satisfaction. ^' j| 
If the words definitive treaty had been used, in^tft!\li flf 
d^nitive articles, it might have been more correct 49ni||b 
t}ie difference seems not great, nor of much importjVICfSt ff 
ia the treaty itself it is qdled tjie p^sent d^fmifi^tpf,tg^,fy 
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The other objections are^ " That the conclusiori lifawise 
appears deficient^ as it is neither signed by the presiderit, nor 
is it dated, and consequently is wanting hi some of the most 
essential points of form necessary towards authenticating Ae 
validity of the instrument/' It is true that the signature 'of 
Ae president is not placed at the end of the piece. Among 
the infinite number of treaties and ratifications that bave 
been made in different ages and countries, there are found .a 
great variety in the forms, and in the manner of placing the 
•eals and signatures, all however equally authentic and bind* 
hagl Which of the precedents we have followed, 1 know 
not ; but I think our ratifications have generally been sealed 
in the margin near the beginning, and the president's name 
subscribed by him, as it ought to be, near the seal. This is 
then our usage. And it has never hitherto been objected to 
by any of the powers with whom we have treated, not even 
by yourselves in our ratification of the preliminary articles 
exchanged in 1783. And I observe that your own method 
is not always uniform ; for in your last ratification die king 
signs only at the end ; in the first, at both the end and the 
beginning. If we had, like older nations, a great seal, the 
impression of which, from its bulk and weight, could only 
be appended, the signature might properly be placed above 
it at the end of the instrument. Probably the want of an 
able artist prevented our havmg hitherto such a seal. In the 
mean time, as all the parts of the instrument are connected by 
a ribband whose ends are secured under the impression, the 
signature and seal wherever placed, relate to, and authenticate 
the whole. This is expressly declared by the congress in the 
concluding sentence, viz. In testimony whereof, '' we have 
caused the ^al of the United States to be hereunto affixed. 
Witness, His Excellency Thomas Mifflin, £sq. President, 
this fimrteenth day of Janoary, in the year of our L6rd one 
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thousand seven boiidred aud eighty-fourv'.il Ufthoft^gl 
the duplicate before me is dated, in^bese'Wovds aiJifHl||| 
and I appreh'eod the original exchanged muH be di^iwin# 
«o that the essential article of a date was not waMPMIp- 
aupposed, but has been overlooked by the penoB tvbp^piHl 
th^tobjection. - . , . ,«^.^, 

The ratificatioo was passed in congrevs unanimons^yr;; 
tiie treaty will, [ firmly believe, be punctually aod-fiMtllfyMr 
•Jbeoutedon their part: we confi4^vtli^ the sanM^.i^QY^ 
deiKS OB yours. Let us endeavor on all M^e^ to fpajotj^fl&^jij^ 
^Jirm and perpetual peac^* we have pronpisad to |UicHiOiA||H 
and not suffer even the prospect of it to be doude^.bf f|f|f^ 
critical an attention to small forms and -immaterialMiW^IM 
stances. With great esteem and respect, I have ths hfflWF-fc' 
be, air, your Excellency's most obedient and moattbon^lll. 
•ervant^ . B. Fbankxjui^ 

*' David Hartley, Esq. to Db. Frakkum^ tsdur 

• My dear Friend, Bath Dec. )^ 11|[M.)^ 

I write to you from Bath^ wljpK j^MI 
with my sister, who goes on slowly in her recove^jjHgdJf 
hope iua fair way towards it. She desires to be f^menHmgd 
to you. As to any mattars of American aegotjatiqp }n9if 
not at present iu any state of iuformatioa. I am . nt MHpyif 
drawing up such opinions as occur to me upon the 111^^0^ 
and propose to lay them before the administration*. I -pmimmf 
that some deterniiDaCion will be made upon thia subject )lpfm 
after the next meeting of parliament. .And probably Jdln^ 
may be some arrangements iu the administration btfi^BBiAit 
time. The public papers will inform you . tbat. J9V -.ollf 
fvMQd Imi SheUmme iamade Manuiis of LmdfpPi Pbwb 
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his the appearance of being highly in favor. 1 ttiakenw 
inquiries about ministers or American plans. My principlev 
are well known ; and if^ consistently with those principle^ 1 
can transact my negotiation, I am always ready. But «s :1 
make no inquiry i am quite ignorant of the plans of/lba 
present minintry, or even whether they employ any otie'ekfe 
since my return from Paris. If any one else is emploj^ it 
can be no secret, md therefore I should be obliged to ymi 
if you would leir m^ know before 1 deliver in the^pap<w 
which I am drawing uj^ for the ministry as a generai sami^ 
matioR. I should likewise be very much obliged to yott tf 
you would send me any information of any public events or 
proceedings in America respecting the subject of commereial 
negociations with Great Britain, or having any such reference. 
Mr. Jefferson was so good as to promise me the favor of bis 
correspondence upon these subjects ; and perhaps, as being 
tlie younger man, he would be so good as to give himself the 
trouble of giving me generally American information, viz. 
what states have confirmed the resolutions of coi^ress of 
April SO, 1784, respecting powers to regulate the commerce 
of the states — what states have consented to the five per 
cinti impost for discharging the foreign debt, &c. &c. 8cc. It 
has always been the misfortune of this country to heve.l}ie 
pftiblie* pi4fits filled with false reports, and many of tliem 
si^b as have a tendency to make ill-will between the two 
countries, for which reason I wish to receive from my friends 
as mucii authentic information as possible. I have met with 
very confident assertions in this country that the state of Vir« 
ginia has passed an act to prohibit the payment of British 
debts. Mr. Jefferson told me that the act did not pass, at 
least so I understood him. I should be glad to know the cei^ 
tainty respecting this fact. Many and many things are as* 
verted respecting the conduct of the vtatei upon tho cfaum 
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of the loyalists. I wish to be informed generally of pnUitf 

facts in America. Much good towards conciliatibn 

arise from such authentic general information. Some . 

or other would meet the lie of the day. I should? Im 

happy to hear now as soon as convenient from you and 

Mr. Jefferson, for the purpose of comparing with the 

summary which I am now drawing up. I understand 

you are opening negociations of commerce with all tke 

of Europe : I presume among the rest with .the £mpaiiot im 

case the Scheld should be opened. J presume- it ii (Ai 

American trade which the Emperor hat ki view priseipall^ 

in contending for the opening of the Scheld* That ■ 

new object and event which constitutes the main 

between shutting up the Scheld 140 years ago, and 

it now. The American trade was not meant to be 

formerly, having at that time no existence. 1 came thi 

Bhissels and Antwerp in my way to England, and -I 

both places this doctrine of the American trade being^^i 

object for the Emperor, l^his was their way of reaiaaii| 

upon it. One of the principal magistrates at Antweip laid 

me that he was actually in correspondence with 

come and settle at Antwerp in case the Scheld 

opened. fsri'^iti'^ 

I hope you continue to enjoy good health. Vnj^nfffiffif^ 

bcr me to Mr. Adams and all his family. To Mr. Jf^ffspoB 

and Mr. Humphreys; and to Mr. W. T. Franklin, a^^ 

friends.— I am ever most affectionately yours. ,,, .^. 

D. Haetlby,.. 

To Dr. Franklin, &c. &c. &c. 

p. S. Is Mons. de Vergennes minister for foreign .lAifsP 
We have had a report here of his resignation.— J[>irect always 
to me in GddcBr Square, London ; my letters.iriU be a^t 
after me wherever I am. 
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Ta David HabtlbYi £$Q. 

My Dear Friend, PasnfyJan.3,nQ5. 

I received your kind letter of December l, 
from Bath. I am glad to hear ttiat your good sister is in' a 
fair way towards recovery: my respects and best wishes 
attoid her. 

I commanicated your letter to Mr. JefTerson, to remind 
him of his promise to communicate to you the iotelligence 
he might receive from America on the subjects you mention ; 
and now, having got it backi I shall endeavor to answer the 
other parts of it. 

What you propose to draw ap*of your opinions on Ame* 
rican negociation, may be of great use, if laid, as you in- 
tend, before admhiistration, in case they seriously intend to 
enter on it after the meeting of parliament : for I know 
your ideas all tend to a good understanding between the 
two countries and their common advantage; and in my mind 
too, all selfish projects of partial profit are the effects of 
short-sightedness, they never producing permanent benefits, 
and are at length the causes of discord and its consequences, 
wherein much more is spent than all the temporary gains 
amoutited to. 

I do not know that any one is yet appointied by your 
court to treat with us. We some time since acquainted 
your minister with our powers and disposition to treat, 
which he communicated to his court, and received for 
answer, that his majesty's ministers were ready to receive 
any propositions we might have to make for the common 
benefit of both countries ; but they thought it more for the 
honor of both, that the treaty shonld not be m a third place. 
We answered, that though we did not see much inconvenience 
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in treating here, we would, as soon as we had finished 
affairs at present on our hands, W4it .upon tbeni^ if tfacfi 
pleased, in London. We have since heard nothing. • 

We have no late accounts from America of any imparl* 
ance) You know tho congress adjourned tlie begiimiiigdoiC 
J^NM6; till, the beginning of NoTember. And since thcin 
ifeqling there has been no accomit of their pi30otfkUnp{[( 
AIL the stories in your papers relating to their diTuioai^fBii;^ 
are fiction, as well as those of the peotpic being dMcoaleieifi 
wjtb congressional government. Mr. Jay wiitoa to'me,.l|ivf|t 
they were at no time more happy or more ; satitfieA ■ |wi<pi 
tlieir. governmcnti &c. than at present, nor ever eii|9jM|f 
more tranquillity or prosperity. In truth, the frwd^BmA^i^ 
their ports to all nations, has brought iu a vast- plenty rc(b 
f(Mfeign goods, and occasioned a demand for their, produmifgf 
the consequence of which is, the double advantage of* bu|Sn|f 
\yhat they consume cheap, and selling what they tha^Mgmlif 

de^. /'>>i4y 

:}f'. we. should come to London, I hope it may still heMdn 
you.that we are to do business. Our already nnritrnfanriiiH^l 
6rie mxpther may save, on many points, a good. deal o£Smtb 
in dispQssioii. But I doubt whether any treaty iA.iq^^MU|J 
on. your part, and I fancy we shall not press iL i.ItJaqt^ 
perhaps be best to give botli sides time to inquire, a|Hlj«fcdk 
Jed for the interests they cannot sec. With siuoere ei^igiMlB 
est^ecn;^ JL am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectioiuifpj^ 

B. FiiAMKti:rk:. I 

■•■.. ;■ f_ i.* • ■ J-i» 

.a»U.i/i ".• ■ ■ .. .l! 
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To THR Hon. John Jay, Esg. 

Minister for foreigji affairs. 
S I R, Philadelphia, Sept. \% \ 785. 



■i. 



1 have the honor to acquaint joa tbafr I lef^ 
Paris the 12th of July, and, agreeable to the permiaakHi of' 
congress, am returned to my country. Mr. Jefierson faadt 
recovered hia health, and was much esteemed and respectedi 
there. Our joint letters have already informed you of dur 
late proceedings, to which I have nothing to add except 
that the last act I did as minister plenipotentiary for making 
treaties, was to sign with him, two days before I came iaway, 
the tireaty of friendship and commerce that had been agreed 
on with I^russia, and which was to be carried to the Hague 
by Mr. Short, there to be signed by Baron Thulemey^r on 
the port of the king, who, without the least hesitation, had 
approved and conceded to the new humane articles pro* 
posed by congress,' .which articles are considered as doing 
thai body. great honor* Mr. Short was also to go to Lou** 
don with the treaty, for the signature of Mr. Adams, who, I 
learnt, ^when at Southampton) is well received at the British 
court. The Captain Lamb, who in a letter of yoturs to' Mr. 
Adams, was said to be coming to us with instructions ' re- 
specting Morocco, had not appeared, nor had we heard any 
tbin^ of him ; so nothing has been done by us in that treaty, 
I left the court of France in the same friendly disposition 
towards the United States that we have all along experienced, 
though concerned to find our credit is not better supported 
in the payment of the interest money due on our loans, 
whicli in case of another war must be, they think, extremely 



\ Against privateering. 
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prejudicial to us, and indeed may contribute to draw OH»^ 
war the sooner^ by affording our enemies the encoora 
confidence that a people who take so little care to pay, 
not again find it easy to borrow. I received from the 
at my departure^ the present of his picture set round 
diamonds, usually given to ministers plenipotentiary 
have signed any treaties with that court, and is at the 
sition of congress, to whom be pleased to present my di 
respects. I am, sir, with great esteem, your most ol 
and most humble servant, B. Fkankliii. 

P.S. — Not caring to trust them to a common eoDveyaaea^ 
I send by my late secretary, W. Temple Franklin^ who iA 
have the honor of delivering them to you, all the origiail 
treaties I have been concerned in negociating, that wMV 
completed. Those with Portugal and Denmark coBthMM ili 
suspense. 

To #####, 

Sir, Philadelphia, Jan. 19/ 1790. 

I received the letter you did me the hosMlf 
of writing to me respecting the construction of the eleviennh 
article of the treaty of commerce between France and flis 
United States. I was indeed one of the commissionen fisr 
making that treaty ; but the commissioners have no right 16 
explain the treaty. Its explanation is to be sought for m Hi 
own words ; and in case it cannot be clearly found dieray 
then by an application to the contracting powers. 

I certainly conceived that when the droit Jtaubaine Vfii 
relinquished in fsvor of the citizens of the United Statfli^ 
the relinquishing clause was meant to extend to all the donii- 
nions of his most Christian majesty ; and 1 am of opiDio% 
that diis would not be denied if an explanatioB were fo- 
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quested of the court 6f France ; and it ought to be don^ if 
any difficulties arise on this subject in the French island^ 
which their courts do not determine in our favor. Bat, 
before congress is petitioned to make such request, I imap 
gine it would be proper to have the case tried in some o£ 
the West India Islancb, and the pttitioD made m cona^ 
quence of a determination against us. I have the honor 
to be^ &rc. 

B. Franklin. 
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PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 

PART III. 
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[rAe^OH) letters from William Carmickael, Esq. (secreUgf 
of the American legation at the court of MadriM^fHo 
Dr. Franklin, of tphich the following are exintcti^ 
accidentally omitted in their appropriate place wm* 
Correspondence^ together with the subjoined 
Memoir of Sir John Dalrj/mple, referred toby 
Carmichael ; a copy of which was requested by Dr, 
Franklin in his letter to that gentleman, of J uh o I7 > 
1780. (See ToL I, p. 62.) ]. 

Extract of a Letter from W. CARMicttAEL, Esq. 
TO His Excellency Dr. Franklin, Paris. 

Madrid, April ^1, 1780. 
'' Sir John Dalrymple, whom perhaps you know 
personally, has been here near three weeks, under the pre- 
text, or in reality, of travelling with his lady, who is in a 
bad state of health. I have been able to trace most of his 
niotioQs hcre^ which wear a suspicious appeanmce; md. 
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having some reason to think that he means to proceed hence 
to France, I think it my duty to inform you of it, not from 
any apprehension of \i'hat he may be able to effect^ (because 
we have too many proofs to doubt now^) but that the ser- 
vants of our country should not neglect to give you that 
advice, which I know you will receive from the Count de 
Vergennes, in case this philosophical traveller should visit 
Paris, for his health or that of his family, at this crisis." 

lFr(mt^^ sione to the same.} 

Madrid, July 18, 1790. 
'' I thought, until the receipt of your letter 
(of the 17th June' ), that Mr. Jay had sent you Sir John 
Dalrymple*s memorial, and other papers, while I was at 
Aranjuez. He sends them, however, by this courier, and I 
think you will be amused in reading Sir John's reveries. 

'^ Mr. Cumberland, a former secretary of Lord Germaiiie, 
succeeds Sir John. His residence gives no uneasioes* to 
die Count de Montmorin,* which, with the aanmuicet tbat 
we receive from die Count de Florida Blanca,^ oi^t to 
reinove our apprehensions/' . T 



«Mr*i-~^*«w*> 



' See Private Correspondence, Part 1. page 62\ 
^ The French ambassador. 
3 The Spafnish Aiinisier. - 



• ■ r 






MEMOIRB ti 41 

OB --Sii* 

SIR JOHN D ALRYMPLB. ' 8^ 

PROJET DU LORD ROCHEFORD, 






EMPECHER LA GUERRE. 1S«^ 

[anecdote histortqub.3 ^9b 

(No/ to diminish from the Originality qfpm 
Document, neither the phraseology, fprjmh' 
mar, nor orthography^ have been correcii^ipk 

Confederation Ay Avr que la France se (ut declarie pouirl^AJflt 
* ^ rique, Lord Rocheford, autrefois ambassaddttFJ^ 

Espagne et en France^ formoit un proje^r^ttw 
emp6cher la guerre. C'6toit que TAngteterrt 
poseroit un grand trait6 de conffid6radon 
France, TEspagne, le Portugal ct I'Aogl 

TroisOhets qui devoit avoir trois objets. Le premier, 

limT^ ^^^ garantie mutuelle entre ces quatre poinaodii^S 
leurs possessions dans rAm^rique et dans les ttitt 
IndeSy avec une provision qu'une guerre damfTEtt^ 
rope ne seroit jamais une guerre dansces r fan<M& 
regions sous qudque pretezte que ce soit, et'ttAil 
le nombre des troupes et des vaisseanz que In 
puissances contractantes devoient founiir contM 
la puissance contrevenante la paix dans ces r%!da 
remotes. Le second objet itoit sk donner une pii^ 
ticipation de commerce de P Am6rique i h FWIdVIi^ 
i'Espagne, et le Portugal, autant qu'uneteffe j^JK] 
ticipatioB ae seroit incompatible avec Id intdte 
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communs et sans rivalit6 de TAm^rique Angloise 
et de TAngleterre. 

Le troisiime objet 6toit rajustemeDt des privi- 
liges coote8t6s des Am6ricaios sur des priDcipes 
justes et honorables pour eux. Lord Rocheford 
iiqit pour iors secretaire d'etat. II me disoit que 
la premiere personne i qui il communiquoit ce 
projet 6toit le feu Prince de Mazerano ambassa- 
deur d'Espagne, et que^ quoique yieux et malade, 
il se leva, Tembrassa : et dit, ah ! Milord, quil 
Dieu vous a inspiri ? Lord Rocl^eford le commu- 
niquoit aussi k un de ses amis qui 6toit alors i^ est 
d present un des ministres du roy de la Grande 
Bretagne, qui Tapprouvoit beaucoup : mais bien- 
t6t aprdS|> Lord Rocheford quittoit le ministirei 
s^retiroit k la campague^ et par cet accident le 
projet n'^toit pas present^ au cabinet du roy. 

J*ai donni la relation de cette anecdote, parce* 
que je suis un des quatre ou cinq personnes qui 
seules en connoisaejit la v6rit6 ; et perceque je 
pense qu'il n'est pas encore trop tard pour faire 
revivre un projet qui sauvera un million de Chr6« 
tieos d'etre faits veuves et Orphelins. Quant Observations 
au premier objet d'un^ telle confMdration, ^^^^Z^Sel^'^ 
Qjficheford penspit que la proposition seroitac- con/e(/era//on. 
cept6e par toutea les puissances, jMfceque c'^toit 
rint6r&t de toutes de I'accepter. 

Les pertes de la France dans les deux Indes 
dans la demiike guerre, et leurs pertes dans les^ 
Indes Orientales dans la demi^re guerre, et se^ 
pertes dans les lades Orientales de la guerre d';^ 
prl«eat, oik ils out perdu en six semaines tout ce 
qu'ils y aroient \ leu ^p9f^ ^ £spagno|& d^M 
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la guerre derniere dans les deux lodes^ et ni%ii 

le coup donn^ I'autre jour dans la bftje de ^ftpk 

duras par un jeune capit^ine mIp 

une poign^e de suldats^ la facility tvec la qdWf 

le Portugal perdit I'isle de Ste. Catherine cbdMl 

Br62il ; et le malbeur des aruies AngloiaU tSitk 

TAm^rique depuis trois ans, tout prouve^ ^pki^lyi 

France^ TEspagne^ le Portugal etrAngletemeMNi 

leurs parties tendres dans rAni^rique 1 1 ilininBi 

deux Indes, et par consequent qu'ils ont tooit^fk 

int^rSt dans une mutuelle garantie de leurs poaM 

Contideraiiont sions dans ces trois parties du monde. QuftKi Ji 

^'etde^la ^econd objet de la confederation : je suis settaAk 

CoffcdirLtion,q\xe Tidt'e de donner une participation du'^blB> 

merce de TAmerique aux autres trois nations Mp 

la limitation que cela ne soit pas incooip^fiHI 

avec les interdts comniuns derAoi6rique Alqjfittl 

et de TAngleterre, est une id^ un pen njl^fif-^ 

sujette aux disputes, mais lieurcusement f>duVflH|» 

nianite il y a cinq personnes dans ces ciiiq yl^ 

d*un caractere singulier, et qui les rend ^ropfttnl 

faire la-dessus des r^glcments pr^cisi et 8AflA|ik 

nulles 'dispufesy qui eniichiront la PraHtfi^y l*n^ 

pngiie et le Portugal sans appaumr rAif^bi^Mft 

et ses colonics. Pour rAin6rique^ il y ft lelMU 

teur Franklin^ peut &tre le premier g£niie de ftll||e 

present et qui connoit bien les liaisons eiMfa 

TAm^'rique et TAngleterre. Pour la France^ 11 

}' a le contr61eur-g6n6ral/ qui a 6t6 £lev6 dd#^ 

jeunesse dans la pratique du commerce. Pmt 

TEspagne, il y a Monsieur Campomanes, ^tf^m 

employe la maturity de son &ge en ies icikfel ^jjti 

lui donnent use superiority en de tellea'cBicittBmil. 

^— ^ 

■ M. Nccker. 
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Pour le Portugal^ elle aura I'aide des conseils du 

Due de Bragaoza qui a cueilli les connoissauces 

dans presque tous les camps, les cours^ les biblio- 

th^quet, et meme les places des marchands d'Eu- 

rope : et pour TAngleterre, elle a un ministre qui 

connoissant les vrais iuter^ts du commerce au foiid 

DC refusera pas a 1' Amerique ce qu'il vient de don- 

fier k rirlande. Quant au troisieme objet de la Observations 

confederation, I'Angleteire qui se vante tant de sa ^u^^ ^^ i^ 

propre Magna Charta accordera a vec facility ^^^^'"«'*ow. 

une MaqnaCh^rta aux liberies de T Amerique. 

Pent Itre, le meilleur moyen d*abr6vier cet article 

seroit de donner carte blanche au Dr. Franklin. 

Une confiance g6n6reuse est le moyen le plus s&r 

de s'assiirer d'un homtne g6n6reiix. L'Espagne a Premier inU- 

deux int^r^ts tris solides dans le succ^s d'une telle ^^^ ^* ^^*' 

pagne dans 

conf6deration, et contre Tind^pendance de VAm^- une telle Con- 

rique Angloise. Le premier est que, si F Am6rique /*»<='*«'»<"»' 

Angloise devenoit ind^pendante, TAm^rique Es- 

pagnole et ses isles seroient abim^es par la con- 

trebande des An^ricains ind^pendants d'Angle- 

terre. 1 . L'Angleterre est liee par les trait6s avec 

rEcpagoe d ne faire la contrebande. 2. Elle est 

li^e par la peur que cette contrebaiuiB ne tirera une 

guerre sur elle dans I'Europe, ce qui fut TeiTet 

dans le terns du Chevalier Robert Walpole. 3. La 

chert6 des commodit^s de T Angleterre et de I'E^- 

rope met des limitatipns naturellea k la quantity 

de contrebande. 

Mais si les Americans 6toient Ind^pendants, ils 
diroient qu'ils n'itoient lies par les trail^s des 
Anglpis. 2. Ils ne seroient lies par la peur, 
parce qu'ils sont loin de TEspagne; et s'^ta^t 

vou lu 2 K 
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defendu contre quatre-vingt-dix mille soldato ct 
uiarins Anglois, ils se moqueroieiit des frrrnniidto 
I'Espagne ; et 3. Le bas prix des caminoditfis 
Am^ricaines couvrira les Colonies Eapagnokt de 
contrebande. II y a m&me une cause nicei 
pour forcer les Am^ricains, ou de faire la 
bande ou de faire la guerre sur rAm^rique 
pagnole et Portugaise et leurs iles ; ils n'oot ni ofy 
iii argent cbez eux, mais ils ne peuvent culdnr 
leurs terres^ ni faire leur commerce fans ces ai£^ 
taux precieux. Ils n'auroient que quatre souicat 
dont ils pourroiciit les tirer. Le premier eat 1b 
commerce avec I'Europe ; le second, pensioas^jb 
France et d'Espagnc ; le troisiime, la contrebaoij^ 
avcc les provinces d'Espague et de Portugal dma 
le nouveau moiide ; et le quatriime, la guerre Ifam 
ces provinces. Autant que les AmMcaiiuioo^ ^ 
tinuent dans un etat que les Anglois app^oitt 
une rebellion, leur commerce avec rEuropo aefR 
iutcrrompu par lea Coraaires Anglois; ain8i.ilp,me 
tireront que tris peu de mitaux precieux de cttt/^ 
premiere source. ^ 

Les pensions de la France et de TEspagne ne 
seroient qu'une bagatelle pour soutenir ragricul- 
ture et les manufactures d'un si vaste pays. . J|a 
n'auroient done aucune resaource pour lea nuitaiix 
pricieux, que dans la contrebande ou les gueiiM 
^ avec les provinces Espagnolea et PnrUigaiaca 
Pour emp&cher cette contrebande, lea tnitia de 
coufiSderation pourroient faire des provisions coo- 
tre la contrebande et des Anglois et dea ftrnfai 
cains. C'est un poiut dilicat pour uo Angtoia ^ 
suggerer les moyens; mais ai les deus "^*Vniii 
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¥oiiloient stnc^rement la pais, je pourrois dans na Second intirit 
qnart-d'heore sugg6rer des moyens infaillMes. dan$t^ telle 
n y a un autre int^rftt que TEspagne a contre Confutation. 
I'lud^penlhince des Am^ricaiiis et par cona^uent 
pour ie trait6 de confiy^ratioii qui est peut-itre 
encore plus grand. Les Am^rkaina ne pournnent 
Toler avec leurs voiles partout, feroient des 6la- 
blissements dans la Nouyelle Z61ande, les Isles 
d'Otahitiy ou quelques autrea isles dans la Mer du 
Snd ; et mime lesAnglois^ les Frangois, les Por- 
tugais, et les HoUandois dans les mers des Indes 
Orientales^ 6tant ind^pendants, nul trait6 ne les 
emp^cbera de faire de tels ^tablissementsl^ ils 
poorroient les faire selon les droits des gens. Le 
Capitaine Cook dit daos son dernier voyage im- 
ptiin6^ qu'il y a 479OOO gens de mer dans les senles 
Isles d'Otahitiy et le Capitaine Wallis qui fiusoit 
la dficouverte de ces isles^tii'a dit i Ldsboonej il 
y a quelques jouTSy que lea iflbitans d'Otahiti mon- 
toient au haut dea mftts Anglais et couvroient par 
les morceaux du bois croissant les mftts auzquels 
les voiles sent attach6es^ aussibien^ en trois jours, 
que les marins Anglois ; et il me domioit deux 
raisons pour cela. La prcaai^-itoit que, vivant 
de poisson, tous lea habitana aont gena de mer^ et 
le second, que lea penpiee qui ne portent que des 
souliers sont toujoors plus proprea pour monter 
les partiea sup^rieurea dea vaisseanx* Le Capi- 
taine Cook aussi, dans son voyage imprim^, donne 
une description dans la Nouvelle Zflande d'une 
poste pour une flotte et une ville qui pouvoit en 
quelques semaines ttre foite impreoable : et on n*a 
quVi regarder la forma des iaiea de la Mer du Sud 
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dans les estampes qui en ont M a. 



satisfaire que ces Isles sont pleines de 



nables. Je me montre aussi bon ami 4 1*1 
a la France, au Portugal, et A la HollttBde 
I'Angleterre, quapd je d6veloppe I'idie aui^ 
qui a peut-etre 4chapp6 aux autres. Autreftait^riL 
ne pouvoit ailer avec Huret^ aux Men du Sa^ 
que dans le mois de Decembre et de JanvMritfl 
par les lerribles latitudes autour du Cap Elqnn 
mais les decouvertes du Capitaine Cook e|. 
autres Anglois ont nouvelleuient demootr^ ^i 
y peut aller par le Cap-de-Bonue-E«p6i'anc4^ 
tons les mois, par les belles latitudes du Capi^ib 
Bonne- Esp^rance et de la Nouvelle ?<f land% gfc 
dans presque le m&me espace de temsy Tun 
un voyage de quatre mots et Tautre de cinq, 
que le mcme vent d'ouest qui souffle preaqu« I^^M • 
Tannce dans les autraa latitudes et qui retaiiiV<|il|^ 
\ais$eaux en passanjl^par le Cap Horn, les pmtk 
avec rapidite par.^e Cap-de- Bonne- Eep^raneVitf 
l(i Nouvelle Zelande; de-la il suit, que qannjjhjf 
Americains querelleront avec les Espagnola fMaP 
ctrc sur Ic chapitre de contrebande, ils eavienwit 
Icurs vais6es|ux sur les cotes de Chili de lemli 
ctabiissemcnts et dans lea Mers du Sudptt^lM^ 
latitudes de la Nouvelle Zi^ande, et par les ¥ett|l^ 
d'ouest qui soufflent toujoudi dans ces latitoddjn 
ce qui n*est qu'un voyage de ^inq Seroaines. CM 
le Capitaine Cook dans* un voyage^ et le Capiuiiie 
Fourneaux dans un autre, alloient de la NouvcA^ 
Zelande au Cap Horn en moins de tema, el4tf 
journal des vents anne^6 au voyage, du Cajpitaiaft* 
Cook, montre que les vents d*ouest dtaa ces hA^ 
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tudei sont u rent d'eit dint U proportion de dix 
4 m. Qinod leura vauseiux seront wr los cAtea 
du Chili, iU prandront avantnge dn veDt ds teire 
qui Bouffle ^teraelleineiit du Sud au Nord, pour 
ies porter i auivre Its cdles du Chili et dii P£rou. 
Le Tent les portent duis quatone jours jusqu'i la 
Baye de Panama, et dans le cours defee voyage 
il> ravagerout les cdtes et feront priseude Vait- 
seaux partout. La force navale de I'EaMgDe i 
Lima ne pourra pas les emp^cherg-parce que le 
in^me vent du Sud qui poussei^ lea Am^ricaint 
60 Bvant, rendra les flottes d'Eapagne incapables 
d'aller i leur rencontre. Dela Baye de Panama 
its retoiimeront par le grand vent des Tropiquea 
de Test i I'ouest, quine change jamais, et i leurs 
^tablisBemenU dans les Mers du Sud, ou i vendte 
Ieiu« prises dans lei Mers dela Chine ou de I'lnde; 
d'oit ils retoumeront encore peut-£tre avec de 
DOuveaux vaiiseaux et de nouveanx Equipages dei 
hommes, iaire la j^p^titton de leura ravages. 
Leurs retourt seront enc»re par la Nouvelle Zt- 
lande, venant des lodan^Du par la latitude de 40 
Nord, venant de la Chine, t^Tdflu ce dernier ca> 
lis tomberont sur le M^xique et prenant'avautage 
des vents de lerre quiyoufflent tonjotAa dn Nord 
jusqu'd la Baye <v.Panama, ill nvageront le 
Mexique comme auparaf ant ill avoient ravag^ le 
Chili et P^rou./ 

De la Bay'^da .PaBama, iU rate aru arow fW'lt 
jjrand vcnt'dn TMpiqiM, 'ou 'Ain'Mx dnvJv 
Mers dn Sud, oo anz Men de 1'Am JtiLtawl 
Icr une gnenc famltante, todtnMatAiii'^ iM< 
•^cmidc De PMtre c^ ^inttT- Vjia*«B 
■♦■ 
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preference pour la vente de ses vins en Angleterre 
et TAagleterre gagne une pr^f^rence pour la vente 
de ses draps en Portugal : la consequence est 
qu'il n'y a jamais eu, et, en apparence, il n'y aura 
jamais une guerre entre le Portugal et I'Angleterre. 
II ne seroit pas difficile^ ou dans la nieme consi- 
deration g6nerale, ou par les trait^s s6pares de 
commerce entre I'Angleterre d'un c6t6, et les 
trois royaumes, TEspagne, le Portugal et la France 
respectivement des autres c6t6s^ de servir infini- 
ment les int6rets de commerce de tous les trois 
dans leurs liaisons avec T Angleterre. Comme 
I'Espagne a les vins, I'huile, les fruits, le sel, les 
laines fines et quelques autres articles que I'An- 
gleterre n'a pas, et comme TAngleterre a le 
fer et le Charbon dims les m^mes champs 
pour ses manufactures de fer, qu'elle a par 
I'humidite de son climat la laine longue pour les 
draps d'un prix bas, qu'elle a I'^tain, le poisson, 
et quelques autres articles que I'Espagne n'a pas, 
la consequence est que, quand I'Angleterre est 
riclie, elle achetera plus des articles de I'Espagne, 
et quand I'Espagne est riche elle achetera plus 
des articles d'A ngleterre, et par consequent que 
c'est impossible pour I'un d s'enrichir sans en- 
richir Tautre. Le m^me raisonnement s'applique 
aux liaisons naturelles entre I'Angleterre et le 
Portugal. II y a meme une liaison naturelle en- 
tre TAngleterre et la France sur beaucoup d'arti- 
cles de commerce, si la jalousie des foux et des 
gens mal instruits ne I'interrompoit perp6tuelle- 
mcnt. Je I'entendu d*une main sfire, que si 
I'Abbe Terray avoit continue dans le ministere 
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de la France^ il y auroit eu un tarif entre la Fruiee 
ot rAngletcrre, pour Tentr^e, 6ur des conditioBl 
plus favorables^ des vins et des articles des modoir 
d*uDe nation, et les manufactures de fer et ikt 
bleds de I'autre; et 'lAnglcterre pourroh aTO|r 
procure Ic consentement du Portugal pour a 
diminution dc son commerce de vins avec PAb» 
gleterrcy par d'autres d6dommagemen8. L'Aii« 
gleterre, en faveur de la France, I'Espagne et le 
Portugal pouvoit ni£me permettre rexportadofi 
dc ses laines payant un droit i, Texportation, sans 
se nuire. 

L'exportation dc superfluite de laine feroit du 
bicn aux proprictaires des tcrrcs en Anglcterrai 
au Roy en lui donnant unc nouvellc taxc et d sea 
trois nations etrangercs en leur donnant un article 
ncccssaire pour leurs manufactures. 

Malheur pour I'bumanite! L'Abb£ Tenaj 
n'cst plus: mais bonbeur pour lliumanit£, le 
Doctcur Franklin, Ic Contr6leur-G6n6ral de la 
France, Mr. Campomancs, le Due de Braganzii 
et le Lord North soiit tons encore en vie. 

C'ciit Ic Roy d'Mspagne ct le Comtc de Florida 
Blanca qui peuvent mcttrc tous les cinq en mouve* 
ment. Pour moi jc n*ai nulle autorite des 
tres Anglois i presenter cc projet, mais vifant 
aniitic avcc la plupart d eux et avec les amis dea 
autrcs, je suis sfir qu'il y a des sentiments dans ce 
mimoirc qui sont les leurs. J'avoue que jc re^ 
une lettrc en Portugal; quatorze jours avant que 
je partisse pour I'Espagne, de Milord Rochefordy 
qui n'est pas i cette Iieure dans le minist^, man 
qui enteti d'un projet qui lui fait tant d1ionneiir» 



